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outs onder 1 
c H A N 2 E Ss 
DURE or MARLBOROUGH. 


_ LORD, 


| "HE unhappy fate which thels 
I ſcenes. have met with, may to 
2 make my preſumption | in offer= 
ing them to your protection, appear ex- 
travagant; but diſtreſs puts on a dif- 
ferent face in your Graee's eye, with 
whom I know it will plead in their 
favour, that though they do not merit 
ſo great a Patte _ at leaſt want 
him. e 


Fo join the torrent of ſucceſs, to 
ſmile with fortune, and applaud with 
che world, are within the limits of an 

inferior name, and narrower capacity. 

It has been the glory of a duke of 
MARLBOROUGH to ſupport the falling, - 
B* 2 „„ 5 | to 


iv DEDICATION. 


to protect the diſtreſt, to raiſe a ſinking 


cauſe, and (I will venture on the ex- 
preſſion) to direct Fortune, n of 


being directed b her. 


Bur theſe are lautels, my lord, which 
will to lateſt ages flouriſh in the biſ- 
torian, and the epick poet. Comedy 
looks no farther than private life, where 


we ſee you acting with the ſame ſpirit 
ſof humanity that fired your noble an- 
ceſtor in publick. Poverty has impoſed 


chains on mankind equal with tyran- 


ny; and your Grace has ſhewn as 
great an eagerneſs to deliver men from 
the former, as your illuſtrious grand- 
father did to reſcue them from the 


latter. 


ace who are MEE bo than . 


in your intimacy, will celebrate your 


other virtues; the ſame of your huma- 


nity, my Lord, reaches at a diſtance, 


and it is a virtue, which never reigns 


alone; nay, which ſeldom enters into a 


breaſt Fat | is not rich | in all other. 


— 


DEDICATION. »y 

IAM ſure I give a convincing proof, 
in how high a degree I am perſuaded 
you poſſeſs this virtue, when I hope 
your pardon for this preſumption. But 
I will treſpaſs no farther on it, than 
to aſſure you that I am, with great re- 
8 7 ͤĩ 8 


My LORD, 
Jour Grace's moſt obedient, 


1 moſt devoted humble ſervant, 


Buckingham-ſtreet, N 
e 


Ter cruct olage this poor 


ADVERTISEMBQT. 


lay bath met TY 
may uyfur pinot Gtr das 


like wever did an injury-40 any ne perſon living. 


t could: incenſe a number 95 Neo le to 7355 4 
with ſuch an inveterate prejudice, is not af 
determine for pigadice mutt he # Sek * n | 


play gagd or hath che d it ys comieran's uU. 


I nave heard that there are ſome young gentle- 
men about this town, who make a jeſt, of damning 
plays—but did they feriouſly conſider the cruelty 
they are guilty of by ſuch à ꝓractice, I believe it 
would prevent them. Every man who produces a play 
on the ſtage, muſt propoſe to himſelf ſome acquiſi- 


tion either of pleaſure, reputation, or profit in its 


ſucceſs: for tho perbaps be may receive ſome plea- 
ſure from the firſt indulgence of the itch of ſcribling, 

et the labour and trouble he muſt undergo before 
his play comes on the ſtage, muſt ſer the proſpect of 


ſome future reward before bim, or I believe he 


would decline the undertaking. If pleaſure or repu- 
tation be the reward he propoſes, it is ſure an in- 
excuſable barbarity in any uninjured or unprovoked 
perſon to defeat the happineſs of another: but if his 
views be of the laſt kind, if he be ſo unfortunate to 


depend on the ſueceſs of his labours for his bread, he 
muſt be an inhuman creature indeed, who would, 


out of ſport and wantonneſs, prevent a man from get- 


ting a livelihood in an honeſt and inoffenfive way, 


and make a Jeſt of ſtarving him and his family. 


Aurnhoxs, whoſe works have been rejected at the 


theatres, are of all perſons, they ſay, the moſt in- 


veterate; but of all perſons, I am the laſt they 
ſhould attack, as I have often endeavoured to procure 
the ſucceſs of others, but never aſſiſted at the con- 


demnation of any one. 


P R O- 


PRO L 0 0 U k. 


Spoken by Mr. QU IN. 


OL D. is th attempt in this nice-judging ages 

| To try at fame, by pleaſing on the ſtage. 
So eager to condemn as you are grown, - 

Writing ſeems war declar'd againſt the town, 

Which ever way the Poet ſeeks applauſe, 

The Critick's ready ſtill io damm his cauſe. 

I for new charatters he hunts abroad, 

And boldly deviates from the beaten road; 

In monſters then unnatural be deals, ß _ 
If they ars known and common, then he Peas; e 

If wit bg aims at, you the traps can ſuem; | 

If ſerious, be is dull; if humorous, low. 

Some would maintain one laugh throughout 4 play - 

Some would be grave, and bear fine things away. 

How is it poſſible, at once, to pleaſe 

Taſtes ſo directly oppaſte as theſe! 

Nor be offended with us if we fear, 

From us me ſeek not entertainment bere. FP 

*Tis not the Pott's wit affords the jeſt, 

But who can cat-call, hiſs, or whiſtle belt? 

Can then another*s anguiſh give you joy? 

Or is it ſuch a triumph to deſtroy ? 

He, like the fabled frogs, conſider thus : 

This may be ſpart to you, but it is death 10 4. 

If any baſe ill. nature we aijetoſe, 

If private chara#ters theſe ſcenes expoſe, ; 

Then dot expect. or then we merit foes: 

But if our ſtrokes be general and nice, 

Tf tenderly we laugh you out of vice; 

Do not your native entertainments lenue; 

Let us at leaſt our ſhare of ſmiles receive: 

Nor while you cenſure us, keep all your boons, 

For ſo ſe 4 ITALIAN airs, and Fx. RENCH uh oon. 
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420 I. SCENE 1 


8 0 EN E, Mr. MONDIE. Apartment; : 


MN. MONDISH with a Letter in His Hand, 
| | ſpeaking to a Servant. 1 


MONDISH. 


E R E, carry this Letter to Mrs. Raffer- | 
Serv. Muſt I bring an anſwer, Sir? 
Mov. Yes, Sir, if you receive any— 


[Exit How: 
Aud now let me read thee again, thou Ff of 


womankinßc. [Reads, 


88 Lhe 
I ſuppoſe you will bs ſurpriz d that a a | 
* who hath been guilty of ſo imprudent a palſion, - 
* ſhou'd ſo ſuddenly and calmly reclaim it—but E 
eam at length happily convinc'd, that you are the 
“ falſeſt of mankind. Be aſſur d, it is not in your 
« power to perſuade me any longer to the contrary 
 < .—wherefore I deſire that henceforth all familia- 
<« rity may ceaſe between us—And as you know 


me ſenſible how good a friend you are to Mrs. 
| * Raffler, 


10 THE UNIVERSAL GALLANT: oR. 
| 4 Raffler, you may eaſily believe the feweſt viſits 
„ in the world, at this houſe, will be welcome to 


me. F arewel for ever.” 


This coldneſs is not the reſentment ef ad dene 
miſtreſs, but the ſlight of an indifferent one I am 
ſupplanted by ſome other in her favour- Rare 
woman, faith! the ſex grows ſo purely inconſtant, 
that a gallant will ſhortly be as little able to keep a 
woman to himſelf, as a huſband. 


Enter another ſervant. 


Serv. Sir, Colonel Raffler has ſent to know 
Whether you are at home. 

Mox. Yes, yes,—his viſit is opportune unh | 
l may likely learn from him, ho this ſucceſſ- 
ful rival is, by knowing who has viſited his wife 
moſt lately nay, or by finding who is his chief 
favourite for he is one of thoſe wiſe men, to 

whoſe friendſhip you muſt have his wife's recom- 
mendation; and ſo far from being jealous of your 


lying with her, that he is AIWSS A e py 22 t 
like , I 


Enter Colon RA FFLER, . 


Dear colonel good-morrow. - 

Col. Rare. Oh, you're a fine gentleman! a very 
foe gentleman indeed! when we had ſent after you 
all over the town, not to leave your bottle Gr "Hy 
party at quadrille with the ladies you have a 


fare reputation among em, I afſyre you there is 


an irreconcilable quarrel with my wife I have ſtrict 
orders never to mention your name to her. 
Mon. Ha, ha, ha! that is pleaſant enough, Co- 
1lonel, your wife's orders to you, who have the moſt 
bobedient wife in Chriſtendom. 
Col. Rapp. Yes, I thank heaven, I am maſter of 
my own houſe, 
Mo. Then I hope you will vr your bedr 
on her to forgive me. 
1 _ 


THE DIFFERENT Huss aNDS ur 
Col. Rar r. Well, well, I don't know but I may, 
ſince you alk it——I am glad I have brought-you 
to that I believe I have made up a hundred 
1 between Jos: and oe never bring you to 
it before. 


Mor. Aud pet l . on. ny bdes; had you ; 5 ö 


dre with us Jou, you wou d not have left us for 2 
cards. | 
Col. Rave. No, L hate? 'em of. all things i in the 
world — that's half my quarrel, 10 Pony: __ 1 was 
forc'd to ſupply your place. i 
MNox. I pity you heartily. r. 
Col. Rarr. Ay, and with my wife. 3749 7 l en, 
Moy. True, a wife often makes one's pleaſure 
diſtaſteful; what is in itſelf diſagreeable, ſhe muſt 
make very damnable indeed. But I wonder you, 
who are maſter of your own houſe, Colonel, don't 
— cards dar of it, ſince yau die m io 
Muc 1 * 
Col. Raps. Why, that I have acne ada 
but then it puts my wife ſo plaguily out of humour, 
and that I can't bear . belides, Mr. Mondiſh, 
let me tell you a matrimonial ſecret Let a man 
be never ſo much the maſter of his houſe, if his wife 
be continually in an ill Dunne be leads but an un- 
ealy life in't. Moi 
Mon. But methinks fo good. a lady a as ; yours; 
_ now and then give into the ſentiments of her 
| huſband. 


Col. Rare. Oh, no one readier; but then, you. 


know, ſhe can't help her temper : and if e com- 


| Plies againſt her will, you know, it is the more obli- 
ging in her; and then you know, if her complai- 
ſance makes her unhappy, and out of humour, re | 
in the vapours, a man muſt be the greateſt of brutes 
te perſiſt- Beſides, my wife is the moſt un- 
fortunate perſon in the world: for tho? ſhe loves me 
of all things, and knows that ſeeing her in the va- 
pours makes me 8 yet 1 never ey her 

any 


. \ 


12 THE UNIVERSAL GALLANT: OR; 
any one thing in the world, but ſlap, it immediately 
. threw her into 'em——If it was not for thoſe 
ring, Hours; we ſhou'd be _ ei e 
8 
Mon. Nay, PTY 1 believe 5 . 
Col. Rare. Truly, believe we may; at leaſt 
we have ſuch a picture of the contrary n on 
eyes. 
Mon. Who, Sir Simon, ade his Lady P.- | 
Col. RArr. Ay, Sir Simon, call him any * 
but my brother, he's not akin to me, l'm ſure: 
for next to mine, he has the beſt wife in the world; 
and yet he never ſuffers her to have an eaſy hour from 
his curſed jealouſy. I intend to part families, for 
there is no poſſibility of living together any longer 
He affronted a gentleman t other day, for tak⸗ 
ing up his lady's glove: and it was no longer ago 
than yeſterday, that my wife and ſhe were gone 
only to an auction ; (where, by the bye, they did-not 
| to throw away their money neither, for they 
bought nothing) when this curſed brother of mine, 
finds em out, . expoſes em both, and forc'd 'em 


away home My houſe is an errant garriſon in 


= of war, no one enters or goes -out without be- 
ſearch'd; and if a lac'd coat paſſes by the win- 
3 his eye is never r off him till he is out of the 
„ c 
Enter Servant. 
- Serv. Sir Simon Raffler, Sir. 


Col. Raxe. Oh, the devil! Il be gone. 
Mon. No, Colonel, that's unkind. 


Euter Sir SIMON. 
Sir Simon, your moſt obedient ſervant. 4 5 ; 
Sir Sim. Mr. Mondiſh, — morrow, Oh bro- : 


ther! are you here? 
Col. RArr. How do you, brother 21 I hope your 


Lady $ well this morning | Ft 
Sir 


THE DIFFERENT HUSBANDS. 2g 
Sir S1. Muſt you always aſk impertinent que- 
! A huſpand is a proper perſon indeed to en- 
quire of about his wife. If you aſk your own, 
when you ſee her next, ſhe will inform you, for | 
Jop — they are gadding together. 
| ol, Rape, Sir Simon, you may behave to your 
own lady as you baun bar I debe you not to re- 
fle& on mine. 
Sir Six. And you ks let your wife behave as 
| the pleaſes; ; but I deſire ſhe may be no pattern to 
mine. 1 think one enough in a family, + 
Col. Rarr. One! I don t know what you mean, 1 
don't underſtand you. 
Mor. Oh, dear deen let me 80 there nay: 
be none of this miſunderſtanding: 1 in my hoble,” Lan 
are both too hot indeed. | tos ro os 
Col. Rare. I am appeas'd——Bur let me ell 
you, brother 
Mor. Dear Colonel, no wore— Well, Sir Simon, 
what news have you in town? | 
Sir SIM. Nothing but auckoldomi, e 
koldom every where. Women run away from their 
 huſbands——Actions brought in-Weſtminſter-hall. 
I expect, ſhortly, to ſee it made an article in the 
news- papers, and cuckolds ſince our los lift, as re- 
gularly inſerted as bankrupts are now. 
Col. Ra rr. Oh lud, oh lud, poor n poor 
man! you make me ſick, brother, indeed you do. 
Sir Siu. And you'll ' make me mad, brother, in- 
deed you will. | 
Mon. Come, come gentlamen, let me reconcile 
this thing between you Colonel, you know the 
exceſſive jealouſy. of Sir Simon's temper, and I won- 
der a man of your excellent ſenſe will think it worth 
your while to argue with him. [Afide 10 Col. Raff. 
Col. Raye; Mondilh is certainly a fellow of the 
beſt ſenſe in the world. Aide. 
Mom. Sir Simon, you .haow the colonels eaſy 


temper ſe. well, that” I am ſurpriz d one of your 
1 S 


14 THE ERSAL GALLANT : OR; 
good underftanding will reafor/ with a man, who 
ill defend his mm JETT about this town every 

[Ade to Sir Simon. 

Sir See. This man N a moſt excellent under- 
landing. Aude. 

Mon. Come, come, gentlemen, ſhake: kands and 
be friends, and let us have no more animoſities. 
Col. RArr. With all my heart. 1010 

Sir Siu. And mine — And now, gentlemen, we 
are amongſt ourſelves, believe I have my honour, 
I am ſure of it, I don't ſuſpect I have it not, but I 
think it ought to be valued. 

Mo. Doubtleſs, doubtleſs, Sir Simon. | 
Sir Siu. I am not one of thoſe jealous people that 
are afraid of every wind that blows. A woman may 
fit by a man once at a play without any deſign, and 
once a year may go to court, or an aſſembly, nay, 
and may ſpeak to one of her hufband's her friends 
there; if he be a relation, indeed, I ſhou'd like it 
better. But why all thoſe curteſies to every fellow 
he knows? Why always running to that church 
3 the youngeſt parſon is? 
Mod. Why fend of operas, mellpderades] _ 
StR Sex. J almoſt ſwoon at the name. 
Col. Rare. I ſhall, Fm ſure, if I ſtay any bagger 
— ſo your ſervant. I Exit. 
Mo. Then that curſed recent ds of the ſexes, 
which are called auctions. 

Sir Six. I thank heaven there are none to- day, 1 
have ſearch'd all the advertiſements. 

Mon. But there are ſhops, ſhops, Sir Simon. 

Sir Sim. I wiſh they were ſhut up with all my 
heart | eſpecially thoſe brothels the milliners ſhops, 
in which cuckoldom i is the chief trade Uhr is 22 7 
„n. 

Mon. Heyday! 1s- the coletel gone ? 

Sir Sim. I am glad of it, for truly I take no plea- 
ſure in his company. Mr. Mondiſn, you are a man 
of honour, and my * and as * are intimate 


Home 


THE DIFFERENT HUS BANDS. 1g 
in the family, muſt, I dare ſwear, have obſerved, 
with concern, the maultitude of idle young fellows 
that ſwarm at our houſe. |, There is one particularly, 
who almoſt lives there continually, and has, no 
doubt, behav'd before tif, like a thorough fine 
gentleman, and a man 4 Ag * „ 

Mon. Who is he, 3 

Sir Sim. Oh, a fel Fas ab is never out of lace 
and embroidery-a tall, ſtrapping, well-looking, ill- 
looking raſcal! whom I wou'd as ſoon admit into 
my family, as a wolf into a bla. | 

Mow. What is his name? 

Sir SM. Gaylove, I think they call une | 
blood runs cold when I think of him. 

Mon. Sir Simon, you need be under no appre- 
henſion; for my lady Raffler is a woman of that are ; 
dence and diſcretion— 

Sir Sr. Yes, Sir: but very e and diſcreet 
women have made very odd monſters of their huſ- 
bands. I had rather truſt moi ch own ed than 
| hers, I thank you. | 

Mon. Was I marry'd to chat woman, I ſhould be 
the moſt contented man alive; for, on my honour} 
1 think ſhe ſurpaſſes the reſt of womankind as much 
in virtue as beauty. th 

Sir SIM. Ha! what? | 

| Mon. Nay more in my opinion—for to tell y . 
a truth, (which I know you will excuſe me 100) I 
do not think her fo ee as the reſt of the 
world think her. | 

Sir SIM. Nor I, neither—T am 4 to hear you 
don't.—1 began to be in a W dear Mon- 
difh, tho' my wife be, as you ſay, a virtuous Wo- 

man, and I know ſhe is, I am ſure of it; and was 
never jealous of her in my life: yet I take virtue to 
be that fort of gold in a wife, which the leſs it is 
try'd, the brighter it ſhines; beſides, you know, 
there is a trouble in reſiſting temptation, and I am 
willing to ſpare my wife all the trouble I can. 2 : 
ner 


S. + 
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s a Servant. . 


Sxuv. 7 captain Spark to wait on you. 

Sir Si. Who is he, pray? 

Mon. A relation of mine, a courtier, and fo fine 
A a gentleman, that (if you will believe him) he has 
had all the fine women in town. 


Enter Captain S P AR K. 


Capt. EE Dear couſin Mondiſh, your very 
humble ſervant, I only call co.aſk you how you do 
— for I can't ftay ten minutes with you have 
Juſt left ſome ladies, whom I have promled to meet 
in the park——Hark'ye. [Whiſpers Mon. 
Sir Six. I hope my wife is not one of em a very 
impudent- looking fellow, this courtier, and has, I 
Warrant, as many cuckolds in the fs as that has 
debtors at court. | ; 
Capt. SraRK. The devil take me if it is not the 
very woman ! but pray take her, I dangled after her 
long enough too. You muſt know, the laſt time I 
ſaw her was at an aſſembly. 1555 | 
Sir Sit. That is another name for a bawdy- * 
houſe. = (| £4, +. fees. 
Capt. SPARK. And there I piqued her mo? con- 
foundedly, ſo that ſhe vow'd ſhe'd never ſpeak to 
me again; and indeed ſhe kept her word, till yeſter- 
day I met her at an auction there was another lady 
with her—at firſt ſhe put on an air of indifference. 
O, ho! thinks I, are you at that ſport ? I'll fit you, 
I. warrant. So, Sir, I goes up to the other lady, who 
happened to be her ſiſter, and an intimate acquaint- 
ance of mine But I aſk pardon, this is a dull en- 
tertainment to you, Sir, | [To Sir Sim. 
Sir Siu. Far from it, Sir; but I beg I may not 
be thought impertinent, if 1 alk whether this my 
was ſhort or tall? . _ LH 2 
Capt, SPARK. A ſhort woman, Sir. 
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Sir Siu. Then I am ſafe [a/ide. rn Herthape 
ſome people think her tall, 

Capt. SPARK, Le Sir; I know &veral who bini 
her Ka 30 5 

Sir Six. 1 am on the racks [afe ih Irie 1 aſk 
ten thouſand pardons; but was ſhe a brown or a 
fair woman ? 

Capt. Sy aRR. Oh, Sir! no barm——She was a 
brown waiman; Sit. | 

Sir Si. Rather inclining to fol: Ly 
2 Capt. SPARK: Les, a good deal inclining to 
alr. | 

Sir SIM. I : am undone | 1 if 1 was to aſk her name, 

I ſhould hear my own I will go tear her eyes 
out Mr. Mondiſh your ſervant! your. fer- 
vant ! 1 

Mom. Be not in fuch a hutry, Sir Simon. 

Sir Siu. I am in a great hurry, Sit; your humble 
ſervant ! 3 $311 | LEExit. 

Capt. SpakE. Pry thee, dear coz, what queer 
fellow is that? Gad, I began to think. he ſuſpected 
me with ſome relation of his. 

Mon. Faith, probable enough——for he wou'd 
ſuſpect a more unlikely man than you. ; 

Capt. Spark. Ha, ha! George, I believe 1 am 
ſuſpected in town—=——T believe there are women 
Il fay no more, but 1 believe there are women, 1 
ſay na more. 

Mon. And upon my raul, 1 believe thou canſt ſay 
no more on thy own knowled ge: 5 [ Afedes 

Capt. Sp ARK. Here; here, you muſt _ aſk to ſee 
the name.  F Pulls out ſeveral letters.] May I be curſt 
if this be not from a woman of the firſt diſtinction 
as if he is here, I muſt put it P IG ; FE 


Enter GAY LOVE. 


Gay; ' digit ens fs Hal I | monlicut 
Spe!“ a ; Sr 
Vol. III. | & "Capt. 
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Capt. Sparx. My dear Gaylove, how long haſt 


thou been in town ? 
GA. About a fortnight, „ 
Capt. Spark, Mondiſh, this 1s the beſt friend 


have in the world, if it had not been for him, I had 


dy*d of the ſpleen in country. quarters —1 made his 


houſe my own. 


Gay. Upon my honour he did, and 10 enciivly; 
that if he had not been order'd away, I ci I 


ſhould ſhortly have given it him. 
Capt. Spark, Thou art a pleafant fellow! but 


pr'ythee how do all the wn ? How do Miſs Flirt, 


and Miſs Flareit, Miſs Caper, Miſs Liſp, and my 


dear Jenny Thumpfloor? 
Gay. All at your ſervice, Sir; but methinks you 


ſhould have aſk d after your dear Clarinda. 
Capt. Syarx. O! ay, Clarinda! how does ſhe 


do? upon my ſoul I was fond of that wench ; but 


ſhe grew ſo fond again, that the world began to take 


notice of us, and yet if ever any thing paſs'd be- 
tween us, at leaſt any thing that ought not, may I 
be - But what ſignifies ſwearing Come, I 
know you are a ſuſpicious rogue. 

Gay. Far from it—I have always defended you 
both. For as I am confident ſhe wou'd not grant 
any thing diſhonourable, ſo I am confident thou 


wou'dſt not take it. 
 Mox. And if you will be evidence for the lady, 


I will for the gentleman. 


Capt. SPARK. Your ſervant, your ſervant, my 
dear friends; you have made me a compliment at 
a cheap rate, I ſhall not riſque your conſciences; 
yet in my ſenſe of the word Diſhonourable, you 
might ſwear it, for J poſitively think nothing diſ- 
honourable can paſs between man and woman. 

Mow. Excellent doctrine indeed! 

Gay. I am not of your opinion : for I think it 
very diſhonourable in a fine gentleman to folicit fa- 


TYNES: | 
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vours from a lady, and refuſe accepting em when 
ſhe wou'd grant em. 

Capt. Scaxk. O! a fad dog! ha, ha, ha! 

Mon. Unleſs it be not in his power to accept em, 
Gaylove. The braveſt fellow may be beaten, you 
know, without loſs of honour. 

Capt. Syark. Well, well! you may ſuſpe& what 
you pleaſe—You. poor devils that never had any 
thing above a ſempſtreſs, make ſuch a rout about the 
reputation of a woman a little above the ordinary 
rank : you make as much noiſe in town about a 
man's having a woman of quality, as they wou'd 
1n the country if one had run away with a juſtice 
of peace's eldeſt daughter—Now, to me, women of 


quality are like other women. 
. Gay. Thou know'ſt no difference, I dare ſwear. 


Enter a Servant, 


 Sexv. Sir, my lady Fophunter' s coach is at the 
door. 

Capt. Sp ARE. She has ſent it ſor me; lam to call 

on her at lady Sightly's damn her ! 1 wiſh ſhe had 

forgot the eee will you go with 
me? 

Sax. No, excuſe me. 

"oO Seark. Well, gentlemen, I hope you will 
excuſe me too — ſo, Fm your very humble ſervant. 

5 5 | | Exit. 
Mor. I wiſh thou hadſt been here ſooner, I have 
had ſome rare diverſion this morning: here have 
been Sir Simon and the Colonel, and have quarrel'd 
about their wives. But what is better ſtill, the no- 
ble captain juſt now departed, hath ſent Sir Simon 
away fully e that he has an affair with his 
wife. 

Gay. Then we ſhall have it in the afternoon at 
Mrs. Raffler's tea-table. 


Mov. I think you live there, Gaylove, 
C 2 „ 
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Gay. I have pretty much lately ; for'to let you 
into a ſecret, George, I have a miſtreſs there. | 
Mon. What has the captain infected you, that 
you are ſo open-hearted; or is this a particular mark 
of your confidence in me? 

Gay. Neither. It is impochble it ſhould be a 
ſecrer long, and I am not aſham'd of having an 
honourable paſſion for a woman, from which T hope 
to reap better fruits than the Captain "ny pro 
poſes from his amours. 

Mon. I rather fear thou wilt find worſe. Theſe 
ſort of gentlemen are the only perſons who engage 
with women without danger. The reputation of an 
amour is what they propoſe, and what they gene 
rally effect: for, as they indulge their vanity at the 
price of all that is dear to a woman, the world is 
good- natur'd enough to make one perſon ridicu- 
louſly happy, at the expence of making another ſe- 
riouſly miſerable. 

Gay. Hang em! I believe they en more 
reputations than they hurt] fancy women, by 
an affected intimacy with theſe fellows, have divert- 
ed the world from diſcovering a age ſubſtantial 
amour in another place. 

Mon. Do you think ſo-? then T wou'd ain you 
to introduce my kinſman, here, to Mrs. Raffler. 

Gay. Are there reputations there, then, that 
want cloaks? 

Mon. Ha, ha, ha! 

Gay. Nay, pr'ythee tell me frioully; for the 
deuce take me, if theſe two years retirement hatn 
not made me ſuch a ſtranger to the town ——— 

Mon. Then ſeriouſly, I think there is no cloak 
wanted; for a fond, credulons huſband, is the beſt 
cloak in the world, And if a man will put his horns 
In his _ none will ever pick his pocket of em. 

he will be ſo good as to be very eaſy under be- 
ing a cuckold, the 'good- natur'd world will ſuffer 
his wite to be eaſy under making him one, 
Sax. 
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Gar. A word to the wiſe, George—Bur, faith! 
thou haſt inform d me E what I did not ſuſpect be- 
fore. 

| Mon. The wits by. not want a Bar to inform 
them of what they knew before. 

Gay. What doſt thou mean? | 

Mon. Then, in a word, my cloſe Fe this 
mighty ſecret, which you have diſcover'd to me, I 
knew ſome time before. Nay, and I. can tell you 
another thing—the world knows it, 

Gay. Let *em know it, I am ſo far from being 
aſham'd of my paſſion, that I'm vain. of my choice. 
Mo. Ha, ha, ha! this is excellent in a fellow of 
thy ſenſe ! I ſhall begin ſhortly to look on the cap- 
tain as no extraordinary character Vain of 
your choice! Ha! ha! ha! now am I vain of my 
good-nature—for I cou'd ſo reduce that vanity of 


Gav. 1 ſuppoſe thou art t:prepar'd. with ſome cool 
lecture of modern ceconomy. I know thee to be one 
of thoſe who are afraid to be happy out of the road 
of right wiſdomI tell thee, George, let the world 
ſay what it will, there is more true happineſs in 
jr folly of love, than in * the wiſdom of Philo- 
ſophy. | 

Mon. Ha, ha ! ha! 

Gav. It is the faſhion of the world to mug at a 
man who owns his paſſion, and thou art a true fol- 
lower of the world. 

Mon. Thou art a follower of the world, I am Theme: 
You muſt be modeſt indeed, to be aſhanr'd of your 
paſſion, ſince you have ſuch multitudes to vo you 
in countenance. 

Gar. So much the better. Rivals keep a man's 
paſſion up; it gives continual new pleaſure in the 
arms of a miſtreſs, to think half the coxcombs in 
the town are ſighing for what you are in poſſeſſion 
of. e e ne c 
Mon. Ay, faith, and the gallant has a pleaſure 

3 | ſome- 
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ſometimes to think a huſband i is in poſſeſſion of what 
he is weary of. 

Gay. How the happy man triumphs in his heare, 
when he ſees his woman walking thro' a crowd of 
fellows in the Mall, or a drawing-room, ſome ſigh- 
ing, ſome ogling; all envying him : and retiring 
immediately to roaſt her at the next tavern. 

Mon. When he wiſhes himſelf, as heartily. as 
they do themſelves, with her, which perhaps ſome 
of them are, in their turn. And I wou'd not have 
you too ſure that may not be your caſe. 

Sax. Pugh! you have heard Spark talk of her, 
I ſuppoſe ; or heard her talk'd of for Spark 1 
ſhou'd be no more jealous of her with him, than with 
one of her own ſex.—Now, in my opinion, a ſquir- | 
rel is a more dangerous rival than a beau; for he 1 18 
more liable to ſhare her heart, and 

Mox. Why, this is a good credulous, marriage- 
able opinion, and wou'd fit well on a huſband, 

Gay. Well! and I ſee no terrors in that name. 

Mon. Nor I neither. I think it a good, harmleſs 
name. Beſides, the colonel is a rare inſtance of the 
contrary, If a man can be happy in marriage, I 
dare ſwear he is his wife is young, handſome, 
- witty, and conſtant in his opinion. 

Gay. And that is the ſame as if ſhe were ſo in 
reality—for, if a man be happy in his own opinion, 
I fee little reaſon why he ſhou'd trouble himſelf 
about the world's. 

Mon. Or ſuppoſe ſhe were inconſtant, if ſhe is 
fond of you while Fou are with her, why ſhou'd 
you like r the leſs? I don't ſee why he 1s not as 
ſelfiſh who wou'd love by himſelf, as he who wou'd 
drink by himſelf —— Sure he is a nice and a dull fot, 
who quarrels with his wine, becauſe another drinks 
out of the ſame caſk. Nay, perhaps, it were better 
to have two or three companions in both, and wou'd 
prevent the glaſs coming round too fall, 5 

AY, 
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Gay. Thou art in a ſtrange whimſical humour to- 
day. I fancy ſomething has diſturb'd you. 

Mon, No, faith! tho* ſomething has happen'd 
which might have diſturb'd another —I have been 
diſcarded this morning. Here's my diſcharge, do 
you know the hand ? living the letter, 

Gay. Hum 1 ſuppoſe you will be ſurprix'd. 
| woman—imprudent—a paſſi ian —conuinc d fals ft of 
Mankind. 
Mo. His countenance does not alter—He does 
not know her hand ſure. | [ A/ede. 

Gay. [ Reading.) Friend you are 1o—Mrs. Ralle 
— the devil; 

Mon. What think you now ? | 

Gay. Think ! that thou art a happy man. 

Mon. I hope, then, you will not interfere with 
my happineſs. | 

Gay, Not I, upon my lonoog,. | 

Mow. Thou art an obliging, good-natur'd fel- 
low; and now, I will wait on you where you pleaſe 


to Een 


_ Gav. I have a tare vilit to make, but will meet 
you any where at three. 

Mon. At the Key and Garter, if you pleaſe. 

_ Gary, I will be there, adieu. . 

Mow. This cool reception of my letter ill agrees 
with the warm profeſſions he made before. Nor 
did he ſhew a ſufficient ſurprize—ſhe certainly had 
acquainted him with 1t—it is natural to ſuppole, her 
fear that I might diſcover it to him, might ſet her 
on trying to be beforehand. And yet this behaviour 
in Gaylove is not agreeable to his nature, which I 
know to be rather too open. I will find the bottom 
of this out—I will ſee her in the afternoon myſelf. 
E Damn her! I was weary of the affair, and ſhe 

has found out the only way to renew my eagerneſs. 


the whole pleaſure of life is purſuit. 
C 4 Our 
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Our game tho? we are eager to embrace, 
er plenſure” 5 always over with the chace. | 


4 CT" "W: SCENE. . 


Sir SIM ON's Houſe, 


Enter Lady RAFFLER, and Mrs. RAFF LER. 


Lady Rar. EVER tell me, ſiſter, it is no- 
torious that a woman of my vir- 
tue and diſcretion, and prudence, ſhou'd be eters 
nally tormented with the ſuſpicions of a Jealous- 
pated huſband. | 

Mrs. Raxs. I own it, but I only propoſe to you 
the beſt method to quiet them. . You cannot alter 
his nature, and if you wou'd condeſcend to flatter 
it a little, you wou'd make your life much eaſier. 
Lady Rass. I flatter it! J aſſure you, I ſhan't. 
If my virtue be not clear enough of itſelf, I ſhall 
uſe no art to make it ſo— Muſt I give a huſband an 
account of all my words and actions? mult I ſatisfy 
his groundleſs fears? I am no ſuch poor-ſpirited 
| wretch; and I ſolemnly declare, if I knew any one 
thing that wou'd make him more jealous than ans 
other, I wou'd do it. 

Mrs. Raye. Then you wou'd do wrong, my dear, 
1 _ only revenge your huſband's Jealouſy pk hl 

fel | 

Lady Rar. Siſter, ſiſter, don't preach up any 
of your maxims to me. If the colonel was of Sir 
Simon's temper, you wou'd lead a worſe life than I 
do. 

Mrs. RAyr. 1 you are e ; 1 my 
huſband was as jealous, and as cunning as the de- 
vil, I wou'd engage to make an arrant aſs of him. 

Lady Rarr. You d make another ſort of a 
beaſt of him. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Rare: I don't tell you that. But if T hot d, 
he had better be fo, than ſuſpect it his horns wou'd 
hurt him leſs on his forehead than in his eyes. 

Lady Rar. I wonder you can talk ſuch ſtuff to 
me, I can't bear to hear 1 it, the very name of a whore 
makes me ſwoon; if any ſet of words cou'd ever 
raiſe the devil, that ſingle one wou d do more than 
all. 

Mrs. Raye. Dear ſiſter, don' t be fo outragebuſly 
virtuous. | 

Lady Raye. It wou'd' be welt for you, if the 
colonel had a little of Sir Simon's temper. I can't 
help telling you there are ſome actions of your life 
which I am far from approving. 

Mrs. Rarr. Come, don't be cenſorious. I never 
refuſed giving my huſband an account of any of my 
actions, when he deſires it—and that is more than 
you can ſay. | 
' Rady Rare. My actions give an account of them- 
felves, I am not atraid of the world's looking into 
em. ö 

Mrs. Rare. Take my word for it, child, pure na- 
ture won't do, the world will eaſily ſee your faults, 
but your virtues muſt be ſhewn artfully, or they will 
not be diſcover d. Art goes beyond nature; and 
a woman who has only virtue in her face, will paſs 
much better thro* the world, than ſhe who has it 
only in her heart. 
Lady RArr. I don't know what you mean, ma- 
dam, I am ſure my conduct has been always care- 
ful of appearances; but as for the ſuſpicions of my 
huſband, I deſpiſe; and neither can nor will give 
myſelf any trouble about 'em. 

Mrs. Rar. Soh! here he comes, Fee I e 
we ſhall have the uſual dialogue. 


_ Enter Sir SIMON. 


Sir SIM, Your: fervant ladies Why you are at 
home early to. day. What, cou'd you find no di- 
verſions 
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verſions in town? Is. there no opera-rehearſal, no 
auctions, no Mall? 
Lady Rarr. No, none: beſides, my ſiſter had a 
mind to be at home. 
Sir Sim, Tou need not have ſaid that, my dear, I 
ſhou'd not have ſuſpected you. 
Lady Rar. I think, r ſeldom give you reaſon 
of ſuſpecting my fondneſs for my own houſe. 
Sir SIM, No, nor of any thing elſe, I am not 
Jealous of you, my dear. 
Lady Rar. It wou'd give me no uneaſineſs, if 
you was. 
Sir Siu. I am not jealous even of captain Spark. 
Lady Rarr. Captain Spark ! who is he? 
Sir Siu. Tho' he is a very pretty gentleman, and 
is very agreeable company. 
Lady Rarr. I long to ſee him mightily, Won't 
you invite him hither, my dear ? 
Sir Six. Why ſhou'd I invite him, when you 
can meet him at an auction as well ? Beſides, it 
ſeems, he 1s not proper company for me, or you 
would not haye ſhuffled him away yeſterday, when 
I came. You need not have taken ſuch care to hide 
him, I ſhou'd not have been Jealous of him, my 
dear. 
Mrs. RarV. This mult be ſome ſtrange chimera 
of his own: no ſuch perſon was with us. [| A/ide. 
Lady Rare. No, my dear, I know you wou'd 
not, tho' he is a very pretty fellow. _ 
Sir Siu. The devil take all ſuch pretty fellows ! 
with all my heart and ſoul. l aAlde. 
Lady Rarr. Don't you know, ſiſter, he is the, 
moſt witty, moſt entertaining creature in the world : 2 
Mrs. Raye. Think whom fo? 5 
Lady Ray. Oh, the captain,—ceptain,—what $ 
his name ? 
Sir Six. Capthin Spark, madam. I'll 1 ow. 
Lady RAFF. Ay, captain Spa.. 7 
rs, 
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Mrs. Rare. I know no captain Spark, ee 
any ſuch perſon with us yeſterday. | 
Lady Raye. Don't believe her, my dear. 


Sir SiM. No, my dear, I ſhall not, I aſſure Your 


But do you think this right, my dear? 
Lady Rare. What right? 


Sir Siu. Why being particular wich! an idle, rake: 


helly young fellow. 
Lady RAF. Sir Simon, I ſhall not have my com- 


pany preſcrib'd to me by any one. I will keep what. 
company I pleaſe, I ſhall anſwer to the world for my 


F 


actions. 

Sir SIM. Yes, madam, I am to anſwer to the 
world for your actions tool am moſt concern'd to 
ſee that you act right, ſince I muſt bear the YR 
part of the ſhame, if you don't. | 

Lady Rar. Sir, this is a uſage I can't bear, nor 
I won't bear! trouble not me with your baſe, ground- 
leſs ſuſpicions : I believe the whole world is ſenſible 
how unwarthy you are of a woman of my virtue; 
but, henceforth, whenever any of theſe chimeras are 
rais'd in your head, I ſhall leave you to lay them at 
your leiſure. [ Exit. 

Sir S1M4. Is not this intolerable ? is not this in- 
ſufferable ! this is the comfortable ſtate that a man 
is wiſh'd joy of by his friends: and yet no man 
wiſhes a man joy of being condemn'd, or of getting 
the plague. But when a man 1s marry'd, Give you 
Joy, Sir, cries one fool; I wiſh you Joy, ſays an- 
other; and thus the wretch is uſher'd into the gal- 


lies, with the ſame triumph as he cou'd be exalted 


to the empire of the Great Mogul. 


Mrs. Rarr. You yourſelf make it ſo, brother: 


if you had leſs jealouſy in your temper, or lady 
Raffler more complaiſance, you might be very hap- 
py—Y ou torment yourſelf with groundleſs fears, 
and ſhe depends on her own innocence, and will 
not quiet them, This was the caſe juſt now: for 
. put this captain Spark into your head, b 

WIl 


[ 
| 

| 
| 
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will take my oath, ſhe ſpoke to no ſuch man at the 
auction. 

Sir S144, You are a truſty confident, 1 find—but 
I had it from his own mouth. 

Mrs. Ra Fr. What had you from his own enen 

Sir Siu. What! why that my wife was a tall 
woman. 

Mrs. RAF. Ha, ha, hal a very good . to 
be jealous, indeed. | 

Sir Stu. Yes, madam, and that ſhe was a Fair 
woman. 

Mrs. Ras. Well, and—— Ha, ha, hat | 

Sir Siu. Look ye, ſiſter, if he had told me this 
at firſt, I ſhou'd not have regarded it: but I pumpt 
it out of him. He is a very cloſe fellow, and pro- 
per to be truſted with a ſecret, I can tell you; for 
he told me juſt the contrary ; but truth will our, 
ſiſter : beſides, did you not hear my wife confeſs 
We 

Mrs; Rarr. That was only in revenge, to plague 
you. } 

Sir Siu. A very charitable good ſort of lady, 
truly. 

Mrs. Raz. I wiſh ſhe was of my temper, bro- 
ther, and wou'd give you ſatisfaction in every thing, 
For my part, I own, if I was your wife, your 
jealouſy would give me no pain, and I ſhould take 
a pleaſure in quieting it: I ſhou'd never be uneaſy 
at your enquiring into any of my aftions—l ſhou'd 
rather take it for a proof of your love, and be the 
fonder of you for it. 

Sir StM. Yes, Madam, but I do not deſire my 
wife ſhould be like you, neither. 

Mrs. Rare. Why ſo, brother? what do you 
diſlike in me ? 

Sir S1M, Truly, madam, that rendezvous of fel- 
los you continually keep at your houſe, and which, 
it your huſband was of my mind 


"OT MAFF. He wou'd be Jealous of, I ſuppoſe. 
Sir 
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Sir Siu. Particularly, that tall fellow, who break- 
faſts here, dines here, ſups here, and I believe lies 
here, or will lie here very ſhortly; © © 
Mrs. Rary. Hold, brother, I deſire you wou'd 
not grow dried gr no: wonder, __ WES: can't 
bear with this curſed temper of yours. 


Sir Si. What can a marry'd woman mean by an 


intimacy with any other but her huſband? 4 
Mrs. Rarr. What's that to you, — who 
made you the inquiſitor of my actions? Do you 
think to call me to an account, as you do your wife ? 
Oh! if I was married to ſuch a jealous—If did not 
give him enough of his jealouſy in one week, if [ 
id not make him heartily: weary on't——=- .-" 
Sir Sim. Oh rare! this is the woman that wow 
take 3 a pleaſure in ſatisfying her huſband's doubts. - 
Mrs. RAF. Look ye, Sir Simon, your temper 
is ſo intolerable, that you are the by-word' of every 
one; the whole town compaſſionates my - ſiſter's 
caſe, and if I was ſhe, if a virtuous woman cou'd 


not content you, you ſhou'd have your. content an- 


other way If you wou'd have an account of every 
thing I did, I wou'd do ſomething worth n "ou 
an account of. 

Sir Siu. I believe it, I eaſily believe it. It is 
very plain who is my wife's counſellor—Bur I ſhall 
take care to get ſome better advice; for I. n not 
be a cuckold if I can help it, Madam. 


Enter CLARINDA.. 


CL. There s my poor lady Raffler within in the 
moſt terrible way She has taken a whole bottle of 
hartſhorn to keep up her ſpirits. It has thrown me 
into the vapours, to ſee her in ſuch a condition, and 
ſhe won't tell me what's the matter with her. 

Mrs. Rar. Can you have liv'd a fortnight in 
the houſe, and want to know it ? Sir Simon has 
abus'd her in the moſt barbarous manner. Lou are 


a wicked man. n 1 4 po! 
CLa. 
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CA. I am ſure OR one of the beſt. women in 
the world. 
Mrs. Rar. Any 0 one « but a bats: might be hap» 
ppovith ſuch a wife. 
Cr A. He that can 't, I am ies; can be Kappy 
with no woman. 
Mrs. Rare. Oh! that 1 had but a jealous huſ- 
| band for one month. ' 
CA. Heav'n forbid, I ſnhou'd ever have one. 
Sir Siu. So the enemy is reinforc'd, and bravery 


can hold out no longer. 


Cx A. Dear uncle, ee ſhall go and comfort her, 


mid aſk her pardon... 
Mrs. Rare. She i is too Hood, if he forgives ſuch 


| baſe ſuſpicions. 


Ca. I am ſure ſhe never gave you any reaſon for 
them. I don't believe ſhe wou'd do any thing to 
bring her conduct into queſtion for the world. 

MS. RAF. She is too cautious. If I was in her 
caſe. F'd make the houſe too hot for him. 

SIR SI. So it is already. Who's there? bring 
my chariot this inſtant, or if that be not ready, get 
me a chair; get me any thing, that will l me 
away. N 


Enter Servant. 


Gan. Madam, Mr. Gaylove deſires to > 0 if 
you are at home. 

Mrs. Rarr. Yes, I ſhall be od to 95 n 

Sir S111. Heav'n be prais'd, my wife is not in a 
condition to ſee company. 3 
Mrs. Rare. Here's a picture of matrimony for 
you, dear Clarinda; what ſay you now to a coach 
and fix with ſuch a huſband ? © 

CLa. That I had rather walk on foot all the days 


of my life. 


Mrs. Rap. —. — difference i 18 1 between Mr. 
Gaylove's temper, and your uncle's! how happy 
wou'd a woman be with him!  — 85 

LA. 
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'Cra.-I am not ſure of that Men often appear 
before marriage different creatures from what they 
are after it—Beſides, there is ſomething in him ſo 
—-ſomething ſo—In ſhort, ſomething in him I don't 
like, and of all women in the n 1 ſhall never 


envy Mrs. Gaylove., _ 
Mus. Rare, That's a 3 1 am flags [Afde.] 


| N ay, the man is agreeable e he is N e 


CLA. I don't think ſo. 
Mrs. Rar. He has a great deal of wit. 
Cra. Then he has wiſdom enough to keep it to 


himſelf, 


Mrs. Rare. And the bel natur d creature in aha 


world. 
i very good-natur'd i in you to think him 
ſo. 


world. In my own, he has none of theſe qualities: 
And I wonder how the world- came ever to give 


them to him. 
CLA. So do I, if he does not . them; for 


the world ſeldom errs on that ſide the queſtion. 


Mrs. Rare. And yet it does in him. For to me, | 


he is the moſt diſagreeable creature on earth. 

CLa. Well, 1 cannot be of your opinion—there 
is ſomewhat in his countenance when he ſmiles, ſo 
extremely good-humour'd ; I love dearly to ſee him 
ſmile, and you know he's always a ſmiling——and 
his eyes laugh ſo comically, and have much ſweet- 
neſs in them. Then he 1s the moſt entertaining 
creature upon earth, and I have heard ſome. very 
good- natur'd actions of his too. The world, I dare 
ſwear, does not think one whit better of him than 
he deſerves, Wo 

Mrs, Rare, Oh, ſay. you. ſo, Madam? 


Enter GAYLOVE and MONDISH. 
Oh! here he is— Are you there too? 


* 


Mrs. * Ha, ha, ha! Indeed and 65 it wou'd. 
For I have been only telling you the opinion of the 


Gar. 
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Ga. Ladies, your ſervant To find Mrs, Rafflet 

at home, and without company at this high viſiting 
ſeaſon, is ſo ſurprizing—'-  - 

\Mrs.'Rary. Lard, I ſuppoſe 700 ink us like 
thoſe country ladies you have lately convers'd with, 
who never owe a viſit at the weeks-end to any 
their huſband's' tenants wives Do you think we 
have nothing elſe to do in this ſweet town but to 
ride about the ſtreets, to ſee if the knockers of the 
people's doors are faſt Indeed you have here and 
there a country-gentlewoman (her huſband being 
ſent up to parliament, for the ſake of his country 
and the deſtruction of his family) who drives regu- 
larly round the town to ſee the ſtreets, and her ac 
quaintance and relations, that ſhe” may know when 
ſhe may be ſure of meeting ſome one to curtſie to 

at the drawing- room. And once a week very cha- 

„ ritably gives her horſes reſt at the expence of her 
War- candles; when ſhe fits in her own dining- room, 
ehair-WOman of a committee of fools, to criticiae 

on faſhions, and regiſter the weather, en 07,79 

Gay. But, I think, it is pity ſo good @ cuſtdm 
is left off; if it were _ for the Auer propagation 
of ſcandal. - 

Mrs. Rare. What Borifies ſandal, Chen no one 
is aſham'd of doing what they have a mind to? 

Gay. Tes, there is ſome pleaſure in ſpreading it, 
Wer it is not true. For tho' no one is aſhamed 
of doing what they have a mind to, they may be 
aſhamed of ey +. os to do Wat tidy n no 
mind (. 

Mrs. Rape. 1 know ivery e people who are 
aſhamed of any thing. 

Mor. I-belteve, madam, Sud your acquaint. 
ance have any reaſon for that paſſion. l 
Mrs. Rare, Are you ſure of that? - 

Mox. None who have at preſent. thas n at 
leaſt For I have that good opinion of you, that 


ſuch a diſcovery wou'd ſoon baniſh them from it. 
- Mrs. 


— —— A — — — — — — —— — 
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Mrs. Raye. That, I believe, you have ſeen a very 
late inſtance of. 

CLA. Well ſince you are ſo ſolicitous about the 
ſong, if you will go with me to the ſpinet, you ſhall 
hear it; My play ing, Madam, I am ſure, is not 
worth your hearing. But ſince this ereature will not 
let me be at quiet - | 

Mrs. Rarf. Lard, child, I billoes you do not 
want ſo much entreaty. 1 think: one can never be 
at quiet for you, and your muſick. 

CLA. Madam, 1 alk your pardon. Come, Mac 
Gaylove. ' '*þ * [ Exeunt. 

Mon. I receiv'd. a letter from you this morning, 
Madam, but of a nature ſo different from ſome I 
have had from you, that I could wiſh your hand had 
been counterfeited. _ | 

Mrs. Rar. To ſave you the trouble of a long 
ſpeech, I ſent you a letter, and the laſt I ever intend 
to ſend you; ſince I find it has not the effect I de- 
ſir'd, which was to prevent my ever ſeeing your face 
again. 

3 So cruel a baniſhment, ſo ſudden, and fo 
unexpected, ought ſurely to have ſome reaſons given 
for it. | 

Mrs. Rare. Aſk your own heart, that can ſug- 
geſt em to you. 

Mon. My heart is conſcious of no other, than 
what is too often a reaſon to your ſex, for exerciſ- 
ing all manner of tyranny over us: Too much fond- 
neſs— _ | 

Mrs. Rare. Fondneſs impudence to pretend 
fondneſs to a woman, after a week's neglect Did 
I not meet you at an aſſembly, where you made me 
a bow as diſtant as if we had been ſcarce acquainted, 
or rather, as if we were weary of our acquaintance? - 

Mon. Was not that hundred-ey'd monſter of je- 
louſy, Sir Simon, with you? Do you object my care 
of your reputation to want of fondneſs? 

Var. III. | D | „ 
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Mus. Rare. The old excuſe for idificrence.” 1 
wonder men have not contriv'd to make it ſcandalous 


for their wives to be ſeen with 'em, that they mi 4 


have an excuſe to them too: Tis likely indeed t 


you ſhou'd have more care of my reputation 1 1 


myſelf: It was not the jealouſy of my huſband, but 


my rival you was aware of; and yet you was not 


ſo tender of her reputation, but that 1 N nl 


her. 


: Mon. Hake juſtice? for fince Tam to de 


| puniſh'd for your falſehood, it is but juſt I ſhou'd be 


convicted of it. . My ſweer ! what wou'd I give to 


believe what you are endeavouring to perſuade me. 


Come, I will affiſt you with all my force of ere- 
dulity ; for was your opinion of my falſehood real, 


1 would give you ſuch convincing proofs to the con- 


trary—But your love to another, is no more a ſecret 
to me, than it is that I owe to that your-ſlights, your 
letter, and your cruel, unjuſt accuſation. 

Mrs. Rare. Inſupportable inſolence! A huſband 
may plead a title to be zealous; our love is his due 
But a wretch who owes his happier to our free 

ift — 
1 Mo. Faith, 1 think otherwiſe. Love t to a huſ- 
band is a tradefindn* 8 debt, the law gives him the 


ſecurity of your perſon for it; but love to a gallant 


is a debt of honour, which every gentlewoman is 
oblig'd to pay — lt would be atreafure indeed finely 


beſtow'd on ſuch a huſband as yours. 

Mrs. Rare. I am henceforth reſolv'd to give it 
to no other. I am ſo much obliged to his good 
opinion, I ſhould hate myſelf if 1 did not try to de- 


ſerve it——and by thinking me. honeſt he. ſhall keep 


me fo. -- 
Mon. He muſt know leſs. than I, who is ſo im- 


os'd on: But you ſhall not keep my rival a ſecret ' 


rom me, be afſur'd you ſhall not I'll haunt you 


with that conſtant aſſiduity, you ſhall not ſpeak” to 


a man du my knowledge. Tou ſhall find 
| that 
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that the jealouſy of twenty huſbands i is not equal to 
that of one abus'd gallant. $ 
Mrs. Rave. Villain! was it not you that ruin - d 1 
me, that deceiv'd me, that robb'd me of my virtue? 

Mon. How have I robb'd you? How deceiv*d 
you? Have I not paid you the price of your virtue, 
eternal conſtancy ? Have I not met your paſſion ſtill 
with freſh deſires ? Has not each ſtolen meeting been 
a ſcene of joy, which eager bridegrooms might envy? 
What have 1 done to difoblige you; or what has 
another done to oblige you more | 87 Have I been out- 
bid in fondneſs? Has ſome freſh lover burnt with 
warmer paſſion ? Has ſome beau dreft himſelf into 
your heart, or ſome wit talk d himſelf into it? Be ge- 
nerous and confeſs what has ruin'd me in that dear 
boſom, and do nor cruelly. throw i it on a Poor harm- 
leſs huſband. | 
Mrs. Rarr. Good-manners ſhould oblige you to 
mention him with more civility to me. 

Mor. And after what has paſs'd between us, 1 
think you ſnou'd mention him to me with leſs. Be- 
ſides, I think you have ſometimes been of my opi- 
nion. 

Mrs. Rarr. Women, you And are ſubject to 
change, and I may think better of him, as well as 
worſe of you. 

Mon. This is trifling with my paſſion, the cruelleſt | 
infolt you can put upon it But I will find out 
my rival, and will be reveng d. 

"Mrs: Raye. Reveng'd! Ha! hal 


Enter Colonel RAF FL. E R. 


Mom. Death and torments ! 
Col. Rar. Heyday ! { What are they acting a tra- 
gedy ? 
Mrs. Rarr. And how will you be reveng'd, ſweet | 
Sir, if you ſhou'd find. him out——or why ſhou'd 
you deſire it? The man acts like a man, and does N 


on you, as you have done by another, 
D's Mos: 
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Mow. This uſage wou'd juſtify any ins. My 
own honour ſecures me, Madam. | 

Mrs. Razr. I hope you wou'd not tell my huſ- 
band——— but he would not believe it if you i did. 

Mos. Hark ye madam, the town will 

Col. Rarr. Hold, hold, I muſt interpoſe 
Tf you will quarrel Jet it be at a diſtance—— What 
will I not believe? I'll tell you what I believe ; that. 
you are in the wrong. 

: Mrs. Rare. Ay, ay, you will take his part, to be 
ure. 
Col. Rar. Mr. Mondiſh i is a friend of mine, and 

it is ſtrange that you are eternally quarrelling with 
all my friends. 

Mrs. Ray. I deſire then, Sir, you wou'd keep 
| your friends to yourſelf, for I ſhall not endure their 
impertinence: So ['l] leave you together But 
I muſt tell your friend one thing before 1 go, that I 
defire I may never ſee his face again [ Exit. , 
9 Rar. All this a man mult bear that is mar- 
- | 

Mon. Ay, anda great deal more than this too. 

Col. Rare. Why, it is true and yet have a 
good wife 1 have the beſt wife in the world, 
but women * humours. 5 

Mom. Pox take their humours! let their huſbands _ 
bear em. Muſt we pay the price of another's folly ? 
In ſhort, Colonel, J am the moſt unfit per- 
ſon in the world, for that gentle office you have 
aſſign'd me, of entertaining your lady in your ab- 
ſence. Beſides, I'll tell you a ſecret It is im- 
poſſible to be very intimate and well 1928 a woman, 
without making love to her. 

Col. Rar. Well; and why don't you make love 
to her? Ha, ha! make love to her, indeed! ſhed. 
love you, I believe, ſhe'd give you enough of mak- 
ing love. 5 

Mon. Why do you think no one has made love 
to her then? | 

Col. 


* 
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Col. Rare. I think nothing, I am ſure no one 
ever has, for I am ſure if they had, ſhe would have 
told me. Perhaps that's a ſecret you don't know 
that ſhe never kept one ſecret from me in her life. 1 
am certain, if it were poſſible for her to make me a 
cuckold, ſhe wou'd tell me on't; and it is an excel- 
tent thing to have ſuch a ſecurity, that one is not one 
dear Mondiſh, do make love to my wife, 


Kt me beſeech you. | | 
but I'll do as 


Mo. Excuſe me, dear Colonel 
well, I'll recommend one to you that ſhall, 

Col. Rar. Ay, who is he? 

Mon. What think you of Mr. Gaylawit Beſide, 
I believe it will pleaſe your lady better. 

Col. Rare. Ha, ha, ha! I could die with laugh- 
ing, ha, ha, ha! this is the man now that knows 

the world, and mankind, and womankind. Lou 
have happen'd to name the very man whom ſhe de- 
teſts of all men * She told me ſo this very 
morning. 

Mow. Then I am fatisfy'd. Dates and hell! 
Now can I ſcarce forbear telling this fellow he is a 
cuckold to his face ſdeath I have hit of a way. 
[4fide.] Hark'e, Colonel, you have put a very plea- 
fant conceit into my head. I think I have heard you 
ſay, that you have a great pleaſure in ſeeing the diſ- 
dain your lady ſhews to all mankind——nowT have 
the ſame pleaſure ſuppoſe therefore it was poſſible 
to work up Gay love to make his addreſſes to her, 
and you and] cou'd convey ourſelves where we might 
ſee her treat him as he deſerves, 

Col. Raps. I like it vaſtly: How I ſhall hug my- 

ſelf all the while, I know exactly how ſhe will behave 
to him, I ſhall certainly die with pleaſure;, let me 
tell you, my dear, let me tell you, there is a great 
deal of pride in having a virtuous wife. =_ 

Mon. If brilliants were not ſcarce they would not 
be valuable: And virtue in a wife, perhaps, may be 


valu'd for the ſame reaſon. 
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-: -Cok Raxe. But do 790. think he can be brought 
© 2 > 

Mor. I warrant him, he has vanity enough to 

be eaſily perſuaded that a woman may be fond of 

him, and gallantry enough not to let her fondneſs 

be thrown away. 

Col. Rape. I am charm'd with the contrivance, 
But he muſt neyer know that I knew any thing of 
the matter, I ſhan't know how to behave to him if 

he mand... _ 

Mox. You may learn from half your acquaint= 
ance. How many huſbands do we ſee careſſing men, 
whole intrigues with their wives they muſt be blinder 
than darkneſs itſelf not to ſee! It is a civil commu- 
nicative age we live in, Colonel. And it is no more 
a breach of friendſhip to make uſe of your wife, 
than of your chariot. | 

Col. Raf. It is a deviliſh cuckolding age, that's 
| the truth on't, and heaven be prais'd I am out of 

faſhion. 
Mos. Ay, there s the glory wealth, power, 
ev'ry thing is known by compariſon—— were all 
women virtuous, you wou'd not taſte half of your 
bleſſing. The joy, the pride, the triumph is to ſee 


The ills a neighbour in a wife endures, _ 
"Aga have a wife as, good and chaſte as yours. 


A CT II. SCE 0 E , 
SCENE, A Street: 
MONDISH, GAYLOVE. 


Gar. A ND art thou really i in earneſt? and art 
a . thou perfectly ſure ſhe bas this paſſion 


for me? N | 
Mon. „ 
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Mon. Thou art blind chyſelf. or thou muſt have 
diſcover'd it, all her looks, words, actions betray it. 

Gay, Thou art a nice obſerver, George, and per- 
haps in this caſe, yout own paſſion may beighten 
your ſuſpicions; 1 know thy 8 is nclin'd to Jea- 
louſy. 

Mon. Far from it; I never doubt the affections 
of a woman while ſhe is kind, nor ever think any 
more of em when ſhe grows otherwiſe. Women 
undoubtedly are bleſſings to us, if we do not, our- 
ſelves, make em otherwiſe. I have uſt love enough 
to aſſiſt em in giving me pleaſure, but not to put it 
in their power to give me pain; and I cou'd with 
as much eaſe ſee thee in the arms of Mrs. Raffler, 
as of any woman in town. 

Gay. Wou'd'ſt thou? ſhe's young, handſome, 
and witty, and faith! I cou'd almoſt as ſoon wiſn 
myſelf there. *Tis true, I have an honourable en- 
gagement; but a man's having ſettled his whole 
eſtate, ſhou'd not prevent his being charitable, 
George. 

Mon. Eſpecially when what Fu beſtows does not 
hurt his eſtate. 

Gay, Very true; therefore, if I was ſure the ay 
was in neceſſity, I don't know how far my good- 
nature might carry me, for the devil take me if I am 
not one of the beſt-natur'd creatures in the world. 

Mon. I think I am acting a very odd 
part too; a man is oblig'd in honour to provide for 
a caſt miſtreſs, but I do more, 1 Provide for a miſ- 
treſs who has caſt me off. . 

Gay. I begin to ſuſpect thou haſt ſome JeGam: of 
making me an inſtrument in your reconciliation ; 1 
don't fee how my addreſſes can be of any ule to you; 
but if they can, they are at your ſervice. 

Mor. I thank you with all my heart; they ſerve 
me at leaſt, fo far as to diſcover whether you are 
my innocent rival, or whether I am to ſeek for him 


elſewhere: beſides, if you are really the perſon, and 
| D 4 ol * 


—— — 
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don't care to be charitable, as you call it, by playing 
captain Spark with her, you may pique her back 
again to me. 

Gay. Ha, ha, ha 

Mon. Prithee what doſt thou laugh at ? 

Gay. To ſee ſo cool a lover as thou art, who careſt 
for a woman no longer than ſhe is kind, take ſuch 
pains to get her again, after ſhe has jilted you. 

Mon. Pſhaw! that——I——well—— 

Gay. Ha, ha, ha 

Mor. You are merry, Sir, But I wou'd not 
have you think that I have any love for her — She 
has hurt my pride; *tis that, and not my love that 
I want to cure Damn her! if I had her but in 
my power; cou'd I but triumph over her, I ſhou'd 
have the end of my deſires, and then, if her huſband, 
or the town, or the devil had her, it wow'd give me 
no pain. | 

Gar, I dare ſwear thou wilt uſe thy power very 
gently. I ſhall ſup there this evening, and if I have 
an opportunity with her, I'll do thee all the ſervice 

I can; tho? I can't promiſe to bchave exactly up_to 
the character of captain Spark, if ſhe ſhou'd be very 
kind. 

Mor. Well, make uſe of your victory as Jou 

pleaſe, | 
Ga xv. But methinks you take a prepoſterous way. 
Wor'd i it not be better to alarm her with another 
miſtreſs ? £ 

Mon. That, perhaps, I intend too. 

Gay. I have overſtay'd my time with you, 
beſides I ſee one coming for whoſe company I have 
no great reliſh —— So, your ſervant. - Exit. 

Mon. Whom : ? O, Sir Simon. peg avoid him 
too. 


Enter Sir 81 M O N. 


Sir SG Mr. Mondiſh, Mr. Mondiſh—s "ee 
any thing e in me, that you run _ from 
| | me? 
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me? I fancy my horns are out, and people think I 


- 


ſhall butt at em As for that handſome gentle- 
man, who ſneak'd off ſo prettily, I ſhall not go af- 
ter him, and I wiſh I may have ſeen the laſt of him 
with all my heart Is he an acquaintance of your's, _ 
pray? for I ſaw you ſpeak to him. 7 985 
| Mon, Ay, Sir Simon. : 
Sir Siu. 1 am ſorry for it, T am ſorry you keep 
ſuch company. | | as Ear bs 
Mon. How ſo, Sir Simon? he's a man of honour, _ 
I hope. 1 
Sir St. Oh, a man of very nice honour, I dare 
anſwer for him, and one who lies with every mans 
wife he comes near. * cr 
Mov. Indeed I fear he has been guilty of ſome 
ſmall offences that way. 1 | 
Sir S1M, Small offences! and yet to break open a 
houſe, or rob on the highway, are great offences. A 
man that robs me of five ſhillings is a rogue, and to 
be hang'd; but he that robs me of my wife, is a fine 
gentleman, and a man of honour. ER 
Mon. The laws ſhou'd be ſeverer on theſe occa- 
ſions. | | | | 
Sir Siu. The laws ſhou'd give us more power over 
our wives. If a man was to carry his treaſure about 
openly among thieves, I believe the laws would be 
very little ſecurity to him. 1 | 
Mon. And as to prevent robbing, they have put 
down all nighthouſes, and other places of rendez- 
vous, ſo to prevent cuckoldom, we ſhou'd put down 
all aſſemblies, balls, operas, plays, in ſhort, all the 
publick places. _ 3 
Sir S1M. Ay, ay, publick places, as they call em, 
are Intended only to give people an opportunity of 
getting acquainted, and appointing to meet in pri- 
vate places. 5 ; 3 
Mon. An aſſembly, Sir Simon, is an exchange 
for cuckoldom, where the traders meet, and make 


_ their 
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their bargains, and then adjourn to a private room 
to ſign and ſeal. 

Sir S114, Mr. Mondifh, I know you are my friend, 
there has been a long acquaintance and friendſhip 
between our families, I ſhall tell you, therefore, what 
I wou'd not tell any other living. I have not the 
leaſt jealouſy in my temper, but I have a wife that 
wow d make the devil jealous Oh, here comes the 
man I have been looking after. 

Mox. Sir Simon, your humble ſervant. 

Sir Siu. Nay, but ſtay a moment. 

Mor. I have buſineſs of conſequence, and can't 
ibly—Your humble ſervant. [ Exit, 

Sir Sim. Well, your ſervant. | 


Enter Captain SPARK. 


What in the name of miſchief is he reading? A let- 
ter from my wife, I ſuppoſe. 

Capt. Syarx. Sir, your moſt humble ſervant— 
I think I had the honour of ſeeing you at my couſin 
Mondifh's this morning. 

Sir 81. Yes, Sir, and I ſhou'd be glad to have 
the honour of ſeeing you hang'd this afternoon. 

[Alde. 

Capt. Sr aRk. Pray, Sir, what 80 clock? ? becauſe 
F have an engagement at fix. 

Sir Six. Oh, Sir, it wants conſiderably of that; 
but perhaps your engagement is with a lady, and 
that makes the time longer. 

Capt. Spaxk. Why, faith! to be ſincere with you, 
It is; but I beg you wou'd not mention that to any 
body; tho”, if you ſhou'd, as long as you don't 
know her name, there's no reputation hurt. 

Sir SIN. I ſuppoſe, en it is ſhe whom you 
met at the auction. 

Capt. SPARK. How the devil came you to gueſs 
that? | 
Sir Sthi. Well, but I have e right. 


Capt. 
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Capt. SeaRK, I am not oblig'd to tell—but this 
I will Fel you, Sir, you have a very good knack at 
gueſſing, And yet I will ſnew you her: chriſtian 
name, and lay you a wager you don't _ out her 
ſirname. 

Sir SIM. Anne, the devil! It is not my wife's 
hand, but it is her name. 

Capt. SPARK. Hold, Sir, That is not fads 20 

Sir Siu. Let me but ſee the two firſt letters of her 
firname. 

Capt. Spark, To oblige you, you mall but 
if you ſhou'd gueſs afterwards, you are a man of ho- 
nour, 

Sir SIM. Sir, I am ſatisfy*d——I am the happieſt 
man in the world ——dear Captain, I give you ten 
thouſand thanks, You have quieted my curioſity. 
I thought, by your deſcription this morning, you 
had meant another lady. 

Capt. SPARK. Whom did you think? 

Sir Sim, Really I thought the lady's name was 
Raffler, whom you deſcrib'd. _ 

Capt. Spark. Mrs. Raffler, indeed, ha, hat 

Sir Siu. Why, do you know Mrs. Raffler? 

Capt. Spark. Know her, ay, who the devil does 
not know her? 

Sir Six. What, what! what do you know of her? 

Capt. Spank. Pugh, know of her! ha, ha! Lard 
help you, know of her indeed——and with a grave 
face, as if you had never heard any thing of us 


_ two, 


Sir $1, My brother is an errant downright CUC- 
kold. I never was better pleas'd with any news in 
my life, | 

Capt. Sp AR R. Is ſhe a relation of yours, that you 
are ſo anxious ? 

Sir Sim. No, Sir, no, no relation of mine, upon 
my honour I have ſome + Nags with a 0 
of her name, one lady Raffle.. 

wb SPARK, Ay, that's a Spa one too. _ 

Sir 
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Sir Sim. What, do you know my lady Raffler ? 
Capt. RK. Yes, I think I do. Ha, ha, ha 
faith | remember that woman a very fine woman z 
nay, ſhe's well enough ſtill, I can't help laying [ 
a4 her better than her ſiſter. 
Sir Sr. I ſuppole you have had them both. 
Capt. SPARK. Who I? ha, ha, ha!' no, no, nei- 
ther of em; you are the moſt ſuſpicious perſon, 
tho' I believe the world has talk d pretty freely. But, 
ha, ha! the world you know is a cenſorious world, 
and yet pox take the women! they owe more diſ- 
coveries to their own imprudence. I never had a 
woman fond of me in wy life, that was able to con- 
ceal it; if I had had her, it might have been a ſe- : 
cret for me, 
Sir Siu. Well, Sir, it is no ſecret, I aſſure you 
—ten thouſand devils take em both! . 
Capt. Sr AR Ek. I defy any one to ſay he ever heard 
me brag of my amours, and yet | have had a few. 
Sir SiM. And you have had lady Raffler then? 
Capt. SPaRk. No, that's too much to own. 
Sir Siu. Not at all; no one is aſham'd to own 
their amours now—fine gentlemen talk of women of 
quality in the ſame manner as of their laundreſſes. 
Beſides, it is known already, you may own it, eſpe- 
_ cially to me; for it ſhall go no farther, I aſſure you. 
br. Spark. Well then, 1n confidence that you 
are a man of honour, I will own it to you 3 YES, yes, ; 
I have, I have had her. e 
Sir Sim. Would the devil have had you. Now, 
if I had the ſpirit of a worm, I would beat this fel- 
low to death; but J think I have ſpirit enough to 
beat my wite. She ſhall pay for all; and chat im- 
mediately. Tour ſervant. | 
Capt. Spark. I hope you won't t diſcover a word, W 
ſince 1 place ſuch: confidence in you. 
Sir SIM, Never fear me, Sir am much beholden * 
to your confidence, I am very much beholden to you. 


Cuckolds! horns} daggers fire and furies! ¶ Ex. 
Capt. 


+ © 
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Capt. SyaRK. The gentleman ſeems in a paſſion. 
Now don't I know what in the world to do with my- 
ſelf—hum, hum, — I hear Clarinda's in town, I'll go 

try if I can't find her out. If I follow her but one 


fortnight eres” the world will give me her for ever. 
774 e er 5 


SCENE chditigied to Sir SIMON'S Houſe. | 


Enter GAYLOVE, CLARINDA. 


Ca. And ſo you have told captain. Spark I am 
in town, Iam very much oblig'd to you. 

Gay. It ſhews you, at leaſt, Tam not of Sir Si- 
mon's temper, not inclin'd to jealouſy. | 

CL a. No, people are never r jealous of what's in- 
different to them. g 

Gar. Faith, I have no notion of being ſo at all; 
for if there can be no jealouſy without fondneſs, I 
am ſure I cou'd never be fond of any woman who. 
wou'd give me reaſon to be jealous. 

CLA. Yes, but ſome men are jealous without 
reaſon. 

Gay. And fome men are fond without any reaſon, 
The lover who can be the one, gives you ſhrewd. 
cauſe of ape that he may afterwards prove the 
other. | 

CLa. Well, then I think I may fuſpe&t you will 
one day or other prove the moſt Jealous huſband in 
the univerſe. 

Gav. I'll ſuffer you to ſpeak what you don't think 
of yourſelf, ſince you juſt now ſpoke what you don't 
chink of me, at leaſt, what if I was aſſur'd you did 
think of me, I ſhou'd be the moſt miſerable creature 


breathing. | 
Cra. Hum, that may be my caſe too, I'm afraid. 


LAlde. 
Gas I hope my actions hitherto have convinc'd 


you of the contrary ;--but if they have not, I deſire 
| KD no 
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no greater happineſs than to complete your convic- 
tion by an undeniable one — nor do I ſee any reaſon, 
if indifference be not on your fide, why you any 
longer deny the opportunity of giving it you. 
CA. I fee you have a mind to divert yourſelf. 
Gay. Oh, Clarinda! Diverſion is too poor a word 
for my deſires, they aim at ſuch a height of happi- 
neſs, ſuch tranſcendant joys, yet none but * this 
dear breaſt ſhou'd be a partaker of. 


Enter Lach RAE F LER. and Mrs. RAP F LER. 


Lady Rare. Heyday ! What are you at romps, 
good people ? I deſire none of theſe games may be 
carry d on in my houſe If you have been bred up 
in the country to ſuffer theſe indecent familiarities, 
I defire you wou'd leave em off, now you are under 
my roof. 

Gav. I hope, Madam, I ſhall under no uf of- X 
fer any. thing which this lady may not Juſtifiably 
ſuffer. 

Lady Rape. Give me leave, Sir, to be judge what 
ſhe ought to ſuffer. There's no good ever comes of 
romping and palming: I never gave my hand to any 
man without a glove except Sir Simon. 7 ods 

Mrs. Rare. I wonder, Gaylove, how you can bear 
girls company. Your wit is thrown away upon 'em; 
but all you creatures are ſo fond of green fruit. 

Gar. So, I think, ſhe has giv'n me my cue. 

[ ide. 

CLA. Lard, Madam, I know fome girls are as 
good company as any women in England. 

Mrs. Rare. Indeed, Mrs. Pert, are you attempt- 
ing to ſhew your wit? 

Gay. She ſhews her bravery, Madam, in attack- 
ing the very woman of her ſex that has the moſt. 

Mrs. RAF. I fancy, then, ſhe has more 1 
than you have, Sir. 


Gay. Gad, I am afraid ſo too. | [Afae. 
Mrs, 
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Mrs, RarF. Fy, f Ys that a man, celebrated for 
his wit, ſhou'd put his wit to a girl. 

CL a. I am no ſuch girl, Madam, I don't ſee why 
a man ſhou'd not put his wit to a eich as well as to 
any one; as contemptuouſly as you ſpeak of 2 I 
have known ſome girls chat have wit enough to be 
too hard for molt men. 

Mrs, Rare. Upon my word, Madam, you ſeem 
to come on finely, I don't know but you may be a 
very good match for him. 

Lady Rare. Upon my word, if I miſtake nee 
you come both very finely on ——Well, the forward- 
neſs of ſome women! Aldi. 

Mrs. Rare. Look ye, Sir, I am too generous to 
inſult a man, who already appears to have been van- 
quiſh'd; but if you dare meet me another time, this 
will give you inſtructions where I am to be found. 

[Afide. Giving him à letter. 

CLa..I am aſtoniſh'd at her impudence ! ——l 
can't bear it, to take him away from me before my 
face hate him too. He might be rude to her; 
he muſt be ſure it wou'd have pleas'd me. 

Lady Rare. I deſire the converſation may be. 
more general here s ſuch whiſpering, ſiſter, I am 
ſurpriz d at you. This particularity "wich a young 
fellow 1s very indecent, 


Enter Sir 5 I MO N. 


Sir S114, Your ſervant, Wi your very bös 
ſervant. What, but one poor gentleman amongſt 
you all? and he too of our own family, for I hink - 
he does us the honour of making this houſe his own. 

Gay. I have indeed, Sir, lately done myſelf that 
honour. _ 

Sir S1M. Oh, Sir, you are too obliging—you are 
too complaiſant indeed you miſplace the obligation 
— We are infinitely beholden to you, that you will 
take up with ſuch entertainment as this Poor houſe 

can 
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can afford—And I aſſure you, you. are very welcome 


to every thing in it—Every thing. 


Gay. Sir, I know not how to return this favour; 


but I aſſure you, there is that in it, that will make 
me the happieſt of mankind. 
Sir Su. That's my wife, I ſuppoſe- 


I ſhall 


have him aſk her of me in a very little time; and he 
is a very civil fellow if he does for moſt of the 
raſcals, about this town take our wives without 


aſking us. 
Lady Rarr. I hope, my dear, you are in a a better 


humour than when you went out to-day, 


Sir S1M. Oh my dear, Iam in a pure good e 5 


I am quite ſatisfy'd in my mind. 


Enter Servant. Whiſpers GAYL O VE. 


_ Gay. Mr. Mondiſn, ay you ? > 
Servant. Yes, Sic. 


Mrs. Rare. Mr. Gaylove, you ſup here, 1 hope, | 


Gay. There's no fear, Madam, of my failing ſo 
agreeable an engagement. . 

Sir S1M. Yes, my dear, I am fo happy, ſo eaſy, 
fo ſatisfy d; the colonel himſelf does not go beyond 
me. [I have not the leaſt doubt or Jealouſy, and if 
I was to ſee you and your ſiſter in two hackney 
coaches with each a young fellow, I ſhould think no 


more harm than I do now. | 
Lady Rare. Indeed, my dear, I ſhall never give 


you.the trial. 


Sir Suu. Indeed I believe thee, my dear, thou art 


too prudent. 


Lady Rare. How happy ſhall I be if this change 
in your temper continue - But pray what has wrought 


it ſo ſuddenly ? 
Sir Siu. What ſatisfies every reaſonable man, I 


am convinc'd, I have found it out. 
Lady Rarr. What, my dear? 


Sir Sim, Why, my dear, that I am a very ho- 


neſt, ſober, faſhionable Os very fit to have 
a hand- 


deck 
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4 handſome wife, and to keep civil company. And 
that you are a very fine, faſhionable, good-humour'd 
lady, fit to be marry'd to a good honeſt huſband, 
and mighty proper for any company whatſoever. 
Mrs. Rare. This begins to have an ill aſpect. 
Lady Rare. I don't underſtand you. 7 
Sir Sim. Nor captain Spark neither, I dare ſwear, 
Lady Rare. Wan do you tell me of W 2 
Spark N 
Sir Stu. You don't know him, I warrant you; 
Lady Rare. Perhaps I do, what then? 
Sir Sim. N ay, it is but grateful in you, not to 
deny your acquaintance with a gentleman who is ſo 
fond of owning an acquaintance with you. | 
Lady Raye. I hope I am acquainted with no gen- 
tleman who is aſham'd of owning it. 
Sir Sim. Look ye, Madam, che has told me all 
that ever paſs'd between you. 


Lady Rarr. Indeed! then he has a mock betcer 


memory than I have, for he has eg you more than 
I remember. 
Mrs. Rare. Brother, this is ſane curſed aut don 


of yours; ſhe has no ſuch acquaintance, I am con- 


fident; if ſhe had, I muſt have known it. 
Lady Rary. There is no occaſion for your deny- 


ing it, ſiſter; I think captain Spark a very civil, 


well-behav'd man, and [I ſhall converſe with him, 


in ſpite of any jealous huſband in England. (Tho? 


I never ſaw this fellow in my life, I am reſolv'd-not 
to deny his acquaintance, were [ to be hang'd for it.) 


LAlds. 


CA. If all. perſons have my opinion of him, 1 


think there is not more innocent company upon 


earth. 
Sir SIM. Oh, ho, you are acquainted with him 


too, and [' date ſwear, if I had aſk'd him, he has 


had you too. 
Mrs. Rar. In ſhort, sir Sieben you are a mon- 
"TPO III. | E ſter, 


30 THE UNIVERSAL GALL ANT: OR, 


ſter, to abuſe the beſt of wives thus! the town ſhall 
ring of you for it. 

Sir Sim. And Weſtminſter-hall Gall ring (99s 
take my word for it. 


Enter Colonel RA F F LER. 


Col. Rarr. How now? What's the matter? 

Mrs. Rare. The matter! the matter, my dear, 
is that Sir Simon is a brute, and has abus'd my poor 
ſiſter for her i intimaey with a man whom ſne never 
ſaw. | 

Sir SIN. Nor you never Gas adichert . 

Mrs. Rar. Never to my Snowledge, as I I hope 
to be ſav'd. | 

Sir SiM. You never ſaw captain Spark + 

Mrs. Rarr, No, never. | 

Col. Razr. Who gives you. an authority to en- 
quare, pray? | 

Sir Sim. The care of your honour, Sirenchay 
don't look ſtern at me, Sir, for we are both 

Col. Razr. What! what are we both? 99% 1 

Sir 8181. Captain Spark's very humble ſervants 
Ha couple of uſeful perſons 2 no fine gentle- 
man ſhou'd be without. 

Col. Rar. Who is this captain Spark, ſiſter, do 
you know him? 

Lady Rar. Look ye, brother, ſince you aſk me; 
L will do that to ſatisfy you, which he never ſhou'd 
have extorted from me. Upon wt honour I do not 
know him. oy 

Mrs. Rar. Nor I, upon mine. 

Col. Rare. Now are not you aſham'd of your- 
ſelf? Can you ever look the world in the face again, 
if this were known in it? If you was not my own 
brother, I ſhou'd know how to deal with you, for 
your ſuſpicions of my wife. However, I inſiſt on 
it, you immediately aſk her pardon, and if you have 
any honour, you will do the ſame to your own, 

Sir SI I aſk their pardon ! FE | 

* Col. 


— 
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Col. Razr. Ay, are you not fully convinc'd of 
being in the wrong? Have they not both wm 
ureſted, that they know no ſuch . 


Enter Servant. 


| Serv. Ladies, ,Caprain, Spark's below. 

Sir Sim. Who? who? who? [very eager). 

Serv. Captain Spark. : 

Sir S1M.. Tol, lot, lol, 138 your ſervant— 
Ladies, your AS,” aſk pardon, I aſk a thou- 
ſand pardons—tol, lol, lol; I believe I am, at this 
moment, the merrieſt ecke in the univerſe. 

CA. Pray, deſire the captain to walk in. 

Sir Su. Now, brother, I am a jealous-pated fool; 

I ſuppoſe, I am in the wrong, I am convicted, they 
don't know him. If a woman was to tell me the 
ſan ſhone at noon-day, I wou'd not believe it, 

Col, Rarr. Well, here's a gentleman. come to 
wait upon my NIECE, and what of that? oo 


Enter Captain SPARK. 


Sir SM. Tis he, 'tis he, tol, lol, lol. 250 

Capt. Syarx. Miſs Clarinda, your moſt obedient | 
ſervant, Ladies, your moſt humble ſervant —Qh, 
Sir, I did not expect to meet you here. 

Sir SiM. No, I believe you did not. 1.46 de. 

Capt. Spa k. If I had known you had been in 
town ſooner, Madam, I ſhou'd have done myſelf 
the honour before. 

CLA. And now, -ethags, this viſit is not to we, 
but to the ladies. 

Capt. Spax K. Really, Madam, theſe ladies I have 
not the honour to be acquainted with. 

Col. Rar. Oh, your ſervant, brocher, aſk your 
pardon—who is convicted now? | U 
Lady Ra rr. Unleſs at an auction, Capua I 

_ Hy you there. 
- SyaRK. Madam, you do me too mach ho- 


We 3 yes, Madam, I have indeed had the bappt- 
E 2 _—_ 
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neſs tho the devil take me, if I know when or 
where, | 1 
Sir Siu. Oh; I thought they wou'd know one ano- 
ther by and by. | | 
Lady Rar. I think you laid out a great deal o 
money that morning, Captain—You bid for almoſt 
every thing. e : 
Capt. Spark, Yes, Madam, I am a pretty good 
cuſtomer to *em generally. Either I have a damn'd 
hort memory, or this lady wants a good one. 
Ms. Rate. I think, Captain, I ought to be af- 
fronted, you don't remember me too, for I was at 
the ſame place with my ſiſter. f RD 
Capt. Sp ARK. Madam, I aſk ten thouſand par- 
dons. ' Your moſt obedient fervant, Madam. Har- 
k'e, Sir, will you be ſo good as to tell me, what 
theſe ladies names are, for I have poſitively forgot. 
Sir Six. I am ſurpriz'd at that, Sir; why, Sir, 
that is my good lady, my lady Raffler—for your fa- 
vours to whom, I am very much oblig'd to you; 
and the other, Sir, is Mrs. Raffler, wife to that gen- 
tleman, who is as much oblig'd to you for your ci- 
vilities to her. 7 N 5 
Capt. SpAR EK. Soh, I'm in a fine way, faith 
Oh, curſe on my lying tongue! if I get well out of 
this amour, I will never have another as long as I 
hve. 185 e ERP 
Sir Sim. Look ye, Sir, as for me, I'm an honeſt, 
ſober citizen, and ſhall take my revenge another way; 
but my brother here is a fighting man, and will re- 
turn your favour as fighting men generally do return 
favours, by cutting your throat. Hark'e, brother, 
you don't deſerve it of me, yet I muſt let you know, 
that this gentleman afſur'd me to-day, that he had 
done you the favour with your wife. _ 
Mrs. Rarr. With me! 
Col. Rarr. What favour ? N 
Sir Siu. The favour, the only favour which fine 
gentlemen do ſuch ſort of people as us; but be not 
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dejected, brother, I am your fellow-ſufferer, - he has 
had my wife too, he confeſs'd it to my facgde. 
Capt. Syarx. Not I, upon my foul, Sir—a like- 
ly thing I ſhou'd ſay that I had an amour with a wo- 
man that I never ſaw before, to my knowledge 
Sir S1M. And have you the aſſurance to dem to 
my face—— PETE 1 n 
Capt. SearK. I think, Sir, your aſſurance is 
greater, to aſſert a thing to my face, which I never 
ſaid; I never nam'd either of the ladies in my life, 
Sir S1M. What, Sir! did you not mention Mrs. 
Raffler's name? 55 TIED, 
Capt. SeaRk. Mrs. Raffler! Oh, then it is aut 
What a confuſion had the miſtake of a name like 
to have occaſion'd ? Ladies, I am under the greateſt 
concern, that I ſhou'd be ev'n the innocent occaſion. 
of the leaſt uneaſineſs to you. But I believe, Sir, I 
ſhall end yours, when I have put myſelf to the bluſh, 
by confeſſing that it was only a Dutch lady of plea- 
ſure, whom I knew in Amſterdam, that caus'd your. 
jealouſy. 5 | | | 
Sir SiM. What! and did not you name my lady 
Raffler too? ES, 1771 15 I 
Capt. Spark. Yes, ſometimes ſhe is call'd Mrs. 
Raffler, and ſometimes my lady Raffler. _ 7 
Col. Rar. An impudent jade! ha, ha, ha! ay, 
it's common enough with em to have ſeveral names 
and titles—Come, come, brother, all you have to 
do, is to aſk pardon of the gentleman, and your wife 
and mine Are you not aſham'd to put all the com-. 
pany into this confuſion, becauſe there is a woman 
of the town, who wears the ſame name with your 
own wife? 64 | 
Sir Sd. A man has ſome reaſon for confuſion. 
tho?, let me tell you, when a gentleman who does not 
know him, tells him to his face, that he has lain 
with a woman, who wears the ſame name with his 
wife. And I think he may be excus'd, if he thinks 


ſhe wears the ſame cloaths too. | 
E 3 -.. 
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nature ſhou'd happen. 
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Col. Rave. Sir, I am Oy forty any thing of this 
Capt. Spank. Oh, Str, things of dun batore are 

ſo uſual with me, 1 beg no apology. 955 
Sir Srut. Pleaſe heab'n! Il make a voyage to | 

Holland, and ſearch all the 'bawdy-houſes in Am- 

ſterdam, but I will find out whether there de ſuch a 

woman or no. e 
Col. Rave. Come, brother, alle the gentlemai's | 

pardon—I am aſham'd of y „ 

Sir Sim. Well, Sir, (l en t know how to a it} 
if I have injur'd you, I aſk your pardon; and yet 
I can't help thinking ſtill, it was my lady Raffler 
you mention'd, and I believe you ſpoke truth too. 

Capt. Syarx. Sir, I can eaſily forgive you ſuſpect- 
ing meto be the happieſt perſon upon earth; Wi you 
have this lady's pardon, you have mine. 

Sir Siu. What, is the raſcal making love to her 
before my face? But I won't give him an opportu- 
nity of cutting my throat before her; for T wou'd nor 
willingly give - her ſo much pleaſure. _ 

Cr A. I believe, madam, the * will make a 
fourth at quadrille. | 

Capt. Senkk. You honour me too bh Ma. 


dam; but if you will bear with "Wi very bad 


Maher. — 
Lady Rare, Tho' I nate Aa; 10 Ain play with 
him, if it be only to torment my huſband.” 
Mrs. Ray. This is opportune enough—1 will 
ſet 'em together, and ſhalt ſoon get ſome one 70 


hold my cards, while I go to a better appointment. 


Come, if you will follow me, I'll conduct you to 
the cards. | f ant. 


 Maneat 857 SIMON, 3 Golonel RAFFLER. 


Sir 811. This is mighty pretty, mighty fine, truly. 
This is a rare country, and a rare age we live in, 
where a man is oblig'd to put his 1 in 1 his Poe⸗ 


Col. 


ket, whether he will or no. 
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Col. Rarr. Fye upon you, brother, fye upon youl 


For you, who have one of the moſt virtuous women 


in the world to your wife, to be thus tormenting 
ourſelf and her, your friends and every one, with 


thoſe penn a ane ſuch unheard-of pe 


ess 
Sir SM. Sir, you injure wy if you call me jea- 


lous; I have not a grain of jealouſy within me. I 
am not indeed ſo fooliſhly blind as you are. 


Col. Rare. And you injure me, if you chinle E. 
am not jealous; I am all over jealouſy, and if there | 


was but the leaſt occafion to ſhew it 
Sir S1M. Occaſion! why is not your wife at this 
very inſtant at cards with a young fellow ? | | 
Col. Raer. Well, Sir, and is not your wife with 
her? 
Sir S1M. Sore againſt my will, 1 aſſure ou 
what, I ſuppoſe, you are one of thoſe wiſe men; 
who think one woman is a guard upon another— 


Now, it is my opinion, that a plurality of women - 


only tend to the making a plurality of cuckolds. 
Thieves, indeed, . diſcover one ee becauſe the 
diſcoverer often faves his life by it 
men do not fave. their reputations after the ſame 
manner, and therefore every woman keeps her neigh- 
bour's ſecret, in order to have her own kept. 

Col. Rare. Pſhaw! Sir, I don't rely upon this, 
nor that, nor rother, I = vpon my wife's -vir- 
tue. 

Sir Sixt. Why truly, Sir, that is not relying upon 
this, nor that, nor r other, for it 18 rug upon no- 


thing at all. 
Col. Rare. Ren Sir! don't you think my viſe 


virtuous ? — Now Sir, to ſhew you to your con- 


fuſion, what an excellent creature this is, I gave 
her leave once to go to a maſquerade, and follow'd 
her thither myſelf, where, tho* I knew her dreſs, I 
did not find her, -and where do you think ſhe 


was? where do you think this good creature was ? 
E 4 but 


But wo- 
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but at ſupper in private, with a poor female relation 
of hers, who keeps a milliner's ſhop at St. James's, 
Sir Sin. O Lud! O lud! O lud! and are 
you, brother, really wiſe enough to think ſhe was 
there ? -Or if ſhe was there, do you think ſhe 
was alone with this poor female relation? who is a 
relation of mine too, I thank heav'n, and 1s, I dare 
ſwear, as uſeful a woman as any in the pariſh of St. 
James's. | 
Col. Ray. Brother, you are 
Sir SM. What am I, brother? 
Col. Rare. I dan bear this no longer. You are 
I need not tell you, you know what you are 
Sir Sim. And I know what you are too, you are 
a cuckold, and ſo am I, I dare ſwear——Notwith- 
ſtanding this evaſion of the captain's, however, it 
ſhall not reſt ſo——If I am what 1 think, I will 
make an ample diſcovery of it; tho” if I was to find 
them in one another's arms, the poor huſband vou d 
1. * in the wrong. 


ACT 1V. SCENE a 


Sir SIM O N's Houſe. 


MONDISH, Colne! RA F FL. ER. 


Col. RAF. T TA, ha, ha! This is excellent, this 
is delightful; and ſo the poor dog 
fell i into the trap at once, and is abſolutely perſuaded 
my wife is fond of him, 
Mon. That he is, I'll be anſwerable for him. 
Col. Rare. How purely ſhe'll uſe him, I wou'd 
not be in his coat for a conſiderable ſum ; my only 
fear 1s, that ſhe*ll do him a miſchief Lord! 
Lord! how far the vanity of young men vill carry 
them. Methinks too he is not acting the handſomeſt 
part by me all this while, 1 think I APPR to cut his 


Brat erioud Ye 
Mon, 
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Mor. Oh, fye, Colonel, don't think of any thing 
of that nature, you know we have drawn him into 
it, and really Mrs. Raffler is ſo fine a woman, that 
ſuch a temptation is not eaſily reſiſted. 

Col. Rare, That's true, that's true, ſhe is a fine 
W a very fine woman, I am not a little en 

> 

Mon. And ſo chaſte, ſo conſtant, 5 lo virtuous 
a woman, Colonel. 

Col. Rare. They are bleſſings indeed, very great 
bleſſings! I beg this thing may be kept a levere 
ſecret, For I ſhould never be able to look her in 
the face again, if ſhe ſhou'd diſcover it ; ſhe wou'd 
never forgive me. a 

Mon. For my own ſake, Colonel, you may de- 
pend upon my keeping it a der  [/ooks on bis 
watch.) Ay, it is now the hour of Cre 
ſo if you will, we will go round the other way, to 
the cloſet. 

Col. Rate. With all my hoper; I cart help hog- 
ging myſelf with the thought. _ 

Mon. You will ſee more people hygg'd belide 
yourſelf, I believe. This is not the moſt generous 
action that I am about, but ſhe has piqu'd my pride, 
and whatever be the conſequence, I am refolv'd to 
be reveng'd of her.  [Exeunt. 


SCENE 3 to another Apartment in | 
| Sir STIMON's Houſe. 


Enter GAY LOVE. 


_ Gay. How happy wou'd ſome men think them- 
cl. to have ſo agreeable an engagement upon 
their hands! but the deuce take me, if I have any 
great ſtomach to it, and confidering I have another 
miſtreſs in the houſe, I think it is bravely done. 
Yer I could not find in my heart to refuſe the invi- 
tation. Well, what pleaſure women find in deny- 


ing 
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ing, I can't imagine; for the devil take me, if ever 
I could deny a fine woman in my life. | 


Enter Mars. RAF FLER. 


Oh, here ſhe comes; now hang me, if 1 knbw 
what to ſay. Whether ſhall I addreſs her at a 
or boldly fall on at once. 

Mrs. Raye, So, Sir, you are Punctual to the 3 0 
n 

Gay. Faith, Madam, I have a ſtrange oddity i in 

my temper, chat inclines me to be extremely eager 
after happineſs. 

Mrs. Raps. If you had propoſed any ſuch happi- 
neſs in my converſation, I believe you know you 
might have had it oftner. 

Gay. You wrong me, if you impute my fear of 
diſobliging you to want of paſſion. By thoſe dear 
eyes, by that dear hand, and all thoſe thouſand Joys, 
which you can beſtow 

Mrs. Rare. Hold Sir, what do you mean? I am 
afraid, you think otherwiſe of this aſſignation than 
it was meant. 

Gay. I think nothing, but that J am the happieſt 
of my ſex, and you the moſt charming and beſt-na- 
tured of yours. 

Mrs. Rape. Come, Sir, this is no way of ſnewing 
your wit, I invited you to make a trial of that, 
which is ſeldom ſhewn in compliments ; thoſe are 
foreign to our purpoſe. 

Gay. I think fo too, and therefore without any 
further compliment, my dear lovely angel: 

Mrs. Rare. Lud, what do you mean n ? 

Gay. I mean, Madam, to take immediate poſ- 

ſeſſion of all the raptures, which this lovely perſon 
can give me. 
Mrs. Rape. O heavens! you will not make any 
bad uſe of the confidence I have repos'd in you; if 
you offer any thing rude, I will never truſt myſelf 
along with you again. 


GAY. 
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Gay. Then I muſt make the beſt of this oppor- 


tunity. 
Ms. Rare. I'll die before Tor conform, 11 


Gay. I muſt truſt to your B mc 


2 RA FF LER at the door: 


Lady Rats. Sifter, fitter what, have, you lock d 


yourſelf i in? 

Mrs. Rar. Let me go- - Ob, my dear, is it 
vou? I have order'd this vile lock to be mended— 
The bolt is ſo apt to fall down of its own accord 
Is your pool out? 

Lady Rays. No, ſiſter, no I came to ſee what 
was the matter with Ie I was afraid you was 
ill, that you left us——But 1 ſee you have compari 
with VU: 7 35-7 ; 

1 Mrs. Rarr. 4 was s juſt © coming back to you, 
ut- 

Gay. | cannot be of opinion that that is an oth. 
ginal picture of Hannibal Carraccio. I aſk pardon 
for differing from you Oh, is your * 
there? pray which opinion are you of? 

Lady Rare. Don't apply; to * Sir, I am no 
judge of pictures. 

Gay. Moſt great conpoiſſeurs are ſhy.« of owning 
their {kill;. but To your ladyſhip pleaſes to obſerve, 
there is not that boldneſs—There i is indeed a great 
deal of the maſter and I never ſaw more ſpi- 
rit in a copy But 5 there is ſo much difference 
between a copy and an original, — I hope your lady- 
ſhip will excuſe the freedom I take. 

Lady Rare. My ſiſter will excuſe n freedom, 
and that is full as well. 

Mrs. Rarr. Come, my dear, will you return to 
the card table? 

Lady Rarr. I wiſh this gentleman—would by ſo 
kind to hold my cards a few minutes, I have a word 


or two to ſpeak with you. 4 
| Gay. 


— ⁵Eä . — — 
- 
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Gay. You will have a bad deputy, Madam, but 
I will do the beſt I can. [ Exit. 

Lady Ras. Siſter, I am aſhamed of you, to be 
lock'd up alone with a young fellow. 

Mrs. Raye. Lard, child, can help it, if the bolt 
falls down of its own accord ? 

Lady Rare. But you was not looking at pictures 
before I came into the room; I ſaw you cloſer toge- 

ther, I ſaw you in his arms, and heard you OF out 
— This Pl ſwear— . 

Mrs. Rape. Well, and can help this ?—I own 
he was a little frolickfome, and offered to kiſs me, 
that's all, 

Lady Rare. All! monſtrous! that's all ! if an 
odious fellow was to offer to kiſs me, I'd tear his eyes 
out, 

Mrs. Rare. Yes, at ſo wou'd I, if it was an 
odious fellow. | 
Lady Rare. The honour of a woman is a very 
nice thing, and the leaſt breath ſullies it. 
Mrs. Rarr. So it ſeems indeed, if i it be to be hurt 
by a kifs. 
Lady Rare. The man to whom you give that, 
will venture to take more. 5 
Mrs. Rare. Well, and it's time enough to cry 
out, you know, when he does venture to take more. 
Lady Rare, I don't like jeſting with ſerious 
things 
a Mrs. Rarr. What, is a kiſs a ſerious thing then? ? 
now, on my conſcience, you are fonder of it than 
Jam. [I believe, my dear, you are very confident 
I cou'd do nothing contrary to the rules of honour 
But I hate being ſolicitous about trifles. os 
Lady Rare. Siſter, it behoves a garriſon to take 
care of its outworks : for my part, I am reſolv d to 
ſtand buff at the firſt entrance; nor will I ever give 
an inch of ground to an affailant.——And let me 
tell you, that the woman and the ſoldier, who do 


not defend the firſt paſs, will never defend the —_ 
8. 
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Mrs. Rare. Well, well, good dear, military 
ſiſter, pray defend yourſelf, and do not come to m 
aſſiſtance, till you are called. TI thank heav'n, 
have no ſuch governor: as yours: I ſhow'd fancy 
myſelf beſieg d indeed, had I a continual alarm 
ringing in my ears. Ii have taken a ftrift re- 
ſolution to be virtuous, as long as my huſband. 
thinks me ſo. It is a complaiſance I owe to his opt- 
nion; but you may value yourſelf upon your virtue 
as much as you pleaſe, Sir Simon every day tells 
you, you have none; and how can ſhe be a good 
wife, Who) is continually giving the lie to her huſ- 
band * 

Lady Rare. Why will you thus rally on a ſub- 

ject I think ſo ſerious? 
Mrs. Rare. And why will you be fo . on 
a ſubject, I think ſo ridiculous ? but if you don't 
like my raillery, let us go back to our cards, and 
that will ſtop both our mouths. | 

Lady Raye. I wiſh any odious fellow durft kiſs 
me. | [Exeunt. 


Ruben Colonel RAFFLER, MONDISH. 


Col. Rar. Now, Mr. Mondiſh, now; what think 
you now? am not I the happieſt man in the world! in 
a wife ? 

Mon. Ay, faith are you, fo e that was 1 
poſſeſſed of the ſame talent for happineſs, 1 wou d 
marry to-morrow. 

Col. Rare. Why, why don't you, you will have 
juſt ſuch a wife as mine, to be ſure; oh, they are 
very plenty, —ay, ay, very plenty: you can't 
miſs of juſt ſuch another : they grow in every garden | 
about town. 

Mor. I believe they grow in moſt houſes about 
town. | 

Col. Rap. O-. ay, 2 ay ——here was one 
here juſt now, my.lady.RaMer is juſt ſuch another, 
a damn'd, infamous, ſuſpicious prude, every whit 

8 | as 
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as bad as her huſband. If you had not held me, 
Mondiſh, I am afraid ent ſcarce have kept my 
hands off from her. But hold, hold, that is one 
thing which ſhall go down in my pocket-book —— 
1 have taken a ftrits reſelution to be virtuous as long as 
my huſband thinks me ſo.— Then thou ſhalt be vir- 
tuous till doomſday, my ſweet angel—here is a wo- 
man for you—who puts her virtue into her huſband's 
keeping Oh, Mondiſh——if that lady Raffler 

ad not come In, — _ 

Mon. Ay, if ſhe had not come in, Colonel- 

Col. Rare. She would have handled Bim, we 
ow d have ſeen him handled, we ſhou'd have ſeen 
handling; Mondiſh, we ſhou'd have ſeen handling. 

Mon. Indeed, I believe we Pc: Deuce take 

the interruption. | Ale. 
Col. Rar. But, what an age do we live in tho', 
ſincerely, Mr. Mondiſh ! why, we ſhall. have our 
wives raviſh'd ſhortly in the middle of the ſtreets : 
an impudent, ſaucy raſcal! and when ſhe told him 
that ſhe wou'd cry out— 
Mor. That he ſhou'd not believe her—But then 
her art, Colonel, in giving in to his evaſion about 
the pictures —Methinks, there was ſomething ſo ge- 
nerous in her ſudden forgiveneſs ; ſomething ſo no- 
bly ſerene, in her reſolving herſelf ſo ſoon from a 
moſt abandon'd tright into a perfect tranquillity, 

Col. Rare. Ay, now, that is your highelt fort 
of virtue, that is as high as virtue can go. 

Mon. Why ſhou'd not calm virtue be admir'd i in 
2 woman, as well as calm courage in a general, Co- 
lone] ?—Your lady is a perfect heroine, ſhe laid a- 
bout her moſt furioully during the attack: but the 
moment the foe retired, became all gentle and mild 
again. 

Col. Rar. But come, as all things are ſafe, we 
will go, my dear Mondiſh, and drink my wite's 
health in one bottle of Burgundy—Ah, ſhe's an ex- 
celient woman! | [ Exeunt. 

2 X Enter 
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Enter Sir S I M 0 N with a letter. 


Sir Sim. Here i it is—the plot i is ſo well laid now; 
that unleſs fortune conſpire with, a thouſand devils 
againſt me, I ſhall diſcover; myſelf to be a rank 
cuckold, Have I not watch'd her with as much 
care as ever miſer did his gold? and yet I am, I 
am, an arrant, downright—a—as any little ſneak- 
ing courtier, or ſubaltern officer in the kingdom: 
and what an unhappy raſcal am I, that have nor been 
able to find it out not to convict her fairly in 
ten long years marriage !—If cou'd but diſcover 
it, it were ſome ſatisfaction— Well, this letter will 
1 ſend to captain Spark no hand was ever better 
counterfeited—if he had ſeen never ſo many quires 
of her writing, he will not be able to find any differ- 
ence. If after all this, I ſhould not diſcover her, I 
muſt be the moſt Miserable 08 that ever wore horns. 

| [ Exit, 


Enter Lady RAFFLER and CLARINDA: 


Lady Raps. I tell you, Niece, you have ſuffer'd 
too great freedoms from Mr. Gaylove, I can't bear 
thoſe monſtrous indecorums which the young wo- 
men of this age give into: the firſt time a woman's 
hand ſhou'd be touch'd, is in the church. | 

CLA. Lud, Madam, can't conceive any harm 
in letting any one touch my hand. 

Lady Rape. Yes, Madam, but can. Beſides, 
I think 1 caught you in one another's arms, — 1 hope 
you conceive ſome harm in that. 

CLa. I can confide in Mr. Gaylove? s honour, and 
if his paſſion hurry'd him ͤ—- 

Lady Rare. His paſſion ! what paſſion? he has 
never declar'd any Honourable paſſion for you to 
your uncle. 

CLA. No, I ſhou'd have Se him 70 he had. 

Lady Rare. Give me leave to tell you, Mig, 

har is the Proper way of applying to you. Then, 
if 
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if his circumſtances were found convenient, Sir Si- 
mon wou'd have mention'd it to you; and ſo it wou'd 
have come properly. A woman of any prudence 
and decency, gives her conſent to her relations, not 
to her huſband. - For it ſhou'd be ſtil} ſuppos'd that 
you endure matrimony, to be dutiful to them only. 
J hope you wou'd not e to have any fondneſs | 
for a fellow. 

CLA. I hope I ſhou'd have fondneſs for a fellow 
I wou'd make a huſband of. 

Lady Rare. Child, you ſhock me! 

Cr A. Why, pray Madam, had you no fondneſs 
for Sir Simon ? 

Lady Raye. No, I defy the world to "op it. 

CLA. How came you to marry him then? 

Lady Rare. Out of obedience to my father, he 
thought it a proper match. 

Cra. And ought not a woman to be fond of a 
man, after ſhe is marry'd to him? 

Lady Raye. No, ſhe ought to have friendſhip 
and eſteem, but no fondneſs, it is a nauſeous word, 
and I deteſt it A woman muſt have vile incli- 
nations, before the can bring herſelf to think of 
8 

CIA. Now, I am reſolv'd never to marry any man 
whom ] have not theſe vile inclinations for. 

Lady Rarr. O, monſtrous ! 

Cr A. Whom I do not love to ſuch diſtraction as 
to place my whole happineſs in pleaſing him, to 
which 1 wou'd give my thoughts up fo entirely, that 
on my ever loſing that power, I ſhou'd become in- 
different to every thing elſe. : 

Lady Rar. Infamous! I deſire you wou'd pre- 
pare to return into the country immediately. For 
T will not live in the houſe with you any longer: but 
I will inform you of one thing, that the- man you 
have placed this violent affection on, is a villain, and 
has deſigns on your aunt. 


Cra. What, on your ladyſhip? . 55 
3 Lady 


THE DIFFERENT HUS BANDS. 65 
Lady Rare. On me! on mel me! I wiſh I cou'd 


| ſee the man that dar'd I thank heav*n, the awe 
of my virtue has ſtil] protected me. 


CLa. I aſk your pardon, Madam, on his good 


Colonel's lady then. That there have been de- 
ſigns between them, I am not ignorant, tho* I am 
not quite ſo confident they are on his ſide and to 
ſay the truth, my aunt is an agreeable woman, and 
I] don't expect a man of his years to be proof againſt 
all temptations. But pray, Whom do you mean? 


for [——lud, who Iam defending I know not 


ſomebody who is it that your ladyſhip means, 


for I am ſure I ſnhou'd not Know him by the marks 


you ſet on him? 
Lady RAF. Oh! Madam, you ſeem to want no 


marks, I think; but if you have a mind to hear his 


name, tis Gaylove. 
CLA. Mr. Gaylove ! 


Lady Rarr. Mr. Seel 5 yes Mr. Gaylove 


PII repeat it to you to oblige you. 
CLA. What's Mr. Gaylove to me? 
Lady Rare. That you know beſt ] believe he 
is, or will be to you, what he ſhou'd not be. 
C'. If I had any affection for him, I ſhou'd 
neither be afraid of his deſigns upon me, nor Jealous 
of his deſigns an any other. 

Lady Rare. Look ye, Child, you may deny your 
affection for him, if you pleaſe ; nay I commend 
my for it. It is an affection you may well be aſham'd 
O f 5 
CLA. According to your ladyſnip's opinion, we 
ought to be aſham'd of all affection but really if 
one might be indulg'd in any, I think Mr. Gaylove 
might keep i it in countenance as well as another. 
Lady Rare. It is eaſy enough to keep you in 
countenance, you don't ſeem to be eaſily put out of 
it [Gaylove laughs within. Oh, that's his laugh— 
_ He's coming I am 'fure——PIl get out of the way 
Niece, I wou'd have you prepare yourſelf for return- 
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If you will ruin yourſelf, 
nor will J ever live 


ing into the country 
I'll not be witneſs to it 


in the houſe with a woman, that can own herſelf 
capable of being fond of a fellow. 


CLa. Then let me go as ſoon I will, 1 find I am 


not like to loſe much good company. 


Enter Captain SPARK, GAYLOVE, Mrs. 
RAFFLER. 


Capt. Spark. No, that's too much, 8 too 
much I hope, you don't believe him, Madam, 
pr'ythee, hang it, this is paſt a jeſt. | 

Mrs. Rare. Upon my word, I think ſo, eſpe- 
cially with regard to the reputation of the ladies. 

Capt. SPaRK. Yes, Madam, that's it upon 
their account, methinks he ſhou'd forbear—Deuce 
take me, you will force me to be ſerious. 

Gay. Nay, pr'ythee don't affect concealing what 
is publickly known. Miſs Clarinda here ſhall be my 
evidence, whether at his laſt quarters he was not 
talk*d of for the whole place. 

CLA. He was an univerſal contagion, not one 
woman eſcap*d. 

Mrs. Rare. This is a conviction, Captain. 

Capt. SPARK, Gaylove, this is your doing now 
al might have been a ſecret in town, but for 

ou country towns, Madam, are cenſorious; 
I don't deny indeed but that they had ſome reaſon; 
— but when they ſay all, they miſtake, they do in- 
deed—and yet perhaps it was en fault that I 


had not all. 


Mrs. Rar. I think 1 it is too hard indeed, to inſiſt 


on all. 


Gay. Well, bs confeſs now, how many 
Capt. SPaRK. Well, then, I will confeſs two 
dozen. e 
Lady Rr. 
Mrs. Rape. 1s dozen! | 
| = Gay. 
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Gay. That's pretty fair, and thou art an honeſt 
fellow. 

Mrs. Rare. He is ſo happy a one, that I wonder 
he eſcapes being deſtroy'd by the men as a monopo- 
lizer. 

CLA. No, I think the men are oblig'd to him, 
for he has found out more beauties for 'em than I 
ever heard of there. 

Capt. Syark. Pray, let's turn the diſcourſe. 

Gay. I am trifling with this fool, when I might 
employ my time better Miſs Clarinda, you know 
you was interrupted to- day. Lou promiſed me the 
firſt opportunity. 

CLA. I am a ſtrict obſerver of a promiſe. Aunt, 
ou are not fond of muſick, I won't invite you to 
ſo dull an entertainment. | 

Mrs. Rape. I think, I am in a humour to hear 
it at leaſt I am not in a humour to leave you 
alone together. 1 | Il Exeunt. 


Enter Servant with a Letter, whiſpers 8 park. 


Capt. SpARK. Ladies, I'll follow in the twink- 
ling of an eye, What's here? a woman's hand 
by Jupiter !—ſome damn'd milliner's dun or other, 
tho' I think it will paſs for an aſſignation well 
enough with the ladies that are juſt gone Ha! 
Raffler! Sir — as Sir Simon will be abroad this 
e evening, I ſhall have an opportunity of ſeeing 

* you alone hum — “ if you pleaſe there- 
" « it ſhall be in the dining-room at nine 
* there is a couch will hold us both,” The devil 
there is The company will be all aſſembled in 
„the parlour, and you will be very ſafe with your 
« humble ſervant, Mary Raffler.” Pooh !,Pox what 
ſhall I do? I wou'd not give a farthing for her 
Ha! can't I contrive to be ſurpriz'd together? That 
ridiculous dog Mondiſh ſups here if I cou'd but 
convince him of this amour, he will believe all I 
ever told him no if he cou'd but ſee this letter 

8 ” ſome 
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ſome way without my ſhewing it him—Egad, PIE 


find him out, and drop it before him. By good luck 
here he is. | 


Enter MONDISH. 


Mon. So, I have made one man extremely hap- 
py the Colonel is moſt nobly intoxicated with 
wine and his wife. This bottle of burgundy has a 
little elevated me too — now if I cou'd but find 
my dear inconſtant alone Ha, Spark ! what the 
devil art thou dodging after here ? In queſt of lome 
amour or other, I know thee to be 

Capt. Spark. What do you know me to be? I 
know thou art a damn'd incredulous fellow, and 
think'ſt every woman virtuous, that puts a grave 
face upon the matter——Now, George, take my 
word for it, every woman in England is to be had. 
Mox. What haſt thou had 'em all then? that I 
muſt take thy word for it. 

Capt. Spakk. Ha, ha, ha! thou wilt kill me 
with laughter. 

| Mon. Then I muſt leave you to die by yourſelf. 

Capt. Syark. Nay, but dear George hark'e. 
but ſtay- [ Draws Mondiſh over the Letter. 

Mon. I am in haſte beſides I Keep you from 
ſome intrigue or other. on 

Capt. SPARK, 1 might perhaps have viſited my 
lady Loller but damn her ! I believe e' en you 

know I am almoſt tir'd of her- beſides I have a 
mind to ſtay with you. 

Mox. But I poſitively neither can nor will ſtay 
with you. | 

Capt. Spark, The devil is in it, if he has not 
ſeen it by this time. Well, if you have a deſire to 
leave me, I'II diſappoint you, for 1'Il leave you, fo, 
your ſervant. | Exit. 

Mon. A letter dropt! To captain Spark- 


the rogue counterfeits a woman's hand exceeding 


well. But he could not counterfeit her hand ſo ex- 
actly, 
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aftly, wichout having ſeen letters from her—Why 
then may not this be from her ? Is ſhe not a woman, 
a prude ?——the devil can fay no more. 


Enter GAY LOVE. 


Gay. Mondiſh, your ſervant, where have you 
beſtow'd yourſelf this afternoon? | 

Mox. Where I fancy I far'd better chin 3 
have been entertain'd with burgundy and the colonel 
while you have been a with Sir Simon and 
the ladies. 

Gav. Faith, I am afraid thou art in the right 
on't ; for to ſay truth, I grew weary of their com- 
pany, and have left the gallant Mr. Spark to enter- 
tain them. 

Mon. Well, what ſucceſs in your amour? 

Gay. Oh, ſucceſs that would make humility vain 
Succeſs that has made me think thy happineſs 
not ſo extraordinary In a word, had not my lady 
Raffler come in, and, rais'd the liege, I believe I 
ſhou'd have been able, before now, to have given 
thee a pretty good account of the citadel Pox 
take all virtuous women for mel they are of no other 
uſe, but to ſpoil others? ſport. 

Mon. Yes faith! ſuch virtuous women as her 
ladyſhip, will ſometimes condeſcend to make ſport, 
as well as ſpoil it. There, read thar, and then 
give me thy opinion, if thou think'ſt there is one 
ſuch woman in the world as thou haſt mentioned. 

Gay, To Captain Spark Sir Simon—abroad 
this evenng——1n the dining-room——couch will 
hold us both Ha ! ha! The captain improves 
Safe with your humble ſervant Mary Raffler 
—Well ſaid my little Spark—— Now from this 
moment, ſhall I have a very great opinion of thee— 
thou art a genius a hero to forge a letter 
from a woman, and drop it in her own houſe — 
there is more impudence thrown away on this fel- 


low, chan wou'd have made fix court pages, and as 
1 = many 
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many attorneys= he is an errant walking con- 
tagion on womens reputation, and was ſent i into 
the world as a judgment on the ſex, 
Mon. By all that's infamous, *tis her own hand! 
Gay. By all that is not infamous, I wou'd ſcarce ' 
have belicv'd my own eyes, had they ſeen her write 


it! 


Mor. Excellent! thou art as incredulous as the 
colonel. What, 1 ſuppoſe you have heard her rail 

againſt wicked women and declaim in praiſe of 
chaſtity—does a good ſermon from the pulpit per- 
ſuade thee that a parſon is a faint or a charge 
from the bench that the judge is incorrupt f- Af 


thou wilt believe in profeſſions, thou wilt find ſcarce 


one fool that is not wiſe, one rogue that is not ho- 
neſt, one courtier that is not fit to make a friend, or 
one whore that is not fit to make a wife. 

Gay. But common ſenſe wou'd preſerve her from 
an affair with a fellow, who, ſhe is ſure, will publiſh 
it to the whole world. 

Mon. I am not ſure of r ſhe dots 
not know his character, or if ſhe does, ſhe may think 
herſelf ſafe in the world's knowing it—beſides, if he 
is believ'd in his bragging of his amours, I know 
no man breathing ſo likely to debauch the whole ſex 
for amours increaſe with a man of pleaſure, 


as money does with a man of buſineſs; and women 


are moſt ready to truſt their reputations, as we our 
caſh, with him that has moſt buſineſs, 
| Gay. It is moſt natural to ſuppoſe he beſt under- 
PP. his buſineſs. But ſtill this letter of Lady 
Raffler's ſtaggers me. 

Mor. Are you ſo concern'd for her reputation? 

Gay. Hum! I ſhou'd at leaſt wiſh well to a fa- 
mily I intend to take a wife out of. 

Mon. A wife out of ? 

Gay. Why are you ſurpriz'd ? did I not tell you 
this morning, I had a miſtreſs in the houſe ? 


Mon. Yes, —but they are two things, I think; 
heav'n 
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heav*n forbid we ſhou'd be oblig'd to take a wife 
out of every houſe in this town, wherein we have had 
a miſtrels. 

Gay. You, 1 think, George, take good care to 
make that impoſlible, by making miſtreſſes of other 
mens wives. 

Mow. Why, it is my opinion that in our com- 
merce with the other ſex, it will be pretty difficult to 
avoid either making miſtreſſes of other mens wives, 
or wives of other mens miſtreſſes, ſo I chuſe the 
former. But when am I to wiſh you joy, friend ? 
Methioks I long to ſee thee wedded I am as impa- 
tient on thy behalf, as if I was principally concern d 

myſelf, 

Gar. I ſee thou art planting the battery of rail- 
ing, ſo I ſhall run off, before you can hit me. 

Exit. 

Mon. We ſhall be able to hit your wife, I hope 
and that will do as well-— Here's another 
friend's wife will ſhortly want to be provided for; 
if my friends marry ſo faſt, I ſhall be oblig'd to 
be deficient in a very main point of friendſhip, and 
leave them their wives on their own hands. [ 
think my ſuſpicions relating to Mrs, Raffler are 
now e clear'd UP on his tide, and * fix d on 
bers. 


Enter Mrs. RAFFLER. 


Your moſt humble ſervant, Madam! he is but juſt 

one. 
0 Mrs. Rarr. Who gone? 

Mon, Mr. Gaylove, 

Mrs. Rare. What's Mr. Gaylove to me ? 

Mon. Nothing, he is a very good judge of pic- 
tus, 
Mrs. Rare. Ha! What do you mean? 
Mon. Nothing. 5 
Mrs. Rape, I will know. 

F 4 Mo. 
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Mod. You cannot know more of me than you do 
already, nor I of you -and I hope ſhortly your 
knowledge will be as ; comprehenſive in another 
branch of your favourite ſcience. 

Mrs. Rar, I don't underſtand you. 

Mon: I cannot be of opinion that that is an original 
picture of Hannibal Carraccio ; for if you pleaſe to 
obſerve, there is not that boldneſs ; ; there is, indeed, a 
great deal of the maſler, and I never ſaw more. ſpirit 
in a copy : but, alas] there is ſo much difference be- 
tween a copy and an original 

Mrs. Rape. I believe the colonel bought i it as an 
original. 

Mon. The colonel may EX deceived ———1 with 
I knew no more than one inſtance of it. 

Mrs. Rarr. Gaylove muſt be a villain, and have 
diſcovered me, | Fades 

Mow. It may be, perhaps, ſome people's intereſt 
to wiſh all Perlons as eaſily deceiv'd as the colonel; 
what pity *tis, a gallant ſhou'd not be as blind as a 
huſband ! - 

Mrs, Rare. Mr. Mondiſh, I will not bear this: 
it wou'd be fooliſh to diſſemble underſtanding you 
any longer: be as blind or as watchful as you will, 
it is equal to me — -I will be no ſlave. to your 
jealouſy, for if 1 have more gallants, be aſſur'd I 
will have but one huſband. 

Mon. Spoken ſo bravely, that I am at leaſt in 
love with your ſpirit ſtill! and to convince you, I 
have that affection and no other, deal ſincerely with 
me, and I will be ſo far from troubling you any lon- 
ger with my own paſſion, that I will aſſiſt fo in the 

urſuit of another. 

Mrs. Rape. Then to deal ſincerely with you—— 
Lud, it is a terrible hard thing to do. 

Mox. Ay, come; ſtruggle a little, a woman muſt 

undergo ſome trouble to be delivered of _ 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. Rar. Then to deal. fincerely wich you, 1 
am in love with another. 

Mos. With Gaylove I'll affift you out with 
It. 

Mrs. Rarr. Well, ay, perhaps but now I muſt 
inſiſt on truth from you, how came you to ſuſpect 
him ?—and who put the picture into your head ? 

Mon. PI! tell you ſome other time. _ 

Mrs. Rare. Reſolve me this only, was it he? 

Mon. No, upon my honour. 

Mrs. Rare. Then it muſt have been my ſiſter? 

Mon, Ha!l— 

Mrs. Rare. Nay, 4 t heſitate, it is vain to 
deny it 

Mov. I do not deny it. 

Mrs. Rarr. Now may the united curſes wy age, 
diſeaſe, uglineſs, vain deſire and infamy overtake 
her! 

Mon. It works rarely. 

Mrs. Rave. Revenge, re Ir. Mondiſ, : 
my reputation 1s in your * $—T know you to 
be a man of honour, and am eaſy but to have 
it in the power of a woman, muſt be an eternal 
rack. We know one another too well to be eaſy, 
when we are in one another's power——againft her 
tongue there is no ſafeguard. 

Mon. Yes, one. 

Mrs. Rare. What! 

Mon. To have her reputation in your power. 

Mrs. Rare. That is impoſſible to hope—She will 
take care of her reputation—for it is on that alone 
ſhe ſupports her pride, her malice, her ill- nature: 
theſe have raiſed her a train of watchful enemies that 
wou'd catch her at the firſt trip But ſhe has neither 
warmth nor generoſity enough to make it, O! I 
know her too well—She will keep her virtue, if it 
be only to enable her to . a continual ON to her 

huſband. | a 
Mo. 
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Mon. Well, whatever difficulty there be in the 
attempt, have reſolution enough under your con- 
duct to begin — Perhaps I am of an opinion which 
you may excuſe, that no woman's virtue is proof 
againſt the attacks of a reſolute lover. 

Mrs. Rar. But her fear, her ſelf.- love, her cold- 
neſs, and her vanity may. 

Mo. I can give you more ſubſtantial reaſons for 
our hope, than you imagine - but may I depend 
upon your aſſiſtance? 

Mrs. Rar. If I fail you, may my huſband be 
jealous of me, or may I loſe the power or inclina- 
tion to give him cauſe. | 

Mon. That's nobly, generouſly ſaid; and now, 
methinks, you and I appear like man and wite, to 
each other—at leaſt it wou'd be better for the world, 
if they all acted as wiſe a part—and inſtead of ly- 
ing, and whining, and canting with virtue and con- 
ſtancy, inſtead of fatiguing an irrecoverable dying 
paſſion, with jealouſies and upbraidings, kindly let 
it depart from one breaſt, to be happy in another. 


Thus the 88 mother of the ſavage brood, 
Whoſe breaſts no more afford her infants food, 
Leads them abroad, and teaches them to roam, 


For what no longer they can find at home, 
[ Exeunt. 


CCTV. SCENE. I 


SCENE, a Chamber. 


Enter Sir ST MON, and Colonel RAF FL ER. 


Sir Siu. } DESIRE but this trial; if I do not 

J convince you I have reaſon for my jea- 
louſy, I will be contented all my life after to wear 
my horns in my pocket, and be as happy and ſub- 
miſſive a huſband as any within the ſound of Bow- 


bell. 
Col. 
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Col. Rare. A good reaſonable penalty you will 
undergo truly, to be the happy huſband of a vir- 


tuous wife. 
Sir Si. And perhaps penalty enough too—if 1 it 
was ſo : a virtuous wife may have it in her power 


to play very odd tricks with her huſband. A vir- 


— 


tuous woman may contradict him, may teaze him, 
may expoſe him, nay ruin him; and ſuch virtuous 
wives, as ſome prope have, may cuckold him into 
the bargain. 

Col. Rarr. Well, on condition, that if your ſuſ- 
picions be found to be groundleſs, you never pre- 
ſume to ſuſpect her or my wife hereafter, but ſuffer 


them peaceably to enjoy their innocent freedoms, 


and on condition that you give me leave to laugh 
at you one whole hour, I am content to do what you 


deſire. 


Sir Sim. Ay, ay, any thing if my . be 


found true, brother. 
Col. Rar. Why then, brother, you will find 


yourſelf to be a cuckold, and may laugh at me 


twenty hours if you will. 
Sir Stu. I think you will be a little confounded. 


Col. Rare. Faith! brother you are a very un- 


happy fellow, faith! you are. 


Sir Stu. Why ſo, pray? 
Col. Rare. To marry a wife that you have not 
been able to find any fault in, in ten years time 
If you had good luck in your choice, you might 
have been a cuckold in half the time, yu might 


indeed. 


Sir SIM. Well, it is your time to laugh now, and 
J will indulge you. 

Col. Rare. But ſuppoſe, l it ſhou'd be as 
you ſay, ſuppoſe you ſhou'd find out what you have 
a deſire to find, don't you think you are entirely 1 in- 
debted to yourſelf 7 


Sir 91M. I don't underſtand you. 
Col. 
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Col. Rarr. Why, to your own ſuſpicions, can a 
wife give ſo good a reaſon for going aſtray, as the 
ſuſpicions of her huſband ? They are a terrible thing; 
and my own wife has told me, ſhe could not have 
anſwer'd for herſelf with a ſuſpicious huſband. 

Sir Sim. But it wants now a little more Ow: - 
quarter of eight; ſo pray away to the cloſet ; 
ſhall have the raſcal before his time elſe, and be bg 


appointed. 
Col. Rare. Sol find you ſuſpect the amour to be 
but of a ſhort date. [ Exeunt, 


Enter Lady RAFFLER, and Mrs. RAFFLER. 

Lady Rare. Lud, ſiſter, you are grown as great 
a plague to me as my huſband. 1 know not whe- 
ther he teazes me more for doing what I ſhou'd not, 
than you for doing what I ſhou'd. - 

Mrs. Rar. A woman never acts as ſhe ſhow'd, 
but when ſhe acts againſt her huſband. He is a prince 
who is ever ' endeavouring to grow abſolute, and it 
fthouw'd be our conſtant endeavour to reſtrain him. 
You are a member of the commonwealth of wo- 
men, and when you give way to your RR; you 
betray the liberty of your ſex. 

Rady Rare. You are always for turning every 
thing into ridicule ; but I am not that poor-ſpirited 
creature you wou'd repreſent me: nor did I ever give 
way to my huſband in any one thing in my life, con- 


trary to my own opinion. I wou'd not have you 


think I do not reſent his ſuſpicions of me, and I dety 
you to ſay, I ever ſubmitted to any method of quiet- 
ing em—All that I am ſolicitous about is, not to 
give the world an opportunity of ſuſpecting me. 

Mrs. Raye. But as the world is a witneſs of his 
ſuſpecting you, were I in your caſe, I ſhou'd think 
my honour engag'd to let the world be witneſs of my 
revenge. | 

Lady Rarr. Then the world wou'd PE Wa me, 
as it now does him Had Ia mind to be as ludicrous 


as 
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as you, I might tell you, that the woman who parts 
with her virtue, makes her huſband abſolute, and 
betrays the liberty of her ſex. Siſter, ſiſter, believe 
me, it is in the power of one honeſt woman to be a 
greater plague to her huſband, than all the vile vi- 
cious creatures upon earth. 

Mrs. Rare, Give me your hand, my dear, for 
I find we are agreed upon the main point, that is, 
enmity to a huſband. I proceed now to the ſe- 
cond point, which every good woman ought to 


conſider, namely, the row a deſerving gal- 


lant. 
Lady Rare. That is a ſubject on which I am 


afraid we ſhall eternally differ. 

Mrs. Rare. I hope we ſhall, my dear; that i is, 
TI hope we ſhall never deſire to reward the ſame. | 

Lady Rare. I defire we may never diſcourſe 
more on this head; for I ſhall be inclin'd to ſay 
things which you will not like; and, as I fear they 
will be of no ſervice to you, I deſire to avoid it. 

Mrs. Rare. Oh, yes, they will be of great ſer- 
vice to me, they will make me laugh immoderately. 
Come, confeſs honeſtly ——I Ns you ſul] WW me 
with Gaylove. 

Lady Rar. If you put me to i.] cannot call | 
your conduct unqueſtionable. If I ſhou'd ſuſpect, 
it wou'd not be without reafon. 

Mrs. Raye. Nay, if you allow reaſon, I have 
reaſons to ſuſpect 495 with not half ſo pretty a 
fellow. 

Lady Rare. Me 1 1 you pure virtue will 
confront ſuſpicion. 

Mrs. Rarr. Pure virtue ſeems to have a pretty 
good front, indeed. Let us try the cauſe fairly be- 
tween us: you found me and a young fellow alone 
together, and very comical things may happen, I 
own, between a man and a woman alone together. 
But when a lady ſends an aſſignation to a gentleman, 


to meet her in the dark on a couch; then if nothing 
comical 
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comical happens to pure virtue, they muſt be a co- 
mira! couple, indeed. 

Lady Rare. You are ſuch a laughing giggling 
creature, I don't know what you drive at. | 

Mrs. Rare. Read that—and I believe it will ex- 
plain what both of us drive at Now I ſhall 
ſee how far a prude can carry it—Not one bluſh yet; 
I find bluſhing 1 is one of the things which pure vir- 
tue can't do, 

Lady Rarr. I am amaz'd and confounded ! Where 
had you this? | 

Mrs. Rare. From a very oo friend of yours, 
in whoſe hands your reputation will be ſafer than in 
the captain's, where you plac'd it. 

Lady Rarr. What do you then believe 

Mrs. Rarr. Nothing but my own eyes. Lou 
will not deny it is your own hand? 

Lady Rare. Some devil has counterfeited it. I 
beſeech you tell me how you came by it. 

Mrs. Rare. Mondiſh gave it me. 

Lady Raye. Then he writ it. 

Mrs, Rare. Nay, the captain, by what I hear of 
him, is a more likely perſon to have counterfeited it. 
But it is well done, and ſure whoever did it, muſt 
have ſeen your writing. 

Lady Rare. Tl reach all the depths of hell, but 
Fl find it out. Have I for this had a guard upon 
ev'ry look, word, and action of my life; for this 
ſhun'd ev'n ſpeaking to any woman in publick of 
the leaſt doubtful character? for this been all my 
life the forwardeſt to cenſure the imprudence of 
others? — have I defended my reputation in the face 
of the ſun, to have it thus undermin'd in the dark? 

Mrs. Rare. Moſt womens reputations are under- 
min'd in the dark—you ſee, child, how fooliſh it is 
to take ſo much care about what is ſo eaſily loſt ; 
at leaſt, I hope, you will learn to take care of no 
one's nn but your own. 1 

Lady 
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Lady Rare. It wants but little of the appointed 
hour: ſiſter, will you go with me? 

Mrs. Rare. Oh! no, two to one will not be fair 
If you had appointed him to have brought his 
ſecond, indeed 

Lady Ray. I ſee you are incorrigible==4-Bur [ 
will go find my niece, or my brother, or Sir Simon 
himſelf: I will raiſe the world, and the dead, and 
the devil; but J will find out the bottom of this 
affair. [ Exit. 

Mrs. RArr. Hugh! what a terrible combuſtion 
is pure virtue in? Now will I convey myſelf, if 
poſſible, into the cloſet——and be an humble ſpec- 
tator of the battle——Well, a virtuous wife is a 
moſt precious jewel— but if all jewels were as 
eaſily counterfeited, he wou'd be an egregious aſs 


who wou'd venture to lay out his money in them. 
[ Exit. 


SCENE changes to another Room in Sir 
SIM ON's Houle. 


Enter Sir SIMON in Wemens Cloaths. 


Sir Siu. My evidence is poſted, the colonel is in 
the cloſet, and can overhear all The time of 
appointment draws near. I am ftrangely pleas'd 

with my ſtratagem. If I can but counterfeit my 
wife's voice as well as I have her hand, I may defy 
him to diſcover me; for there is not a glimpſe of 
Iight.—I am as much delighted as any young whore- 
maſter can be in expectation of meeting another 
man's wife. And yet I am afraid I ſhall not diſcover 
myſelf to be what I fear neither; and if I ſhou'd not 
I will hang myſelf incontinently. Oh! thou damn'd 
couch! thou art not ten years old, and yet what 
cuckoldom haſt thou been witneſs of. I will 
be reveng'd on thee; for I will burn thee this even- 
ing in triumph, pleaſe heaven Huh. huſn, here 
he comes. { Lies on a Couch. 
| Enter 
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Enter MONPDIS E. 


Mor. This is the field of battle. If I know any 
thing of the captain, he will not be in haſte—and 
if ſne comes here before him, I think ſhe will not 
have the impudence to deny any favour to one 
who knows as much as I do. It is as dark as hell! 
let a prude alone for contriving a proper place for 
an aſſignation— Poor Sir Simon, faith! thou haſt 
more cauſe for thy jealouſy than I imagin'd, _ 

Sir Six. Ay, or then I imagin'd either I am 
over head and ears in it—I am the arranteſt cuckold 
in town. | {[ Afade. 

Mox. *Sdeath! I ſhall never be able to find this 
couch out ſure it us'd to be ſomewhere here- 
abouts. It has been the ſcene of my happineſs too 
often for me to forget it. 

Sir Sim. Oh! it has—Oh ! thou damn'd villain ! 
I wiſh thou cou'dſt feel torments, that I might be 
an age in burning thee. Alde. 

Mon. Ha! I hear a door open—it is a woman's 
tread. I know the dear, dear trip of a ſoft foot. 


Enter Mrs. RAFFLER, «ho falls into MON- 
DISH's "Arms. 


Mrs, Ras. In the name of goodneſs who are 
you? 
Mox. An evil ſpirit. I find you are us'd to meet 
them i in the dark, by your readinels 1 in nt to 
a. 1. 
Mrs. Rary. Mr. Mondiſh | : 
Sir Sim. Here will be rare caterwalling. 


= 


| ” [Afde. 
Mon. What do you do here? 
Mrs. Rare. Trouble not yourſelf about that, I 
will not ſpoil your ſport. 


Mo. But tell me, have you ſeen yy ſiſter? 
Mrs. Rare. Yes. 


nd how? 10G at! 
| 9 Vin 
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Mrs. Rar f. Ob, ſhe! raves like a princeſs in a 
rragedy, and wears that ſome devil nas contriy d 
it. 

Mow. Then ſne perlits in her Abo 

Mrs. Rare. Yes, and will after conviction nay, 
even after execution. 

Mex. A very harden'd criminal indeed but 
pray what is your opinion of my ſucceſs ? 

Mrs. Rare. Oh, thou wicked ſeducer! It would 
be hard indeed that I ſhould think you not able to 

ſucceed, after ſuch a one as you have defcrib'd the 
captain to be, when you prevail'd on my innocent 
heart, and triumph'd over what I nnen an im- 
pregnable fortreſs. 

Mon. And was I really thy firſt ſeducer? 

Mrs. Rave. By heavens! the only one that ever | 
has yet injur'd wy huſband, - 

Sir S1M, What do I hear? 

Mox, Why ds I not ftilt enjoy that happineſs 
fingly? What have I done to forfeir one grain of 
your eſteern ? ; 

Mrs. Rave. To your freſh game, ſporcfman; and 
I wiſh you 4 good chace. 

Mox. Whither are you going? | 
Mrs. Raye. Concern not yourſelf with me; your 
new miſtreſs will ſoon be with you. Ei. 

Sir Siu. This is better than my hopes! This is 
killing two birds with one ſtone. My brother will 
be rewarded for the pains he takes on my account 
Ha! there's a eb think I ſhall be ſecure be- 
hind the couch. 


Enter Lady R A FF LE R with. a ate, 


Lady Rare. I think there is ſome plot ld 
againſt me, the whole family are run out of the 
houſe. But virtue will protect her adherents. Ha! 
Who's that? 

Mon. Be not ſtartled, Madam; it n one from 
whom you have nothing to fear. 

Vol. III. 'G 1 Lady 
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Lady Raye. I know not that, Sir; I ſhall always 
think I have juſt reaſon to fear one who lurks pri- 
vately about in dark corners, Perſons who have no 
ill deſign never ſeek hiding-places : but, however, 
you are the perſon I defar'd to meet. 

Mon. That wou'd make me happy, indeed! 

Lady Rary. Whence, Sir, had you that Letter, 
which you this day gave my Net, 2 n was 
ſign'd with my name? [tn þ | 

"Mon. The letter, Madam ? 

Lady Rare. Yes, Sir, the letter! with * odi- 
ous aſſignation which I deteſt the apprehenſion of 
my reputation ſhall be clear'd, and I will know 
the author of this infamous forgery, bauer be the | 
conſequence |. 

Mow. Be miſtreſs of yourſelf, Madam, and be 
aſſur'd nothing in my power ſhall be ever left undone 
to vindicate your reputation, or detect any calumny 
againſt it. The letter was dropt by the perſon to 
whom it was directed, dropt on purpoſe that I 
ſhou'd take it up; which I did, and deliver'd it to 
your fiſter. Indeed I even then ſufpected it a for- 
gery. I thought 1 knew my lady Raffler too well, 
to fear her capable of placing her affections unwor- 
thily. 

Lady Rarr. And you know no more? 

Mon. I do not, upon my honour. 

Lady Rar. Well, Sir, whatever care you ſhall 
take of my reputation, Sir Simon ſhall thank * for 
it. 

Mon. Alas! Madam, cou'd I ms any merit in 
ſuch a ſervice, I ſhou'd hope to have another re- 
warder than the very laft perfon on whom I wou'd 
pens & an obligation. _ | 

Lady Rare. How, Sir ? 

Mox. I aſk pardon, Madam, I know how tender 


the ſubject is to your ears; yet I hope the excels of 
tenderneſs which I have for you will plead —— 


Lady Rare. Tenderneſs for me ? LAngp. ] 


— 
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Mox. For Jour reputation, Madam. 

[ She Jooks pleaſed. 

Lady Rare. F hat, I think, I may ſuffer. _ _ 

Mow. Pardon me, Madam, if that tendefneſs, 
which I have for- your reputation, Madam, 
will not permit me to be: eaſy while I ſee it laviſh'd 
on a man ſo worthleſs, ſo ungrateful, ſo inſenſi- 
ble— And yet, Madam, can even you the beſt, the 
moſt reſerv'd of wives, can you deny but that his. 
jealouſy is plain to you and to the whole world? 
Cou'd he ſnew more had he married one of the wan- 
ton coquets, who encourage every man who ad- 
dreſſes em, nay, who are continually throwing out 
their lures for men who do not? Had he marry'd 
one of theſe, nay, had he AYR a common avow'd. 
proſtitute—— | 

Lady Rare. Hold, you ſhock me. 

Mor. And I ſhall ſhock myſelf. But the wounds 
mult be laid open to be cur d. | 5 

Lady Rare. What can I do ? | 

Mon. . Hate him. | 
Lady Rare. That, I think; virtue will allow me 
to do. 

Mox. Juſtice commands) you to do it: nay, more, 
it commands you to revenge, you ought for exam- 
ple ſake——pardon me, Madam, if che love I have 
for you—— I ſhou'd rather fay if the friendſhip 1 
have contracted for your virtue carries me too far; 
but I will. undertake to prove; that it is not only 
meritorious to fulfil his ſuſpicions, but it wou'd be 
criminal not to do it. Virtue requires it, the virtue 
you adore, you poſſeſs, requires it; it is not you, it 
is your virtue he injures; that demands a juſtißca- 
tion, that obliges you: | 

Lady Rarr, To hate him, to deſpiſe W that cx 
virtuous woman may do. ©; 

Mon. Oh! I admire, I adore 3 a virtuous wo- 
man. 


Lady Rare, Virtue is her greateſt jewel. ; 
(1: | Mon. 
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Mon. Oh, *tis a nice, and'tender thing, it wilf 
not bear fufpicion : ſhe wou'd be a poor creature in- 
deed, who cou'd bear to have wor” virtue ſuſpected 
without revenge. 

Lady Rary. What can ſhe do? e OL 

Mon. Ev'ry thing: Part with it. Is 

Lady Rare, Ha! | 

| Mon. Not from her heart——T hope you don't | 
think I mean that; but true virtue is no more con- 
cern'd in puniſhing a huſband, than true merey in 
puniſhing a criminal. 

Lady Rare. But J have the comfort to think he 
is ſufficiently puniſh'd in the torments of his own 
mind. Oh, I fhou'd be the molt miſerable creature 
alive, if F cou'd but even ſuſpect he had an eaſy 
moment. Mr. Mondiſh, it wou'd be ridiculous to 
affect hiding from you, who are ſo intimate in the 
family, my Knowledge of his baſe, unjuſt ſuſpicions ; 
nor wou'd 1 have you think me fo pvor-fpirited a 
wretch, not to hate and deſpiſe him for them. How 
unjuſt they are, the whole world can evidence: for no 
woman upon earth cou'd be more delicate in her con- 
duct. Therefore, for heaven's ſake, aſſiſt me in the 
diſcovery of this letter. 

Mox. I cou'd not, I am fore, ſuſpect you 108 ſo 
— ol a paſſion, tho? your hand is excellently 

"Cady" Rare. It muſt be by forms one who has ſeen 
it, ſure it cou'd not be my fifter. | 

Mon. Was it not Sir Simon himſelf ? 

Lady Rarr. Ha! it cannot be, he cou'd not be 
fach a villain. 

'Mon. If he were, I think you ought not to for 
give him. 

Lady Rarr. Cou'd ] but prove it 

Mon. If 1 prove it for you———what ſhall be my 
reward? 

Lady Rarr. The greateſt——The « conſciouſneſs 


doin ood, 
| E: . © "Mow: 
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Mo. What good ſhall I do in diſcovering the 
criminal, unleſs you will puniſh him? 
Lady Raye. I will do all in my power to puniſh 
him, and to reward you. 
Mo. Your power is infinite, as is almoſt the 
happineſs I now taſte, O my fair injur'd creature, 
had'ſt thou been the lot of one who had truly known 
the value of vittue—— __ ¶ Kiffing her hand. 
Lady Rare. Let me go; 2 you wou'd preſerve 
my good opinion of you If you have a regard 
for me, ſhew it in immediately vindicating my repu- 
tation. 
Mo. I'll find out Sir Simon; 3 if be be the As 
ger, I ſhall ger ir out of him One earneſt more, 


155 [Kiſſing her hand. 
Lady Rave. Away! we ſhall be overſeen, and 
then I ſhall hate you for ever. % 3 Le. 


Sir S1. Heav'n be prais'd, they are parted this 
time. I was afraid it wou'd have come to action. 
Why, if a huſband had a hundred thouſand eyes, 
he would have uſe for them all, A wife is a gat- 
riſon without walls, while we are running to the 
defence of one quarter, ſhe is taken at another. 
But what a rogue is this fellow, who not only at- 
tempts to cuckold his friend, but has the impudence 
to inſiſt on it as a meritorious action | The dog 
wou'd perſuade her that virtue obliges her to it. 
Why, what a number of ways are thete by which 
a man may be made a cuckold ! One goes to work 
with his purſe, and buys my wife; a ſecond brings 
his title, he is a lord, forſooth, and has a patent to 
cuckold all mankind. A third ſhews a garter, a 
fourth a ribband, a fifth a lac'd coat. One raſcal 
has a ſmooth face, another a ſmooth. tongue; ano- 
ther makes ſmooth verſes; this ſings, that Stents 
one wheedles, another flatters; one applies to her 
ambition, another to her avarice, another to her 
vanity, another to her — This tickles her eyes, 
that her _ another in ſhort, all her five 


G 35 | ſcuſes, 
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ſenſes, and five thouſand follies have their addref- 
ſers. And that ſhe may be ſafe on no ſide, here's a 
raſcal comes and applies himſelf to the very thing 
that ſhou'd defend her, and tries to make a bawd of 
her very virtue. He has the impudence to tell her, 
that ſhe can't be a woman of virtue without cuc- 
kolding her huſband ——Hark ! I hear a noiſe !— 
wiſe 9 I ſuppoſe, or 9 elſe after wy 
. „ 


EE . Captain SPARK. 


Capt. SpaRE. I am ſure, Mondiſh took up the let? 
ter, and it is now a full quarter of an hour after the 
time appointed. I know him ſo well, that I cou'd 
lay a wager, he is liſt'ning ſomewhere hercabouts. 
Madam, Madam . | 

Sir Siu. That is the raſcal's voices it you, 
Captain, tread ſoftly for heav'n's ſake. 

Capt. SPARK. Yes, and I with I may tread ſurely 
too; for it is as dark as hell. Where are YOU, Ma- 
dam . 

Sir St. Here, Sir, bete on he couch. 
Capt. SPark. Quite punctual to the place of aſ- 
ſignation, I find. Where the devil can Mondiſn be? 
[ A/rae.) There, Madam, there, I am ſafe” now, [ 
thank you | don't know, Madam, how to thank 
you enough, for that kind note your ladyſhip was ſa 
good as to ſend me. ö 
Sir Siu. O Lard! Sir. 
Capt. Syark. I aſſure you, Madam, I think my» 
ſelf the happieſt of mankind. Tam, Madam, upon 
my honour, ſc in my own opinton—Pray, Madam, 
was not your 1 at the laſt ridotto? 

Sir Siu. No, Sir.—1 find. he has had her till 
he isweary bf her.. 6 [ Hfede. 

Capt. Spark. I think you are a great lover of 
country dancing. 

Sir Stu. Yes, I think it will do very well, when 
one can have nothing elle to entertain one. 


Capt, 
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Capt. Seark. Very true, Madam; auadnlle is 
very much before it, in my opinion. 

Sir Stu. You and I have ſeen vette: entertain- 
ments than that, before now. | 

Capt. Sea RK. Oh, yes, yes, Madam 1 am 
very fond of the entertainments at the e a | 
' TI never go there for any thing elſe. - Pray which is 
your ladyſhip' s favourite ? Moſt ladies are fond of 
Perſeus and Andromeda—— What the devil is he- 
come of Mondiſh? [A e.] But I think the operas 
are ſo far beyond all thoſe things Do you go to 
the drawing-room to-night, Lady Raffler ? 

Sir Stu. I hope to pals my time better with you, 
as I have done. | 
Capt. Seark. I ſhou'd be proud to — one of 
a party at quadrille; but upon my honour, I am 
the moſt unfortunate perſon in the world, for I am 
engag d. | 

Sir SIM. Engag's\. 

Capt. SPARK. 1 know what you think now 
If one does but name an engagement, to be ſure— 
I proteſt, one wou'd think there was but one ſort 
of engagement in the world — and I don't know 
how ic comes to my ſhare to be always ſuſpected. 
To be fure, I have had ſome affairs in my life; that 
I don't deny, that I believe every one knows and 
therefore I am not obliged to deny 

Sir Siu. But you was not N to confels 1 it to 
Sir Simon to-day. + : 
Capt. Spark. Yes, ha! ha! The 3 of a 

name had like to have occaſion'd ſome confuſion; 1 
am heartily ſorry for it upon my word. 
Sir Siu. And was it not me that you meant? 
Capt. SraRK. You are pleas'd to rally. You 
know it was impoſſible I ſhou'd n what never 
happen d. , 
Sir Siu. What, did nothing e ever paſs between 


us? 
G 4 Capt. 
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Capt. Sy ARK. Either you have a mind to be merry 
with your humble ſervant, or I ſhall begin to ſuſpect, 
there is ſome likeneſs of mine happier than myſelf. 
For your ladyſhip and. ſiſter were both 'pleas'd to 
mention ſomething about an auction; and 1 never 
care to contradict a lady. Upon my ſoul, compli- 
ments aſide, I never had the honour to ſee FO face 
*rill this afternodon? 

Sir Siu. How, how! did you never ſee my vile 
till this afternoon ? 

Capt. SparRK. Your wife | 

Sir Sim, Lord, I'm delirious I think, I know not 
what I ſay. 

Capt. SPARK, I hope you : are not ſubject t to fits. I 
ſhall be frighten'd out of my ſenſes. For heav'n's 
fake, let me call ſomebody — Lights! Wehe e 
help! help! 

Sir Sim. Huſh! conſider my reputation. 

Capt. SyaRK. You had better loſe your reputa- 
tion than your lite. e lights ! hana urs 
my lady faints. 

Sir St. What ſhall I do? 


Capt. SraRK. Will no body hear ? Help help! 


Enter | MONDIS H % Zach RAFFLER 
with a Light. 


Lady "IS What's the matter here? 

Capt. SpaRK. For heav'n's ſake, bring ſome lights 
hither, lomebody ; my poor lady Raffler is fallen 
into a fit. 

Mon. My lady Raffler! 

Lady RAT. What can this mean? 

Capt. SpARK. Ha! bleſs me, Madam, are you 
there ? then who the devil is this ? | 

Mo. Sir Simon! 


gh SPARK. Why, there's no maſquerade to- 
nig 5 


Sir 
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- Sir Sim. It bas happen'd juſt as I fear d. There 
is ſome daran'd. planet which attends. all Huſbands, 
and will never let them be in the right. {Afde. 

Lady Rape: Monſter! how have you the aſſure 
ance to look in my injur'd face? 
Mon. Death and hell! I hope he did nod cnn | 
hear what paſs d between me — his wife. ¶ Aldi. 

Sir Siu. What injury have I done you, my dear? 

Lady Rar. Can you aſk it? Have you not laid 
a plot againſt my reputation? Have you not coun- 
terfeited my hand? Did you not write this me 
look at it. 07 111 

Sir Sim. No, my dear, Deo 

Lady Rarr. How came it ſeal'd then * this 
ſeal ? which was only in your dateien Oh, I have 
no name bad enough, 

Mon. Come, come, Sir Gan. n all; it is 
the only amends you can make your lad. 

Sir 811. Oh, Sir, if you will endeavour to get ip 
out of me, it will be in vain to deny 


Euter Colona? R A FFL ER. 


Col. Rare. Ay, indeed will it, for I will be evis | 
dence againft you. Why ſure, you wou'd not at- 
tempt to hold out any longer. If ſhe forgives you, 
you have the moſt merciful, as well as the maſt vir- 
tuous wife in the world. Come, come, in the firſt 
place, aſk your wife's pardon for having ever ſuſpect- 
ed her. For having counterfeited an aſſignation 
from her, and being the occaſion of the confuſion 
which ſhe is at preſent in. In the ſecond place, 
alk this gentleman's pardon for having ever W 
him. In the next place p 

Sir Siu. Hold, hold, brother, not ſo faſt. by 8 
own myſelf in the wrong; and, Sir, 1 on your 1 
don, I do with all my heart. 

Capt. Sp ARK. That is ſufficient, Sir ; ; tho' I don' t 


| know your offence. 


xs. 
* : f © 
Gi Jy 
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Sir S181. And, my dear, I aſk your pardon; I 
am convinc'd of your virtue, I am indeed. 

Lady Rarr. But what amends can you make me 
for your! wicked jealouſy ? Do you think it is no- 
thing for me, who haveever abhorred the very name, 
even the very thought of wantonneſs, to have had 
my name traduc'd? What devil cou'd tempt you 
to write an aſſignation in my name to this 1 
man? 7 5 

Capt. Sears. Ha! 

Mow. Even fo, faith! Captain, wis was the Lats 
who writ to you, ha, ha! 

Capt. Spank. How, Sir? _ Wo 

Col. Rarr. Nay, Sir, don't put on your angry 
face, good brother ſoldier. I do not perceive your 
expectations have been at all diſappointed; and my 


brother ſeem'd as proper to carry on the amour with 
you, as his wife — for in the method you proceeded, 


you wou'd ſcarce ever have found out the diffe- 
rence. 

Capt. Sy ARK. Sir, 1 don't adn. 

Mon. Nay, nay, no paſſioh bers! is nothing but 
raillery, no harm meant. 

Capt. SeaRK, Is not there ? Oh, tis very well if 
there is not. 

Col. Rare. Why, what a ridiculous figure do you 
make here Ha, ha, ha! you know I am to have 
my fill of laughing. Ha, ha, ha 

Sir Sr. Nay, nay, I have more reaſon to laugh 
than you. For it I am convinc'd of my wite's virtue, 
J think you may be convinc'd 

Col. Rarr. Of what? Come, I'll bring up. my 
Corps de reſerve, and put all your ſuſpicions to flight 
at once. Come forth,” my dear, come forth, and 
with the brightneſs of thy virtue e diſpel thoſe clouds 


that wou'd eclipſe it. 3: of 
Enter Mrs. RAFFLER. 


I deſire you wou'd throw yourſelf at this gentleman's 
feet, 
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feet, and give him a thouſand thanks for the hand he 
has had in your affair. 

Sir Siu. He wou'd have had a hand in my afuir; 
I thank him. Yes, I am : damnably oblig d to him, 
indeed. 

Col. Rare. Yes,. Is, het you are for he knew 
you were liſt'ning, Sir, And all that love which 
you overheard him make to your. wife, Sir, was 
intended to convince you of her virtue, Sir; it was 

a plot laid between my wife and hun. Was it ons 
my dear? 

Mrs. RAFF. Ves, indeed was it. 

Mow. Tho' I am afraid this lady will find ſome 
difficulty to forgive me, I am P to own the 
truth. 

Lady Rapp. I can pardon any thing where the 
intention was good; tho”, I confeſs, 1 do not like 
ſuch jeſts. 

Col. Rare. Come, come, 508 ſhall like em, and 
pardon em too; and you ſhall thank him for them. 
And, then, Sir, you ſhall aſk my pardon. 

Sir S1M, For what? ; 

Col. Rare, Why for being the occaſion of my 
wife's imagining me as jealous pated a fool as your- 
ſelf: for you mutt know, Sir, that ſhe imagin'd 
that I was in the cloſet with the ſame deſign, with 
which you diſguis'd yourſelf in that pretty maſque- a 

rade habit. Perhaps, tho you did not gueſs ſhe- 
knew I was in the cloſet all the time. 5 

Sir Siu. No, upon my word. 

Col. RArr. Oh! you did not But that ſhe did 
happen to know, Sir; and ſo did this gentleman too 
—— Mr Mondiſh, you are a wag to put your friend 
into a ſweat; but it was kindly meant, and I thank 
you for it with all my heart, . 

Sir S1M. And ſo do I too—for having given me 
warning to keep my wife out of your clutches. { Aide. 

Mo. Gentlemen, your humble fervant! If I have 
ſerv'd wy friends, the action carries its reward with 

it. 


9 
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it. [To Mrs. Raffler a/ide.] Excellent creature! I am 
now more in love with 1 wit, than I ever Was with 
Po beauty. 

Sir Siu. And are you really, brother, wiſe enough 
to believe ſuch a notable 2 6 5 as this ? and are you 
thoroughly convinc'd ? | 

Col. RAF. Why are not you convinc'd 2 

Sir Sim. Yes, brother, I ITE.” 

Col. Rare. Oh! it is well. 

Sir Sis. That you are an arrant Engliſh cuckold, 
and our friend an arrant raſcal! _ [A. dae. 


Enter G AYLOVE and CLARINDA. 


Gay, Your ſervant, good people ! 
Farr Rarr. Oh! n where have you been, 


Aua Nay, chat In give you a ewelvemonth to 
gueſs. 

Lady Ray. Indeed, Miſs, it wou'd have become 
you better to have told us before you went. 

Gay. The refolution was too ſudden, Madam, 
we ſcarce knew ourſelves till we put it in execution: 
But your niece, Madam, has been in very good com- 
pany, for we have been at the opera, 

Lady Rarr. You do well, Madam, to make good 
uſe of your time; for pleaſe heaven Tu ſhall go into 
the country next week. 

Cr A. That, Madam, you and 1 both muſt afk 
this gentleman's leave for. 

Gay. Upon my word, Madam, I have the ho. 
nour to be this lady's protector, and ſhall take care 
hence forward ſhe 12 require no leave but her own, 
for any of her actions To- morrow, Madam, ſhe 
has promiſed to make me the n of men, in 
calling her mine for ever. 

Lady Rare. I am glad her indiſcretion 18 come 
to no worſe an end. 

Sir Sim. But methinks, Sir, as my niece is under 
my 4 you ſhou'd have aſk d my —— 

Or 


| * 


—— 


» 
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For now I do not know whether I will give it you or 
or no——l am ſure I do not much ? care to have you 
in the family. Alde. 
Col. Raps. Indeed, Sir, but you ſhall give it 

him, and fo ſhall your lady, and ſo ſnhall my wife, 
and ſo will I. Mr. Gaylove, I think the family i iS 
much honour'd by your alliance. Adod! the girl 
is bur, in her choice. 8 
Gay, I am — oblig'd to your good ion, 
Colonel. 

Mov. Be not diſmay' d—this wilt only put back 
your affair a little, you muſt only ſtand out the firſt 
game of the pool, hes s all. 


Col. Rar. Come, come, 8 and 3 


1 hear the bell ring to ſupper; let us go all down 
ſtairs, and be as merry as —as wit and good humour 
can make us. I can't help ſaying my blood ran a 
little cold at one time, but I now defy appegranees, 


and am cofvinc'd that jealouſy is the ſooliſheſt 


thing in the world; and that it is nat in the . 
of mankind to hurt me with my wife. 

Sir Siu. That captain's likeneſs ſticks ſtill in my 
ſtomach: If I was ſure there was nothing in that, I 
think 1 ſhou'd be a little eaſy; but that is not to be 
hop'd. I am convinc'd now, that I am e 
_ ſhall never find it out. 

| Mon. Sir Simon, here, ſhall be the 8 us 
all. Believe me, Knight, if it be the laſt day of Jo 
jealouſy, it is the firſt of your happinels. | 


You huſbands grow from theſe examples wiſe, 
View your wives conduct ſtill with partial eyes. 
If your opinions err, they better firay _ 

In the good colonel's, than Sir Simon's way. 

At eaſe {till ſleeps the credulous huſband's breaſt,” 
Spite of his wite, within himſelf he's DIE.” - 
The jealous their own miſeries create 
And Toke themlelycs the very thing they hate. 


= 3 * . * 0 U E. 


| Spoken by Mrs. HER R 0 N. 


T HE Play being dots, according to our laws; 

I come to plead with you bur author's cauſe. 
As for our ſmart gallants, I know they'll ſay, 
Damn him! There's one ſad character in's Play. 
What ! on a couch, alone, and in the dark ! 
Ladies there's no ſuch fellow as this SpaRK, 
bat can be mean in ſuch an age as this is, 
IWhen ſcarce a beau but keeps a brace of miſſes ? 
They keep ! why gentlemen, perhaps, *tis true, 
So do our fweet ITALIAN fingers too. 
What can one think of all the beaus in town, 
When with the ladies ſuch gallants go down ? 
2% IraLIAN dames, ſhould this report grow conimoit; 
Will ſurely pity us poor ENGLISH women. 
By the vaſt ſums we pay them for their Hrains, 
They'll think, perhaps, wwe don't abound in brains? 
But ſhould they hear their fingers turn gallants ; 
Beaus, faith! they'll think brains not your only wants. 
Now for the wits— but they ſo nice are grown, 
FRENCH only with their palates will go down. 
FRENCH plays applauſe have, like FRENCH diſhes, got 
Only becauſe you underſtand them not. 
Happy old ENGLAND, in thoſe glorious days, 
When good plain ExncLisa food and ſenſe could pleaſe * 
When men were dreſs'd like men, nor curl'd their hair, 
Inſtead of charming, to outcharm the fair. 
They knew by manly means ſoft bearts to move, 
Nor aſt d an eunuch's voice to melt their nymphs to 


love. 
 Ladi 65, 
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Ladies, lis yours to reinſtate that age, 
Do you aſſiſt the ſatire of the ſtage ! 
Teach foreign mimicks by a generous ſcorn, 
You're not aſbam'd of being Britons born; 
Mate it to your eternal honour known, 
That men muſt bear your frowns, whenever ſhewn | 
T bat they prefer all countries to their own. 
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A DRAMATICK. 
SATIRE on the TIMES: 
: BEING THE 5 


REHEARSAL of Two PLAYS, VIZ. 
A COMED v called, | 


THE Eren 


And a TRAGEDY called; 
The LIFE Een DEATH of 


COMMON-SENSE. 


Firſt acted in April 1736. 
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Dramatis Perſonæ. 


ME N. 


Tz RAPWIT, 3 Mr. RokE RTS. 
Fusr IAN, z Authors. Mr. Lacy. 
SNEERWELL, a Critick, Mr. Macfen.. 


Several PLAVERS and PROMPTER. 


PERSONS an the COMEDY. 


Lorp PLACE, 5 Mrs. CHARKE. 
Colon EL PROMISE, ( sdidates. Mr. FREEMAN. 
Sir HEN RYFOXJCHAcE, Mr. ToPHAu. 
Squire TANK ARP, _-- »C Mr. SMITH. 
Mayor, Mr. Jou Es. 
ATDERMEN, 2 
VorERSs, &c. 

| WOMEN. 
Mrs. MayozEss,  __ Mrs. EcrrTon, 
Miſs Mayor Ess, os Miſs J. Jonzs. 
Miſs STiTcn, Miſs Bux ESS. 


SERVANTS, Mon, &c. 
PERSONS in the TRAGEDY. 


Q. CouMox-SENSE, VMs. EorR rox. 
Q. IN ANcE, Mr. STRENSHAM, 
_ EmenRanD, Prieſt of the Bun, Mr. Ron EG Ts. 
„„ Mr. YATES. 
Puvsick, N Mr. Jones. 
Grosr of Tractpy,, Mr. FuLLEN. 
Ghost of Cou ED, Mr. Jones. 
THriRD GrosrT, Mr. WarLLis. 
HarLEqQuiIN, | Mr. PulLEN. 
OrricER, Mr. PulLEN. 
MxssEN GER, Mr. WAILIS. 
 DruMMER, Mr. Lowper. 


ATTENDANTS On IGNORANCE, 
Maips of Honour, &c. 


SCENE, the Playhouſe, 


401 SCENE . 


ag 0 E N x; the Plaſhrvale,” 


0 e ſeveral rer 15 


| aſt. PL AYE BR, | 

HEN does the rehearſal begin! ? > 
2d PLayE8R, I ſuppoſe we Wall bardly re- 
hearſe the comedy this morning; for the 
author was arreſted as he was going home from 
King's coffeehouſe; and, as I heard, it was for up- 
wards of four pound: i ſuppoſe he will hardly ger 
bail. 
1ſt PLAxER. Where s the tragedy author then? 
1 have a long part in both, and it's paſt ten o'clock. 

Wom. PLAYER. Ay, I have a part in both too; 
I wiſh any one elſe had them, for they are not ſeven 
lengths put together. I think it is very hard a wo- 
man of my ſtanding, ſhould have a ſhort part put 
upon her. I ſuppoſe Mrs. Merit will have all our 
principal parts now, but I am reſolv'd II advertiſe 
againſt ber: I' let the town know how I am injured. 

1ſt PLAYER, Oh! here comes our tragedy * 


Euter FUSTIAN. 


Fus r. Gentlemen, your ſervant ; ladies, yours; 1 
ſhould have been here ſooner, but I have been 
obliged, at their own requeſts, to wait upon ſome 
half-dozen perſons of 57 el * wich tickets: 


upon 
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upon my ſoul I have been chid for putting off my 
Play fo long: I hope you are all quite perfect; for 
the town will poſitively ſtay for it no longer. I 
think I may very well put upon the bills, Ant the 
* defire of ſeuerat ladies of quality, the firſt 
nignt, 


5} Enter P ROM ENTE R. 


PROM. Mr. Fuſtian, we muſt defer the rehearſal 
of your tragedy, for the gentleman who plays the 
firſt ghoſt is not yet up; and when he is, he has 

ot ſuch a churchyard cough, he will not be heard 
to the middle of the pit. 

iſt PLAVER. I wiſh you could cut the ghoſt out, 
Sir; for I am tertibly afraid he'll be damn'd if you 


don? t. 
FvosT. Cut wie out, Sir 7 75 He is one of the moſt 


conſiderable perſons in the play. c 

Pour. Then, Sir, you muſt give the part to 
ſome body elfe; for the preſent is ſo my he can 
hardly walk the ſtage. E 
Fust. Then he ſhall be carried ; "Ih no man in 
England can act a ghoſt like him: Sir, he was born 
a ghoſt: he was made for the py and the part writ 
for him. 

Prowe. Well, Sir, then we hope you will give 
us leave to rehearſe the comedy firſt. 

FousrT. Ay, ay, you may rehearſe it firſt, if you 
pleaſe, and act it firſt too: If it keeps mine back 
above three nights, I am miſtaken. 1 don't know 
what friends the author may have——but if ever 
ſuch ſtuff, ſuch damn'd, incoherent, ſenſeleſs ſtuff, 
was ever brought on any ſtage if the audience 
ſuffer 1 it to 1 thro' three acts Oh he“ 8 9800 


Enter TRAPWII. 


Dear Mr. Trapwit! your moſt humble Nat. 


Sir; I read your comedy over laſt night, and a moſt 
excellent 
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excellent one it is; if it runs as 1 as it deſerves, 
ou will engroſs the whole ſeaſon to yourſelf. 
Trap. Sir, I am glad it met with your approba- 
tion, as there is no man whoſe taſte and judgment I 
have a better opinion of. But, pray, Sir, why don't 
they proceed to the rehearſal of your tragedy? 1 
aſſure you, Sir, I had much difficulty to get hither 
ſo early. | 


2d PLAYE x. Yes, faith, I believe you had: 
Afide. 


Fusr. Sir, your comedy is to be rehears'd firſt. 

TR AP. Excuſe me, Sir, I know the deference due 
to tragedy better. 

Fust. Sir, I would not have you think I give up 
the cauſe of tragedy ; but my ghoſt being Ill Sir, 
cannot get up without danger, and I would not 
riſque the life of my ghoſt on any account. 

TRay, You are in the right on't, Sir; for a 


ghoſt is the ſoul of tragedy. 
Fusr. Ay, Sir, I think it is not amiſs to onal 


people of thoſe things which they are, now-a-days, 
too apt to diſbelieve ; beſides, we have lately had 
an act againſt witches, and I don't queſtion but 
ſhortly we ſhall have one againſt ghoſts. But come, 
Mr. Trapwit, as we are for this once to give the 
precedence to comedy, e' en let us begin. 

Trap. Ay, ay, with all my heart. Come, come, 
where's the gentleman who ſpeaks the prologue? 
This prologue, Mr. Fuſtian, was given me by a 
friend, who does not care to own it till he tries whe- 


ther it ſucceeds or no, 


Enter PLAYE R f the Pale 


Come, Sir, make a very low bow to the audience; 
and ſhew as much concern as . n your 
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S crafty lawyers, io acquire applauſe, 

Try various arts to get & doubiful aye; ; 

Or, as a dancing-maſter in a jig, 

With Various fteps inſtrulis the dancing pris j 

Or as à doctor writes you different bills; 

Or as a quack preſcribes you different pills : 

Or as a fladter plays more tunes than one; 1 ö 


Or as a baker bakes more bread than brown ; 

Or as a tumbler tumbles up and down, 

Co does our Auibor, rumaging his Brain, 

By various methods try to entertain; | 
Brings a firange groupe of charafters before you, 
And ſhews you here at once both Whig and T 91 "Fo 
Or court and country party you may call em 

But without fear and favour be will wy om. 
To you, then, mighty ſages of the pit—— _ 


Fray. Oh! Dear Sir, ſeem a lindke more affected, 
beſeech you; advance to the front of the age, 
make a low bow, lay your hand upon your heart, 
feteh a deep ſigh, and pull out your handkerchief; 
To you, then, mig ſages of the _—_ — 


PRoL. To you, then, mighty ſages i the pr, 
Our author humbly does his cauſe ſubmit. 
He tries to pleaſe OÞ tate it not amiſs; 
Aud tho it ſhould be dull, Oh! do not hiſs ; 


Laugh—if you can—if you cannot laugh —weep ; 
When Ju can wake no longer — Ya afteep. 


Trap. ey well! very well, sir! You: have al- 


fected me, I am ſure. 
Fust. And lo 2s will! the audience, II anſyer for 
| em. Zi 2 | 


Tx APs 


Tar. Oh, Sir, you're too good - natur d 
but, Sir, Ido affure yow I had writ a much better 
pi of my own ; but as this came gratis, have 

y'd it for my next play; a prologue faved is a 
—— got, brother Fuftian. But come, where 
are your actors? Is Mr. Mayor and the Aldermen 

at the table? 

Promy. Yes, Sir, but they want wine, and we 


can get none from the quaker's cellar without ready 


money. 
TR. Rat hioeh can't he truſt till the third 


night! Here, take ſixpence, and feteh two 
pots of porter, put it into e and it will do for 
wine well enough. 

FusT. Ay, faith, and the wine will be as ben 
as the wit, Fl] anſwer for it. By [ Afede. 
Trap. Mr. Fuſtian, youll obſerve I do not be- 

gin this play like moft of our modern comedies, 

with three or four gentlemen who are brought on 
only to talk wit; for to tell you the truth, Sir, I 
have very little, if any, wit in this play: Ne, Sir, 
this is a play conſiſting of humour, nature, and ſim- 
plicity: It is written, Sir, in the exact and true 
ſpirit of Moliere; and this I will fay for it, that ex- 
cept about a dozen, or a ſcore, or ſo, there is nor 
one impure joke in irt. But come, clear the ſtage, 
and draw the back ſcene ; "__ Fuſtian, if you pleaſe 
to fir down by me. 


MAYOR aud ALDERMEN iifhrorrtl, 
Fusr. Pray, Sir, who are-theſe characters? 


Tray. Sir, they are Mr. Mayor of the town and 


his brethren, conſulting about the election. 

Fus r. Are they all of a fide, Sir? 

Trae, Yes, Sir, as yet; for you muſt knew: Sir, 
that all the men in this borough are very ſenſible 
people, and have no party principles, for which they 
cannot give a good reaſon; Mr. Mayor, 18 begin 
the play. 
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Mayor, Gentlemen, I have ſummoned you to- 
gether to conſider of proper repreſentatives for this 
borough : You know the candidates on the court 
ſide are my lord Place, and colonel Promiſe ; the 
country candidates are Sir Henry Fox-Chace, and 
Squire Tankard; all worthy gentlemen, and I wiſh 
with all my heart we could chooſe them all four. 

iſt ALD, But fince we cannot, Mr. Mayor, I 
think we ſhould ſtand by our neighbours ; gentle- 
men whoſe honeſty we are witneſſes of, and whoſe 
eſtates in our qwn neighbourhood render em not 
liable to be bribed. 

Pvusr. This gentleman, Mr. Tmpwit, does not 
ſeem ſo unbiaſs'd in his principles, as you repreſent- 
ed him. 

TRAP. Pugh, Sir, you muſt have one fool in a 
play ; beſide J only writ him to ſet off the reſt, 

Mavos.. Mr. Alderman, you have a narrow ay 
of thinking; honeſty is not confined to a county; 
man that lives a hundred miles off may be as — 
as him that lives but three. 

ALL. Ay, ay, ay, ay. [Shaking their beads. 

MAvOR. Beſides, gentlemen, are we not more 
obliged to a foreigner for the favours he does us, 
than to one of our own neighbours who has obliga- 
tions to us ? I believe, gentlemen, there is not one 
of us who does not eat and drink with Sir Harry at 
leaſt twenty times in a twelvemonth; now, for my 

art, I never ſaw or heard of either my lord or the 
colonel *till within this fortnight; and yet they are 
as obliging, and civil, and familiar, as if we had 
been born and bred together. 

iſt Arp. Nay, they are very ciyil, well-bred 
men, that is the truth on't; but won't they bring a 
ſtanding army upon us? 
ayor., Mr. Alderman, you are . deceived; the 

country party would bring a ſtanding army upon 
bs; whereas, if we choole my lord and the colonel, 


A 


* * 


we ſhan't have a ſoldier in town. But, 9 | 


are my lord and the colonel. 


Enter Lord PL Ac E, and Colonel PROMISE. 
Lord PLACE. Gentlemen, your moſt humble ſer- 


vant; 1 have brought the colonel to take A morn- 


ing's whet with you. | 
 Mavos. Your lordſhip and this coloiie & us 


great honour; pray, my Lord, be pleas'd to fit 


down; pray, Colonel, be pleas'd to ſit. More wit 
here. 

FousT. I wiſh, Mr. Trapwit, your ators dot 
get drunk in the firſt act. 

TAP. Dear Sir, don't interrupt the rehearfabu' 


Lord PLac. Eo mans: e to the cor- 


poration. 
FusT. Sir, I am a well-wiſher to the p 
and if you pleaſe will pledge his lordſhip : Succeſs 


to your comedy, Mr. Trapwit. [Drinks. 


Trap. Give me a glaſs Sir, here's to your 
tragedy Now pray no more interruption ; for 
this ſcene is one continual Joke, and if you open your 
lips in it, you will break the thread of the jeſt. 

Mayor. My Lord, we are ſenſible of your great 


power to ſerve this corporation; and we do not doubt 


but we ſhall feel the effect on't. 

Lord PAE. Gentlemen, you may depend on me; 
I ſhall do all in my power. I ſhall do you ſome 
ſervices which are not proper at preſent to men- 
tion to you; in the mean time, Mr. Mayor, give 
me leave to ſqueeze you by the hand, in aſſurance 
of my ſincerity. 

TR AP. You, Mr. that act my lord, bribe a little 
more openly if you pleaſe, or the audience will loſe 


that joke, and | is one of the ſtrongeſt i in my whole 


lay. 


Lord PLACE. Sir, I cannot poſibly of it better 


at the table, 


Tar. 
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Trap. Then get all up, and come forward to 
the front of the tage. Now, you gentlemen that 
act the mayor and aldermen, range yourſelves in a 
line ; and you, my Eord; and the Colonel, come to 
one end and. bribe away with right and left, 

Fus. Is this wit, Mr. Trapwit ? 

Tray. Yes, Sir, it is wit; and ſuch wit as 5 wil 
run all over the kingdom. 

Fus. But, methinks, 1 Fee as you 
call him, is but ill- named; for he is a man of very 
few words. 

| Tray. You'll be of another opinion before the 
Play is over; at preſent his — are too full of 
_ bulmeſs; and you may remember, Sir, I before told 
you, this is none of your plays, wherein much is 
faid, and nothing done. Gentlemen, are you all 
bribed ? 

Oux. Yes, Sir. ft | 

Fray. Then my Lord and the Colonel, you muſt 
go off, and make room for the other candidates to 
come on and bribe too. 

[ Exeunt Lord Place i Colonel Promiſe. 

FosT. Is there nothing but bribery in this play of 
yours, Mr. Trapwit? | 

Trap. Sir, this play is an exact repreſentation of 
nature; I hope the audience will date the time of 
action before the bill of bribery and corruption took 
place; and then I believe it may go down; but now, 
Mr. Fuſtian, I ſhalb ſhew you the att of a writer, 
whichis, to diverſify this matter, and dothe ſame thing 


ſeveral ways. You muſt know, Sir, I diſtinguifn 


bribery into two kinds; the direct, and the indirect: 
the firſt you have ſeen already ; and now, Sir, I ſhall 
give you. a ſmall ſpecimen of the other. Prompter, 
call Sir Harry and the Squire. Bar, gentlemen, 
what are you doing ? How r. ſhall I tell you that 
the moment the candidates are gone out, you are to 
retire to the table, and drink and look wiſe; you, 
Mr. * or, ought to look very wile. 

FusT. 
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Fusr. You'll take care he ſhall tal fookiſh 


enough; I warragt you. | 

Mayor. Come, here's a round to my lord and 
the colonePs health; a place and a promiſe, I fay ; 
they make talk of the pride of courtiers, hut I am 
fure I never had a civiler ſqueeze * the hand e 


life. 
Pretty 


Taar. Ay, you have queer d that out 
welt ; but ſhew — Ln at thoſe words, ry w you 
pleaſe. | | 

Ma vo. I have none. | 

TRA. Pray, Mr. Prompter, ies care to ges 
ſome counters againſt it is acted. 

Fus r. Ha, ha, ha! upon my word the courtiers 
have topt their part; the actor has outdone the 
author; this bribing with an empty hand i Is quite in 
the character of a courtier. | 

Trap. Come, enter Sir Harry, and the Squire. 
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Where are they? g F 

_ iſt PLayss. Sir, Mr. Soundwell has been regu- 4 
larly ſummoned, but he has refuſed to act the part. * 
Trap. Has he been writ to? 0 

iſt PLAYER. Yes, Sir, and here's his anfwer. 1 1 
TRAP. Let both the letters be produced before 7 
the audience. Pray, Mr. Prompter, who ſhall we * 
| have to act the part? 1 
it Pravzn. Sir, I likd the part fo well, that l x 
1 


have ſtudied it in hope of ſome time playing it. 

Tap. You are an exceeding pretty young fellow, 
and I am very glad of the exchange. 

Sir Har. Halloo, hark, forwards; hark, honeſt 
Ned, good-morrow to you; "how doſt, maſter Mayor ? 
What, you are driving it about merrily, this morn- 
ing? Come, come, fit. down; the Squire and I will 
take a pot with you. Come, Mr. Mayor, "ROPE li- 

berty and property, and no exciſe. 

Mayor, Sir Harry, r health. & b 

Sir Har, What, wort Tana pledge me? Wor'r 
you drink, no excite ? 
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Mavor. I don't love party healths, Sir Harry. 
All Arp. No, no, nd panty hoalths, | no patty 


healths. 


Sir HAR. Gay ye bs e J begin to ſmoke 


you; your pulſes have been felt I perceive: And will 


you be bribed to ſell your country? Where do you 
think theſe courtiers get the money they bribe you 
with, but from you yourſelves : Do you think a man, 
who will give a bribe, won't take one? If you would 
be ſerved Faithfully, you muſt chooſe faithfully ; and 
give your vote on no conſideration but merit; for 
my part, I would as ſoon ſuborn an evidence at an 
aſſize, as a vote at an election. . 

Mayor. I do believe you, Sir Harry. 

Sir Har. Mr. Mayor, I hope you receiv'd thoſe 
three bucks I ſent you, and that they were good. 

Mayor. Sir Harry, I thank you for them; but 
*ris fo long ſince I eat t them, that I have forgot the 
taſte. 

Sir Har. We'll try to revive - it, PII order you 
three more to-morrow morning. | 

Mayor. You will ſurfeit us with veniſon. You 
will indeed; for it is a oy; oats: Sir Harry, a vey 
dry meat. 

Sir Har. We'll Gout a way to moiſten ” Tull 
warrant you, if there be any wine in town: Mr. 


Alderman Stitch, your bill is too reaſonable, |you 


certainly muſt Joſe by it: ſend me in half a dozen 


more great- coats, pray; my ſervants are the dirtieſt 


dogs ! Mr. Damaſk, I believe you are afraid to truſt 
me, by thoſe few yards of ſilk you ſent my wife 
Me likes the pattern ſo extremely, ſhe 1s reſolved to 
hang her rooms with 1t pray Jet me have a hun- 
dred yards of it; I ſhall want more of you. Mr. 


Timber — and you Mr. Lron, Log get into your 
books too 


FusT. Would not Than genung into books have 


been more in the charncker of __ courier, Mr. 


ee 2 


TA 


* 


Iron, I ſhall get into your books too; tho? if 1 Rae 


the joke came 
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& % 


Txap. Go on, go on, Sir. 
Sir Har. That gentleman interrupts one o 
Oh, now I remember Mr. Timber, and you Mr. 


I aſſure you I won't continue in them long. 

Trap. Now, Sir, would it have been more in 
the character of a courtier? But you are like all our 
modern criticks, who damn a man before they have 
heard a man out; when if 3 would but "oy till 


Fus r. They would tay to bear your laſt words, 


I believe. [Aude 


Sir Has. For you waſh m gentlemen, that 
I intend to pull down "NE old houſe, and. build a 


new ONE. 


Trap. Pray, gentlemen; obſerve all to ſtart at 


the word Oye. Sir e that laſt - rn again, 


Pray. 


Sir Hae For you, Mu. Mayor, i muſt 


have all my bricks of you. 


Mayor. And do you intend to rebuild. your 


houſe, Sir Harry ? 


Sir Has. Poſitively.” 3 

MavOoR. Gentlemen, ich Sir Harry s toaſt 
ſtands till ; will no yy drink liberty and-property, 
and no exciſe ? [They all drink and huzza. 

Sir Har. Give me- thy hand, Mayor, I hate 


bribery and corruption: if this corporation will not 


ſuffer itſelf to be bribed, there ſhall not be a 1 
man in it. 


Mayor. And he that will, deſerves to be poor; 
for my part, the world ſhould not cr: me to vote 


againſt my conſcience. 


"Trap. Do you take that joke, Sir! 2 


FusT. No faith, Sir. | 
Trae. Why, how can a man vote again his 


conſcience, who has no conſcience at all! 5 2 
iſt Al Db. Come, gentlemen, here's a fox-chace, 


and a tankard | 
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110 PASQUIN, 
Ouwnts. A fox-chace, and a tankard! Huzra 
Sir Haz. Come, let's have one turn in the mar- 


ket-place, and then we'll co dinner. 


Ma vo. Let's fill the air with our repeated cries, 

Of liberty and property, and no exciſe. 
[ Exeunt Mayor and Aldermen. 

Txar. How do you like that coupler, Sir? 

 Fusr. Oh! very fine, Sir? 

TRAP. This is we end of the firſt act, Sig, 

Fust. I cannot but obſerve, Mr. Trapwit, how 
nicely you have oppoſed Squire Tankard © to Colonel 
Promiſe; neither of whom have An utter'd one * | 


hable, HTS; 


TRAae. Why, you would not haye every man a 


ſpeaker, would you? One of a ſide is ſufficient; 


and Jer me tell you, Sir, one is full enough to utter 


all char the party has to ſay for itſelf. 


Fusr, Methinks, Sir, you ſhould let the 3 


know they can ſpeak, if it were but an ay, or a no. 
TR AP. Sir, the audience muſt know that already; 


For if they eould not ſay ay and no, they would not 
be qualified for candidates. 


Fusr. Oh! your humble end I am anſwer'd : 


bot pray, Sir, what is the action of this play? 


Trap. The action, Sir? 

Fos. Yes, Sir, the fable, the deſig as. 

Trae, Oh! you aſk who is to be — ! Why, 
Sir, I have a marriage; I hope you think I under- 


ſtand the laws of comedy, better than to write with- 


out marrying ſomebody. 
Fust. But is that the main deſign to which every | 


: thing conduces 7 ? 


Tray. Yes, Sir. 

Fusr. Faith, Sir, I can't for the ſoul of me "2 
how what has hitherto paſt can CONnguce at all to that 
end. 

TRAP. You can't; indecd, I believe you can' t; 
for chat is the whale plot of my play: and do you 
think I am like your ſhallow writers of comedy, 

who 


. 


 __PASQUIN. 17. 
who publiſh the banns of marriage between all the 
couples in their play, in the firſt act? No, Sir, I 
defy you to gueſs my couple till che thing is dane, 
| flap all at once; and that too by an incident ariſing 
from the main buſineſs of the play, _ * en 
every chiog canduces. 

_ Fvsr. That wild, idee curpriſt me. 
Ta. Sir, you are not the firſt man any: 8 
have ſurpriſed But what's became of all our 
5 ? "Here who Ne the ſecond act ? RG 
$2655.57 301M E< B A 


Auer iſt PLAYER. 


. aſt Pl av ER. Sir, the prompter and moſt & the 
players, are drinking tea in the Green-coom, __ 
Tray. Mr. Fuſtian, ſhall we drink a diſh of tea 

with them? Come, Sir, as you have a part in my 
play, vou ſhall drink a diſh wich us. 

Iſt PLA vB. Sir, I dare not go into the Green- 
room; my ſalary is not high enough: I ſhall be. for- 


feited if Igo in there. 
TRAP. Pſhaw, come along; your ſiſter has merit 


enough for herſelf, and you too; if they forfeit you, 
Ol Warrant ſhe take 3 it off * 


A 4. . SC E N E. * 


Euter TRAPWIT, FUSTIAN; PROMPTER; 
Lord TITLE Mrs, MAYORESS and MISS. 


TRAPWIT. 


- AM afraid, Mr. Fuſtian, yau have hitherto ſu- 
ſpected that I was a dabbler in low comedy: 
Now, Sir, you ſhall ſee ſome ſcenes of politeneſs 


and fine cabveitation amongſt the ladies. Came, 
my ak” come, begin. L 4 
or 


wit. 


to know ſomething of the town; for you muſt know, 


lity. 


troverted election, then I mall go to that dear de- 


child; and the fine pictures of Merlin's cave at tlie 
playhouſes; and the ropedancing, and the tumb- 


ling. 


vp under a woman of quality too. 


112 b AS @v 1 N. 

Lord Pract. Pray, Mrs. pager what do you 
think this lace coſt a yard? 

Fust. A very pretty beginning of a polite convers 
fation truly. 

Trae. Sir, in this play 1 keep ay up to na- 
ture: nor is there any thing ſaid in this ſcene, that 
L have not heard come out of the mouths of the fineſt 

e of the age. Sir, this ſcene has coſt me ten 
thillings in chair-hire, to keep che beſt np 
as it is call'd. 8 

Mrs. May. Indeed, my Lord, I cannot guels'" it 
at leſs than ten pounds a yard. 

Lord PLace. Pray, Madam, was you at the laſt 
ridottoꝰꝛ 

Fus r. Ridotto! the devil! a country mayoreſs at 
a ridotto ! Sure, that is out of character, Mr. Trap. 


Ta Ap. Sir, a rene of this nature cannot 
be carried on without theſe helps; beſides, Sir, this 
country mayoreſs, as you call her, may be allow'd 


Sir, that ſhe has been woman to a woman of qua- 


Fus r. I am glad to . that. 

Mrs. May. Oh, my Lord! mention not thoſe 
dear ridottoes to me, who have been confined theſe 
twelve long months in the country; where we have 
no entertainment, but a ſet of hideous, {trolling play- 
ers; nor have I ſeen any one human creature, till 
your lordſhip came to. town ; heaven ſend us a con- 


lightful place once more. 


"Miss. Yes, Mama, and then we ſhall ſee Fari- 
belly, the ſtrange man-woman that they ſay is with 


F . By Miſs's taſte I believe ſhe bas been bred 
Lord 
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Lord Pracs. I cannot but with pleaſure obſerve, 
Madam, the polite taſte Miſs ſhews in her choice 
of entertainments; I dare ſwear ſhe will be much 
admired in the Beau Monde, and I don't queſtion 
but will be ſoon taken into keeping by ſome man of 
quality. | | | | | 
Miss. Keeping, my Lord! 
Lord PLace. Ay, that ſurprize looks well enough 
in one ſo young, that does not know the world; but, 
Miſs, every one now keeps, and is kept: there are 


no ſuch things as marriages .now-a-days, unleſs. 


merely Smithfield contracts, and that for the ſup- 
port of families; but then the huſband and wife 
both take into keeping within a fortnight. | 

Mrs. May. My Lord, I would have my girl act 
like other young ladies; but ſhe does not know any 
men of quality, who ſhall introduce her ro *em ? 
Lord PrLace. That, Madam, muſt be your part 

ou mult take a houſe, and ſee company; in a little 
while you may keep an aſſembly, and play at cards 
as high as you can; and almoſt all the money that 
is won, muſt be put into the box, which you muſt 
call, paying for the cards; tho' it is indeed paying 
for your candles, your cloaths, your lodging, and 
in ſhort every thing you have: I know tome per- 
ions who make a very conſiderable figure in town, 
whoſe whole eſtate lies in their card-box. 

Mrs. May. And have I been fo long contented 
to be the wife of a poor country tradeſman, when I 
might have had all this happineſs ? 

Fusr. How comes this lady, Mr. Trapwit, con- 
ſidering her education, to be fo ignorant of all theſe 
things ? 

TRA. Gad that's true; I had forgot her educa- 
tion, faith, when I writ that ſpeech; it's a fault I 
ſometimes fall into — a man ought to have the 
memory of a devil to remember every little thing; 
but come, go on, go on- I'll alter it by and by. 

Lord PLace. Indeed, Madam, it is a miſerable 

Vol. III. 1 | ſtare 
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ſtate of life; I van we ſhall . no ſuch people 
as tradeſmen ſhortly; I can't ſee any vſe they are of; 


if I am choſe, Pl bring in a bill to Apes all 


trade out of the nation. 
Mrs. May. Yes, my Lord, that would do very 


well amongſt people of Pony who don't want 


money. 

 Fusr. Again! Sure Mrs. Mayoreſs ono very 
little of people of ae conſidering ſhe has lived 
amongſt them. 

TR AP. Lord, Sir, you are ſo Cn 
then ſhe has not lived amongſt people of quality, 
ſhe has lived where I pleaſe; but ſuppoſe we ſhould 
ſuppoſe ſhe had been woman to a lady of quality, 
may we not alſo ſuppoſe ſhe was turn'd away in a 
fortnight, and then what could ſhe know, Sir !—Go 
on, go on. 

Lord PLAcE. A- lack-a - day, Madam, when I men- 
tion trade, I only mean low, dull, mechanick trade; 
ſuch as the Canaille practiſe ; there are ſeveral trades 
reputable enough, which people of faſhion may 
practiſe ; ſuch are gaming, intriguing, voting, and 
running in debt. 

IRAP. Come, enter a ſervant, and whiſper my 
Lord. | Enter à ſervaut.] Pray, Sir, mind your 
cue of entrance. l Exit ſervant. 

Lord PLace. Ladies, a W affair obliges 
me to loſe ſo good company I am your molt 
obedient ſervant. LS | 

Mrs. May. He is a prodigious fine gentleman. 

Mrss. But muſt I go into keeping, Mama? 

Mrs. May. Child, you muſt do what's in faſhion. 

Iss. But I have heard that's a naughty thing. 

Mrs. May. That can't be, if your betters 54 it; 
people are puniſh'd for doing naughty things; but 


People of quality are never puniſh'd; therefore they 


never do any naughty things. 
FusT. An admirable Hllogiſmm, and quize in cha- 
eter, 
3 | Tx. AP, 


PAS ͤ 
TR AP. Pſhaw, dear Sir, don't trouble me with 
character; *tis a good thing; and if *tis a good 
thing, what ſignifies who ſays it? Come, enter 


the Mayor drunk. 
Enter MAYOR. 


| Mayor. Liberty and property, and no exciſe, 
Wife: 

Mrs. May. Ah! filthy beaſt; come not near me. 
| Mayor, But I will tho'; I am for liberty and 
property; I'll vote for no courtiers, Wife. 

Mrs. May. Indeed but you ſhall, Sir. 

Miss. 1 hope you won't vote for a naſty ſtinking 
tory, Papa, 
| Mayor. What a pox! are you for the courtiers 
too? 

Miss. Yes, I hope I am a friend to my country; 
I am not for bringing in the pope. 

Mayor. No, nor | an't for a ſtanding army. 

Mrs. May. But I am for a ſtanding army, Sir; 
a ſtanding army is a good thing: you pretend to be 
afraid of your liberties and your properties You 
are afraid of your wives and daughters: I love to ſee 
ſoldiers in the town; and you may ſay what you 
will, I know the town loſes nothing by *em. 

Mayor. The women don't, I believe. 

Mrs. May. And l'll have you know, the wo- 
mens* wants ſhall: be conſider'd, as well as yours. 
I think my lord and the colonel do you too much 
honour, in offering to repreſent ſuch a ſet of clown- 
iſh, dirty, beggarly animals Ah! I wiſh we 
women were to chooſe. 

Mayor. Ay, we ſhould have a fine ſet of mem- 
bers then, indeed. 


Mrs. Mary. Yes, Sir, you would have none but 


pretty gentlemen there ſhould not be one man in 
the houſe of commons without a lac'd coat. 
Miss. O la! what a delicate, fine, charming 
fight e Would be! Well, L like a lacd coat; _ 
n : 
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if ever J am taken into keeping, 1 it ſhall be by a man 
in a lac'd coat. 

Mayor. What's that you ſay, Minx? what's 
that you ſay ? 

Mrs. May. What's that to you, Sir! 

Mayor. Why, Madam, ES not * to my 

own daughter ? 
Mrs. May, You have the greater obligation to 
me, Sir, if ſhe is; I am ſure, if I had thought you 
would have endeavour'd to ruin your family, L would 
have ſeen you hang'd before you ſhould have had 
any by me. 
Mayor. I ruin family! 

Mrs. May. Yes, I have been making your for- 
tune for you with my lord; I have got a place for 
you, but you won't accept on't. 

Miss. You ſhall accept on' t. 

Mrs. May. You ſhall vote for my lord and the 
colonel. 

Miss. They are the fineſt wen 
Mrs. May. The prettieſt men 
Miss. The ſweeteſt men 

Mrs. May. And you ſhall vote for them. 
May OR. I won't be brib'd 

Mrs. May. A place is no bribe 
ſon of the pariſh, if a place is a bribe ? 

_ Mayor. What is the place? 

Mrs. May. I don't. know what the place i is; nor 
my lord does not know what it is, but it is a great 
ſwinging place. 

Ma voz. I will have the place firſt, I won't t take a 
bribe, I will have the place firſt; liberty and pro- 
perty i'll have the place firſt. [ Exit. 

Mrs. May. Come, my dear, follow me; I'll ſee 
whether he ſhall vote according to his conſcience, or 
mine. 

I' teach mankind, while policy they boaſt, 

They bear the name of power, we rule the roaſt. 

Trap. There ends act the ſecond, [Exeunt May- 
oreſs and Muils.] Mr. F n, I inculcate a particu- 


aſk the par- 


lar 
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jar moral at the end of every act; and therefore might 
have put a particular motto before every one, as the 
author of Cæſar in Egypt has done; thus, Sir, m 
Srſt act ſweetly ſings, bribe all, bribe all; and the 
ſecond gives you to underſtand that we are all un- 
der petticoat government; and my third will 
but you ſhall ſee Enter my Lord Place, Colonel 
Promiſe, and ſeveral Voters. My Er you begin 
the third ace. 


an Lord PLAC E, Colonel PROMISE, and 
ſeveral Voters. - 


Lord PLAck. Gentlemen, be aſſured, I will take 
care of you all; you ſhall all be pigeided for as faſt 
as poſllible ; the cuſtoms and the excite afford a great 

number of places. 

iſt Vor. Could not your Lordſhip provide for me 
at 

Lord PLACcx. Nothing eaſier, what ſort of a place 
would you like ? | 

1ſt Vor. Is not there a ſort of employment, Sir, 
call'd — beef- eating? If your Lordſhip pleaſe to 
make me a beef - eater, I would have a place 
fitted for my capacity. 

Lord PLace. Sir, I will be ſure to remember you. 

2d Vor. My Lord, I ſhould like a place at court 
too; I don't much care what it is, provided ] wear 
fine cloaths, and have ſomething to do in the kitchen, 
or the cellar; I own I ſhould like the cellar, for I am 
2 deviliſh lover of ſack. 

Lord PLacz. Sack, ſay you? Odlo, you mall be 
poet- laureat. | 

2d Vor. Poet! no, my Lord, T am no poet, I 
can't make verſes. _ 

Lord PLACE. No matter for that, 
able to make odes. 
2d Vor. Odes, my Lord! what are thoſe? 351 

Lord Pr AcE. Faith, Sir, I can't tell well what 
I 3 they 


you'll be 
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they are; but L know you N be qualified for, the 
Place without: being a poet. 1 

Trap. Now, my Lord, lon file off, 1 talk 
apart with your peaplez and Int; the colpbel ad- 
Vance. 


n, 1 think ir is high time for the 


| doloxd to be heard. 


Cor. Depend upon it, Sirs Tu; ſerve you. 01 
Fusr. Upon my word the colonel begins very 


well; but has not that been ſaid already? 


Tg Ap. Ay, and if I was to bring a hundred cour- 
tiers into my play, they ſhould all lay 1 it none 


of them do it. 


- 2d Vor. Ant pleaſe your honour, I have read in 


a book call'd Fog's Journal, that your honour's men 


are to be made of wax; now, Sir, I have ſerv'd my 
time to a waxwork- maker, and deſur to make your 


honour's regiment. 


Cor. Sir, you may depend on me. 

zd Vor. Are your officers to be made of wax © too, 
Sir ? becauſe I would prepare a finer fort for them. 

Col. No, none but the chaplain... 

3d Vor. O] I have a moſt delicate prove: of black 
wax for him. 
TAP. You fee, Sir, the coe can "net when 
military affairs are on the carpet; hitherto, Mr. 
Fuſtian, the play has gone on in great tranquillity; 
now you ſhall fee a ſcene of a more turbulent na- 
ture. Come, enter the Mob of both ſides, and cud- 
gel one another off the ſtage. Colonel, as your bu- 
ſineſs is not to fight at preſent, I beg you would go 
off before the battle comes on; you, and your bro- 
ther candidate, come into the middle of the ſtage ; 
you Voters range yourſelves under your ſeveral lead- 
ers. [The Mob attempt to break in.] Pray, Gentle- 
men, keep back; mind the: colonel's going off is 
the cue for the battle to enter. Now, my Lord and 
the Colonel, you are at the head of your parties 
"Y hold, hold, hold, Fo Feet: Waters g9-you be- 

bin "7 
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bind my lord, if you pleaſe; and you, Soldier-maker, 
come you behind the colonel: now, eee 
Pear | 9 5 MN 

"IN Pa. Gentlemen, w en Krve you. 183 
[24 Lord and the Colonel. * off at 4 Harun 4 the 


ne ae 15 


Enter Mob-on each fide. of tbe * crying out Lenin; 

cuouſly, Down with. the Rump, no Courtiers ! no 
Facobites ! down with the Hope] no Exciſe! a 
Place and a Promte! a Fox- Chace and a Tan- 
kard] At laſt tbey fall together ly le. ears, eng 
 Cudgel one another of the ſtage. 10 


Enter Sir HARRY, SQUIRE, and MAYOR. 


Sir Has. Bravely done, my boys, Ry done; | 
faith our party has got the dax. 

MaroR.- Ay, Sir Harry, at dry blows we al- 
ways come off well; if we could but diſband* the 
army, I warrant we carried all our Points. But faith, 
Sir, I have tought a hard battle on your account; 
the other ſide have ſecured my wife; my lord has 
promiſed her a place, but I am not to be gull'd in 
that manner; I may be taken like the fiſh in the 
water, by a bait, but not like the dog in _ water, 
by a ſhadow. 

Sir Har. I know you m an | honeſt man, and 
love your country. 
Mayor. Faith that 1 has Sir Harry, as well as 
any man; if my country will but let me live by i ir, 

that's all I deſire. 
Fus. Mr. Mayor ſeems to have got himſelf ſo- 
ber very ſuddenly. 

Trap. Yes, fo would you nh; 1 believe, if you 
had been ſcolded at by your wife as long as he has; 
but if you think that is not reaſon enough, he may 
be drunk ſtill, for any reaſon I fee to the contrary ; 
pray, Sir, act this ſcene as if you was drunk. 

I 4 F usr. 
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Fusr. Nay, I muſt confeſs, I think it quite out 
of character for the Mayor to be once ſober . be 
the whole election. 

SqQUJRE {drunk.] A man that won't get drunk 
for his country is a raſcal, 

Maror. So he is, noble Squire; there's no bb: 
neſty | in a man that won't be drunk——a man that 
won't drink is an enemy to the trade of the nation. 

Sir Har. Thoſe were glorious days when honeſt 
Engliſh hoſpitality flouriſn'd; when a country gentle- 
man could afford to make his neighbours drunk, be- 
fore your damn'd French faſhions were brought 
over; why, Mr. Mayor, would you think it? there 
are many of theſe courtiers who have fix ſtarved 
footmen behind a coach, and not half a hogſhead of 
wine in their houſe why, om ye : OT all the 
money is ſpent? _ | 

Mavos. Faith I can't tell 

Sir Har. Why, in houſes, pictures, "on" em- 
broidery, nicknacks, Italian ſingers, and French 
tumblers.; and thoſe who vote for them will never 
get a dinner of them after the election is over. 

Mayor. But there is a thought comes often into 
my head, which is this; if theſe courtiers de turn'd 
out, who ſhall ſucceed them? 

Sir Har. Who? why we | 

SQUIRE. Ay, we 

Sir Har. And then we may provide for our 
friends; I love my country, but I don't know why 
I may not get ſomething by it ag well as another; at 
leaſt ro reimburſe me.—And 1 do aſſure you, tho? 
J have not bribed a ſingle vote, my election will 
ſtand me in a good five thouſand pounds: 

SqQuiRE. Ay, and ſo will mine me, —but if ever 
we ſhould ger uppermoſt, Sir Harry, I infiſt upon 
immediately paying off the debts of the nation. 

Sir Has. Mr. Tankard, that ſhall be done _ 
all convenient ſpeed. 

SQUIRE. T1] have no delay in it, Sir. : 

| MayoR, 
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MavOR. There ſpoke the ſpirit of a true Engliſh- 
man: ah! I love to hear the Squire ſpeak, he will 
be a great honour to his country in foreign parts. 

Sir Har. Our friends ſtay for us at the tavern z 

we'll go and talk more over a bottle. 
Sablax. With all my heart; but . will pay off 
the debts of the nation. 

Mayor. Come to the' tavern then. | 
There while briſk wine improves our converſation, 

We at our pleaſure will reform the nation. 

TRAP. There ends act the thirc. 

[Exeunt Sir Harry, Squire, 4 Mayor. 

Fusr. Pray, Sir, what's the moral of this act? 

Tap. And you really don't mu! R -TDT2? 

Fus r. No cresll yx, ＋ 30 

TRAP. Then I really will not tell you but come, 
Sir, ſince you cannot find that out, I'll try whether 
you can find out the plot; for now it is juſt going 
to begin to open, it will require a very cloſe atten- 
tion, I aſſure you; and the devil take me if 1 uu 
you any aſbſtance, 

Fus r. Is not the fourth & a little too late to open 
the plot, Mr. Trapwit? 

RAP. Sir, *tis an error on the right ſide; 1 have 
known a plot open in the firſt act, and the audience; 
and the poet too, forget it before the third was over; 
now, Sir, I am not willing to burden either the au- 
diences memory, or my own; for they may forget 
all that is hitherto paſt, and know full as much of 
the plot as if they remember'd it. 

32 Call Mr. Muyor, Mrs. Mayoreſs and 
Miſs. 


Enter Mr, MAYOR, "Ars: MAYORESS, 
and MISS. | 


Mrs. Mar. O! have I found you at laft, Sir? I 

have been hunting for you this hour, 
Mavok. Faith, my dear, I wiſh you had found 
me ſooner, 1 have been drinking fo the good 2 
caule 


— — = — _ — 
——— — ͤ — — — — — 3 A 0 


122 PASQU IN 
cauſe with Sir Harry and the Squire; you would 
have been heartily welcome to all the company. 
Mrs. Mav. Sir, 1 ſhall keep no ſuch company; 
I ſhall converſe with no clowns, or country ſquires. 
Miss. My Manu Will converly with. no Jaco- 
bites. | 
Mavok. But, my our. { fa Got. news for 
you; I have got a place for myſelf now. 
Mrs. May. O, ho! den you will vote for my 
Lord at laſt ? 1 
Mayor. No, my dear, Sir Harry 1 is/ to give me 


a place. 


Mrs. May. A place i in his dog-kennel? | 

Mavos. No, 'tis ſuch a one as you never could 
have got me from my Lord, I am to be An an em- 
baſſador. 

Mrs. May. What, is Sie Harry, gain to change 
ſides then, that he is to have all this intereſt? 

Mayor. No, but the ſides are going to be chan- 
ged; and Sir Harry is to be—I don't know what 
to call him, not I,—ſome very great man; and as 


ſoon as he is a very great man, Jam to a be made an 


embaſſador of. 

Mrs. May. Made an aſs of Will you never lern 
of me, that a bird in the n Is worth two in the 
buſh? ß 
Mayor. Yes, bat I can't „ Bd that you had the 
bird in hand; if that had been the * 1 don't 
know what I might have done; but I am ſure any 
man's promiſe is as good as a courtier's. 

Mrs. May. Look'e, Mr. Embaſſador that 1s to 
be, will you vote as I would have you, or no? 1 
am weary of arguing with a fool any longer; ſo Sir, 
tell you, you muſt vote for my Lord and the Co- 
lonel, or I'll make the houſe too hot to hold you; 
FI ſee whether my poor family is to be ruin'd we | 
cauſe you have whims. 


Miss. I know he 1 is 4 a Jacopite 1 in his heart. 
Mrs. 


Mrs. May. What ſignifies what he is in his heart; 
have not a hundred, whom every body knows to be 
as great Jacobites as he, ated like very good whigs ? 
What has a man's heart to do with his lips? 1 Eid t 
trouble my head with what he RES 1 only dere 
him to vote. of 

Miss. I am: ſure Mama. is a very reaſonable wo- 
man. | 
Mrs. Mar. Yes, I am too oh a en 
ad have uſed gentle methods too long; but III 
try others. 
[Goes to à corner of the Lage, and a a ſlick, 

| Mayor. Nay then, Liberty abd property and no 
exciſe! | e off 

Mrs. Mar. rl exciſe you, you villain. 

IKuns after a 

MIss. Hey ho! I wiſh ſomebody were here now; 
would the man that I love beſt in the world were 
here, that I might uſe him like a dog. 

Fus. Is not that a very add with, Mr. Trapuit f ? 

TAP. No, Sir; don't all the young ladies in 
plays uſe all their lovers ſo? Should we not loſe 
half the beſt ſcenes in our comedies elſe? 


PROMp. Pray, gentlemen, don't Abe BER ag 


hearſal ſo; where is this ſervant? [Enter JAS 
Why don't you mind your cue? | 


9 
SERV. O, ay, dog's my cue. Madam, Bös 
Miſs Stich, the tailor? 8 daughter, come to wait on 


you. f 


Miss. Shew hos io-—What can ch: impertinent 


flirt want with me? She knows 1 hate her too, for 
being of the other party; Dae, III be as civil 
to her ag een; En 


Enter Miſs S T IT CH. 


how Miſs | your ſervant ; this is an onexpeRted fa- 

your. | 
Miſs STITer, I am ſure, Madam, you have no 
reaſon to ſay ſo; for tho? we are of different parties, 
I 50 always coveted your acquaintance, I Y c 
ee 
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ſee why people may not keep their princeplcs to them. 
ſelves. [Alde. 
Miss. Pray, Miſs, fit down. Well, have you 
_ news in town? 

Miſs ST1TcHn, I don't know, my dear; for I have 
not been out theſe three days; and I have been em- 
ploy'd all that time in reading one of the Craftſmen ; 

tis a very pretty one; I have almoſt got it by heart. 

Miss. Ale. ] Saucy flirt! ſhe might have ſpared. 
that to me, when ſhe knows that I hate the paper. 

Miſs STiTCcn. But I aſk your pardon, niy dear, I 
know you never read it. 

Miss. No, Madam, I have enough to do to read 
che Daily Gazetteer. My father has ſix of 'em ſent 
him every week, for nothing; they are very pretty 
papers, and I wiſh you would read them, Mis. 

Miſs STiTcn. Fie upon you bon can ou read 
what's writ by an old woman? * 

Miss. An old woman, Miſs? _ 

Miſs ST1Tcn. Yes, Miſs ; by Mrs. Ofborne=—- 
Napy it is in vain to deny it to me. 

Miss. I deſire, Madam, we may difcourſe no 
Jonger on this ſubject ; for we ſhall never agree on it. 
Miſs STiTcn. Well then, pray let me aſk you ſe- 

rioaſly———are you thoroughly ſatisfied with this 
eace? 
Miss. Yes, Madam. and I chink you ought to be 
ſo too. | 
Miſs Sriren. 1 ſhould like it well enough, if I. 
were ſure the queen of Spain was to be truſted. 

Miss. [King.] Pray, Miſs, none of your inſinu- 
ations againſt the queen of Spain. 

Miſs STiTcn. Don't be in a paſſion, Madam. 

Miss. Yes, Madam, but I will be in a pation, 
when the intercſt of my country is at ſtake, _ 

Miſs Srirch. [Ring.] Perhaps, Madam, I have 
a heart as warm in the intereſt of my country as you 
can have; tho' I pay money for the papers I read, 


Madam, and that's more than you can ſay. 1 
| "Mn 
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Miss. Miſs, Miſs, my papers are paid for too by 
m tho' I don't pay for them; i donꝭt ſuppoſe 
the Old Woman, as you call her, ſends? em about at 
her own expence; but I'd have you to know, Miſs, 
] value my money as little as you in my country's 
cauſe; and rather than have no army, I would part 
with every farthing of theſe ſixteen IR to main- 
tain it. 4 
Miſs Srirch. And if my femtivare was to vote 
for the Colonel, tho' I like this fan of all the fans I 
ever ſaw in my lite, I would tear it all to pieces, be- 
cauſe it was his Valentine's gift to me 
.vens | I have torn my fan; I would not have torn 

my fan for the world ! Oh! my poor dear fan !—I 
wiſh all parties were at the devil for I am ſure I 
| ſhall never get a fan by them. 

Miss. Notwithſtanding all you have ſaid, Ma- 
dam, I ſhould be a brute not to pity you under 
this calamity; comfort yourſelf, child, I have a fan 
the exact fellow to it; if you will bring your ſweet- 
heart over to vote for the Colonel, you ſhall have it, 
Miſs Srrrch. And can I ſell my country for a 

fan? What's my country to me? I ſhall never get 
a fan by it.—And will you give it me for nothing : 

Miss. I'll make you a free preſent of it. 

Miſs STiTcHn, I am aſham'd of your en 
but I'll take the fan. 

Miss. And now, my dear, we'll go and drink a 
diſh of tea together. | | 

And let all parties blame me, if they can, 
Who're brib'd by honours trifling as a fan. 
( Exeunt Miſſes. 

Trae. There ends act the funk. If you want 
to know the moral of this, the devil —.— be in 
you : Faith, this incident of the fan ſtruck me ſo 
ſtrongly, chat I was once going to. call this comedy 
by the name of the F an. Bur, come, now bon act 
the fifth. _ 

PRrOMP. Sir, the php who is to begin it is juſt 

: ſtept 
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ſtept aſide on ſome buſineſs; he begs you would 
| Ray a few minutes for him. 


Tap. Come, Fuſtian, you and I will ſtep into 
the green-room, and chat with the actreſſes mean 


4 While. 
4 Fusr. But don't you nie theſe girls improper 
N perſons to talk of parties? 


d Tap. Sir, I aſſure you it is not out of nature: 
And I have often heard theſe affairs canvaſs'd by 
men, who had not one whit more underſtanding 
en ele _ 189 Di.  [Exeunt. 
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1 Enter TRAP WII, FUSTIAN and 
„ RE Ribs ws SNEER WE I. I. | 


£  TRAPWIT. 


| VIE PR t. fie uponꝰt, make no excuſes. 
SNEER. Conſider, Sir, I am my own enemy. 
"Trap. I do conſider that you might have paſt 
your time, perhaps, here as well as in another place. 
ONEER- But 1 hope I have not vga, 0 aka 
much 
TRAP. All's over, Sir. all's over; you might as 
well have ſtay'd away entirely; the fifth act's be- 
1 ginning, and the plot's at an end. 
= SN EER. What's the . at an end before the fifth 
act! is begun? 

Tra. No, no, no, no, 1 don't mean at an end, 
but we are fo far advanced in it, that it will 
4 be impoffible for you to comprehend or underſtand 
any thing of it. 

Fust. You have too mean an opinion of Mr. 
Sneerwell's capacity; I'll engage he ſhall under- 
ſtand as much of it as I, who nave heard the other 


four. 


TRAP. 


Trap: Sir, 1 can't beg! A want it of underſtand- 
ing, or apprehenſion ; tis not my fault if you can- 
not take a hint, Sir; would you have a cataſtrophe 
in every act? Oons and the devil, have not I pro- 

miſed you, you ſhould know all by ant Dry 
but you are ſo impatient. 


FusrT. I, think you have no ) reaſon to complain of 


my want of patience; Mr. Sneerwell, be eaſy; 
tis but one ſhort act before my tragedy. begins; and 


that I hope will make you amends for hat you are 


to undergo before it. Trapwis I wiſh * you . 
begin. 

OP I wiſh ſo too. Come, Prompter; are the 
members i in their chairs? | 

PROMP. Yes, Sir. 

Trae. Then carry them over 8 N but 
hold, hold, hold, where is the women to ſtrew the 
flowers ? [The Members are carried over the Stage. ] 
Hollow, Mob, hollow, hollow; Oons, Mr. Promp- 
ter, you muſt get more mob to hollow, or theſe 


gentlemen will never | Be believed to have had the 


majority. 
_ PRomy.. Sir, Ican cet no more mob, all the reſt 
of the mob are gone to St. James's Park to ſee the 
ſhow. 

SNEER. Pray, Mr. Trapwit, wh are theſe gen- 
tlemen in the chairs? 
Ta Ar. Ay, Sir, this is your ſtaying away ſo 
long; if you had been here the firſt four acts, you 
would have known who they were. | 

. Fusr.. Dear Sneerwell, aſk him no more queſ- 
tions; if you enquire into every abſurdity you ſee, 
we ſhall have no tragedy to-day. 

Tg Ap. Come, Mr. [Mayer and Mrs. Nee 


Enter MAYOR and Mes. MAYORESS. 


Mavos. Soy now you have undane yourſelf your 
own way; you have made me vote againſt my 
conſcience 


= 
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conſcience and intereſt too, and now I have loſt bark 
parties 8 

Mrs. May. How have you loſt both parties p.: 

MAvOR. Why, my Lord will never remember my 
voting for him, now he has loſt the day; and Sir 
Harry, who has won it, will never forgive my vot- 
ing againſt him: Let which ſide will be uppermoſt, 
T ſhall have no place till the next election. 

Mrs. May. It will be your own fault then, Sir; 
for you have it now in your power to oblige my 
Lord more than ever; go and return my Lord and 
the Colonel as duly elected, and I warrant you I do 
your buſineſs with him yet. 

Mayor. Return *em, my dear? Why there was 

a majority of two or three ſcore againſt *em. - 
Mrs. May. A fig for a majority of two or three 
ſcore; if there had been a majority of as many hun- 
dreds, you'll never be call'd to an account for re- 
turning them; and when you have return'd 'em, 
you'll have done all in your power: How can you 
expect that great men ſhould do any thing to ſerve 
you, if you ſtick at any thing to ſerve them? 

Mayor. My conſcience boggles at this thing 
H but yet it is impoſſible I ſhould ever get mY 

thing by the other fide. 

Mrs. Mav. Ay, let that ſatisfy your conſcience, 
that is the only way to get any thing. 

Maros. Truly, I think it has. 

- Sxees. I think, Mr. Trapwip, Intereſt would 75 | 
a better word there than Conſcience. 

TRxae. Ay, Intereſt, or Conſcience, they are 
words of the ſame meaning: Bur I think Conſcience 
rather politer of the two, and molt uſed at court. 

Mrs. May. Beſides, it will do a ſervice to your 
town, for half of them muſt be carried to London 
at the candidate's expence ; and I dare {wear there 
is not one of them, whatever ſide he votes of, but 
would be glad to pur the candidate to as much ex- 


pence as he can in an honeſt way. LExi. Mayor. 
[ Enter 


Enter MIS 8 Gr 


Miss. Oh, Mama, I have grieved myſelf to * 
at the court party's loſing the day; for if the 
others ſhou'd have a majority in the houſe, what 
would become of us? alas, we e ſhould not go to Lon- 
don! 
Mrs. May. Dry up your tears, my dear, all will 

be well; your father ſhall return my lord and the 
colonel; and we ſhall have a controverted election ; 
and we will go to London, my dear. 

Miss. Shall we go to London? Then I am eaſy; 
but if we had ſtaid here, I ſhould have broke my 
heart for the love of my country. Since m 
father returns them, I hope juſtice wil find ſome 
friends above, where people have ſenſe enough to 
know the right ſide from the left; however, hap- 
pen what will, there is ſome conſolation i in going ta 
London. | 

Mrs. May. But I hope you have conſidered well 
what my lord told you; that you will not ſcruple 
going into keeping: Perhaps you will have it in 
your power to ſerve your family, and it would be a 
great ſin not to do all you can for your family. 

Miss. I have dreamt of nothing but coaches and 
ſix, and balls, and treats, and ſhows, and maſque- 
rades ever ſince, 

Fusr. Dreamt, Sir? Why, I thought the time 
of your comedy had been confined to the ſame uy. 
Mr. Trapwit. 

Trap. No, Sir, it is not; but ſuppoſe it was, 
might ſhe not have taken an afternoon's nap ? 

: SNEER. Ay, or dreamt wakind, as ſeveral people 
oe: 


Enter Lord PLACE and Colonel PROMISE. 


Lord PLact. Madam, I am come to take my 
leave of you; I am very ſenſible of my many obli- 
. K gations 
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gations to you, and ſhall remember them till the next 
election, when I will wait on you again; nay, I don't 
queſtion but we ſhall carry our point yet, tho they 
have given us the trouble of a petition. 

Mrs. May. No, no, my lord, you are not yet re- 
duced to that; I have prevail'd on my —— to 
return you and the colonel. 

Lord PLAck. To return us, Madam? 

Mrs. May. Yes, my Lord, as duly elected; and 
when we have return'd you ſo, it will be your own 
fault if you don't prove yourſelf ſo. 

Lord PLace. Madam, this news has ſo tranſport- 
ed my ſpirits, that I fear ſome m effect, unleſs you 

inſtantly give me a dram. 

Mrs. May. If your lordſhip . to walk with 
me into my clofet, I'll equip your lordſhip. { Exit. 
- Trae. How do you like that dram, Sir? 

SNEER., Oh! moft excellent! 

Fusr. I can't ſay ſo, unleſs I taſted it. 

Trap. Faith, Sir, if it had not been for that 
dram, my play had been at an end. 

Fosr. The devil take the dram, with all my 
heart. 

TR AP. Now, Mr. Fuſtian, the plot, which has 
hitherto been only carried on by hints, and open'd 
itſelf like the infant ſpring by ſmall and impercep- 
tible degrees to the audience, will diſplay itſelf, like 
a ripe matron, in its full ſummer's bloom; and can- 
not, I think, fail with its attractive hm like a 
loaditone, to catch the admiration of every one like 
a trap, and raiſe an applauſe like thunder, till it 
makes the whole houſe like a hurricane. I muſt de- 
fire a ſtrict ſilence through this whole ſcene. Colo- 
nel, ſtand you ſtill on this ſide of the ſtage; and, 
Miſs, do you ſtand on the oppolite.—There, now 
look at each other. IA long ſilence here, 

-: FUST. Pray, Mr. Trapwit, 1s no body ever to 
ſpeak again? | 

Tray, Oh! the devil! You have e 

dhe 
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the ſcene; after all my precautions the ſcene's de- 
ſtroyed; the beſt ſcene of ſilence that ever was penn'd 
by man. Come, come, you may ſpeak now z you 
may ſpeak as faſt as you pleaſe. 

Cor. Madam, the army 1s very much chiles: to 
you for the zeal you ſhew for it: me it has made 
your ſlave for ever; nor can I ever think of being 
happy, unleſs you conſent to marry me. 

Miss. Ha! and can you be ſo generous to forgive 
all my ill uſage of you? 

Fusr. What ill uſage, Mr. Trapwit! Far if. 3 
miſtake not, this is the firſt time theſe lovers ſpoke 
to one another. 

Tzae. What ill uſage, Sir? a great deal, Sir. 

FusT. When, Sir? Where, Sir? 

TRAP. Why, behind the ſcenes, Sir. What 
would you have every thing brought upon the ſtage? 
I intend to bring ours to the dignity of the French 
ſtage; and I have Horace's advice on my fide; we 
have many things both ſaid and done in our come- 
dies, which might be better perform'd behind the 
ſcenes: The French, you know, baniſh all cruelty 
from their ſtage; and I don't ſee why we ſhould 
bring on a lady in ours, practiſing all manner of 
cruelty upon her lover: beſides, Sir, we do not on- 
ly produce it, but encourage it; for I could name 
you ſome comedies, if I would, where a woman 1s 
brought in for tour acts together, behaving to a wor- 
thy man in a manner for which ſhe almoſt deſerves 
to be hang'd; and in the fifth, forſooth, ſhe is re- 
warded with him for a huſband: Now, Sir, as 1 
know this hits ſome taſtes, and am willing to oblige 
all, I have given every lady a latitude of thinking 
mine has behaved in whatever manner the would 
have her. 

SNeer, Well ſaid, my little Trap: But pray let 
us have the ſcene. 

Trae. Go on, Mis, 1 you pleaſe. 

Miss. I have ſtruggled with myſelf to puꝝyou to 

2 — 10 
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ſo many trials of your conſtancy z ; nay, perhaps have 
indulged myſelf a little too far in the innocent liber- 
ties of abuſing you, tormenting you, coqueting, ly- 
ing, and jilting; which as you are ſo good to for- 
give, I do faithfully promiſe to make you all the 
amends in my power, by making you a good wife. 
| Trap. That ſingle promiſe, Sir, is more than any 
of my brother authors had ever the grace to put in- 
to the mouth of any of their fine ladies yet; ſo that 
the hero of a comedy is left in a much worſe condi- 
tion than the villain of a tragedy, and I would chooſe 
rather to be hang'd with the one, than married with 
the other, 
SNEER. Faith, Trapwit, without a jeſt, thou art 
in the right on't. 
Fust. 0 on, go on, dear Sir, go on. | 
Cor. And can you be ſo generous, ſo great, ſo 
ood ? Oh! load not thus my heart with obliga- 
tions, leſt it ſink beneath its burden: Oh! could I 
live a hundred thouſand years, I never could repay 
the bounty of that laſt ſpeech; Oh! my paradiſe ! 
Eternal honey drops from off your tongue, 
And when you ſpoke, then Farinelli ſung ! 
TRray. Open your arms, Mils, if you pleaſe re- 
member you are no coquet now : How pretty this 
looks ! don't it? [Mimicking ber.] Let me have one 
of your belt embraces, I deſire; do it once more, 
There, there, that's pretty well; you mult 
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i Practif this behind the ſcenes. ¶ Exeunt Miſs and Col. 
4 SNEER. Are they gone to practiſe now, Mr. 
1 Trapwit? 
| TAP. You're a Joker, Mr. Sneerwell; you're 
a joker. | 


Enter Lord PLACE. MAYOR, ord Mrs. 


Lord Pr ace. I return you my — 8 thanks, Mr. 
Mayor, for this return; and in return of the fa- 
vour I will certainly do you a very 8000 turn very 


ſoon. 


r 


— — ann. — — 


Fus 


— 


3244444 
2 * he 4 TT . 
ä — — 


Sr 
— 

— — — ow > - os < — V ns 
— + un cn ——— ———— 2 — — 


_ — 
— — — —ñ—b' ä — 
_ —— — 


3 4 2 * 


8 _ P-ASQD-1:No 133 


Fosr, I wiſh the audience don't do you an ill turn» 
Mr. Trapwit, for that laſt ſpeech. 

SNEER. YES, faith, I think I would cut out a turn 
or two. 

TRAP. Sir, PII 1 cut off an ear or two; Sir, 
that's the very beſt thing in the whole play 
Come, enter the colonel and Miſs married. 

SNFEERB. Upon my word OP have been very ex- 


peditious. 
Trap. Yes, Sir, the Parſon underſtands his bu 


neſs, he has ply'd ſeveral years at the fleet. 
Enter COLONEL and MIS.S. {They kneel. 


9 gf Sir and Madam your bleſſing. 


MAVOR. 
Mrs. Mar. 8 Ha! 


Cor. Your daughter, Sir and Madam, has made 
me the happieſt of mankind. | 
Mrs. May. Colonel, you know you might have 
had my conſent; why did you chooſe to marry with- 
out it? However I give you both my bleſſing. 
Mayor. And ſo do I. 
Lord PLACE. Then call in my brother candidates, 
we will ſpend this night in feaſt and merriment. 
FusT. What has made theſe two parties ſo ſudden- 
ly friends, Mr. Trapwit ? 
| Trae. What? why the marriage, Sir; the uſual 
reconciler at the end of a comedy. I would not have 
concluded without every perſon on the ſtage for the 
world. 
Lord PLACE. Well, Colonel, I ſee you are ſetting 
out for life, and fo 1 wiſh you a good Journey. 
And you, gallants, from what you've ſeen to- 
night, 
If you are wrong, may ſet your judgments right; 
Nor like our miſſes, about bribing quarrel, 
When better herring is in neither barrel. 


Aan. Fuſt. Trap. and Sneer. 
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Ta Ap. Thos ends my play, Sir. 

FusT. Pray, Mr. Trapwit, how has the former 
part of it conduced to this marriage ?. 

TRxAP. Why, Sir, do you think the Colonel would 
ever have had her, but on the proſpect her father has 


from this election? 
SN EER. Ay, to e his intereſt with the re- 


turning officer. 
TRAP. Ay, Sir, I was Juſt going to ay ſo. 
SN EER. But where's your epilogue ? 


TR Ap. Faith, Sir, Es can't tell what I ſhall Ho for 
an epilogue. 

SNEER., What! have you writ none ? 

Trap. Yes, faith, I have writ one, but 

SN EER. But what ? 

Tzae. Faith, Sir, I can get no one to ſpeak 1 it; 
the actreſſes are ſo damn'd difficult to pleaſe 
When firſt I writ it they would not ſpeak it, becauſe 
there were not double entendres enough in it; upon 
which I went to Mr. Watts's, and borrow'd all his 
plays; went home, read over all the epilogues, and 
cramm'd it as full as poſſible; and now, forſooth, 
it has too many in it. Oons, I think we mult get a 
pair of ſcales, and weigh out a ſufficient quantity of 


that ſame 
Fusr. Come, come, Mr. Trapwit, clear the ſtage 


if you pleaſe, 
Trae. With all my heart; for I have overſtay 'd 


my time already; I am to read my play to-day to 


fix different companies of quality. 
FusT. You'll ſtay and ſee the Agony: rehears'd, 


| I hope. 


Tray. Faith, Sir, it is my great eee that 
I can't; I deny myſelf a great pleaſure, but cannot 
poſſibly ſtay——to hear ſuch damn'd ſtuff as I know 
it muſt be. [ Aide. 
SNEER. Nay, dear Trapwit, you ſhall not go 


Conlider your advice may be of ſome ſervice to Mr. 
Fuſtian; 
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Fuſtian; beſide he has ſtay'd the rehearſal of your 


ay 
F Fusr. Yes, I have 


and kept felt awake 


with much difficulty. Aide. 


Trae. Nay, nay, you know I can't refuſe you 

——tho? I ſhall certainly fall aſleep in the firlt act. 
F772 

SvE BR. If you'll let me know who you 3 of 
quality are, I'Y endeavour to bring you o 

TRA. No, no, hang me if I tell you, Ha, ha, 
ha! I know you too well ” pr bay now 
tell me, Fuſtian, how doſt thou like my play ? Doſt 
think it will do? 

. Fusr. Tis my opinion it will. 

TRAP. Give me a guinea, and I'll give you 2 
crown a night as long as it runs. 
SNEER. That's laying againſt monroe Mr. "LINE 
wit. 

TR AP. I love a hedge, Sir. 


FusT. Before the rehearſal be ins. Gentlemen, 1 


muſt beg your opinion of my dedication; you know. 
a dedication is generally a bill drawn for value there- 
in contained; which value is a ſet of nauſeous ful- 
ſome compliments, which my ſoul abhors and ſcorns; 
for I mortally hate flattery, and therefore have care- 
fully avoided it. 

SNEER. Yes, faith, a dedication without flattery 
will be worth the ſeeing, 

Fusr. Well, Sir, you ſhall ſee it. Read it, dear 
Trapwit; I hate to read my own works. | 

Trap. [Reads] My Lord, at a time when non- 
ſenſe, dulneſs, lewaneſs, and all manner of profaneneſs 
and immorality are daily practiſed on the ſtage, I have 
 prevaiPd on my modeſiy to offer to your lordſnip's pro- 
fection a piece, which, if it has no merit to recommmend 
it, has at leaſt no Ace to diſerace it; nor do I queſ- 
lion at this, when every one elſe is dull, yau will ve pleas d 
to find one exception to the number. 


J cannot indeed help aſſuming to myſelf ſome little me- 
8 K . 
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rit from the applauſe, which the town has ſo univerſally 
conferr'd upon me. „ 

usr. That you know, Mr. Sneerwell, may be 
omitted, if it ſhould meet with any ill natured op- 
poſition ; for which reaſon I ſhall not print off my 
dedication *till after the play is acted. 

TRAP. [Reads.] I might here indulge myſelf with 
6 delineation of your lordſhip*s character; but as I abhor 
the leaſt imputation of flattery, and as J am certain your 
loraſhip is the only perſon in this nation that does not 
love to hear your praiſes, I ſhall be filent only this 
give me leave to jay, That you have more wit, ſenſe, 
learning, honour and humanity, than all mankind put 
together; and your perſon comprehends in it every thing 
that is beautiful; your air is every thing that is grace- 
ful, your look every thing that is majeſtic, and your 
mind is a ſtorehouſe where every virtue and every perfection 
are lodged : To paſs by your. generofity, which is ſo 
great, ſo glorious, fo diffuſive, that like the ſun it eclipſes, 
and makes Stars of all your other virtues 1 could 
ſay more | Hs 

SNEER. Falth, Sir, that's more than I could | 

Trae. But ſhall commit a violence upon myſelf, and 
conclude with aſſuring your lordſhip, that I am, my lord, 
your lordſbip's mot obedient, moſt devoted, moſt obſe- 
quious, and moſt obliged humble ſervant. 

FusT. There you ſee it, Sir, conciſe, and not ful- 
ſome. 

* SwNEER. Very true, Sir, if you had ſaid leſs it 
would not have done. 

Fus r. No, I think leſs would have been down- 
right rude, conſidering it was to a perſon of the firſt 
quality. 5 | | 

SNEER, Pr'ythee, Trapwit, let's ſee yours. 

TRAP. I have none, Sir. | | 

Fusr. How, Sir, no dedication ? | 

Trae. No, Sir; for I have dedicated ſo many 

plays, and received nothing for them, that I am re- 
: ſolved 
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ſolved to truſt no more: I'll let no more flattery go 
out of my ſhop without being paid beforehand. 


Fuser. Sir, flattery is ſo cheap, and every man 


of quality keeps ſo many flatterers about him, that 


e' gad our trade is quite ſpoiP'd ; but if I am not paid 


for this dedication, the next I write ſhall be a ſatiri- 
cal one; if they won't pay me for opening my mouth, 
I'll make them pay me for ſhutting it. Bur ſince you 
have been ſo kind, gentlemen, to like my dedica- 
tion, I'll venture to let you ſee my prologue. Sir, I 
beg the favour of you to repeat the prologue, if you 
are perfect in it. | [To a Player. 
 PLaves. Sir, PII do it the beſt in my power. 
Fusr. This prologue was writ by a friend. 


PROLOGUE. 


Hen death's ſharp ſcythe has mow'd the hero downs, 
The muſe again awakes him to renown, 
She tells proud fate that all her darts are vain, 
And bids the hero live, and ſtrut about again: 
Nor is ſhe only able to reſtore, 
But ſhe can make what ne er was made before: 
Can ſearch the realms of Fancy, and create 
What never came into the brain of Fate. 
Forth from theſe realms to entertain to-night, 
She brings imaginary kings and queens to light, 
Bids Common-ſenſe in perſon mount ibe gage, 
And Harlequin to ſtorm in tragick rage. 
Britons, attend; and decent reverence ſhow 
To her, who made th* Athenian boſoms glow ; 
Whom the undaunted Romans could revere, ES 
And who in Shakeſpear's time was worſhipp*d here; 
If none of theſe can her ſucceſs preſage, 
Your hearts at leaſt a wonder may engage: 
Oh! love her like her ſiſter monſters of the age. 
SNEER, Faith, Sir, your friend has writ a very fine 
prologue, 
| Fust. 
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Fus r. Do you think ſo? Why then, Sir, I muſt 
aſſure you, that friend is no other than myſelf. But 
come, now for the tragedy. Gentlemen, I muſt 
deſire you all to clear the ſtage, for I have ſeveral 
ſcenes which I could wiſh it as big again for. 


24 PLAYER enters, and whiſpers TRAPWIT. 


2d. PLAYER, Sir, a gentlewoman deſires to * 
to you. 
TAP. Is ſhe in a chair? 
2d. PLAVER. No, Sir, ſhe is in a riding- hood, 
and ſays ſhe has brought you a clean ſhirt. 
[ Exit Player. 
Tray. PFll come to her Mr. Fuſtian, you 
muſt excuſe me a moment; a Lady of quality hath 
ſent to take ſome boxes. [Exit Trap. 
PROM PH Common-ſenſe, Sir, deſires t to ipeak with > 
you in the green- room. 
Fus r. I'Il wait upon her. 
SN EER. You ought, for it is the firſt Wehnge I 
believe you cver received from her. IA ae. 
[ Exeunt Fuſt. and Sneer, 


Enter a DANCER. 


Daxc. Look'e, Mr. Prompter, I expect to dance 
firſt goddeſs; I will not dance under Miſs Minuet 
I am ſure I ſhew more to the audience than any lady 
upon the ſtage. 

PRO. Madam, it is not my buſineſs. 
Daxc. I don't know whoſe buſineſs it is; but I 
think the town ought to be the judges of a dan- 
cer's merit; I am ſure they are on my ide; and if 
I am not us'd better, Il go to France; for now we 
Have got all their dancers away, perhaps they 8 be 
glad of ſome of ours. | 
 PrRoMe. Hey-day, what's the matter ? Gs 
[ 4 noiſe within. 


Enter 
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Enter Pari, ĩð⁊ʃ | 
PLAVER. The author and Common-ſenſe are quar- 
relling in the green-room. wt, ang, 
PRO. Nay, then that's better worth ſeeing than 
any thing in the plãx. [Exit Promp. 
 Danc. Hang this play, and all plays; the dan- 
cers are the only people that ſupport the houſe ; if it 
were not for us, they might act their Shakeſpear to 
empty benches. e TS 
ACTIV. 8 L 
Enter FUSTIAN and SNEERWELL. 
FUN Y immu” 
HE SE little things, Mr. Sneerwell, will 
ſometimes happen. Indeed a poet undergoes 
a great deal before he comes to his third night; firſt 
with the muſes, who are humorous ladies, and 
muſt be attended; for if they take it into their head 
at any time to go abroad and leave you, you will pump 
your brain in vain: then, Sir, with the maſter of a 
playhouſe to get it acted, whom you generally fol- 
low a quarter of a year before you know whether he 
will receive it or no; and then perhaps he tells you it 
won't do, and returns it you again, reſerving the ſub- 
ject, and perhaps the name, which he brings out in 
his next pantomime z but if he ſhould receive the 
play, then you muſt-attend again to get 1t writ out 
into parts, and rehearsd. Well, Sir, at laſt the re- 
hearſals begin; then, Sir, begins another ſcene of 
trouble with the actors, ſome of whom don't like 
their parts, and all are continually plaguing you with 
alterations: at length, after having waded thro! all 
theſe difficulties, his play appears on the ſtage, where 
one man hiſſes out of reſentment to the author; a 


ſecond out of diſlike to the houſe; a third out of as | 
f 
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like to the actor; a fourth out of diſlike to the play; 
a fifth for the joke s ſake; a ſixth to keep all the reſt 
in company. Enemies abuſe him, friends give him 
up, the play is damn'd, and the author 8 to the 
devil: ſo ends the farce. 
Sx EER. The tragedy rather, I think, Mr. Fuſtian. 
But what's become of Trapwit ? 
FusrT, Gone off, I ſuppoſe; I knew he would not 
ſtay; he is fo taken up with his own performances, 
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. that he has no time to attend any others. But come, 
j Prompter, will the tragedy never begin 5 
Enter PRO MPT ER. 
| Promy. Yes, Sir, they are all ready come draw 
up the curtain. 
FIREBRAND, LAW and PHYSICK 
diſccver d. 
SxxkR. Pray, Mr. F uſtian, who are theſe perſo- 


nages? 
| Fosr, That in the middle, S is Firebrand, prieſt 
of the Sun; he on the right repreſents Law, and he 
on the left Phyſick. 
FR EB. Avert theſe omens, ye auſpicious ſtars! 
Fus r. What omens ? where the devil! is the thun- 
der and lightning? 
Prome. Why don't you let go the ier there? 
and flaſh your roſin? 17 hunder and lightning. 
FusT. Now, Sir, begin if you pleaſe. I deſire, 
Sir, you will get a larger thunderbowl, and two pen- 
nyworth more of li ae againſt the repreſenta- 
tion. Now, Sir, if you pleaſe. 
FirEB, Avert theſe omens, ye auſpicious ſtars ! 
Oh Law! oh Phyſick ! As laſt even late 
I offered ſacred incenſe in the temple, 
The temple ſhook : ſtrange prodigies 5.5 ante 3 
A cat in boots did dance a rigadoon, 
While a huge dog play'd on the violin; 
| And whilſt 1 trembling a at the altar ſtood, 
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Voices were heard i' th? air, and ſeem'd to ſay, 
Awake my drowſy ſons, and ſleep no more: 
They mult mean ſomething! 

Law. Certainly they muſt 
We have our omens too! The other dax 
A mighty deluge ſwam into our hall, 
As if it meant to waſh away the law: 
Lawyers were forc'd to ride on porters ſhoulders ; ; 
One, O prodigious omen ! tumbled down, 
And he and all his briefs were ſous'd together. 
Now, if I durſt my ſentiments declare, 
I think it is not hard to gueſs the meaning. 
FIR EB. Speak boldly ; by the powers I ſerve, - 1 
{wear | 

You ſpeak in ſafety, even tho? you ſpeak 

Againſt the gods, provided that you ſpeak 

Not againſt prieits. 

Law. What then can the powers 

Mean by theſe omens, but to rouſe us up 

From the lethargick ſway of Common-ſenſe ? 
And well they urge, for while that drowſy queen 
Maintains her empire, what becomes of us? 
Pays. My Lord of Law, you ſpeak my ſentiments; 
F or tho' I wear the maſk of loyalty, 
And outward ſhew a reverence to the queen, 
Yet in my heart I hate her: yes, by heav'n 
She ſtops my proud ambition! keeps me down 
When I would ſoar upon an eagle's wing, 
And thence look down and doſe the world below. 
Law. Thou know'ſt, my Lord of Phyſick, I had 
long 
Been privileg'd by cuſtom mangria, 
In tongues unknown, or rather none at all, 

My edicts to deliver thro? the land 
When this proud queen, this Common: ſenſe, abridg d 
My power, and made me underſtood by all. 

Pays. My Lord, there 1255 a rumour thro the 
court, 


Toa you deſcended from a family 


Related * 
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Related to the queen; Reaſon is ſaid 

T' have been the mighty founder of your houſe. 
Law, Perhaps ſo; but we have rais'd ourſelves ſo 

high, 

And ſhook this founder from us off ſo far, 

We hardly deign to -own from whence we came. 
Hap 1 My Lords of Law and Phyſick, } have 
ard, 

With perfect approbation, all you've ſaid; 

And ſince I know you men of noble ſpirit, 

And fit to undertake a glorious cauſe, 

I will divulge myſelf: know, thro' this maſk, 

Which to impoſe on vulgar minds I wear, 

I am an enemy to Common-lenſe ; 


But this not for ambition's earthly cauſe, 


But to enlarge the worſhip of the Sun: 
To pive his prieſts a juſt degree of power, 
And more than halt the a of-the land. 
Oh! my good Lord of Law, would'ſt thou aſſiſt, 
In ſpite of Common: ſenſe it may be done. 
Law. Propoſe the method. 

PIR EB. Here ſurvey this lift, 

In it you'll find a certain ſet of names, 
Whom well I know ſure friends to Common -· ſenſe; 
Theſe it muſt be our care to repreſent 
The greateſt enemies to the gods and her. 
But buſh, the queen approaches. 


Enter the Queen attended by two Maids of Honour. 


Fusr. What! but two maids of honour ? 
Promy. Sir, a Jew carried off the other, but I 
ſhall be able to pick up ſome more againſt the play 
is acted. 
BE. S. My lord of Law, I ſent for you ans 
morning; 
J have a ſtrange petition given to me; 
Two men, it ſeems, have lately been at law 
For an eſtate, which both of them have loſt, 


And their attorneys now divide between them. 
LAW 
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Law. Madam, theſe things will happen in the 

law. 

Q. C. S. Will they, my Lord? then better we had 

none: 
But J have alſo heard a ſweet bird Go, 
That men unable to diſcharge their debts 
At a ſhort warning, being ſued for them, 
Have, with both power and will their debts to pay, 
Lain all their lives in priſon for their coſts. 
LA. That may perhaps be ons poor perſon's 
ET 
Too mean to entertain your noel cars: 5 
Q. C. S. My Lord, while I am queen I ſhall not 
think 
One man too mean, or poor, to be redreſs'd ; 
Moreover, Lord, I am inform'd your laws 
Are grown ſo large, and daily yet increaſe, 
That the great age of old Methuſalem 
Would ſcarce ſuffice to read your ſtatutes out. 

FIR EB. Madam, a more important cauſe demands 
Your royal care; ſtrange omens have appear'd, 
Sights have been ſeen, and voices have been heard; 
The gods are angry, and mult be appeas d, 

Nor do I know to that a readier way 
Than by beginning to appeaſe their prieſts, 
Who groan for power, and cry out after honour. 

Q. C. S. The gods indeed, have reaſon for their 

anger, 
And bene ſhall be offered to them; 
But would you make 'em welcome; Prieſt, be 
meek, 
Be charitable, kind, nor dare affront 
The ſun you worſhip, while yourſelves prevent 
That happineſs to men you aſk of him. 


3 E E = 


Enter au Orrictr, 


Q. C. S. What means this haſty mellage 1 in | your 
looks? 
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Orric. Forgive me, Madam, if my tongue de- 

f Clares  - 

News for your ſake, which moſt my heart abhors; 
Queen Ignorance is landed in your realm, 
With a vaſt power from Italy and France 
Of ſingers, fiddlers, tumblers, and rope-dancers: 
Qi. C. S. Order our army inſtantly to get 

Themſelves in readineſs; ourſelf will head 'em. 
My Lords, you are concern'd as well as we, 
T*oppoſe this foreign force, and we expect 
Lou join us with your utmoſt levies ſtraight; 
Go, Prieſt, and drive all frightful omens hence; 
To fright the vulgar they are your pretence, 
But ſure the gods will fide with Common: ſenſe. 

[ Exit cum ſuis. 

Fix EB. They know their intereſt better; or at 

leaſt 
Their prieſts do for em, and themſelves. Oh! 
Lords | 
This queen of Ignorance, whom you have heard 
Juſt now deſcrib'd, in ſuch a horrid form, 
Is the moſt gentle, and moſt pious queen; 
So fearful of the gods, that ſhe believes 
Whateer their prieſts afirm. And by the Sun, 
Faith is no faith, if it falls ſhort of that. 
Fd be infallible! And that, ] know, | 
Will ne'er be granted me by Common-ſenſe : 
Wherefore I do diſclaim her, and will join 
The cauſe of Ignorance. And now, my Lords, 
Each to his poſt. The roſtrum ] aſcend, 
My Lord of Law, you to your courts repair; 
And you, my good Lord Phyſick, to the queen; 
Handle her pulſe, potion and pill her well. 

Pays. Oh! my good Lord, had I her royal ear, 
Would ſhe but take the council I would give, 
You'd necd no fareign power to overthrow her : 
Yes, by the gods; I would with one ſmall pill 
Unhinge her foul, and tear it from her body ; 
But to dan artand me a deadly foe, 


She 
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She has averr'd, ay, in the publick court, 
That Water Gruel is the beſt phyſician; 
For which, when ſhe's forgiven by the college, 
Or when we own the ſway of Common- Senſe, 
May we be forc'd to take our own preſcriptions, 

Fix EB. My Lord of Phyſick, I applaud thy ſpirit ; 
Yes, by the Sun, my heart laughs loud within me, 
| To ſee how eaſily the world's deceiv'd; 

To ſee this Common-Senſe thus tumbled down 
By men, whom all the cheated nations own _ 

To be the ſtrongeſt pillars of her throne. 
[Exeunt Fireb. Law, and Phyr. 

FusT. Thus ends the firſt act, Sir. 

SEER. This tragedy of yours, Mr. Fuſtian, [I 
obſerve to be emblematical; do you think it will 
be underſtood by the audience | 3 

Fust. Sir, I cannot anſwer for the audience ; j tho? 
I think the panegyrick intended IN it 1s "0g plain, 
and very {eaſonable. 

SNEBR. What panegyrick | I | 

Fusr. On our clergy, Sir, at leaſt the beſt. "ot 
them, to ſhew. the difference between a heathen and 

a chriſtian prieſt, . And as I have touch'd only on 
ecnerals I hope I ſhall not be thought to bring any 
thing improper on the ſtage, which I would care- 
tully avoid. 

SNEER. But is not your ſatire on law and phyſick £ 
ſome what too general? 

Fus r. What is ſaid here cannot hurt either an ho- 

neſt lawyer, or a good phyſician; ; and ſuch may be, 
nay, I know ſuch are: if the oppoſites to theſe are 
the moſt general, I cannot help that ; as for the 
profeſſors themſelves, I have no great reaſon to be 
their friend, for they once Join d in a particular con- 
ſpiracy againſt me =: 

ONEER. Ay, how ſo ? | 

Fusr. Why, an apothecary brought 1 me in a long 
bill, and a hos made me pay it. 

Vol. III. L. 1 Suxkk. 
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SwVEER. Ha, ha, ha! a conſpiraey indeed. 

Fosr. Now, Sir, for my ſecond alt; my tragedy 
conſiſts but of three. 

SN EER. I thought that had been itninertodical in 
tragedy. 
| 2 That may be; but I pon it out as long as 
I could keep Common- Senſe alive; ay, or even n her 
ghoſt. Come begin che ſeeond act. 


The SCENE. draws, and Aftouerr * 
SENSE leb. 


SEER. Pray, Sit, who's that upon the couch 


| there? Foy 
Fust. I thought you had lenown her better, Sir. 
Fhat's Common-Senfe afleep. 
SEER. I ſhould rather have expected her at the 
head of her army. 
Fus r. Very likely, but you do not underſtand the 
ractical rules of writing as well as I do; the firſt 
and greateſt of which is protraction, or the art of 
ſpinning, without which the matter of a play would 
loſe the chief property of all other matter, namely, 
extenſion; and no play, Sir, could poſſibly laſt longer 
than half an hour. I perceive, Mr. Sneerwell, you 
are one of thoſe who would have no character 
brought on, but what is neceſſary to the buſineſs of 
the play. Nor I neither But the buſineſs 
of the play, as I take it, is to divert, and therefore 
every character that diverts, is neceſſary to the bu- 
+ finels of the play. 
SEER. But how will the audience be brought to 
concave any probable reaſon for this fleep ? | 
 Fusr, Why, Sir, the has been meditating on the 
preſent general peace of Europe, till by too intenſe 
an application, being not able thoroughly to com- 
Prehend it, the was overpower'd, and fell faſt aſleep. 
Come, ring up the firſt gholt, COP ariſes.] You 
know that ghoſt ? - 
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SEER. Upon my word, Sir, I can 'r recollect any 
- acquaintance with him. 

Fosr. I am ſurpriz'd at that, for you muſt have 
ſeen him often: that's the ghoſt of Tragedy, Sir; he 
has walk'd all the ſtages of London ſeveral years; 
but why are not you flower'd e hat the devil 
is become of the barber? 

Gnos r. Sir, he's gone to Druty- Lane playhouſe 
to ſhave the Sultan in the new entertainment. 

Fusr. Come, Mr. Gheſt, pray begin. 

Gnosr. From the dark regions-of the realms be- 

low, 
The ghoſt of Tragedy has riddeti poſt 5 » 
To cel thee, Common- Senſe, a thouſand things, 
Which do import thee nearly: to attend; 
Cock crows 
But ha! the curſed cock has Warn d me hence; 
] did ſet out too late, and therefore muſt 
Leave all my buſineſs to SO other time, | 
{Gboſt deſtends. 

SEER. I preſume this is character neceſſary to 
al for I can ſee no great / -bufineſs he has ful⸗ 

Fus. Where's the ſecond ghoſt ? 

_ Sweex. I thought the cock had crowd. | 

Fus. Yes, but the ſecond ghoſt need not be 
ſuppoſed to have heard it. Pray, Mr. Promipter; 
obſerve, the moment the firſt ghoſt deſcends, the 
ſecond is to rife : they are like the itwinzftars in chat. 

"  [Secondgheſt-rijes. 
2d Gnosr. Awake; great Cemmon-Senſe, and 
ſleep no more. 

Look to thyſelf; for then, when I was lain, 
Thyſelf was truck at: think not to ſurvive 
My murder long; for while thou art om earth, 
The convocation will not meet again. 

The lawyers cannot rob men of their rights; 
Phyſicians cannot doſe away their ſouls: 


A courtier's promiſe will not be veley'd; ee | 
L 2 5 Not 


rp S GUN 
Nor broken citizens again be truſted. 
A thouſand news- papers cannot ſubſiſt, 888 


In which there is not any news at all. 
| Playhouſes cannot flouriſh, while they dare 
To nonſenſe give an entertainment's name. 
Shakeſpear and Johnſon, Dryden, Lee, and Row, 
Thou wilt not bear to yield to Sadler's- Wells; 
Thou wilt not fuffer men of wit to ftarve, , 
And fools, for only being fools, to thrive. 
Thou wilt not ſuffer eunuchs to be hired, 
At a valt price, to be impertinent. 
[Third oboſ riſes 
3d Gnosr. Dear Ghoſt, the cock has crow d; 
you cannot get 
Under the ground a mile before tis day. 
2d GHOST. Your humble ſervant then, I cannot 
ba. - - © * ©. [Gboft deſcends. 
Fus r. Thunder and light'ning! thunder and 
light'ning! Pray don't forget this when it is acted. 
SNEER. Pray, Mr. Fuſtian, why muſt a ghoſt 
always riſe in a ſtorm of thunder and lightning ? 
for I have read much of that doctrine, and don t 
find any mention of ſuch ornaments. 
FusT. That may be, but they are very neceſſa- 
ry: A mod are indeed properly the paraphernalia of a 
ho 
N Swers. But, pray, whoſe ghoſt was that? | 
Fusr. Whoſe ſhould it be, bur Comedy's. I 
thought when you had been told the other was Tra- 
gedy, you would have wanted no intimation who 
this was. Come, Common-Senſe, you are to awake 
and rub your eyes. 
Q. C. S. Making. ] Who's there ? 


Enter M A1D of Honour. 


Did you not hear or ſee ſome wond'rous thing? 
Maip. No, may it pleaſe your majeſty, I did 
not. 


Ac. S. I was FORE I overheard a ghoſt. | 
MAID. | 
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Maip. In the next room I cloſely did attend, 
And * a 8 been here I muſt have heard him. 


Euter FIRE BRAND. | 
Q c. 8. Prieſt of the Sun, you come moſt op- 


portune, 
For here has been a dreadful apparition: 
As I lay ſleeping on my couch, methought - 
I faw a gholt. 
SNEER. Then I ſuppoſe ſhe Nleeps with her eyes 
open. 
f UST. Why, you would not have Common: Senſe 
ſee a ghoſt, unleſs in her ſleep, I hope, 
FIR EB. And if ſuch toleration 
Be ſuffer'd, as at preſent you maintain, 
Shortly your court will be a court of ghoſts. 
Make a huge fire, and burn all unbelievers, 
Ghoſts will be hang'd *ere venture near a fire, 
Q. C. S. Men cannot force belief upon them- 
ſelyes, | 
And ſhall I then by torture force it on them ? 
Fix EB. The Sun will have it fo. 
Q. C. S. How do l know that? 
FikR EB. Why 1, his prieſt infallible, have told 
you. 
Q. C. S. How do I know you are infallible? 
Fia EB. Ha! do you doubt it? nay, if you doubt 
that, | 
I will prove nothing ——But my zeal inſpires me, 
And 1 will tell you, Madam, you yourſelf 
Are a moſt deadly enemy to the Sun, 
And all his prieſts have greateſt cauſe to wiſh 
You had been never born. 
Q. C. S. Ha! ſay'ſt thou, prieſt? 
Then know I honour and adore the Sun! 
And when ſee his light, and feel his warmth, 
I glow with flaming gratitude toward him; 
But know, I never will adore a prieſt, | 
Who wears pride” 5 face beneath religion's maſk, 


L 3 | And 


* 


ww _ PASQUIN; 


And makes a picklock of his piety, 
To ſteal away the liberty of mankind. 
But while I live, Þ'll never give thee power. 
Fixzzs. Madam, our power is not deriv'd rom 
:- ET} 
Nor Fe one : *twas ſent us in a box 
From the great Sun himſelf, and carriage paid; F: 
Phaeton brought it when, he overturn'd 
The chariot of the Sun into the ſea. : 
Q. C. S. Shew me the inſtrument, and let me 
read it. 1 
Fix EB. Madam, you cannot read it; for being 
thrown 
Into the ſea, the water has ſo damag'd it, 
That none but prieſts could ever read it fince. 
Q. C. 8. And do wo think I can believe this 
tale? 
Fires. I order you to believe it, and you muſt, 
Q. C. 8. Proud and imperious man, I can't be⸗ 
ese it. | 
ne law, and phyſick, were deſign'd | 
By heaven the greateſt bleſlings on mankind , 
But prieſts, and lawyers, and phyſicians madg 
Theſe general goods to each a private trade; 
With each they rob, with each they fill their purſes, 
And turn our benefits into our curſes. [ Exit, 
F usr. Law and Phyſick. Where's Law ? 


” OE PHYSICK. 


Phys. Sir, Law, going without the playhouſe 
paſſage, was taken i vp by a lord chiet-juſtice's war- 
rant. 
Fix EE. Then we muſt go on without him. 
Fust. No, no, ftay a moment; I mult get ſome- 
body elſe to rehearſe the part. Pox take all warrants 
for me; if I had known this before, I would have 
ſatirized the la ten times more than I have. 
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ACT v, SCENE" 


Enter FUSTIAN, NEERWELL, PROMPTER; 
FIREBRAND, LAW, and PHYSICK. 


FUSTIAN. 


AM glad you have made your eſcape ; but I 
I hope you will make the matter up before the day 
of action: come, Mr. Firebrand, now it you pleaſe 
go on; the moment Common Senſe goes off the 
ſtage, Law and Phyſick enter. 
1 my good Lords of Phyſick and of 
Ws, * 
Had you been ſooner here you would have heard 
The haughty queen of Comme Senſe throw out 
Abules on us all. 
LAV. Iam not now . 
To learn the hatred which ſhe ha to me. 
No more of that for now the warlike queen 
Oft Ignorance, attended with a train 
Of foreigners, all foes to Common-Senſe, 
Arrives at Covent- Garden; and we ought 
To join her inſtantly with all our force. 
At Temple-Bar ſame regiments parade, 
The colonels, Clifford, per at and F unival, 
Thro' Holborn lead their powers to Drury-Lane, 
Attorneys all compleatly arm'd in braſs; 
Theſe, bailiffs and their followers will join; 
With juſtices, and conſtables, and watchmen. 
Pars. In Warwick-Lane my powers c_— me 
non 
A hundred chariots with a chief in each, 
Well-fam'd for flaughter, in his hand he bears 
A feather'd dart, that ſeldom errs in flight, 
Next march a band of choice apothecaries, 
Fach arm'd with deadly pill; a regiment 
Of ſurgeons terrible maintain the rear, 
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All ready firſt to kill, and then diſſect. 


Fires. My Lords, you merit greatly of the 
queen, ; 


And Ignorance ſhall well i repay your deeds ; 


For ] foretel, that by her influence, 


Men ſhall be brought, (what ſcarce can be believ'd,) 
To bribe you with large fees to their undoing. - 
Succeſs attend your glorious enterprize z 

I'll go and beg it earneſt of the Sun: 


I, by my office, am from fight debarr'd, 


But Pu be with you ere the booty's ſhar'd.. 

Exeunt Firebrand, Law, and Phyſick, 
8 Now, Mr. Sneerwell, we ſhall begin my 

third and laſt act; and I believe 1 may defy all the 

poets who have ever writ, or ever will write, to pro- 

duce its equal: it is, Sir, ſo cram'd with drums and 

trumpets, thunder and. light'ning, battles and ghoſts, 


that I believe the audience will want no entertain. 


ment after it; it is as full of ſhew as Merlin's cave 
itſelf, and for wit——no ropedancing or tumbling 
can come near it. Come, begin. 

[A ridiculous March i 15 play d. 


Enter Queen IGNORANCE, attended with Singers, 


Fiddlers, Rope-dancers, Tumblers, &c. 


| Q. Ien. Here fix our ſtandard ; what is this place 
calfd? - | 

iſt ArrEN. Great Madam, Sende em i is its 
name. | 


Q. Icn. Ha! then methinks we have ventured 
too far, 


Joo near thoſe theatres, md Ser 


Maintains her garriſons of mighty force ; 
Who, ſhould they ſally on us ere we're join'd 
By Law and Phylick, may offend us much, 


[ Drum beats within. 
But ha! what means this drum ? 


1ſt ATTEN.. Ir beats a \Parlye-8 not a Point of war. 


£ ner 


FAA 
Enter HA RI. EIN. 


Haz. To you, great queen of Ignorance, 1 come 
 Embaſſador from the two theatres ; 
Who both congratulate you on your arrival ; 
And to convince you with what hearty meaning 
They ſue for your alliance, they have ſent 
Their choiceſt treaſure here as hoſtages, 
To be detain'd 'till you are well convinc'd, 
They're not leſs foes to Common- Senſe than you. 
Q. Io. Where are the hoſtages? 
HaARL. Madam, I have brought 
A catalogue, and all therein ſhall be 
Deliver'd to your order; but conſider, 
Oh mighty Queen! they offer you their all; 
And gladly, for the leaſt of theſe would give 
Tben poets and their actors in exchange. 
. len, Read the catalogue. 
Haz. [ Reads. ] A tall man, and a tall woman, 
hired at a vaſt price. | 
A ſtrong man exceeding dear. a 
Two dogs that walk on their hind legs a and per- 
ſonate human creatures ſo well, 0p might be 
miſtaken for them. 
A human: creature that perſonates a dog ſo well, that 
he might almoſt be taken for one. 
Two human cats. 
A moſt curious ſet of puppies. 
A pair of pigeons. . 
A ſet of ropedancers and tumblers from Sad- 
ler's Wells. | 
Q. Ion. Enough, enough; and is it poſſible 
That they can hold alliance with my friends A 
Of Sadler's Wells ? then are they foes indeed # 
To Common-Senſe, and Pm indebted to em. | 4 
Take back their hoſtages, for they may need em; 
And take this play, and bid 'em forthwith act 1 WC 
There is not in it either head or tail. | | | 


HARL. 
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Harr. Madam, they will moſt gratefully mo 
It. 
The character you give would recommend it, 
Tho? it had come from a leſs powerful hand, 
Q. Ion. The Madiſh Couple is its name; myſelf 
Stood goſſip to it, and J will 9 
This play againſt the town. 
iſt ATTEN. Madam, the queen 
Of Common: Senſe advances with her powers. 
Q. Iox. 7 up my men; Pl. meet her as [ 
ought ; 


This day mall end the long diſpute between us. 


Enter * COMMON-SENSE, with a_ 
DRUMMER. 


FosT. Hey day ! where's Common-Senlſe's army! 2 
PROMT. Sir, I have ſent all over the town, and 
could not get one ſoldier for her, except that 
Drummer, Who was lately turn'd out of an Iriſh re- 
giment. 

Daum. Upon my ſhoul but I have been a day 
mer theſe twenty years, maſter, and have ſeen no 
wars yet; and I was willing to learn a little of my 
trade before I died. | 

Fusr. Huſh, firrah, don't you be witty ; that is 
not in your part. 

Drum, I don't know what is in my part, Sir; but 
I defire to have ſomething in it; for I have been 
tired of doing nothing a great while. | 

Fus. Silence. 

= art oth What is the reaſon, Madam, that you 

rin 
"Theſe hoftile arms into my peaceful realm ? X 
Q. Icn. To caſe your ſubjects from that dire wr 
preſſion 
They groan beneath, which longer to ſupport 
Unable, they invited my redreſs. 

Q.C.S. Ang can my ſubjects then complain of 

wrong? 


Baſe 
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Baſe and ungrateful! what is their complaint? 
Q. Ion. I hey ſay, you do impoſe a tax of thought 
Upon their minds, which they're too weak to bear. 
Q. C. S. Would'ſt thou from thinking then abſolve 
mankind? 
Q. Icon. I wou'd, for thinking only makes men 
wretched; | 
And happinels 1s Rill the lot of fools. - 
Why ſhould a wiſe man wiſh to think, when thought 
Still hurts his pride? in ſpite of all his art, 
Malicious fortune, by a lucky train 
Of accidents, ſhall {till defeat his ſchemes, 
And ſet the greateſt blunderer above him. 
QC, Urges: thou that againſt me, which 
thyſel 
Has 5 wicked cauſe of? Which thy power, 
Thy artifice, thy favourites have done? 
Could Common-Senſe bear univerſal ſway, 
No fool could ever poſlibly be great. 
Q. Icx, What is this folly, which you try to 
aint 
In colours ſo deteſtable and black ? 
Isr not the general gift of fate to men? 
And tho' ſome few may boaſt ſuperior ſenſe, 
Are they not call'd odd fellows by the reſt ? 
In any ſcience, if this ſenſe peep forth, 
Shew men the truth, and' ſtrive to turn their ſteps. 
From ways wherein their groſs forefathers err'd, 
ls not the general cry againſt them ſtraight ? : 
SnzER. This Ignorance, Mr. Fuſtian, ſeems to 
know a great deal. 
 Fosr. Yes, Sir, ſhe knows what ſhe has ſeen 1a 
often; but you find ſhe miſtakes the cauſe, and 
Common- Senſe can never beat it into her. 
Q. Io. Senſe is the parent ſtill of fear; the fox, 
Wiſe beaſt, who knows the treachery of men, 
Flies their ſociety, and ſculks in woods, 
While the poor gooſe, in happineſs and eaſe, 
Fearleſs grows fat within its narrow coop, 


N And 
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And thinks the hand that feeds it is its friend. 
Then yield thee, Common-Senſe, nor rafhly dare 
Try a vain combat with ſuperior force. 
Q. C. 8. Know, queen, I never will give up the 
(cauſe 
Of all theſe followers; when at the head 
Of all theſe heroes I reſign my right, 
May my curſt name be blotted from the earth, 
SNEER.. Methinks Common-Senſe tho? ought to 
give it up, when ſhe has no more to defend it. 
Fust. It does indeed look a little odd at preſent ; ; 
but PII get her an army ſtrong enough againſt it's 
ated. Come, go on. 
Q. Io. Then thus I hurl defiance at thy head. 
Draw all your ſwords. 
C. S. And, Gentlemen, draw yours. | 
O. lon. Fall on, have at thy heart. [4 Fight, 
Q. C. S. And have at thine. 
FusT. Oh, fy upon't, fy upon't, I never ſaw a 
worſe battle in all my life upon any ſtage. Pray, 
Gentlemen, come Tome of you over to the other 


Tide, 


SNEER, Theſe are oil ſoldiers, I perceive, Mr. 
Fuſtian; they care not which ſide they fight of. 
FusT, Now, begin again, if you pleaſe, and 


fight away; pray fight as if you were in earneſt, 


Gentlemen. [They fight.] Oons, Mr. Prompter, 
J fancy you hired theſe ſoldiers out of the train'd- 
bands, they are afraid to fight even in jeſt. [They 


Ng bt again.] There, there, pretty well; I think, Mr. 


Sneerwell, we have made a ſhift to make out a good 

fort of a battle at laſt. 
 SNEER. Indeed I cannot ſay I ever ſaw a better. — 
FusT. You don't ſeem, Mr. Sneerwell, to relith 


* 


this battle greatly. 


SEER. I cannot profeſs myſelf the greateſt ad- 
mirer of this part of tragedy ; and I own my ima- 
ination, can better conceive the idea of a battle 


from a 18 relation of it, than from ſuch a repre- 
1 ſentation; 


— 


* 


> — 


ſentation; for my mind is not able to enlarge the 
age into a vaſt plain, nor multiply half a ſcore into 
ſeveral thouſandes. | : | 


Fus. Oh! your humble ſervant; but if. we write 


to pleaſe you, and half a dozen others, who will 


pay the charges of the houſe ? Sir, if the audience 


will be contented with a battle or two, inſtead of all 


the raree- fine ſhows exhibited to them in what they 


call entertainment a 
SEER. Pray, Mr. Fuſtian, how came they tg 
give the name of entertainments to their pantomi- 
mical farces? 5 | 
Fos. Faith, Sir, out of their peculiar modeſty : 
intimating that after the audience have been tired 
with the dull works of Shakefpear, Johnion, Van- 


brugh, and others, they are to be entertain'd with 


one of theſe Pantomimes, of which the maſter of the 
playhouſe, two or three painters, and half a ſcore 
dancing- maſters are the compilers : What theſe en- 
tertainments are, I need not inform you who have 
ſcen 'em; but I have often wondered how it was 
poſſible for any creature of human underſtanding, 


after having been diverted for three hours with che 


productions of a great genius, to fit for three more, 
and ſee a ſet of people running about the ſtage after 
one another, without ſpeaking one ſyllable, and play- 
ing ſeveral jugling tricks, which are done at Fawks's 
after a much better manner; and for this, Sir, the 
town does not only pay additional prices, but loſe 
ſeveral fine parts of their beſt authors, which are 
cut out to make room for the ſaid farces. | 
SNEER. Tis very true, and 1 have heard a hun- 
dred ſay the ſame thing, who never fail'd being pre- 

ſcht at them. 85 „ 
Fusr. And while that happens, they will force 
any entertainment upon the town they pleaſe, in 
ipite of its teeth. [Gt of Common-Senſe xriſes.] 
Oons, and the devil, Madam! What's the mean- 
ing of this? You have left out a ſcene; was ever 
| tuch 
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1% | PASQUIN: 
fuch an abſurdity, as for your ghoſt to appear bes 


fore you are kilFd. | | 

GHosr. I aſk pardon, Sir, in the hurry of the 
battle I forgot to come and kill myſelf. 

Fusr. Well, let me wipe the flour off your face 
then; and now if you pleaſe rehearſe the ſcene ; 
take care you don't make this miſtake any more tho?; 
for it would inevitably damn the play, if you ſhould. 
Go to the corner of the ſcene, and come in as if you - 
had loſt che battle. OT OS” 
Q. C. S. Behold the ghoft of Common- Senſe ap- 

| pears. g | 

Fosr. *Sdeath, Madam, I tell you, you are no 
ghoſt, you are not kilPd. | | 
Q. C. S. Deſerted and forlorn, where ſhall 1 fly? 


The battle's loft, and ſo are all my friends. 


Enter a POET. 
Poxr. Madam, not fo, ſtill have you one friend 
„ 5 
Q. C. S. Why, what art thou? 
Poet. Madam, 1 am a poet. 5 
Q. C. S. Whoe'er thou art, if thou'rt a friend to 
— anyery, . | ; 


Know Common-Senfe diſclaims thee, 


Por. I have been damn'd 


Becauſe I was your foe, and yet 1 till 


Courted your friendſhip with my utmoſt art. 
Q. C. S. Fool, thou art damn'd becauſe thou 
didſt pretend 3 


Thyſelf my friend; for hadft thou boldly dar'd, 


Like Hurlothrombo, to deny me quite z 
Or like an opera or pantomime, 
Profeſs d the cauſe of Ignorance in publick, 
Thou mighr'ſt have mer with thy deſir'd fucceſs's 
But men can't bear even a pretence to me. 

PotT. Then take a ticket for my benefit night. 


2. 8. 


PASQUIN. 159 


Q.C.8 S. I will do more, for Common. Senſe will 


ſtay 


Quite from your houſe, ſo may you not be damw'd. | 


Por. Ha! OY 'thou? By my ſoul a better 
la ET 
Ne'er — upon a ſtage; but ſince you dare 
Contemn me thus, I'll | dedicate my play 
To Ignorance, and call her Common - Senſe: 
Ves, I will dreſs her in your pomp, and fwear 
That * knows more than all the world. 
Exit. 
Enter FIRE BRAND. 
Fin zs. Thanks to the Sun for this defir'd en- 
counter. 
C. S. Ob! Prieſt, alrs loſt; our forces are 
 o'erthrown, 
Some gaſping lie, but moſt are run away. 
Fixes. I knew it all before, and told you too 
The Sun has long been out of humour with you. 
IS S. Doſt thou then lay doin the Sun the 
faults 
of all thoſe cowards, who forſook my cauſe? 
Fixes, Thoſe cowards all were moſt religious 
men, 
And I beſeech thee, Sun, to ſhine upon them. 


Q. C. S. Oh impudence, and dar'ft thou to my 


face? 
FIR EB. Yes I dare more the Sun preſents 
| you this, | [ Stabs her. 
Which I his faithful meſſenger deliver. 


QC. S. Oh! Traitor, thou haſt murderd Com- 


mon- Senſe. 

Farewel vain world! to Ignorance I give thee, 

Her leaden ſceptre ſhall henceforward rule. 

Now, Prieſts, indulge'thy wild ambitious thoughts, 
Men ſhall embrace thy ſchemes, till thou haſt-drawn 
All worſhip from the Sun upon thyſelf : 
Henceforch all chings ſhall topſy-turyy turn; 


Phyſick 


— — 


iin 
ane 
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- Phyſick ſhall kill, and Law enſlave the world? EZ 


Git ſhall turn us and taſte Italian ſongs, 
While courtiers are ſtockjobbing in the city. 


Places, requiring learning and great parts, 
Henceforth ſhall all be huſled in a hat, 


And drawn by 1 men deficient in them both. 


Stateſmen -but oh! cold death will let me ſay 


No 1 you muſt gueſs & cætera. [¶ Dies. 


Fixes. She's gone, but ha! It may beſeem me ill 
T' appear her murderer; I'll therefore lay 
This dagger by her ſide, and that will be 


Sufficient evidence, with a little money, 
To make the coroner's inqueſt find ſelf- murder. 
I'll preach her funeral ſermon, and deplore 
Her loſs with tears, praiſe her with all _g art; 
Good Ignorance will ſtill believe it all. (Eat. 


Enter Queen IGNORANCE, &c. 


. Ion, Beat a retreat, the day is now our own, 


The powers of Common-Senſe are all deſtroy d; 


Thoſe that remain are fled away with her, 


I wiſh, Mr. Fuſtian, this ſpeech be common-ſenſe. 


SnepR. How the devil ſhould it, when ſhe's dead ? 
FusT. One would think ſo, when a cavil is made 
againſt the beſt thing in the whole play; and I would 
willingly part with any thing elſe bur thoſe.two lines. 
Hakr. Behold: where welt'ring in her blood ſhe 
lies. 


I wiſh, Sir, you would cut out that Line, or alter it 


if you pleaſe. 

FosT. That's another line that I won't part with z 
I would conſent to cut out any thing, bur the chief 
beauties of my play. 

Harri. Behold the bloody dagger by her nde, 
With which ſhe did the deed. 

. I6N. Twas nobly done 

I envy her her exit, and will pay 
All honours to her duſt, bear hence her body, 
And let her lie in ſtate in Goodman 8-fields. 


Enter 
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Meas, Madam, L come 1 WY a 1” BE: 
Court. * IIe = CHOI Kean 
' The great ſoclety that th ger en be 8 


Congratulate your victory, and requeſt 216907 * 
That firm alliance LEGS th: e BYE 5 
Between e Maje 7 455 Pes w oi 


of c certain conic, W 79 0 * 7 17 1 5 br 


77 70 qu, 
| 3 


Hor e chan are uſual in it; and a tooth gn 
Of elephant, full half an ineh tos long ,́, 1.47 
With turnpike ticket like an ancient fgiBffl 444,01 
2 15 | 9 7 gratefully, eck Ene 85 guntegug 
| 136 951 ik uA 
And ook? ms be kept with proper gare, on UNA 
Till ye do build a place moſt fit i hold. / 
Theſe precious toys: Tell your ſociety; met 150.1 
We ever did eſteem them of great worth, Hal). ©; 
And. our m friends: And al em 'tis quranb a- 
"aac enn Lc ll 28 1% d 5c! 
They do Prepare to dance a jig before pan 160647 * 
Exch Mer 
My Lords of Law and Phylick, Je Hal find... :, 
I will not be ungrateful yon e o oolidz 
To you, good Harlequin, and your allies, ; 
And you, Squeekaronelly, I will be 
A molt propitious queen But ha! 
|  [Mufick under the Rage: 
What hideous muſick, or what yell is this ? | 
Sure 'tis the ghoſt of ſome poor opera tune. 
SNEER. The ghoſt of a tune, Mr. Fuſtian ? 
Fusr. Ay, Sir, did you never hear one before? 
I had once a mind to have brought the apparition of 
muſick in pe ſon upon the ſtage, i in the ſhape of an 
Yor, III. M Engliſh 
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Engliſh opera. Come, Mr. Ghoſt of the Tune, if 
you pleaſe to appear in the ſound of ſoft muſick, 
and let the Ghof of Common-Senſe riſe to it. 
[G of Common-Senſe viſes to foft- Mufi ch. 
GnosT. Behold the Ghoſt of Common-Senſc 115 
* pears © 
Caitiffs ale or 1 will ſweep you off 
And clean the land from ſuch infernal vermin. 
Q. Ien. — ghoſt! a ghoſt ! Fa ghoſt ! haſte, ſeam- 
ly 
My friends; we've kill'd the body, and I Know 
The ghoſt will have no mercy upon us. 
One, A'ghoſt ! a ghoſt! a ghoſt! [Run of 
— GnosT. The coaſt is clear, "and to her native. 
realms _ | 
Pale Ignorance with all ber hoſt is fed; 
Whence ſhe will never dare invade us more: 
Here, tho? a ghoſt, Iwill my power maintain, 
And all the friends of Ignorance ſhall find, 
My ghoſt, at leaſt, they cannot baniſh hence. 
And all hen&forth,. who murder Common-Senſe, 
Learn from theſe ſcenes that tho' ſucceſs you. boaſt, 
You ſhall at laſt be haunted with her ghoſt. | 
Skztr. I am glad you make Cormier See get 
the berter at laſt; I was under terrible apprehenſions 
for your moral. 
Fus r. Faith, Sir, this is alaiolk the only play 
where ſhe has got the better lately. But now for my 
epilogue : ty 1925 22 to N Madam. 


E P J. 


EPI LOG Uu E. 


GHOST, 


of H E play once done, the Epilogue, by rule, 

Should come and turn it all to ridicule ; 

Should tell the ladies that the tragic-bards, 

Who prate of virtue and her vaſt rewards, 

Are all in jeſt, and only fools ſhould heed *em ; 

For all wiſe Women flock to Mother Needham. 

This is the method Epilogues purſue, 

But we to-night in every thing are new. 

Our author then in jeſt thro out the play, 

Now begs a ſerious word or two to ſay. 

Baniſh all childiſh entertainment hence; 

Let all that boaſt your favour have pretence, | 
1f not to ſparkling wit, at leaſt to ſenſe. 

With ſoft Italian notes indulge your ear, 

But let thoſe fingers, who are bought ſo dear, 

Learn to be civil for their cheer at leaſt , 

Nor uſe like beggars thoſe who give the feaſs. 

And ibo while Muſick for herſelf may carve, 

Poor Poetry, her ſiſter- art, muſt ſtarve ; 

Starve her, at leaſt with ſhew of approbation, | 


Nor flight her, while you ſearch the whole creatlon, 
For all the tumbling-ſcum of every nation, 


Can the whole World in ſcience match our ſoil ? 
Have they a LocKE, a NEWTON, ora BOYLE ? 
Or dare the greateſt genius of their ſtage, 
With SHAKESPEAR, or immortal BEN engage? 


Content with nature's bounty, do not crave 
Tye little which to other lands ſhe gave; 
Nor, like the cock, a barleycorn prefer 
To all the jewels which you owe to her. 
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TO THE | 
DEDICATION. 


S no man hath a more ſtern and inflex- 

- ible hatred to flattery than myſelf, it 
hath been uſual with me to ſend moſt of my 
erformances into the world without the orna- 
ment of thoſe epiſtolary prefaces, commonly 
called Dedications; a cuſtom however highly 
cenſured by my bookſeller, who afhrms it a 
moſt unchriſtian practice: a patron is, ſays he, 
a kind of godfather to a book, and a good 
author ought as carefully to provide a patron to 


| his works, as a good parent ſhould a godfather 


to his children: he carries this very far, and 
draws ſeveral reſemblances between thoſe two 
offices (for having, in the courſe of his trade 
with dramatick writers, purchaſed, at a mode- 
rate computation, the fee-{1mple of one hundred 
thouſand ſimilies, he is perhaps the moſt expert 
in their application, and moſt capable of ſhew- 
ing likeneſſes, in things utterly unlike, of any 
man living.) What, ſays he, does more ſervice 
to a book, or raiſes curioſity in the reader, equal 


with—Dedicated to his Grace the Duke of 
or the Right Honourable the Earl of—in an 


advertiſement ? I think the patron here may 
properly be ſaid to g d name to the book— 
"MM 4 and 
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and if he- gives a preſent alſo; what doth he 
leſs than a godfather ? which preſent, if the au- 
thor applies to his own uſe, what doth he 
other than the parent ? He proceeds to ſhew 
how a bookſeller is a kind of dry-nurſe to our 
works, with other inſtances which 1 ſhall omit, 
having already ſaid enough to prove the exact 
analogy between children and books, and of 
the method of providing for each; which I 
think affords a ſufficient precedent for throw- 
ing the following piece on the public, it having 
been uſual for ſeveral very prudent parents to 
* by their children in che lame manner. 
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HOPE you will pardon the preſumption of 


this Dedication, ſince I really did not know in 


what manner to apply for your leave; and ſince 1 


expect no preſent in return: (the reaſon I conceive, 
which firſt introduc'd the ceremony of aſking leave 
among Dedicators :) for ſurely it is ſomewhat ab- 
ſurd to aſk a man leave to flatter him; and he muſt 
be a very impudent or ſimple fellow, or both, who 
will give it. Aſking leave to dedicate, therefore, 
is aſking, whether you will pay for your Dedication? 
and in that ſenſe I believe it underſtood by both 
authors and patrons. RE | 

Bur farther, the very candid reception which you 
have given theſe pieces, pleads my excuſe. The 
leaſt civility to an author or his works, hath been 
held, time immemorial, a juſt title to a Dedication, 
which 1s perhaps no more than an honeſt return of 
flattery, and in this light I am certain no one ever 
had ſo great (I may call it) an obligation as myſelf, 
ſeeing that you have honoured this my performance 
with your preſence every night of its exhibition, 
where you have never failed ſhewing the greateſt de- 
light and approbation ; nor am I leſs oblig'd to you 
for thoſe elogiums which you have been heard in all 
places to—bur hold, I am afraid this is an inge- 
nious way which authors have diſcovered to convey 
inward flattery to themſelves, while outwardly they 
addreſs it to their patron: wherefore I * be 
IE ilent 
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filent on this head, having more reaſons to give why 
I choſe you to patronize theſe pieces: and, 
FigsT, The deſign with which they are writ ; for 


thoꝰ all dramatick entertainments are properly calcu- 


laced for the publick, yet theſe, I may affirm, more 


particularly belong to you: as your diverſion is not 


merely intended by them, their deſign being to con- 
vey ſome hints, which may, if you pleaſe, be of in- 


finite ſervice in the preſent ſtate of that theatrical 
world whereof they treat, and which 1s, I think, at 


preſent ſo far from flouriſhing as one could wiſh, 
chat I have with concern obſerved ſome ſteps lately 


taken, and others too juſtly apprehended, that may 


much endanger the conſtitution of the Britiſh theatre: 


for tho' Mr. be a very worthy man, and my 
very good friend, I cannot help thinking his man- 
ner of proceeding ſomewhat too arbitrary, and his 
method of buying actors at exorbitant prices to be 
of very ill conſequence: for the town muſt reimburſe 
him theſe expences, on which account thoſe advanced 

rices ſo much complained of, muſt be always con- 


tinued; which tho? the people in their preſent flou- 


riſning ſtate of trade and riches may very well pay, 

yet in worſe times (if ſuch can be ſuppoſed) I am 
afraid they may fall too heavy, the conſequence of 
which I need not mention, Moreover, ſhould any 
great genius produce a piece of moſt exquiſite con- 
trivance, and which would be highly reliſned by 
the publick, tho' perhaps not agreeable to his own 
taſte or private intereſt ; if he ſhould buy off the chief 

actors, ſuch play, however excellent, muſt be un- 
avoidably ſunk, and the publick loſe all the benefit 
thereof. Not to trouble the reader with more in- 
conveniencies ariſing from this Argumentum Argenta- 
rium, many of which are obvious enough——1 ſhall 
only obſerve, that corruption has the ſame influence 


on all ſocieties, all bodies, which it hath on corpo- 


real bodies, where we ſee it always produce an en- 


tire deſtruction and total change: for which reaſon, 
| whoever 
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whoever attempteth to introduce corruption into 
any community, doth much the ſame thing, and 
ought to be treated in much the ſame manner, with 
him who poiſoneth a fountain, in order to diſperſe a 
contagion, Which he is ſure every one will drink of. 

Tas laſt excuſe I ſhall make for this preſumption, 
is the neceſſity I have of ſo potent a patron to de- 
fend me from the iniquitous ſurmiſes of a certain 
anonymous dialogous author, who in the Gazet- 
teer of the 17th inſtant has repreſented The Hiſto- 
rical Regiſter as aiming, in conjunction with The 
Miller of Mansfield, the overthrow of the m y. 
If this ſuggeſtion had been inſerted in The Craftſ- 
man or Common: ſenſe, or any of thoſe papers which 
nobody reads, it might have paſt unanſwered; but 
as it appears in a paper of ſo general a reception as 

The Gazetteer, which lies in the window of almoſt 
every poſt-houſe in England, it behoves me, I 


think, in the moſt ſerious manner, to vindicate my- 


ſelf from aſperſions of ſo evil a tendency to my fu- 
ture proſpects. And here I muſt obſerve, that had 
not mankind been either very blind or very diſno- 
neſt, I need not have publickly informed them that, 
The Regiſter js a miniſterial pamphlet, calculated to 
infuſe' into the minds of the people a great opinion 
of their miniſtry, and thereby procure an employ- 
ment for the author, who has been often promiſed 
one, whenever he would write on that ſide. And, 


8 


Can any thing be plainer than the firſt Ala of 
the ode ? 
This is a“ day, in days of yore, 
Our fathers never ſaw before; 
This is a day *tis one to ten, 


Our ſons will never ſee again, 
. Plainly 


For day in the firſt and third line, you may read may, if you 
Runes | 
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Plainly intimating that ſuch times as theſe never 
were ſeen before, nor will ever be ſeen again; for 
which the preſent age are certainly obliged to their 
miniſtry. 
Wrar can be meant by the ſcene of politicians, 
bur to ridicule the abſurd and inadequate notions 
erſons among us, who have not the honour to 
568 them, have of the miniſtry and their meaſures: 
nay, I have put ſome ſentiments into the mouths of 
thele characters, which I was a little apprehenſive 
were too low even for a cohverſation at àn alehouſe 
I hope The Gazetteer will not find any re- 
ſemblance here, as I hope he will not make ſuch 
a compliment to any m y, as to ſuppoſe that 
| ſuch perſons have been ever capable of the aſſurance 
of aiming at being at the head of a great people, or 
to any nation, as to ſuſpect them ee living 
under ſuch an adminiſtration. 

Tas eagerneſs which theſe gentlemen expreſs at 
applying all manner of evil characters to their pa- 
trons, brings to my mind a ſtory I have ſomewhere 
read; as two gentlemen were walking the ſtreet 
together, the one ſaid to the other, apdy ſpying the 
figure of an aſs hung out Bob, Bob, look ; 
yonder, ſome impudent raſcal has chung out your 

icture on a ſignpoſt: The grave companion, who 
bed the misfortune to be extremely ſhort-ſighted, 
fell into a violent rage, and calling for the 09761 | 
of the houſe, threatened to proſecute him for expo- 
fing his features in that publick manner: The poor 
landlord, as you may well conceive, was extremely 
aſtoniſhed, and denied the fact; upon which the witty 
park, who had juſt mentioned the reſemblance, ap- 
peals to the Doll now aſſembled together, who ſoon 
imoked the jeſt, and agreed with him that the ſign 
was the exact picture of the gentleman: At laſt a 
good-natur'd man, taking compaſſion of the poor 
hgure, whom he ſaw the jeſt of the multitude, whiſ- 


pered | in his car; Sir, I ice your eyes are bad, and 
that 
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that your friend is a raſcal and, impoſes on you; the 
ſign hung out is the ſign of an aſs, nor will your 
picture be here unleſs you draw.it yourſelf, 
Bur I aſk pardon, for troubling the reader with 
an impertinent ſtory, which. can be apply'd only in 
the above-mentioned inſtance to my preſent ſubject. 
I proces in my defence to the ſcene of the pa- 
triots; a ſcene which I thought would have made 
my fortune, ſeeing that the favourue ſcheme of 
turning patriotiſm. into a jeſt is ſo induſtriouſly pur- 
ſued, and 1 will challenge all the miniſterial advo- 
cates, to ſhew me, in 5 whole bundle of their 
writings, one paſſage where falſe, patriatiſm (for J 
ſuppoſe they have not the impudence to mean any 
other) is ſet in a more contemptible and odious light 
than in the aforeſaid ſcene. I hope too it will be re- 
marked, that the politicians are repreſentedas'a ſet of 
blundering block heads, rather deſerving pity thanab- 
horrence, whereas the others are repreſented as a ſer 
of cunning ſelf-intereſted fellows, who for a little 
paltry bribe would give up the liberties and 1955 
orties of their country. Here 1s the danger, here 
s the rock on which our conſtitution muſt, if ever 
it does, ſplit. The liberties of a people have been 
ſubdued by the conqueſt of valour and force, and 
have been betrayed by the ſubtle and dexterous arts 
of refined policy, but theſe are rare inftances ; for 
geniuſes of this kind are not the growth of every age, 
whereas, if a general corruption be once introduced, 
and thoſe, who ſhould be the guardians and bul- 
warks of our liberty, once find, or think they find, 
an intereſt in giving it up, no great capacity will be 
required to deſtroy it: On the contrary, the meaneſt, 
loweſt, dirtieſt fellow, if ſuch a- one ſhould have 
ever the aſſurance in future ages to mimick power, 
and browbeat his betters, will be as able, as Ma- 
chiavel himſelf could have been, to root out the li- 

| bertics of the braveſt people.  _ i 
„ Bur 


4 
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Bur I am aware I ſhall be aſked, who is this 
Quidam, that turns the patriots into "ridicule, a 1 
bribes them out of their honeſty? Who but the 
devil could act ſuch a part? 15 not this the light 
wherein he is every where deſcribed in ſcripture, 
and the writings of our beſt divines? Gold hath 
been always his favourite bait, wherewith he fiſheth 
for ſinners; and his laughing at the poor wretches 
he ſeduceth, is as diabolical an attribute as any. In- 
deed it is ſo plain who is meant by this Quidam, 
that he who maketh any wrong application thereof 
might as well miſtake the name of T homas for 
John, or old Nick for old Bob. | 

I THINK I have ſaid enough to affure every im- 
partial perſon of my-innocence, againſt all malicious 
inſinuations; and farther to convince them that 1 
am a miniſterial writer, (an honour I am highly 
ambitious of attaining) I ſhall proceed now to ob- 
viate an opinion entertain'd by too many, that a cer- 
tain perſon is ſometimes the author, often the cor- 
rector of the preſs, and always the patron of the 
Gazetteer. To ſhew the folly of this ſuppoſition 
I ſhall only inſiſt, that all perſons, tho they ſhould 
not afford him any extraordinary genius, nor any 
(the leaft) raſte in polite literature, will grant me this 
Datum, that the ſaid certain perfon is a man of an 
ordinary capacity, and has a moderate ſhare of com- 
mon- ſenſe: Which, if allowed, I think it will follow, 
that it is impoſſible he ſhould either write or coun- 
renance a paper written, not only without the leaſt. 
glimmering of genius, the leaſt pretenſion to taſte, 
but in direct oppoſition to all common: ſenſe what- 
ever. If any one ſhould aſk me, How then is it car- 
ried on? I ſhall only anſwer with my politicians, I 
cannot tell, unleſs by the affiſtance of the old gentle- 
man juſt before mentioned, who would, I think, 
alone protect or patronize, as I think, indeed, he 
is the only perſon who could invent fome of the 


| ſchemes avowed in that ow 3 Which, if it does 
nod 
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not immediately diſappear, I do intend ſhortly to 
attempt conjuring it down, intending to publiſh a 
paper in defence of the m y againſt the wicked, 
malicious, and fly. infinuations conveyed in the faid 
#3 os | N A 
: You will excuſe a digreſſion ſo neceſſary to take 
off ſurmiſes, which may prove fo prejudicial to my 
fortune; which however, if I ſhould not be able to 
accompliſh, I hope you will make me ſome amends 
for what I ſuffer by endeavouring your entertain- 
ment. The very great indulgence you have ſhewn 
my performances at the little theatre theſe two laſt 
years, have encouraged me to the propoſal of a ſub- 
ſcription for carrying on that theatre, for beautify- 
ing and enlarging it, and procuring a better com- 
pany of actors. If you think proper to ſubſcribe to 
theſe propoſals, I aſſure you no labour ſhall be 
ſpared on my ide, to entertain you in a cheaper 
and better manner than ſeems to be the intention of 
any other. If nature hath given me any talents at 
ridiculing vice and impoſture, I ſhall not be indo- 
lent, nor afraid of exerting them, while the liberty 
of the preſs and ſtage ſubliſts, that is to ſay, while 
we have any liberty left among us. I am, to the 
Publick, | | D 5 5 
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Dramatis Perſonæ. 


MEN. 


er, 002 01 Mr. Sn 
SouRwir, Mr. Lacy. 
Lord Dayeyer,  ' Mr. WAS b. 
-GrounD-Ivy,; Mr. Jones. 
Hex, the Auctioneer, Mrs. ChaRK E. 
ArolLo's Baſtard Son. Mr. BAK ES. 8 
Pisrol., | + 1.5. ,, Mr. Days, 
QoDan, 7 MM. Srl. 


PoLITICIANS, = 
| ; . Mr. SMITH. f 
Mr. Machzx. 
| Mr. Topping. 
Mr: MachBN. 
Mr. PULLEN. | 
Mr. WooDBURN., 
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ParRiors, 


BANTER, MMI. Sr. 

DANGLE, Mr. LowTHER, 
WOMEN. 

Mrs. ScREEN, Mrs. Haywoop. 

Mrs. BAR TER, Miſs KAWER. 


Mrs. CHARKE. 
I Mrs. Haywoop. 
Lapits, Mrs. Lacy. 
| Miſs Joxxs. 


ProMPTER, ACTORS, &c. 
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Enter ſeveral PLAYERS. 


1ſt PLAYER. 


SCENE, the Playhouſe. 
R. Emphaſis, good-morrow, you are early 
at the rehearſal this morning. 


M Eur. Why, faith, Jack, our beer and 


beer fat but ill on my ſtomach, fo I got up to try if 
I could not walk it off. 
iſt PLay, I wiſh I had any thing in my ſtomach 
to walk off; if matters do not go better with us 
ſhortly, my teeth will forget their office. 
2d PLay. Theſe are poor times, indeed, not like 
the days of Paſquin. 
Iſt Pray. Oh! name 'em not! thoſe were glo- 
rious days indeed, the days of beef and punch; my 
friends, when come there ſuch again? 
2d Pray. Who knows what this new author may 
produce ? Faith I like my part very well. 
iſt PLay, Nay, if variety will pleaſe the town, I 
am ſure there is enough of it; but I could wiſh, 
methinks, the ſatire had been a little ſtronger, a Urtle 
lainer. 


.... 2d Pray, 
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2d Pl Av. Now I think it is plain enough. 

iſt PLA V. Hum! Ay, it is intelligible; but l 
wou'd have it downright ; *gad, I fancy I could write 
a Ling to ſucceed, myſelf. 

2d PLay. Ay, prithee, what ſubject wou'dſt thou 

write on? 

iſt PLA V. Why, no ſubject at all, Sir; but I 
would have a humming deal of ſatire, and I would 
repeat in every page, that courtiers are cheats and 
don't pay their debts, that lawyers are rogues, 
phyſicians blockheads, ſoldiers cowards, and mini- 
ſters 6 

2d Play. What, what, Sir? 

iſt PLay. Nay, PII only name em, that s enough 
to {et the audience a hooting. 

2d PLay. Zounds, Sir, here is wit enough for a 
whole play in one ſpeech. 

iſt PLay. For one play, why, Sir, it's all I . 
extracted out of above a dozen. 

2d PLay. Who have we here? 

1ſt PLay. Some gentlemen, I ſuppoſe, come to 
hear the rehearſal. 


Enter SOURWIT and Lord DAPPER. 


Lord Dar. Pray, gentlemen, don't you rehearſe 
the Hiſtorical Regiſter this morning? 

1ſt PLAv. Sir, we expect the author n mi- 
nute. 

Sour, What is this Hinten Regilter, is it a 
Tragedy? or a Comedy? 

iſt PLay. Upon my word, Sir, I can't tell. 

SOUR. Then I ſuppoſe you have no part in it. 

Iſt PLay. Yes, Sir, I have ſeveral, but —— 0, 
4b is the author himſelf, I "FOI he can tell, 

Ir. 


Sour. F aith, Sir, that's more than I ſuppoſe. 


Enter 
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8 Enter MEDLEY. © 
Mp. My Lord, your moſt obedient ſervant; 
this is a very great and unexpected favour indeed, 
my Lord. Mr. Sourwit, I kiſs your hands; I am 
very glad to ſee you here. ent 8 pens 

SouR. That's more than you may be by-and-by, 
peri.” VVV 

Lord Day. We are come to attend your rehearſal, 
Sir; Pray, when will it begin? 5 
Mp. This very inſtant, my Lord: gentlemen, 
beg you would be all ready, and let the prompter 
bring me ſome copies for theſe gentlemen. _ 

Sour. Mr. Medley, you know I am a plain 
ſpeaker, ſo you will excuſe any liberties I take. _ 

Mer. Dear Sir, you can't oblige me more. 

Sous. Then I muſt tell you, Sir, I am a little 
ſtagger'd at the name of your piece; doubtleſs, Sir, 
you know the rules of writing, and I can't gueſs 
how you can bring the actions of a whole year into 
the circumference of four and twenty hours. : 

Mp. Sir, I have ſeveral anſwers to make to your 
objection ; in the firſt place, my piece is not of a na- 
ture confin'd to any rules, as being avowedly irregu- 
lar, but if it was otherwiſe, I think I could quote 
you pretedents of plays that negle& them; beſides, 
Sir, if I compriſe the whole actions of a year in 
half an hour, will you blame me, or thoſe who 
have done ſo little in that time? My Regiſter is not 
to be fill'd like thoſe of vulgar news writers, with 
traſh for want of news, and therefore if I ſay little 
or nothing, you may thank thoſe who have done, 
little or nothing. e e 

Enter PROMT E R with Books. 
Oh! here are my books. e 

SouR. In print already, Mr. Medley? 

MED. Yes, Sir, it is the ſafeſt way, for if a man 
ſtays till he is damn'd, it is poſſible he never may 

2 ger 


150 THE HISTORICAL REGISTER. 
get into print at all; the town is capricious, for 
which reaſon, always print as faſt as you write, that 
if they damn your play, they may not damn your 
copy too. 

Sour. Well, Sir, and pray what 1s your deſign, 
your plot? 

Mp. Why, Sir, I have ſeveral plots, ſome pretty 
deep, and ſome but ſhallow. | 

Sous. I hope, Sir, they all conduce to the main 
deſign. 

Mev. Yes, Sir, they do. 

Sour. Pray, Sir, what is that? 

Mxp. To divert the town, and bring full houſes. 

Sour. Pſhaw! you miſunderſtand me, I mean 
what is your moral, your, your, your 

Mp. Oh! Sir, I comprehend you Why, 
Sir, my deſign is to ridicule the vicious and fooliſly 
cuſtoms of the age, and that in a fair manner, with- 
out fear, favour, or ill-nature, and without ſcurri- 
lity, il. manners, or common: place; I hope to expoſe 
the reigning follies in ſuch a manner, that men mall 
laugh t xemſelves out of them before oy feel that 
they are touch'd. 

Souk. But what thread or connexion can you have 
in this hiftory ? For inſtance, how is your political 
connected with your theatrical ? 

Men. O very eafily—When my politicks come 
to a farce, they very naturally lead me to the play- 
houſe, where, let me tell you, there are ſome poli- 
ticians too, where there is lying, flattering, diſſem- 
bling, promiſing, deceiving, and amt, as 
well as in any court in Chriſtendom. 


Enter a PLAYER. 
Pray. Won't you begin your rehearſal, Sir? 
Map. Ay, ay, with all my heart, is the muſick 
ready for the prologue ? 


Souk. Muſick for the prologue! 
Mes. 


- 
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Mev. Ay, Sir, I intend to have every thing new; 
I had rather be the author of my own dulneſs than 
the publiſher of other men's wit; and really, Mr. 
Sourwit, the ſubjects for prologues are utterly ex- 
hauſted : I think the general method has been ei- 
ther to frighten the audience with the author's repu- 
tation, or to flatter them to give their applauſe, or to 
beſeech them to it, and that in a manner that will 
ſerve for every play alike: now, Sir, my prologue 
will ſerve for no play but my own, and to that think 
nothing can be better adapted, for as mine is the 
hiſtory of the year, what can be a properer prologue 
than an Ode to the New Year ? 

Sous. An Ode to the New Year? 

Mbp. Yes, Sir, an Ode to the New Year—Come, 
begin, begin. 


Enter PROMPTER. 
| Prop. Sir, the prologue is ready. 
Sous. Dear Medley, let me hear you read it, poſ- | 
ſibly it may be ſung fo fine I may not underſtand a _ 


word of it. 
Mev. Sir, you can't oblige me more. 


0 p E d the NEW YEAR. 


This is a day, in days of yore, 
Our fathers never ſaw before : _ 
This is a day, lis one to ten, 
Our ſons will never ſee again. 
Then ſing the day, 
And ſing the ſong, 
And thus be merry, 
All day long. 
This is the pk , 
And that's the night, 
When the ſun ſhall be gay, 
And the moon ſhall be bright. 
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T he ſun ſhall riſe, 
K 
The moon fhall go, 
All down 2 5 
Then ſing the day, 
And ſing the ſong, 
And thus be merry 
All day long. 


Ay; ay, come on, and fing it away. 


=/ 


Enter SINGER 8. who F ing the Ole. 


Mep. There, Sir, there's the very quinteſſence 
and cream of all the odes I have ſeen for ſeveral years 
laſt paſt. 

Sour. Ay, Sir, thought you would not be the 
publiſher of another man's wit? 

Mp. No more I an't, Sir, for the devil of any 
wit did. Jever ſee in any of them. 

Sour. Oh! your moſt humble ſervant, Sir. 

Mp. Yours, Sir, yours; now for my play, 
Prompter, are the politicians all ready at the table? 

PROMp. F'll go and ſee, Si. Exit. 

Mp. My firſt ſcene, Mr. Sourwit, lies in the 
iſland of Corſica, being at preſent the chief ſcene of 
politicks of all Europe. wo 


Enter PROMPTER. 


Promy. Sir, they are ready. 
Mep. Then draw the ſcene, and diſcover them, 


SCENE dratos, and diſcovers five PoLiTiClans 


ſitting at a Table, 


Sour. Here's a miſtake in the print, Mr. Med- 
ley, I obſerve the ſecond PRs is the firſt 12 9 
who peaks. 

Map. 
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Mev. Sir, my firſt and greateſt politician never 
| ſpeaks at all, he is a very deep man, by which, you 
will obſerve, I convey this moral, that the chief art 
of a politician is to keep a ſecret. 
SOUR. ADE wp his politics a ſecret, I ſuppoſe 
you mean. 
Mxyp. Come, Sir, begin. 
2d PoLiT. Is King Theodore return'd yet? 
3d Polit. No. | 
2d Por Ir. When will he return? ? 
3d PorLtr. I cannot tell. 
Sovs. This politician ſeems to me to know very 
little of the matter. 
Mp. Zounds, Sir, would you have him a pro- 
het as well as a politician? You ſee, Sir, he knows 
what's paſt, and that's all he ought to know; blood, 
Sir, would it be in the character of a politician to 
make him a conjurer? Go on, gentlemen: pray, 
Sir, don't interrupt their 2 for they are of 
great conſequence. 
2d Pol. ir. Theſe mighty preparations of the Turks 
are certainly deſign d againſt ſome place or other: 
now, the queſtion is, What place they are deſign'd 
againſt? And that IS a JOY which I cannot 


anſwer. 
3d PoLITr. But it behoves us to be upon our 


guard. 

4th Pol Ir. It does, and the reaſon is, becauſe we 
| know nothing of the matter. 

2d Pol 1. You ſay right, it is eaſy for a man to 
guard againſt dangers which he knows of, but to 
guard againſt dangers which no body knows of, re- 
quires a very great politician. 

. Now, Sir, I ſuppoſe you think that no 
| body knows any thing. 
Sou. Faith, Sir, it appears ſo. 

Mxp. Ay, Sir, but there is one who knows, that 
little gentleman, yonder in the chair, who ſays no- 


thing, knows it all. | 
N 4 Sou. 
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 Sovr. But how do. you intend to convey” this 
knowledge to the audience ? 

Map. Sir, they can read it in his looks; blood, 
Sir, muſt not a polititian be thought a wiſe man 
without his giving inſtances of his wiſdom ? 

5th PoL Ir. Hang foreign affairs, let us apply Our« 
ves to money. 

 Owtnzs. Ay, ay, ay. 

Mep. Gentlemen, that over again—and be Gare 
to ſnatch haſtily at the money; you're pretty politi- 
cians truly. 

gth PoLIr. Hang foreign air let us apply our- 
ſelves to money. 

— Omnes. Ay, ay, ay. 

2d Pol Ir. All we he to a relating to mo- 
ney, is how we ſhall get it. 

3d Porir. I think we ought firſt to andi 
whether there is any to be got, which, if there be, 
I do readily agree that the next. * is how to 
come at it. 

OuNES. Hum. 

| Sour. Pray, Sir, what are theſe gentlemen in 
Corſica? 

Mep. Why, Sir, they are the ableſt hrads 1 in the 
kingdom, and conſequently the greateſt men; for 
you may be ſure all welregulated goyernments, as I 
repreſent this of Corſica to be, will employ in their 
greateſt poſts men of the greateſt capacity. 

2d Por ir. I have conlader'd the matter, and I find 

it muſt be by a tax. 

3d Pol ir. I thought of that, and was conſider- 
ing what was not tax'd already. 

2d Porr. Learning e we put a tax upon 
learning. 

3d Polit. Learning, it js.true, is a 8 com- 
modity, but I think we had better lay it on ignorance, 
for learning being the property but of a very few, and 
thoſe poor ones too, I am afraid we can get little 
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among them; whereas ignorance will take in moſt : 
of the great fortunes in the kingdom. | 

OmMNES. Ay, ay, ay. [Exeunt Palinicinns. 

Sous, Faith, it's very eren in tele gentlemen 
to tax themfelyay ſo readily... - 

MszDp. Ay, and very wile too, to prevent the peo- 
ple's grumbling, and they will have it all among 
themſelves. 

Sour. But what is become of the politicians ? 

Mz», They are gone, Sir, they're gone; they 
have finiſh'd the buſineſs they met about, which was 
to agree on a tax, that being done—they are gone to 
raiſe it; and this, Sir, is the full account of the 
whole hiſtory of Europe, as far as we know of it, 
compriz'd in one ſcene. 

Sour, The devil it is! Why, you have not men- 
tion'd one word of France, or Spain, or the Em- 

ror. 

Mz». No, Sir, I turn thoſe over to the next 
year, by which time, we may poſſibly know ſome- 
thing what they are about; at preſent our advices 
are ſo very uncertain, I know not what to depend 
on ; but come, Sir, now you ſhall have a council of 
ladies. 

Sou. Does this Gio lie in Corſica too? 

Mzep. No, no, this lies in London—You know, 
Sir, it would not have been quite ſo proper to have 
brought Engliſh politicians (of the male kind I mean) 
on the ſtage, becauſe our politicks are not quite ſo 
famous ; but in female politicians, to the honour of 
my countrywomen I ſay it, I believe no country can 
excel us; come, draw the ſcene, and diſcover the 
ladies. 

Prome. Sir, they are not here; one of them is 
Practiſing above ſtairs with a dancing-maſter, and I 
can't get her down. 

Mev. Pl fetch 'em, I warrant you. [ Exit. 

Sour. Well, my Lord, what does your lordſhip 
think of what you have ſeen ? 

Lord 
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Lord Day. Faith, Sir, I did not obſerve | it; but 
it's damn'd ſtuff, I am ſure. 

Sov. I think fo, and I hope your lordſhip will 
not encourage it. They are ſuch men as your lord- 
ſhip, who muſt reform the age; if perſons of your 
exquiſite and refined taſte will give a ſanction to po- 
liter entertainments, the town will ſoon be aſham'd 
of laughing at what they do now. 

Lord Dae. Really, this is a very bad houſe. 

SouR. It is not indeed ſo large as the 2 but 
I think one hears better in it. 
Lord Day, Pox of hearing, one can't ſee 
one's ſelf I mean; here are no looking glaſſes, I love 
Lincoln's-Inn-Fields for that reaſon better than any 
houſe in town, | 

Sour. Very true, my Lord, but I wiſh your 
lordſhip would think it worth your conſideration, 
as the morals of a people depend, as has been ſo often 
and well prov'd, entirely on their publick diverſions, 
it would be of great conſequence that thoſe of the 
ſublimeſt kind ſhould meet with your lordſhip's and 


the reſt of the nobility's countenance. 


Lord Dae. Mr. Sourwit, I am always ready to 
give my countenance to any thing of that kind, 
which might bring the beſt company together; for 
as one does not go to ſee the play but the com- 
pany, I think that's chiefly to be conſider'd, and 
therefore I am always ready to countenance good 


plays. 
Sour. No one is a better judge what 1s fo than 


gov] lordſhip. 
Lord Dae. Not I, indeed; Mr. Sourwit——but 
as I am one half of the play in the Green-room 
talking to the actreſſes, and the other half in the 
boxes talking to the women of quality, I have an 
opportunity of ſeeing ſomething of the play, and 
perhaps may be as good a judge as another. 


Enter 
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Euter MEDLEY. 


| May. My Lord, the ladies cannot begin yet, if 
your lordfhip will honour me in the Green-room, 
there you will find it pleaſanter than K 8 chis cold = 


ſtage. 
Lord Dae. With all my heart— —Come, Mr. 
Sourwit. „„ 
Sou. I attend your Jordfhip. |  [Exeunt. 


PRO. Thou art a ſweet judge of * indeed! 
and yet it is in the power of ſuch ſparks as theſe 
to damn an honeſt fellow, both in his 00 and re- 
Far „% ĩͤ ꝙ R Exit. 


A. = 8 E * E "I; 


* MEDLEY, Lord DAPPER, SOUR- 
WIT and PROMPTER, 1 


MzEDILE V. 


O MME, draw the ſcene, and diſcover. tie ladies 
in Council; pray, my Lord, fit. NA 
| [The ſcene draws and diſcovers four Ladies, 
8 What are theſe ladies aſſembled about? 
Mev. Affairs of great importance, as you will 
ſee Pleaſe to begin all of you. 
* by [The Lakas all ſpeak together. 
eko Was you at the opera, Madam, laſt 
nig [8 
; 2 bann Who can miſs an opera while E arinello 
ays ? 
3 Lapy. Sure he's the charmingeſt creature. 
5 Lapr. He's every thing 1 in the world one could 
Wl | 
1 LADY. Almoſt every thing one „ wiſh, 
2 Lapy. They ſay t chere 8 a lady! in the city has a 
child by him, 
All 
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All LADIES. Ha, ha, ha! 
1 Lapy. Well, it muſt be channing to have a 


child by him. 


3 Lapy. Madam, I met a lady in a vie che 
other day with three. 

All Lapits. All Farinello's. 

3 Lavy. All Farinello's, all in wax, 

1 LADY. O Gemini! Who makes them, gh! fnd 
and beſpeak half a dozen to-morrow morning. 

2 Lapy. I'll have as many as I can cram into a 
coach with me. 

Sous. Mr. Medley, Sir, is this hiſtory ? this muſt 
be invention. 

Mep. Upon my word, Sir, it's fact, and I take 
it to be the moſt extraordinary accident that has 
happen'd in the whole year, and as well worth re- 


cording, Faith, Sir, let me tell you, I take it to 


be ominous, for if we go on to improve in luxury, 
effeminacy and debauchery, as we have done late- 
ly, the next age, for aught I know, may be more 
like the children of ſqueaking Italians than hardy 
Britons. 

All Lavizs. Don't interrupt us, dear Sir. | 
1 Lapy, What mighty Prom company they muſt 
. 
2 Labr. Oh, the prettieſt company in the world. 

3 LApv. If one could but teach them to ſing like 
their fatner.. 

4 Eavy. I am afraid: my huſband won't let me 
keep them, for he hates I ſhou'd be fond of any thing 
but himſelf. 

All Lap1ts. O the unreafomable creature! 

1 Lapy. If my huſband was to make any objec- 
tion to my having/*em, I'd run e on him, and 


take the dear babies with me. 


Mxp. Come, enter beau Dangle. 


Enter DAN OGL E. 


"Pata. Fy upon it, Ladies, what are you bers 
ere 
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here? Why are not you at the auction? Mr. Hen 
has been in the pulpit this half-hour. 

1 Lady. Oh, dear Mr. Hen, I afk his pats 
I never miſs him, f 

2 Layy, What's to be ſold to- day! ? | 

1 Lapy. Oh, I never mind that; there will * 
all the world there. | 

Dans. You'll find it almoſt impoſlible to get in. 

All LADIES. Oh! I ſhall be quite miſerable if J 
don't get in. 

Dans. Then you muſt not loſe a moment. 

All LAniks. O! not a moment for the world. 

[ Exennt Ladies. 
 Mep. There they are gone. 

Sour. I am glad on't with all my heart. 

Lord Dar. 6 758 my word, Mr. Medley, that 
laſt is an exceeding good ſcene, and full of a great 
deal of politeneſs, good ſenſe, and philoſophy. 
Mp. It's nature, my Lord, it's nature. 

Sou. Faith, Sir, the ladies are much oblig d to 

ou. 

: Mp. Faith, Sir, it's more 3 I deſire ſuch 
ladies, as I repreſent here, ſhou'd be; as for the 
nobler part of the ſex, for whom J have the greateſt 
honour, their characters can be no better ſet off, 
than by ridiculing that light, trifling, giddy-headed 
crew, who are a ſcandal to their on ſex, and a 
curſe on ours. 

PR OM. Gentlemen, you muſt make room, for 
the curtain muſt be let down, to prepare the auc- 
tion- room. = 

Mp. My Lord, I believe you will be beſt be- 
fore the curtain, for we have bur little room behind, | 
ang a great deal to do. 

Sous. Upon my word, Mr. Medley, I muſt aſk 
you the ſame queſtion which one of your ladies did 
juſt now; what do you intend to ſell at this auction, 


the whole ſtock in trade of fame milliner or mercer 
who has left off buſineſs. 


MED. 
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. Mev. Sir J intend to ſell ſuch things as were ne⸗ 
ver fold in any auction before, nor ever will again: 
I can aſſure you, Mr. Sourwit, this ſcene, which I 
look on as the beſt in the whole performance, will 
require a very deep attention; Sir, if you ſhould 
take one pinch of ſnuff during the 445 ſcene, 
you will loſe a joke by it, and yet they lie pretty 
deep too, and may eſcape obſervation from a mo- 
derate underſtanding, unleſs very cloſely attended 
fo. ER * 
Souk. I hope, however, they don't lie as deep 
as the dumb gentleman's politicks did in the firſt 
act; if ſo, nothing but an inſpir'd underſtanding can 
come at em. 5 5 
Mz. Sir, this ſcene is writ in allegory, and tho 
I have endeavour'd to make it as plain as poſſible; 
yet all allegory will require a ſtrict attention to be 
Sir. 5 
Prome. Sir, every thing is ready. 
Mp. Then draw up the curtain 
enter Mrs. Screen, and Mrs. Barter. 
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Come, 


The AUCTION. 


E N E, an Aufion-Room, a Pulpit and Forms 
placd, and ſeveral people walking about, ſome ſeated 
near the Pulpit, | 


Enter Mrs. SCREEN and Mrs. BARTER. 


Mrs. ScxEEN. Dear Mrs. Barter. 
Mrs. BaR T. Dear Madam, you are early to-day? 
Mrs. ScREEN. Ob, if one does not get near the 
pulpit, one does nothing, and I intend to buy a 
great deal to-day; I believe I ſhall buy the whole 
auction, at leaſt if things go cheap; you won't bid 
againſt me? | | 
Mrs. BAR T. You know I never bid for any thing ? 
: Enter 
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Enter BANTER and DANGLE. 


BANT. That“ s true, Mrs. Barter, T'll be your evi- 
dence. | 
Mrs. Scazzn. Are you come? now 1 ſuppoſe we 
ſhall have fine bidding; I don't expect to buy 
cheaper than at a ſhop. . 

BanT. That's unkind, Mes. Screen, you 8 
I never bid againſt you; it would be cruel to bid 
againſt a lady who frequents auctions, only with a 
deſign one day or other to make one great auction of 
her own: No, no, I will not prevent the filling your 
warehouſe; I aſſure you, I bid againſt no haberdaſh- 
ers of all wares. 

Mrs. BAR T. You are a 1 ** civil perſon, truly. 

BANT. You need not take up the cudgels, Madam, 
who are of no more conſequence at an auction, than 
a mayor at a ſeſſions; you only come here where you 
have nothing to do, to ſhew people you have nothing 
to do any where elſe. 

Mrs. Bakr. I don't come to ſay rude things to all 
the world, as you do. 

BanT. No, the world may thank heaven, that. 

did not give you wit enough to do that. 
Mrs. ScREEN. Let him alone, he will have his 
jeſt. 
: Mrs. Bakr. You don't think I mind him, I hope; 
but pray, Sir, of what great uſe is your friend Mr. 
Dangle, here? 

BanT. Oh, he is of very great uſe to all women 
of underſtanding; 

Dax. Ay! of what uſe am I, pray? 

BAN T. To keep 'em at home, that they may not 
hear the filly things you fay to em. | 
Mrs. Scrzen. I hope, Mr. Banter, you will not 
baniſh all people from places where they are of no 
conſequence ; you will allow *em to go to an afſem- 
bly, or a maſquerade, without either playing, dan- 
Ging or intriguing; you will let people go to an opera 

without 
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without any ear, to a play without any taſte, and to 
a x church without any 8 2 2 


Enter M r. HEN AuBioner ( 1 ) 


Mrs: SCREEN. Oh! dear Mr. Hen, I am glad you 
are come, you are horrible late to-day, 

Hz. Madam, I am juſt mounting the pulpit; I 
hope you like the catalogue, ladies ? 

Mrs, SCREEN. There are ſome good things here, 

f you are not too dilatory with your hammer. 
Bar. Boy, give me a catalogue. 

Hen. [in the Pulpit.) J dare ſwear, Gen 
and Ladies, this auction will give general ſatisfac- 
tion; it is the firſt of its kind which J ever had the 
honour to exhibit, and I believe I may challenge the 
world to produce ſome of the curioſities which this 
choice cabinet contains: A catalogue of curioſities 
which were collected by the indefatigable pains of 
that celebrated virtuoſo, Peter Humdrum, Eſq; 
which will be ſold by auction, by Chriſtopher Hen, 

on Monday, the 21ſt day of March, beginning at 
lot 1. Gentlemen and Ladies, this is or 1. A molt 
curious remnant of Political Honeſty. Who puts 
It up, Gentlemen? It will make you a very good 
cloke, you ſee it's both ſides alike, ſo you may turn 
it as often as you will- Come, five pounds for 
this curious remnant: J aſſure you, ſeveral great 
men have made their birthday ſuits out of the ſame 
piece It will wear for ever, and never be the 
worſe WM wearing Five pounds is bid 
nobody more than five pounds for this curious piece 
of Political Honeſty, five pound, no more 
[knocks] Lord Both-Sides. Lot 2, a moſt delicate 
piece of Patriotiſm, Gentlemen, who bids *? ten 
pounds for this piece of Patriotiſm? 

1 Court, I would not wear it for a thoufand 

pound. 

* Sir, I aſſure you, ſeveral gentlemen at 

court 
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court have worn the ſame; it's quite a different thing 
within to what it is without. 

1 CourT. Sir, it is prohibited goods, I ſhan't 
run the riſque of Fels brought into Weſtminſter- 
hall for wearing it. 

HN. Lou take it for bes Old e whereas 
it is indeed like that in nothing but the cut; but alas! 
Sir, there is a gfeat difference in the ſtuff; But, Sir, I 
don't propoſe this for a town-ſuir, this is only pro- 
per for the country; conſider, Gentlemen, what a 
figure this will make at an election Come, 
five pound One guinea put Patriotiſm by. 

BAN T. Ay, put it by, one day or other it may be 
in faſhion. 

HEN. Lot 3. Three grains of Modeſty: Come, 
Ladies, conſider how ſcarce this valuable commo- 
dity is. | 
2 SCREEN. Tes, and out Io” 1 too, Mr. 
Hen 

Hex. I aſk your pardon, Madam, it is true F Naeh 
I aſſure you, and never changes colour on any ac- 
count. Half a crown for all this Modeſty- 
Is there not one 2 in the room Who wants any 
Modeſty ? 

1.Lavy. Pray, Sir, what is it, for I can t ſee It 
at this diſtance. | | 

Hen, It cannot be ſeen at any diſtance, Madam, 
but it is a beautiful powder which makes a fine waſh 
for the complexion. 

Mrs. SckEEN. I thought you ſaid it was true 
French, and wou'd not change the colour of the 
{kin ? 

Hen. No, it wil not, Madam; but it ſerves 
mighty well to bluſh behind a Fan with, or to wear 
under a lady's maſk at a maſquerade What, no 
body bid—— Well, lay Modeſty alide Lot 4. 
One bottle of Courage, formerly in the poſſeſſion of 
lieutenant-colonel Ezekiel Pipkin, citizen, alderman 
and taWowchandler—— What, is there no officer of 

Vol. III. O e 
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the train*d-bands here? Or it will ſerve an officer 
of the army as well in time of peace, nay even-in 
war, Gentlemen it will ſerve all of you who ſell 
out ? 5 

1 Orr. Is the late whole? | is there no erckd in ie? 

Hew. None, Sir, I affure you; tho? it has been 
in many engagements in Tothill-fields ; nay it has 
ſerv'd a campaign or two in. Hide-park, ſince the 
alderman's death——it will never waſte while you 
ſtay at home, but it evaporates immediately if carried 
abroad. 

1 Ore. Damn me, I don't want it; but a man 
can't have too much Courage Three mhillings 
for it. 

Hex. Three ſhillings are big for this bottle of 
Courage. 

I Beav. Four. 

BaN T. What do you bid for Courage for? 

1 BRE Au. Not for myſelf, but I have a commiſſion 
to buy it for a lady. | 


1 Orr. Five. 
Hex. Five ſhillings, foe Willing for all this 


Courage; no "ax more than five ſhillings? [Fnocks.] 
your name, Sir? 

x Orr. Mackdonald O Thunder. 

HEN. Lot 5, and lot 6. All the Wit lately TY 
longing to Mr. Hugh Pantomime, compoſer of en- 
rertainments for the playhouſes, and Mr. William 
Gooſequil, compoſer of political papers in defence 
of a miniſtry ; ſhall I put up theſe together? 

k BanT. Ay, it is a pity to part them, where are 
they ? 

fide Sir, in the next room, where any gentleman 
may fee them, but they are too heavy to bring in; 

there are near three hundred volumes in folio; 

BaxT. Put them by, who the devil would bid 
for them unleſs he was the manager of ſome houſe 
or other? The town has paid enough for their works 


already. 
5 Hex, 
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Hxx. Lot 7. A very clear Conſcience, wich hoy 
been worn by a judge, and a biſhop. | 

Mrs. SCREEN, Is it as clean as if it was new-?.. 

Hen. Yes, no dirt will ſtick to it, and pray ob- 
ſerve how capacious it is; it has one particular qua- 
lity, put as much as you will into it, it is never full: 
Come, Gentlemen, don't be afraid to bid for this, 
for whoever has it will never be Pate, 

_ Beau. One ſhilling for it. 

Hen. O fy, Sir, I am ſure you want it, for if 
you had any Conſcience, you would put it up at 
more than Sat Come, fifty pond for this Con- 
ſcience. 

Bax r. I'll give fifty pound to get rid of my Con- 
ſcience with all my heart. 

HEN. Well, Gentlemen, I "= you are elch d 
not to bid for it, ſo III lay it by: Come, lot 8. a 
very conſiderable quantity of Intereſt at Court; 
Come, a hundred pound for this Intereſt at Court. 

OMNES. For me, Mr. HEN? | 

Hen. A hundred pound is bid i. in a hundred places, 
Gentlemen. 

BE AU. Two hundred pound. 

Hen. Two hundred pound, two 3 — 
fifty, three hundred pound, three hundred and fifty, 
four hundred, five hundred, ſix hundred, a thou- 
land; a thouſand pound is bid, Gentlemen, no body 
more than a thouſand pounds for this Intereſt at 
Court; no body more than one thouſand : ? [ knocks. ] 
Mr. Littlewit. 

BaxT. Damn me, I know a ſhop where I can 
buy it for less. 

Lord Dae. Egad, you ack me in, Mr. Medley, 
I could not help bidding for it. 

Mev. It's a ſure ſign it's nature, my Lord, and 
I ſhould not be ſurpriz d to ſee the whole audience 
ſtand up and bid for it too. 

Hen, All the Cardinal Virtues, lot 9. Come, 


Gentlemen, put in theſe Cardinal Virtues, _ 
92 GENT. 
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Gtr. Eighteen pence. | 

Hen. Eighteen pence is bid for: theſe Cardinal 
Virtues; no body more than eighteen pence? Eigh- 
teen pyiice for all theſe Cardinal Virtues, no body 
more? All theſe Virtues, Gentlemen are going for 
eighteen pence; perhaps there is not ſo much more 
Virtue in the world, as here is, and all going for 
eighteen 8 [Knocks.] Your name, Sir? 

Gen. Sir, here's a miſtake; I thought you had 
ſaid a Cardinal's Virtues ; *ſblood, Sir, I thought to 
have bought a pennyworth ; here's Temperance and 
Chaſtity, end a pack of ſtuff that I would not give 
three farchings for ? | 

HEN. Well, lay 'em by: Lot 10, and os 11. a 

reat deal of Wit, and a little Common-Senſe. 

BanT. Why do you put up theſe together? they 
have no relation to each other, f 

HEN. Well, the Senſe by itſelf; then lot 10. a 
little Common-Senſe 1 aſſure you, Gentlemen, 
this is a very valuable commodity: e who puts 
it in? o 
Mev. You obſerve as valuable as it is, no body 
bids ; I take this, if I may ſpeak in the ſtile of a great 
writer, to be a moſt emphatical ſilence; you ſee, Mr. 
Sourwit, no one ſpeaks againſt this lot, and the rea- 
ſon no body bids tor 1 it, is becauſe every one thinks 
he has it. 

Hr. Lay it by, Pl Nang it myſelf; lot 12. 

[Drum beats, 


Sour. Hey-day ! What's to be done now, Mr. 


Medley? 
MEv. Now, Sir, the ſport begins. 


Enter a Gentleman laughing. [Huzza within. 


BanT. What's the matter? 

Gent. There's a ſight without would kill all 
mankind with laughing: Piſtol is run mad, and thinks 
himſelf a great man, and he's marching thro” the 
1 5 with a drum and fiddles. 


Baur. 


5 
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BAN r. Pleaſe heaven, III go and ſee this ſight. 
| Exit. 
Ou Es. And ſo will I. [Zxeunt. 
He v. Nay, if every one elſe goes: I 9 t know 
why I ſhould (tay behind. 
Lord Day. Mr. Sourwit, we'll go too. 
Mp. If your lordſhip: will have but a little pa- 
tience *till the ſcene be chang d, you ſhall ſee him on 
the ſtage. 
Sou. Is not this jeſt a little overacted | NS 
Mep. I warrant, we don't overact him half fo 
much as he does his parts; tho? *tis not ſo much his 
acting capacity which I intend to exhibit as his mi- 
niſterial. 
Souk. His miniſterial. lot if 
Mp. Yes, Sir, you may remember I told you 
before my rehearſal, that there was a ſtrict reſem- 
blance between the ſtates political and theatrical; 
there is a miniſtry in the latter as well as the for- 
mer, and I believe as weak a miniſtry: as any, poor 
kingdom could ever boaſt of; parts are given in the 
latter to actors, with much the ſame regard to ca- 
pacity as places in the former have ſometimes. been, 
in former ages I mean; and tho* the publick damn 
both, yet while they both receive their pay, they 
laugh at the 8 behind the ſcenes; and if one 
conliders the plays that come from one part, and the 
writings from the other, one would be apt to think 
the ſame authors were retain'd in both: But, come, 
change the ſcene into the ſtreet, and then enter 
Piſtol cum ſuis ———— Hitherto, Mr. Sourwit, as 
we have had 4 to do with inferior characters, ſuch 
as beaux and tailors, and ſo forth, we have dealt in 
the proſaick; now we are going to introduce a more 
conſiderable perſon, our muſe will riſe in her ſtile: 
Now, Sir, for a taſte of the ſublime; come, enter, 


Piſtol. [Drum beats and * play. 


9 . Enter 
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Enter PIS TOL and Mob. 


Prsr. Aſſociates, brethren, countrymen and friends, 
Partakers with us in this glorious enterprize, 
Which for our conſort we have undertaken; + 
It grieves us much, yes by the gods it does! 

That we whoſe great ability and parts 
Have rais'd us to this pinacle of power, 
Entitling us prime miniſter theatrical; 
That we ſhou'd with an upſtart of the ſtage 
Contend ſucceſsleſs on our conſort's fide; 
But tho? by juſt hereditary right 


We claim a lawleſs power, yet for ſome reaſons, 


Which to ourſelf we keep as yet conceal'd ; 
Thus to the publick, deign we to appeal: 


Behold how humbly the great Piſtol kneels. 


Say then, Oh Town, 1s it your royal will, 
That my great conſort repreſent the part 

Of Polly Peachum in the Beggar's Opera? { Mob hiſs. 
Pisr. Thanks to the town, that hiſs ſpeaks their 
aſſent ; 


Such was the hiſs that ſpoke the great applauſe, 
Our mighty father met with, when he brought 


His Riddle on the ſtage ; ſuch was the hiſs, 


Welcom' d his Cæſar to the Egyptian ſhore ; 
Such was the hiſs, in which great John ſhou'd have 


expir'd: 
But, wherefore do I try in vain to nutaber 
Thoſe glorious hiſſes, which from age to age 


Our family has borne triumphant from the ſtage ? 


Mzp. Get thee gone for the prettieſt hero that 
ever was ſhown on any ſtage. [Exit Piſtol. 
Sov. Short and ſweet, faith, "_— are we to 
have no more of him ? 
Mev. Ay, ay, Sir; he's only gone to take a little 


breath. 


Lord Day. If you pleaſe, Sir, in the mean time, 
we'll go take a little fre, for *tis confounded cold 


vpon the ſtage. 


MED. 
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Mp. I wait upon your lordſhip: ſtop the rehear- 


ſal a few moments, we'll be back again inſtantly. 
TS 
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Enter MEDLEY, SOURWIT, ani Lord 
DAPPER. A, 


MEDLEY. 


OW, my Lord, for my modern Apollo: : 

come, make all things ready, and draw the 
ſcene as ſoon as you can. 

Sous. Modern, why modern ? You. common- 
place ſatiriſts are always endeayouring to perſuade 
us, that the age we live in, is worſe than any other 
has been, whereas mankind have differ'd very little 
ſince the world began; for one age has been as bad 
as another. 

Mev, Mr. Sourwit, I do not deny thatmen 8 
been always bad enough; vice and folly are not 
the invention of our age; but! will. maintain, that 
what I intend to ridicule: in the following ſcene, 1s the 
' whole and ſole production and invention of ſome peo- 
ple now living; and faith, let me tell you, tho? per- 
haps the pubfick may not be the better for it, it is 
an invention exceeding all the diſcoveries of every 
Philoſopher or mathematician, from the beginning 
of the world to this day. | | 

Sour. Ay, pray what is it?? 

Mp. Why, Siz, it is a diſcovery. lately found 
out, that a man of great parts, learning, and virtue, 
is fit for no employment whatever; that an eſtate ren- 
ders a man unfit to be truſted; that being a block- 
head is a qualification for buſineſs; that honeſty. is 
the only ſort of folly for which a man ought to be 

„5 utterly 
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Houſe than yourſelf: 
What is this Robert? 


5 
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utterly neglected and contemned. And But here 


18 the 1 lentbr Mintel, LI „22 ww ; 


SCENE draus, and diſccvers APOLLO ina 
great Chair, furrounded t Ly attendants. | 


Come, bring him forward, that the audience may ſee 
and hear him : you muſt know, Sir, this 1s a baſtard 
of Apollo, begotten on that beautiful nymph Mo- 
ria, who ſold oranges to Theſpis's company, or 
rather cart-load, of comedians; and being a great 
favourite of his father's, the od gentleman ſettled 
upon him the entire direction of all our Playhouſes 
and poetical performances whatever. | 

Arol. Prompter. Os MY 

PromMP. Sir. 

Apor. Is there any thing to be done ? 

PROMp. Tex, Sir, this play to be caſt. 

Apor. Give it me. The life and death of king 


John, written by Shakeſpear : WhO can act the 


king ? 
Promy. Piſtol, Sir, he loves to act 1 it behind the 


ſcenes. 


Aol. Here are a kb of Engliſh lords. 
PRO. Their parts are but of little e 


'T will take care to caſt them. 


Ayor. Do; but be ſure you give them to actors 
Who will nid their cues - F aulconbridge— 
What ſort of a character is he? 

Prome. Sir, he is a warrior, my couſin here will 
do him very well. 

1ſt PLAY. I do a warrior! I never learnt to fence. 

Apoll. No matter, you will have no occalion to 


fight; can you look fierce, and ſpeak well? 


iſt PLay. Boh! 
Avpor. I would not gent 4 better warrior in the 
Robert Favlconbridge ! 


PROMuP. 
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' Prowy. Really, Sir, I don't well know. what he 
is, his chief deſire ſeems to be for land, I think; he 
is no very conſiderable character, any body may do 
him well enough; or if you leave him quite gut, 
the play will be "little the worſe for it. 88 

Aol. Well, I'll leave it to you Peter of 
Pomfret, a prophet Have you any 885 that 
looks like a prophet ? 

' Prowy. 1 have one that looks like a fool. 

Aror. He'll do—Philip of France. | 

Prome. I have caſt all the French parts except 
the ambaſſador. 

Apor. Who ſhall do it? His part is but ſhort, 
have you never a good genteel figure, and one that 
can dance ? for as the Engliſh are the politeſt people 
in Europe, it will be mighty proper that the ambaſ· 
ſador ſhould be able at his arrival to entertain them 
with a jig or two. | 

Prowe. Truly, Sir, hai are chen of A 
cing-maſters' in the houſe, who: do little or nothing 
for their money. 

Apoll. Give it to one of them; ſee that he has a 

little drollery tho' in him, for Shakeſpear ſeems to 
have intended him as a ridiculous N and only 
to make the audience laugh. 

Sour. What's that, Sir? Do you affitif that 
Shakeſpear intended the ambaſſador Chatilion a ridi- 
culous character? 
| Men». No, Sir, I don't. . 
Soug. Oh, Sir, your d ſervant, then 1 
miſunderſtood IS] ; 1 thought 1 had heard him 
ſay ſo. 

: Mb. Yes, Sir, but I ſhall not tand to all he 

ſays. gy 

Sous. But, Sir, you ſhould not put a whoa K 

timent into the mouth of the god of wit. 

Me. I tell you, he is the god only of weden 
wit, and he has a very juſt right to be god of moſt 


of the modern wits that I know; of ſome who are 
I'd 
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lik'd for their wit; of ſome who are preferr'd for 
their wit; of ſome who live by their wit; of thoſe 
ingenious gentlemen who damn plays, and thoſe 
who write them too perhaps. Here comes one of 
his votaries; come, enter, enter Enter Mr. 
| Groundivy. 6 


Enter GROUNDIVY. 


GROUND. What are you doing here? 
Apor. I am caſting the parts in the trage) „ 
King John. | 
Soup. Then you are caſting the parts in a tra- 


gedy that won't do. 


Arol. How, Sir! Was it not written by Shake- 

ſpear, and was not Shakeſpear one of the greateſt 
genius's that ever lived? 
Ground, No, Sir, Shakeſpear © was a pretty fel- 
low, and faid ſome things which only want a little 
of my licking to do well enough; king John, as 
now writ, will not do Bur a word in your ear, I 
will make him do. 

Aol. HOW? 

GrounD. By alterations, Sir, it was a maxim of 
mine, when 1 was at the head of theatrical affairs, 
that no play, tho? ever fo good, would do without 
alteration For -inſtance, in the play before 
us, the baſtard F aulconbridge is a moſt effeminate 
character, for which reaſon I would cut him out, 
and put all his ſentiments in the mouth of Con- 
tance, who is ſo much properer to ſpeak to them— 
Let me tell you, Mr. Apollo, propriety of charac- 
ter, dignity of diction, and emphaſis of ſentiment, 
are the things I chiefly conſider on theſe occaſions, 

Prowy. I am only afraid, as Shakeſpear is ſo po- 
pular an author, and you, aſking your pardon, ſo 
unpopular. 

Ground. Damn me, PI write to the town and 
deſire them to be civil, and that in ſo modeſt a man- 


ner, that an army of Collacks ſhall be melted : wm 
te 
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tell them that no actors are equal to me, and no au- 
thors ever were ſuperior : and how do you think I 
can infinuate that in a modeſt manner? 

Promy. Nay, faith I can't tell. 

GROUND. Why, I'Il tell them that the former 
only tread on my heels, and that the greateſt among 
the latter have been damn'd as well as mylelf; and 
after that, what do you think of your popularity ? I 
can tell you, Mr. Prompter, I have ſeen things car- 
ried in'the houſe againſt the voice of the people be- 
fore to-day. 

Aol. Let them hiſs, let n hiſs, and grumble 
as much as they pleaſe, as long as we get their 
money. 

_ Men. There, Sir, is the ſentiment of a great man, 
and worthy to come from the great Apollo himſelf. 

Sour, He's worthy his fire, indeed, to think of 
this. gentleman for altering Shakeſpear. 

Mev. Sir, I will maintain this gentleman as pro- 


per as any man in the kingdom for the buſineſs. 
Sour, Indeed! 


Mp. Ay, Sir, for as Shakeſpear 18 already good 


enough for people of taſte, he muſt be alter'd to 
the palates of thoſe who have none; and if you will 
grant that, who can be properer to alter him for 
the worſe? But if you are fo zealous in old Shake- 
ſpear's cauſe, perhaps you may find by-and-by all 
this come to nothing—Now for Piſtol. 


PISTOL enters, and overturns his Father. 


GROUND. Pox on't, the boy treads cloſe on my 
heels in a literal ſenſe. 

PisT. Your Pardon, Sir, why will you not obey 
Your ſon's advice, and give him ſtill his way? 
For you, and all who will oppoſe his force, 
Mult be o'erthrown in his triumphant courſe. 
Sou. I hope, Sir, your Piſtol is not intended to 
ban Shakeſpear. | 

Me, 
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Mev. No, Sir, I have too great an honour for 
Shakeſpear to think of burleſquing him, and to be 
ſure of not burleſquing him, I will never attempt to 
alter him, for fear of burleſquing him by accident, 
as perhaps ſome others have done. 

Lord Day. Piſtol is the young captain. 
| Merp. My Lord, Piſtol is every inſignificant fel- 

low in town, who fancies: himſelf of great conſe- 
quence, and is of none; he is my Lord Piſtol, 
Captain Piſtol, Counſellor Piſtol, Alderman Piſtol, 
Beau Piſtol, and ——and Odio, what was I So- 
ing to ſay: J Come, go on. 
Apoll. Prompter, take care that all things well 

go on; 
Me will retire, my friend, and read King John. 
[ Exeunt. 

SOUR. To what purpoſe, Sir, was Mr. Pistor in- 
troduced? 
Mxp. To no purpoſe at all, Sie? it's al in cha- 
racter, Sir, and plainly ſhews of what mighty con- 
ſequence he is And there ends my article from the 


theatre. | 
SOUR, Hey-day ! What's become of your two 


Pallies ? 

Mep. Damn'd, Sir, ante they v were damn'd 
at my firſt rehearſal, for which realon I have cut 
them out; and to tell vou the truth, I think the 
town has honour'd 'em enough with talking of em 
for a whole month; tho”, faith, I believe it was ow- 
ing to their having nothing ele to talk of. Well, 
now for my patriots—You will obſerve, Mr. Sour- 
wit, that I place my politicians and my patriots at 
oppoſite ends of my piece, which I do, Sir, to ſhew 


the wide difference between them; I begin with my 


politicians, to ſignify that they will always have the 
preterence in the world to patriots, and I end with 
patriots to leave a good reliſh 1 in the mouths of my 


audience. 
Sou. 
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Sour. Ay? by your dance of patriots, one would 
think you intended to turn patriotiſm into a jeſt. 
Mep. So I do But don't you obſerve I conclude 
the whole with a dance of patriots ? which plainly 
intimates, that when patriotiſm is turn'd into a jeſt, 
there is an end of the whole play : come, enter four 
patriots You obſerve I have not ſo many pa- 


triots as politicians; you will collect from thence. 


that they are not ſo plenty, 
Sour. Where does the ſcene lie now, Sir ? 


MeD. In Corlica, Sir, all in Corſica. 


Enter four PA TRIOTS from different Doors, Who 
meet in the Center and ſhake hands. : 


Sour. Theſe patriots ſeem to equal your greateſt ; 


politicians in their ſilence. 

Mbp. Sir, what they think now cannot well be 
ſpoke, but you may conjecture a great deal from 
their ſhaking their heads; they will ſpeak by-and- 
by ——as ſoon as they are a little heated with wine: 
you cannot, however, expect any great ſpeaking in 
this ſcene, for tho' 1 do not make my patriots poli- 
ticians, I don't make them fools. 

Sour. But, methinks, your patriots are a ſet of 
ſhabby fellows. 

Mep. They are the cheaper dreſs'd ; beſides, no 
man can be too low for a patriot, tho? perhaps it is 
poſſible he may be too high. | 

iſt PaTR, Proſperity to Corſica. 

2d ParR. Liberty and property. 

3d PTR. Succels to trade. 

4th PATR. Ay, to trade to trade - particularly 
to my ſhop. 

Sour. Why do you ſuffer that actor to ſtand 
laughing behind the ſcenes, and interrupt your re- 
hearſal ? 

Me. O, Sir, he ought to be there, he's a laugh- 
ing in his ſleeve at the patriots; he's a very conſide- 


rable character and has much to do by-and- bv. 
SOUR, 


— at 


| 
„ 
l 

| 

| 

© 
# 


206 THE HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


Sous. Methinks the audience ſhou'd know that, 
or perhaps oy may miſtake him as | did, and hiſs 
him. 

Mev. If they ſhould, he 1s a pure impudent fel- 
low, and can ſtand the hiſſes of them all; I choſe 
him particularly for the part—Go on, Patriots. 

iſt PaTR. Gentlemen, I think 185 our iſland of 


Corſica is in an ill ſtate, I do not ſay we are actually 


in war, for that we are not; but however we are 
threatened with it daily, and why may not the ap- 
prehenſion of a war, like other evils, be worſe than 
the evil itſelf; for my part, this I will ſay, this I will 
venture to ſay, That let what will happen I will 
drink a health to peace. 

Mp. This gentleman is the noiſy patriot, who 
drinks and roars for his country, and neyer does 
either good or harm in it The next is the cautious 

atriot. 

2d Par R. Sir, give me your hand; there's truth 
in what you ſay, and I will pledge you with all my 
ſoul, but remember, it is all under the roſe. 

3d ParR. Look'e, Gentlemen, my ſhop is my 
country, I always meaſure the proſperity of the latter 
by that of the former. My country is either richer 
or poorer, in my opinion, as my trade riſes or falls; 
therefore, Sir, I cannot agree with you that a war 
wou'd be diſſerviceable: on the contrary, I think 
it the only way to make my country flouriſh ; for as 
I am a ſword- cutler, it would make my ſhop flouriſh, 
ſo here's to war. 

Meo. This is the ſelf. intereſted patriot, and now 
you ſhall hear the fourth and laſt kind, which is the 
indolent patriot, one who acts as [ have ſeen a pru- 
dent man in company, fall aſleep at the beginning 
of a fray, and never wake *till the end on't. 

4th PaTs. [Yaking.] Here's to peace or war, ] 
do not care which. 

Sour. So this gentleman being neutral, peace has 


it two to one. 
ME p. 
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Map. Perhaps neither ſhall have! it, perhaps I have 
found a way to reconcile both parties: But go on. 

iſt Park. Can any one, who is a friend to Cor- 
ſica, wiſh for war, in our preſent circumſtances ?— 
———T deſire to aſk you all one quſtion, are we 
not a ſet of miſerable poor dogs: = 

Ownes. Ay, ay. | 

2d ParR. That w we are ſure enough, that no body 
wil deny. 

Enter QUIDAM. 

Qu1D. Ya, Sir, I deny it. [A Hart. ] ' Nay, 
Gentlemen, let me not diſturb you, I beg you will 
all fit down, J am come to drink a glaſs with you 
Can Corſica be poor while there is this in it. [Lays 
a Purſe on the Table.] Nay, be not afraid of it, 
Gentlemen, it is honeſt gold I aſſure you; you are a 
ſet of poor dogs, you agree; I ſay, you are not, for 
this is all yours, there, | Pours it on the Table,] take 
it among you. 

iſt Pats, And what are we to do for it? 

Qu1p. Only ſay you are rich, that's all. 

Omnes. Oh, if that be all! | 

[They ſuatch | up the Money. 

| Quay, Well, Ge what is your opinion now? tell 
me freely. 

iſt Pats, I will, a man may be in the wrong 
through i ignorance, but he's a raſcal who ſpeaks with 
open eyes againſt his conſcience I own I thought 
we were poor ; but, Sir, you have convinc'd me that 
we are rich. 

Oux ES. We are all convinc'd. 

| Quip. Then you are all honeſt fellows, and here 
is to your healths, and ſince the bottle is out, hang 
ſorrow, caſt away care, e'en take a dance, and I 
will play you a tune on the fiddle, 

Omnes, Agreed, 


rt 
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iſt Pats. Strike up when you will, we are ready 
to attend your motions. [Dance here, Quidam 
| + * dances out, and they all dante after him. 

Mev. Perhaps there may be ſomething intended 
by this dance which you don't take. 
| Sous. Ay, what prithee ? 18815 

Men. Sir, every one of theſe patriots have a hole 
in their pockets, as Mr. Quidam the fiddler there 
knows; ſo that he intends to make them dance till 
all the money is falln through, which he will pick 
up again, and ſo not Joſe one halfpenny by his ge- 
neroſity ; ; ſo far from it, that he will get his wine 
for nothing, and the poor people, alas! out of their 
own pockets, pay the whole reckoning, This, Sir, 
I think is a very pretty Pantomime trick, and an 
ingenious burleſque on all the fourberies which the 

reat Lun has exhibited in all his entertainments: 

And ſo ends my play, my farce, or what you pleaſe 
to call it; may I hope it has your rally s appro- 
bation? 

Lord Dp. Very pretty, indeed, it's very pretty. 

Mp. Then, my Lord, I hope I ſhall have your 
encouragement; for things in this town do not always 
ſucceed according to their merit; there is a vogue, 
my Lord, which if you will bring me into, you will 
lay a laſting obligation on me: and you, Mr. Sour- 
wit, I hope, will ſerve'me among the criticks, that I 
may have no elaborate treatiſe writ to prove that a 
farce of three acts is not a regular play of five. Laſt- 
Iy, to-you, Gentlemen, whom I have not the honour 
to know, who have pleas'd to grace my rehearſal; 
and you, Ladies, whether you be Shakeſpear® 5 Ladies, 
or Beaumont and Fletcher's Ladies, I hope you will 
make allowances for a rehearſal, 


No borrow'd, nor no ſtol'n goods we've ſhown, 


And kindly all report us to the town; | 


If witty, or if dull, our ar play's our own. 
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Dramatis 


PLUTO. 
ORPHEVUS. 
PROSERPINE. 
E URYDICE. 
CnARON. 


GHOSTS, &c. 0 


Perſonæ. 


(The Muſick-bell rings.) 


Enter the AUTHOR in à burry.* A CRE 
TICK following. 
AUTHOR: 

OLD, hold, Mr. Chetwood ; don't ring 
for the overture yet, the devil is not dreſſed. 
He has but juſt put on his cloven foot. 

CriT. Well, Sir, how do you find yourſelf! ? In 
what ſtate are your ſpirits ? 

AuTH. Oh! never better. If the audience are 
but in half ſo good a humour, I warrant for the 
ſucceſs of my farce. 

Crim. I wiſh it may ſucceed; but as it is built 
(you ſay) on ſo ancient a ſtory as that of Orpheus 
and Eurydice, I fear ſome part of the audience may 
not be acquainted with it. Would it not have been 
adviſeable to have writ a ſheet or two by a friend, ad- 
dreſſed to the ſpectators of Eurydice, and let them 
a little into the matter? 

AuTHa. No, no; any man may know as much of 
the ſtory as myſelf, only by looking at the end of 
Littleton's Dictionary, whence 1 took it. Beſides, 
Sir, the ſtory is vulgarly known. Who has not 
heard that Orpheus went down to the ſhades after 
his wife who was dead, and ſo enchanted Proſerpine 
with his muſick, that he conſented he ſhould carry 
her back, with a proviſo he never turned to look 
on her in his way, which he could not refrain from, 
and fo loſt her? Dear Sir, every ſchoolboy 
knows It. e 

1 
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Cxrr. But for the inſtructions of thoſe beaus who 
never were at ſchool. 

Aurz. They may learn it from thoſe who have. 
If you will ſecure me from the criticks, 1 don't fear 
the beaus. 

CRIT. 9 857 Sir, half the beaus are criticks. 

Aurg. Ay! s'gad, I ſhould as ſoon have ſuſpect- 
ed half the Dutchmen to be dancing-maſters. If I 
had known this, I would have ſpared them a little, 
I muſt leave out the firſt ſcene, I believe. 

Crit, Why that? pL 

AuTn. Why, it is a ſcene between the ghoſts of 
two beaus. And if the ſubſtance of a beau be ſuch - 
an unſubſtantial thing as we ſee it, what muſt the 
ſhadow of that ſubſtance be ? 

CRir. Ha, ha, ha. Ridiculous. 

AvTn. Ay, I think ſo. I think, we do come 
up to the ridiculous in our farce, and that is what 
a farce ought to be, and all it ought to be: for as 
your beaus ſet up for criticks, ſo theſe eriticks on 
farces may ſet up for beaus. But come, I believe 
by this the devil and the ghoſts are ready, ſo now, 
Mr. Chetwood, you may ring away. Sir, if you 
pleaſe to ſit Jown with me between the ſcenes, I ſhall 
be glad of your opinion of my piece. 

(They it: the Overture is played) 

Crip. Pray, Sir, who are theſe two gentlemen 
that ſtand ready to ruſh on the ſtage? Are they the 
tyo ghoſts you mention? 

AuTH. Yes, Sir, they are, Mr. Spindle and cap- 
tain Weazel, the one belongs to the court, the other 
to the army; and they are the repreſentatives of 
their ſeveral bodies. You muſt know farther, the 
one has been dead ſome time, the other but juſt 
departed : but buſh, they are gone on. 


Enter Captain WEAZEL, Mr. SPINDLE. 


Capt. Weaz. Mr. Spindle, your very humble 
ſervant. Jou are velcome, Sir, on this fide the 
river 


Ca 
exact 


not? 


Capt. WeAaz. Oh, in abundance. 
Mr. Sein. Give me a, buſs for that, my dear, 
And ſome of our acquaintance, fine ladies, are there 


hot ? 


Capt. WAZ. Ay, ſcarce any other. | 
Thou dear dog! Well; and how doſt 
thou lead thy life, thy death, I mould ſay, among 


Mr. Spin. 


em? 


Capt. WE AZ. Faith ! Jack, even as I led my 
life e cards, dice, muſick, taverns, wenches, 
maſquerades. 

Mr. Spin. Maſquerades! Have you thoſe too? 
i Capt. Weaz. Thoſe! Ay, they were borrow'd 

ence. 

Mr. Spin. What a delicious place this hell is! 
apt. WeAaz. Sir, it is the only place a fine gen- 
tleman ought to be in. 

Mr. Syin. How it was miſrepreſented to us in the 
other world! 


C 
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river Styx. I am glad to ſee you dead, with all my 
heart. 

Mr. Spix. Capt. Weazel, I thank you. 
you are well. 

Capt. We az. As well as a dead man can be, my 
dear. 

Mr. Spi. And faith! that's better than any liv- 
ing man can be, at leaſt any living beau. 
(they ſay) feel no pain; and I am ſure, we beaus, 
while alive; feel little eHe : but however, at laſt, 
thanks to a little fever and a great doctor, 1 have 
ſhaken off a bad conſtitution: and now I intend to- 
take one dear ſwing of raking, drinking, whoring, 
and playing the devil, as I have done in the other 
world. 


Dead men 


Wr az. I ſuppoſe then you chink this world 
like that you have left? 
Mr. SpiIx. Why, you have whores here, have you 
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Capt. Weaz. Pſhaw ! that hell did not belong to 
our religion; for you and J, Jack, you know, and 
moſt of our acquaintance, were always heathens. 
Mr. Six. Well, but what fort of a fellow is the 
old gentleman, the devil, hey? 

| Capr. Weaz. Is he? Why a very pretty ſort of 
a gentleman, a very fine gentleman ; but, my dear, 
you have ſcen him five hundred. times already. The 
moment I ſaw him here, I remembered to have 
ſeen him ſhuffle cards at White's and George's; to 
have met him often on the Exchange, and in the 
Alley, and never miſſed him in or about Weltmin- 
ſter-hall. I will introduce you to him. 

Mr. Spix. Ay, do. And tell him I was hanged, 
that will recommend me'to him. 

Capt. WE AZ. No, hanged, no; then he will take 
you for a poor rogue, a ſort of people he abomi- 
nates ſo, that there are ſcarce any of them here. 
No, if you would recommend yourſelf to him, tell 
bim you deſerved to be hanged, and was- too great 
for the law. 

Mr. SriIx. Won't he find me out ? 

Capt. Wr az. If he does, nothing pleaſes him ſo 
much as lying: for which reaſon, he is ſo fond of no 
fort of people as the lawyers. 

Mr. Syin. Methinks, he might, for the {ame 
reaſon, be fond of us courtiers too. 

Capt. WE AZ. Sir, we have no caule to complain 
of our reception. 

Mr. Spin. But have you no news here, Jack ? 

Capt. WE AZ. Yes, truly we have fome, and pretty 
remarkable news too. Here is a man come hither 
after his wife. 

Mr. Spin. What! to defire the devil to take great 
care of her, that ſhe may not come back again ? 

Capt. Wraz. No, really, to deſire her back 
again; and 'tis thought he will obtain his requeſt. 

Mr. Spix. Ay; hc muſt be a hard-hearted devil 


indeed, to deny a man ſuch a requelt as that. 


Capt. 
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Capt. Wzaz. Did you never hear of him in the 
58 world ? he is a very fine linger, and his name 
is Orpheus. 

Mr. Stix. Oh ay! he's an Italian. Signior Or- 
pheo I have heard him ſing in the opera in Italy. 
I ſuppoſe, when he goes back again they will have 
him in England. But who have we here? 

Capt. WR AZE. This is the woman I ſpoke of, Ma- 
dam Eurydice. 

Mr. Spix. Faith! ſhe is handſome, and if ſhe had 
been any body's wife but my own, I would have 
come hither for her with all my heart. 

AvuTH. That ſentiment completes the character of 
my courtier, who is ſo complaiſant, that he fins 


only to comply with the mode; and goes to the de- 


vil, not out of any inclination, but becauſe it is the 
faſhion. Now for Madam Eurydice, who is the fine 
lady of my play: And a fine lady ſhe is, or I am 
miſtaken. 

Enter EURYDICE. 

Evus, Capt. Weazel, your very humble ſervant. 

Capt. WEAZ. Your ſervant, Lady fair. A gen- 
tleman of my acquaintance, deſires the honour of 
kiſſing your hands. 

_ Evr. Any gentleman of your acquaintance. From 
England, I preſume. 

Mr. Sp. Juſt arrived thence, Madam. 

Eur. You have not been at court yet, Sir, I ſup- 
poſe. You will meet with a very hearty welcome 
from his majeſty. He has a particular kindneſs for 
people of your nation. 

Mr. Spix. I hope, Madam, we ſhall always de- 
ſerve it. 

Capt. Wzaz. But I hope the 1 news 1s not true, 
that we are to loſe you, Madam Eurydice ? 

Eur. How can you doubt it, ur 55 my huſband 
1s come after me? Do you think Pluto. can refuſe 
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me, or that I can refuſe to go back with a huſband 
who came hither for me ? 

Mr. Spix. Faith! I don't know; but if a huſband 
Was to go back to the 6ther world after his wife, 
1 believe, he would ſcarce perſuade her to come hi- 
ther with him, 

Eur. Oh but, Sir, this place alters us much for 
the better. Women ate quite different creatures af- 
ter they have been here ſome time. 

Capt. WE AZ. And ſo you will go? 

Evs. It is not in my power. You Know it is po- 
ſitively againſt the law of the realm. In deſiring to 
go, I diſcharge the duty of a wife. And if the de- 
vil won't let me, I can't help it. 

Capt. WAZ. I am aftaid of the power of his 

voice, I wiſh he be able to reſiſt that charm; and 
I fancy, if you was to confeſs ingenuouſly, it is his 
voice that charms you to go back again. 

Eu. Indeed, Sir, you are miſtaken. I do not 
think the merit of a man, like that of a nightingale, 
lies in his throat. It is true, he has a fine pipe, and 
if you will carry your friend to eourt this morning, 
He may hear him; but though it is poſſible my heart 
may have its weak ſides, I ſolemnly * no one 

will ever reach it through my ears. 
Mr. Spix. That's ſtrange: for it is the only way 
to all the ladies hearts in the other world. _ 

Evus. Ha, ha, ha! 1 find you beaus know uſt as 
much of a woman as you ever did. Doe you ima- 
gine when a lady expires at an opera, ſhe thinks of 
the fignior that's ſinging? No, no, take my word 


for 1 it, muſick - ſofter and berter things in her 
head, 


AIX I. 
Do not aſk me, Charming Phillis. 


When a woman lies expiring 
at fal, lal, lal, lal, la. 
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Do you think her, Sir, deſiring _ 
Nothing more than ha, ha ha! 
[Exit between the Beaus. 


Carr. If you will give me leave, Sir, I think you 
have not enough diſtinguiſhed the character of your 
courtier from your ſoldier. Ty 

AuTa, What ſoldier} Have you miſtaken my ar- 
my-beau for a ſoldier? You might as well take a 
Temple-beau for a lawyer. Sir, a beau 1s a beau 
ſtill, whatever profeſſion he belongs to; the beaus 
in all profeſſions differ in nothing but in dreſs; and 
therefore, Sir, to diftinguiſh the character of my ar- 
my-beau from my court-beau, I clap a cockade into 
his hat, and that is all the diſtinction I can make be- 
tween them But mum : Pluto 1s going on. 


SCENE, the Court of PLUTO. 


Enter PLUTO, PROSERPINE, and 
ORPHEUS. 


Puro. Indeed, friend Orpheus, I am concerned 
I cannot grant your requeſt without infringing the 
laws of my realm. Aſk me any thing elſe, and be 
ceftain of obtaining : riches, power, or whatever is 
in my gift. Indeed, you ought to be contented 
with the common fate of men. Conſider you had 
the poſſeſſion of your wife ſomething more than a 
twelvemonth. | 1 MET 


Pros. Long enough, I am ſure, for any poor wo- 
man to be contined within the fetters of matrimony. 


PLuTo. Is it poſſible that that voice, which can 
lull the cares of every other aſleep, ſhould not be 
able to aſſuage thoſe of your own breaſt ? 

AuTH. Now for a taſte of Recitativo. My farce 
is an Oglio of tid- bits. 
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ORPHEUS, (in Recitativo.) 
Cuiſt be the cruel ſeiſſars of the fates, 
' That ſuipt her thread of life, and curſt hal lars 
Which now forbids her to my arms. 
No, cruel king, detain your offer d wealth, 
And hang my harp forſaken in your realm: 
For all things uſeleſs are to me 
Without Eurydice. | 


EE GED oe 
Riches, can you enſe reſtore, 
Riches make me wiſh the more 


. The poſſeſſion of my ſweet, 
To beſtow them at her feet. 3 


What Relief in k 52 lays 
Marbling all my charmer's praiſe, 
Bidding fercer paſſion riſe, 
Teaching . to my 9 


3. 
7: bl can wealth and nh pleaſe, 
When my charmer [miles at theſe z 
But leſt envy theſe bemoan, | 
Give me, give me her alone. 


> PLUTD-' ( in raptures.) O caro, caro. (What 
ſhall Ido? If I hear another ſong I am vanquiſhed. 
Should he deſire thee, my dear, T could hardly deny 


him.) [Hae to Proſerpine. 


Pros, That may poſſibly be, my dear, (and I 


wiſh he would with all my heart.) [Afrae. 


PLuTo. Conſider, Child, there is no danger in the 
precedent : for as he is the firſt man who ever de- 


fired to have his wife again, it is poſſible he may be 


the laſt. f 
Prog. I own the requeſt odd enough; nor do I 


Know any miracle that would equal Ir, unleſs ſhe 


thoutd conſent to go along with him, which I much 
| 3 queſtion : 
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gque%ion : for I don't remember to have ever heard 
her mention her huſband's name till his arrival here. 
And though you may make free with your own laws, 
and your own people, I hope, Mr. Plato, you wall 
not uſurp any authority over mine. By Styx, if 
you give one dead wife back again to her huſband, 
againſt her will, Iwill make hell too hot to hold you. 

Puro. Do not be in a paſſion, my dear. 

Pros, My dear, I will be in a paſſion. Shall you 
preſcribe to me what to be in? > 18 
Puro. You need not fear the loſs of your ſub- 
jects; tho? you ſhould promiſe to return every wife 
that was aſked. ; | 

Pros. How, Sir! have I not ſeveral widows, 
whoſe jointures died with them ; whofe huſbands 
would not only aſk, but walk hither barefoot to get 
them again? But you are always deſpiſing my ſub- 
jects. I am ſure no goddeſs of quality was ever uſed 
as Iam, It would never be believed upon earth, 
that the devil is a worſe huſband than any there. 

Avr. Conſidering where the ſcene lies, I think 
theſe ſentiments are not mal-a-propos, | 


Enter EURYDICE, WEAZEL, SPINDLE. 
WEAZEL introduces SPINDLE fo PLUTO and 
PROSERPINE. EURT DICE goes 16 
ORPHE Us. DES, : 
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ORPHE US (Recitativo.) 


Oh my Eurydice! the cruel king, 
Still obdurate, refuſes to my arms 


T he repoſſeſſion of my love. 
EURYDICE (Recitative.) 
| Unkind Fate, 
So ſoon to put an end to all our joys! 
And barbarous law of Erebus | 


That will not reinſtate us in our bliſs, 
| ” ORpR. 


-_ _ Orpn. And mud you ſiay? 
- Eur, And muſt you go? | 
Oren. Ob mo! 
Evs. *7Tis /o. 
Oren. Ob ww! ” 
ok. "139 þþ. 


Crit. Why does Eurydice ſpeak in recitativo ? 

Avr. Out of complaiſance to her huſband. As 
you will find her behave through my whole piece, 
ke a very police and well-bred lady. I intend: this 

couple as a contraſt to the devil and his wife. 


ne ht B M6 Ic 
Oren. Faretvel, ye groves and mountains, 
; Z once delightful fountains, 
Where my charmer us d to ftray, 
Where in gentle amrous play, 
Wanton, willing, 
Burning, billing, 
Ever cheerful, ever gay, 
Wie have ſpent the ſummer-day. 
| EY 2. 
F/bere herds forgot their lowing, 
And trees forgot their blowing, 
Joining with the fleecy flocks, _ 
And the hard and maſſh rocks, 
All came prancing, "© 
Skipping, dancing : 
Not the magick of my ſong 
But thy eyes drew all along. 
Puro. I am conquer'd ; by Styx, you ſhall have 
her back. Fake my wife too; take every thing; 
another ſong, and take my crown. 

Pros. Hold, hold, not ſo generous, good king 
Pluto. If the young lady 4 to return with 
her huſband, as you have ſworn by Styx, ſhe may. 
. There, Sir, there. I Have carried the 

power 
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power of muſick beyond Orpheus, Amphion, and all 
of them; I have made it inſpire a man to get the 
better of his wife. 1 

Pros. But I inſiſt on her conſent being aſked. 

SpinD. [to i cas DOR in hell the grey mare is 
the better horſe. | 

W Az. Yes, faith! Jack, and no where elſe, I 
believe. | 
Oren. Thanks moſt infernal majesty; 

I aſe no greater boon. 

Eur, You may depend too ſurely on your Eury- 
dice, to doubt her conſent to whatever would make 
you happy. But—it is a long way from hence to 
the other world; and you know by experience, my 
dear, I am an exceeding bad traveller. 

Orpn, Pl] carry you on my ſhoulders. | 

Eur. O, dear creature! your ſhoulders would 
fail; indeed, they would. And if I ſhould be taken 
ſick on the road, what ſhould I do? Indeed, in this 
world, I might make a tolerable ſhift; but on the 
other ſide the river Styx, if I was fainting, no pubs 
lick-houſe dare ſell me a dram. 

Oren. I will buy two gallons, and carry them 
with me. 

Eur. Life, child, is ſo very uncertain, that who 
knows but as ſoon as I am got hence, I may be ſum- 
moned back the next day; and conſider what an 
intolerable fatigue two ſuch journeys taken together 
would be. EL 

Oren. Is it not a journey which I have undertaken 
for you? | | 

EvR. O you great creature, you! You are a man, 
and I am a poor weak woman. I hope you don't 
compare your ſtrength with mine. Beſides, if I was 
able to go, it is really ſo much better to be here than 
to be married, that I muſt be mighty ſilly to think 
of returning. — Indeed, dear Orphy, I ſhould be 
alhamed to ſhew my face after it. | 
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Oh Lud! 1 ſhould be quite aſham'd, 
My former friends to ſee ; 

In an aſſembly if Pm nam'd, 

. They'd point and cry that's ſhe, | 

From huſbands when tis thought ſo fine 

For wives to run away, 


Should I return again with mine, 
What can the world all Jay ? 


' Onyn, Can you go then? will you refuſe me: ? 

Evus. My dear, you know I always hated to refuſe 
vou fo much, that I hated you ſhould aſk me any 
thing; if it was reaſonable, I ſhould do it of my own 
accord: but I never will be perſuaded out of my 
| reaſon, 


n 


Oren. That marriage is a great evil, 
Who'll ever diſpute more in life, 
When they hear I've prevail'd on the devil, 
And cannot prevail on my wife, poor man! 
And cannot prevail on my wife. 


Eur. But when thoſe who hear your ſad ditty, . 

Shall the date of your wedding explore, 

Do you think men a huſband will pity, _ 
Who ſhould have known better before, poor 


man! 


22 ſhould have known better before 2 


ProTh. The doom is fix'd, I aſk your pardon, my 
dear, (to Prof.) but I ſwore by Styx before ] chought 
of 1 It, that ſhe ſhould go, 

Pros. Ay, you are always ſwearing before you 
think of it: However, Eurydice, ſince that's the 
caſe, the oath muſt be kept. But I can add a clauſe 
to the bill, if he looks back on you once in the way, 
you ſhall return, and that I ſwear by Styx. 

| 1 n. 
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Pluro. Do you hear, Sir, what my wife ſays? 
Mr. Spin. {to Weaz.) This river Styx, ſeems 

a pretty way of ending controverſies between man 
and wife, It is pity the Thames had not. the ſame 
virtue. 

Ox ph. Thanks, moſt diabolical majeſty, for your 
infernal kindneſs. | 

PLuTo. I hope you will take care, and not forfeit 
the advantage of this favour I have granted you. 

Pros. Which I have granted, if you pleaſe, Sir, 

PLuTo. Ay, which my wife has granted. 

Capt. Weaz. (to Spin.) You ſee how ill people 
expreſs themſelves, when they call a bad huſband 
the devil of a huſband. 

Eur. I thank your ma jeſty, Madam, for your 
interpoſition in my behalf, and if I did not improve 
it, I ſhould be unworthy of your royal favour. 

Pros. I doubt not but you have been here long 
enough to learn to outwit your huſband. 

Eur. Few women, Madam, need come hither to 

learn that art. 
P! nos. Iam glad they behave ſo well. Dear 
Eurydice, I with you a good Journey with all my 
heart, and hope to ſee you ſoon again. 

Eur. The firſt moment it is in my power, I aſſure 
your Majeſty, 

Puro. Friend Orpheus, farewel, I give thee thy 
wife with greater pleaſure, ſince I hope, as thou haſt 
come hither now to get her, thou wilt return hither 
ſhortly to get rid of her. 

[ Exeunt Pluto, Prof. Capt. Weaz. and Spin. 

Eur. Well, Sir; and fo I muſt take a trip with 
you to the other world. How was it poſſible, you 
could come hither to fetch me back when I was 
dead, who had fo often wiſhed me here, while alive? 

Oarn. Thoſe were only the ſudden blaſts of paſ- 
ſion, Beſides, as is the common fate of mortals, I 
never knew my happineſs till I loſt it. * 

; UR. 


WW | EURTDIOEA 

Evr: And was you then really concern'd for me? 
On rk. Yes, my dear, and I think you was ſo for 
me; your tears. at our parting, gave me ſufficient 


aſſurance. 


Euk. Ha, ha, ha! I was afraid of dying, child, 


that was all. Upon my word, my dear, parting 


with thee was all the little comfort ] hag. 

Oren. Did you defire it then? 

Eu. Moſt heartily, upon my word, 11 ſeldom 
prayed for any thing elle. 

Oren. Why, did we not live comfortably 9 5 
ther? 

Eur. O very comfortably ! Did you not leave me 
to run after the golden fleece ? 

Oryn, Nay, it you come to that, did you not 


run away from me, and ſtay at Thebes by yourſelf 
a whole winter? 


Evur. And did not you keep a miſtreſs in my ab- 
fence, when you might have come to me? 
Ozyn. Did not you ſpend in diverſions and play, 


what ſhould have kept your family ? 


Eur. And did not you ſpend on miſtre ſſes what 


ſhould have kept your wife? 


Oa rn. Was not you almoſt eternally | in the Va- 
ours? 
Eur. And was not you the occaſion of my va- 
pours? Did not you kill my favourite monkey, 


becauſe I would not dance with that rake Hercules, 


and the reſt of your brother Argonauts. 

OR PH. Lou have dined: with that rake Hercules 
when | have not been by, I believe; and did not 
you crack one of my beſt fiddles, only becauſe I 
would not dance with that coquette Mils Atalanta, 
and the reſt of your flirts. 

Eur. You have danced with her in private, I 


fancy; and I would break your fiddle ein, Sir, 
on the fame occaſion, 


OnPn, 
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1 And I would ſee you and your monkey 
at the devil, if you affronted my friends. 

Eun. Ha, ha, ha! Then you would come after 
me again, as you have now; ha, ha, ha! 

OrPH. Nay, do not laugh ſo immoderately. 

Eu. How can J avoid it, at this comfortable 
ſtate of life which you are ſo fond of, as to deſire 
over again ? | 

Ox PH. But experience might teach us to amend 
our faults for the future. 

Eur. Experience rather ought to teach us the im- 
poſſibility of ſuch an amendment : for if we could 
have learnt ſo, we might have learnt from the ex- 
amples of others, when we were firſt married, and 
from our own in a ſhort time; but never perceived 
any better effect from the remembrance of a paſt 
quarre], than the working up a new one. Could 
experience cure folly, men would not want that cure 


very early 1 in life, 
ATR vt 


If men from experience a leſſon could reap; 
Jo fly from the folly they'd ſeen, © 
What madman at forty a miſtreſs would keep, 
What woman would love at * ! 
V. hat woman, & c. 


The levees of ftateſinen and courts of the law, 
Boys only would haunt very ſoon; 

And all married broils to concluſion would draw, 
Ai the end of the feweet bone moon. 
At the end, &c. 


So if you have a mind to improve and profic by 
your own experience, een look back ar the third 


ſtep, and return ſingle as you came. 
Oren. No, I will be jo complacent, that I had 


rather prove your hypotheſis than my own. 
Vol. III. 2 Eos. 


g , 1 * 
S | | 
F 


NY 


* 
r 
. * 
A a 
1 2 
1 
27 
= 
= 
1 "x 
. * 
2 * 
, 5 — 0 
"228 
4 a2 
* Ry bs 
* 
5 4 
. Sa 
—_ $ 
BY 3 
5 
* s 2 — 
. 
188 
4 
PZ " 
% 
* . 3 *1 
= 
_— - 2 
54 
+ © 
T « * 
1 . vF 
* 33 13 
"T3 
4 —- 
l 
1 12 
14 * 5 
* : 
oy 2 7 
l 1 
2 
2 14 
7 ; 
(56, 4% 
1 \ 
* 51 
: 1 
8. 
- . 
+ == 
% I "a? 
6 
* 22] 
$I c 
ö 4 
\ IS 
=, : 
* P 
1 Me 
$ Gs 
* 
Bs. 
In \ 
£4 
b; Y 
y 2480. 
"—5 7 I 
1 0 
o 
F if 
+1 
T1 „ 
, * 
1 
8 
Ls 1 p 
TF5 5 
#8 \ 
* 


226 EVRYDITCE. 


Eu. Then, pray, ſet out: In thoſe laſt words 
of your's matrimony ſeemed to begin again: for to 
refuſe his wife with civility, is the true complacence 
of a huſband———So, a l journey to us. 


ATR 
Turn, O turn thee, deareſt creature. 


Turn, O turn, dear, do not fy me; 
could ever thus hold ut: 
Tf you lowd, you'd not deny me; 
If you lov'd, yu d Iook about. 
[Exit, foe following. 


SEN E, The Banks of the River Styx. 
(T hey call Charon ſeveral times without.) 


AvuTH. So now Charon is out of the way, and 
the audience will be put out of humour. 

Carr. But pray, Sir, why does Orpheus talk 
ſometimes in Recitativo, and ſometimes out of it ? 

AvTHa. Why, Sir, I do not care to tire the audi- 
ence with too much Recitativo; I obſerve they go 
to ſleep at it at an opera. Beſides, you may give 
yourſelf a good reaſon why he leaves off ſinging ; 
for I think his wife may very well be ſuppoſed to 
put him out of tune Are you ſatisfied? 

Crit. I could aſk another queſtion. — Why 
have you made the devil henpecked? 

Arg. Sir, you know where I have laid the ſcene, 
and how could hell be better repreſented than by 
ſuppoſing the people under ee eee a 
But O! Charon is come at laſt. 


Euter C HA RON and MACCAHONE. 
Cha. You, Mr. ne will you pleaſe to 


Mac. 


pay me my fare? 
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: a Ay, fet would I wit? all my ſhoule, but 
honey, I did die not worth a f pence, and that I did 
leave behind me. 

CHa. Sir, if you do not pay me, I dall carry you 
back again. | 

Mac. To my own country | Arrah do, honey. 
Uboboo! what a ſhoy it will be to my relations, that 
are now ſinging an anthem called the Iriſh Howl 
over me, to ſee me alive, when they know that I am 
dead. 

Cana. If you do not pay your fare, I ſhall carry 
you to the other ſide of the river, where you ſhall 
wander on the banks a thouſand years. 

Mac. Shall I? what, where I did ſee half a dozen 
gentlemen walking alone? Uboboo! upon my ſhoule, 
the laugh is coming upon my face. 

CA. Prithee, what doſt thou laugh at? 

Mac. Ilaugh to think how I will bite you. 

Cana. What wilt thou do? 

Mac. Upon my ſhoule, I will get a bridge and 
ſwim over upon it, and I will ſend upon the poſt to 
the other world to buy a bridge, and I know where 
I can, buy one very cheap; and when there is a 
bridge, I believe no one will come into your boat 
that can go over the water upon dry land. 

CHa. Here, take this fellow ſome of you, and 
ferry him back again, where he ſhall ſtay till his 
bridge is built. But whom have we here? I ſuppoſe 
the couple who are by Pluto's ſpecial order to be 
ferry'd over to the other ſide, 


Enter ORPHEUS and EURYDICE. 


Opf. If you pleaſe, Mr. Charon, to prepare your 
boat. I ſuppoſe you have received your orders. 
CHa. Maſter, the boat is juſt gone over, it will 
be back again inſtantly. | I wiſh you would be ſo 
good in the mean time, maſter, to give us one of 

your Italian catches. 
2 


ORPH, 
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Ox pH. Why doſt thou love muſick then, friend 
Charon ? | 

Crna. Yes, figs! Maſter, I do. It went to my 
heart rother day, that I did not dare _ over Sig- 
nior Quaverino. 

OzPyn. Why didſt thou not dare? 

Cn. I don't know, Sir; judge Rhadamanthus 
ſaid it was againſt the law: for that no. body was to 
come into this country but men and women; and 
that the Signior was neither the one nor the other. - 

Oren. Your lawyers, I ſuppoſe, have range 
quirks here in hell. 

Crna. Nay, for that matter, they are pretty muck 
the ſame here as on earth. 

Ex. Help, help, I ſhall be drowned, I ſhall be 
drowned! 

Ox pk. (turning) Ha! Eurydice's voice! 
Eu. O unlucky misfortune! why would you 
look behind 8 when you knew the queen's com- 
mand ? 

Onyn, Thou wicked woman, why wouldſt thou 

tempt me? 
_ Evs. How unreaſonable is that, to lay the blame 
on me! Can I help my fears? You know I was al 
ways inclined to be hyſterical : but it is like you, to 
lay the blame on me, when you know yourſelf to 
be guilty ; when you know you are tired of me al- 
ready, and looked back purpoſely to loſe me. 

-.Ozyn. And doſt thou accuſe me? 

Evus. I don't accuſe you. I need not accuſe you. 
Your own wicked conſcience muſt do it. Oh! had 
you loved like me, you could have borne to have 
gone a million of miles, I am ſure, I could have gone 
tarther, and never once have looked back upon you. 
( Pretending to cry.) on. 

Oren. Curſt accident! but ſtill we may go on. 
Proſerpine can never know it. 

EuR. (peaking briſk) No, I promiſed to return 
the moment. you looked back ; and a woman of ho- 

nour 
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nour muſt keep her promiſe, tho? it be to leave her 
huſband. 


8 oy. 


Farewel, my dear, 

Since. fate ſevere 

Has cut us twice in twain. 
OrPH. Gay not farewel, 

Pl 1] back to bell, 

And fing thee back again. 
Eur. No, Orphens, 10 

You ſhall not go. 
Oren, And muſt we, muſt we part ? 
Evus. Wie muſt away, 

For if you ſtay, 

Indeed twill break my heart. 
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Your ſervant, ' dear, ab 

I downward ſteer, 1 
You upward to the light; 7 
T ake no more leave, * 
For I muſt grieve A 
Till you are out of fight. | 


Cna. Come, maſter Orpheus, never take it to 
heart: but &en part as merrily as your lady did. I 
believe the devil would be very glad to go with you, 
if he could leave his wife behind him. 


Orpheus, ( Recitativo. y 


Ungrateful, barbarous woman ! 
Infernal Stygian monſter |! 
Henceforth mankind 

Til teach to hate the ſex, 
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Of Pluto, requeſt ber again brought to life: 
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Pluto, grant his requeſt as he enters thy portal, 
And Feve for bis comfort 
And Fove for his comfort, 
O make her, O make her, O make her immortal ! 
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AUTH. 1 now the audience muſt ſtay a little, 
while the grave ſcene is preparing. Pray, Mr. Chet- 
wood, haſten things as much as poſſible. 

Crit. I ſee Mr. Orpheus 1s come to his Recitativo 
again. 
| . Ves, Sir, juſt as he loſt his ſenſes. I wiſh 
our opera compoſers could give as good a reaſon for 

| their Recitativo. 

Crit. What would you have them bring nothing 
but mad people together into their operass? 

AuTH, Sir, if they did not bring abundance of 
mad people together into their operas, they would 
not be able to ſubſiſt long at the extravagant prices 
they do, nor their fingers to keep uſeleſs miſtreſles ; 
which, by the by, is a very ingenious burleſque on 
our taſte. 

Crit. Ay, how ſo? 

AvuTH. Why, Sir, for an Engliſh people to ſup- 

ort an extravagant Italian opera, of which they un- 
derſtand nor reliſh neither the ſenſe nor the ſound, is 
heartily as ridiculous, and much of a piece with an 
eunuch's keeping a miſtreſs : nor do I know whe- 
ther- his ability is mote deſpiſed by his en, or 
our taſte by our ſingers. 


CRIT. Huſh, huſh, don't diſturb the play. 


SC EN E, Pluto's Court. 


PLUTO, WEAZLE, SPINDLE. 


Pruro. Well, Mr. Spindle, pray. how do you 
like your way of living here? 

Mr. Spix. Upon my word, may it pleaſe your 
majeſty, it is ſo very like the life I uſed to lead, that 
| can ſcarce perceive wy difference, unleſs ( hope 

your 
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your Majeſty will not be offended) I think you are 
not quite ſo wicked here, as we uſed to be in the other 


1 
1 


world. 6 
_.. PrvTo. Why truly, that is what J am afraid of, 
Mr. Spindle, and that is what I regret very much: 
but I know no remedy for it; for as it is impoſſible 
to make the people here worſe, ſo I believe it is 
impracticable to make them there better. (How 
little theſe wretches know, that the vices which were 
their pleaſures in the other world, are their puniſh- 
ment here; and that the moſt vicious manneed ſcarce 
any other puniſhment than that of being confined to 
his vice!) . 5 [ A/ide. 
AuTHa. There, Sir! There is morality for you 
out of the mouth of the devil, if that be not @ fuco 
dare lucem, let another handle the pen for me. 
Mr. Sein. One vice in particular, that we excel 
you 1n, 1s hypocriſy. | | 
WE AZ. It cannot be otherwiſe : for as his diabo- 
lical majeſty is known to have ſuch an antipathy ta 
virtue, you may be certain, no one here will affect it. 
Pluro. Why not? I am no enemy to the affecta- 
tion of it; and if they were to counterfeit never ſa 
nicely, they might depend on it, I ſhould fee through 
them. But ha! my wife and Eurydice ! 


Enter PROSERPINE and EURYDICE: 


PRos. Yes, Sir, the gentleman could not ſtay, it 
ſeems, *till he got home; but looked back on his 
treaſure, and ſo forfeited it. 

Evs. And yet, I took all the pains in my power 

to prevent it, continually intreating him to look for- 

ward, frightened out of my wits every ſtep, left 

he ſhould ſee me by a ſ{ide-glance, and yet all would 

not do; he would, (/obbing) he would look back 
upon me, and fo I have loſt him for ever. 

Pros. Be comforted, Madam. 
Ev. It is in your power to comfort me. 
PLuTo. And, te aſſured, it is in my will. 
: Q 4 Eo. 
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Eux. Then you muſt promiſe me never to ſend 
me back: for, truly, there is (compoſed) ſo much 
pain in parting, that, ſince it muſt happen, I am 
reſolved never to fee my huſband again, if I can 
help it. 
Pa ROS. Be eaſy: for, by Styx, he never hall ſend 
you back. 
Mr. Spix. However, there is ſome hypocriſy here, 
J find, [ Afiae to ä 
Weaz. Ay, among the women. 
Pros. Well, my dear Eurydice, I am ſo pleaſed to 
ſee you returned, that I will celebrate a holiday in all 
my dominions. Let Tantalus drink, and take Ixion 
off the wheel. Let every one's puniſhment be re- 
mitted a whole day. Do you hear, huſband ? what 
are you thinking of? Do you take care and 
ſignify my pleaſure ? 

Puro. I ſhall, my dear. Do you hear, all of 
you? It is my wife's pleaſure that you ſhould all 
keep holiday. 

Pos And hark'e, Sir, I defire you would wave 
your wand, and conjure back ſome of your devils 
that dance at the playhouſes in the other world. 

PLuTo. My dear, I will obey your commands, 
Pros. You ſee, my dear Eurydice, the manner in 
which I live with my huſband. He ſettled one half 
of the government on me at my marriage, and TI 
have, thank fate, pretty well worked him out of 
the other half: Thus I make myſelf ſome little 
amends for his immortality. 
Evus. And ſure a wife ought to have ſome amends 
made her for ſuch a terrible circumſtance. 
PLuTo. My dear, the dancers are come. 
Eun. Well, I am quite charmed with your mas. 
jeſty's behaviour to a huſband. 
' Pros. And I am fo charmed with yours, that 
you ſhall henceforth be my chief favourite. 
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A Grand DANCE, 


4 C HH 
Eugx. From 22 like theſe 
You may, if you pleaſe, 
Good huſbands, learn to be civil; 
For you find *tis in vain 
To wiſh for us again, 
When once we are gone to the devil. 


Pros. At each little pet 
Do not quarrel and fret, 
And wiſh your wives dead, for I tell you, 
If they once touch this ſhore, | 
You ſhall have them no more, 
72 ta fetch them you ſend Farinello. 


prvro. Attend to Old Nick, 
Ye brethren, that fick 

Like me in Hymen's fast fetters, 
If you'd lead quiet lives, 
Give way to your wives, 


As you ſee muſt be done by your betters. 


CuoR. Attend to Old Nick, 
Ye brethren, that fick, 
Like bim in Hymen's faſt fetters, 
| Tf you'd lead quiet lives, 
Give way to your WIVES, 


As you ſee muſt be done by your bel ters. 
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WORD to the WI 


Dramatis Perſonæ. 


Spar rER, Mrs. CHRARK E, 
SOURWIT, Mr. LAc Ex. 
Lord DAppER, Mr. WAR. 
r Mr. RoßE RTS. 
Hod Es rus, Mr. Davis. 
Musz, Mrs. Haywook. 


"Mr. BLAKES. 
Mr. LowTHER. 
Mr. PuLLEN. 


ACTo0Rg, | Mr. ToeeinG. 
Mr. WoopBuRN. 
(Mr. MachEx. 
| N Mr. JovEs. 
GENTLEMEN, s Mr. Macnen, 


C Mr, Woopgurn, 


— 
9 
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A WORD wt the WISE 


Enter SPATTER, SOURWIT, and Lad 

DAPPER. 
„ FEAER 
"Y Lord, 1 am extremely obliged to you 
for the honour you ſhew me in ſtaying 
& * to the rehearſal of my Tragedy: I hope 
it will pleafe your lordſhip as well as Mr. Med- 
ley's Comedy has, for I aſſure you it is ten times as 
ridiculous. 

Sous, Is it the merit of a Tragedy, Mr. Sparten, 
to be ridiculous ? 

Spar. Yes, Sir, of ſuch Tragedies as mine; and 
I think you, Mr. Sourwit, will grant me this, thar 
a Tragedy had better be ridiculous than dull; and 
that there is more merit in making the audience 
laugh, than in ſetting them aſleep. 

Lord Dap. I beg, Sir, you would bog gin, or I 
ſhan't get my hair powder'd before dinner ; for b 
am always four hours about it. 

— a ae; what is this Tragedy a 
thine ? 


Spar. Sir, it is the dainoaticn of Eurydice; 4 


fancy, Mr. Sourwit, you will allow I have choſe 
this ſubject very cunningly, for as the town have 
damn'd my play, for their own dane they will not 


cam the damnation of it. 4 RUDD 
| 2 SOUR - 
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Sou. Faith, I muſt confeſs, there is ſomething: 
of ſingular modeſty i in the inſtance. | 

Spar. And of ſingular prugcnee too; what, ſig- 
niftes deny ing the fact after ſentence; and dying 
with a lye in your mouth? No, no, rather, like 
a good pious criminal, rejoice, that in being put 
to ſhame, you make ſome atonement for your ſins; 
and I hope to do fo in the following play; for it is, 
Mr. Sourwit, of a moſt inſtructive kind, and con- 
veys to us a beautiful image of the inſtability of hu- 
man greatneſs, and the uncertainty of friends. 
You ſee here the author of a mighty farce at the 
very top and pinacle of poetical or rather farcical 
greatneſs, follow'd, flatter'd, and ador'd by a crowd 
of dependants: on a ſudden, fortune changing the 
ſcene, and his farce being damn'd, you fee him 
become the ſcorn of his admirers, and deſerted and 
abandon'd by all thoſe who courted his favour, 
and appear'd the foremoſt to uphold and protect 
him. Draw the ſcene, and diſcover Mr. Pillage. | 

Scene ee. 

Soul. Who is he? 

Spar. The author of the farce, 

Sour. A very odd name for an author. 

Spar. Perhaps you will not remain long in that 
od : but ſilence. 
Pit. Who'd wiſh to be the author of a farce, 

Surrounded daily by a croud of actors, 

Gaping for parts, and never to be ſatisfied? 

Yet, ſay the wiſe, in loftier ſeats of lite, 

Solicitation is the chief reward; 

And Wolley's ſelf, that mighty miniſter, 

In the full height and zenith of his power, 

Amid a croud of ſycophants and ſlaves, 

Mas but perhaps the author of a farce, 

Perhaps a damn'd one too. Tis all a cheat. 

Some men play little farces, and ſome great. Exit. 

Spar. Now for the levee. 

| Sous, Whole levee, Sir? Db 
Ys Eo SpATs 
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Spar. My poet's, Sir. 

Souk. 'Sdeath, Sir, did ever any mortal hear of 
u poet's levee? = 

Spar. Sir, my poet is is a very great man. 

Sour. And pray, Sir, of what ſort of people do 
you compoſe your great man's levee? 

SpaT. Of his dependants, Sir: pray of what fort 
of people are all great mens levee compos'd ?. I 
have been forc'd, Sir, to do a ſmall violence to hi- 
ſtory, and make my great man not only a poet, but 
a maſter of a playhouſe and fo, Sir, his levee is 
compos'd of actors ſoliciting for parts, printers for 
copies, boxkeepers, ſcenemen, fiddlers, and candle- 
ſnuffers. And now, Mr. Sourwit, do you think 1 
could have compos'd his levee of proper company? 
Come, enter, enter Gentlemen. | The Levee 4 
and range themſelves to a ridiculous tune. 


Enter PILL AGE. 


iſt Acr. Sir, you have promis'd me a part a 
long time: if you had not intended to employ me, 
ir would have becn kind in you to have let me 


* 0 F 


know it, that I might have. turn'd myſelf to ſome 


trade or other. 

Pil. Sir, one farce cannot find parts for all; but 
you ſhall be provided for in time. You muſt have 
patience; I intend to exhibit ſeveral farces, ee 
on me you ſhall have a part. | . 

1ſt Acr. I humbly thank you. : fins 


2d Acr. Sir, I was to have had a Pep part | 


long ago. 
PII. Speak to me before the parts are caſt, and I 
will remember you in my next farce; I ſhall exhibit 
ſeveral. I am very glad to ſee you, you remember 
my farce is to [To 34 Actor. ] come on to- 0. day, and 
will lend me your hands. | 
2d Acr. Depend cn me. 
Pil. And you, Sir, I hope, will clap Leartly. _ 
- Ac. Deel o' my ſal, but I] Will. 


Pry. 
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Pit.. Be ſure and get into the houſe as ſoon 24tlic 
| Toors are open. 
4th Acr. "ha me not, [ will but get a bergt 
denner, and I will be the Arft in the huſe—but—<, 
PII. What, Sir? 
4th Acr. I want money to buy a pair of gloves. 2; 
Pix. I will order it you out of the office. 
4th Act. De'el o' my ſal, but I will clap every 
gud thing, till I bring the huſe down. 

Pil. That won't do: the town of its own accord 
will applaud what they like; you mult ſtand by me; 
when they diſlike I don't deſire any of you to clap 
unleſs when you hear a hiſs let that be your cue 
for clapping. 

Alx. We'll re: 

. 5th Aer. But, Sir, I have not money enough to 
get into the houſe. 

PII. I cannot diſburſe it. 

5th Act. But I gas 1580 will remember your 
promiſes, Sir, | 

PII. Some other time, you ſee I am buy 
What are your commands, Sir ? 

. iſt PRT. I am a printer, and deſire to print 
un play. 

. ed PRINr. Sir, I'll give you the moſt moriey. 

Pit. [To 2d Printer, whiſpering] You ſhall have 
it—Oh! I am heartily glad to ſee you. [Takes bim 
afide.] You know my farce comes on to-day; and 
I have many enemies z 1 hope you will ſtand by me: 

Por. Depend on me, never fear your enemies, 

II warrant we make more noiſe than they. | 

PII. Thou art a very honeſt fellow. 

| [Shaking him by the Hand. 

Porr. I am always proud to ſerve you. 

PII. I wiſh you would let me ſerve you, I wiſh 
you would turn actor, and 1 of of Levi in ſome 
of my farces. | 

PoegeT. No, I thank you, I don't intend to come 


upon the ſtage, myſelf; but I deſire you would let 
5 me 


* * 
2 7 
© 4 
— , 
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me recommend this handſome, genteel, young fel- 
. low to act the part of a fine gentleman. _ 

PII. Depend on it, he ſhall do the very firſt I 
Ping on the ſtage : 1 dare ſwear, Sir, his abilities 
are ſuch that the town will be obliged to us both for 
producing them. _ 

PoxrT. 1 hope ſo; but I muſt take my leave of 
you, for I am to meet a ſtrong party that I have en- 
gaged for your ſervice. 

Pic. Do, do, be ſure, do clap heartily. 

PoeT. Fear not, 1 warrant we bring you off tri- 
umphant.. [ Exeunt, 

Pit. Then I defy the town, if by my friends, 
Againſt their liking, I ſupport my farce,  _ 
And fill my loaded pockets with their pence ; 

Let after ages damn me if they pleaſe. 

SOUR. Well, Sir, and pray what do you. princi- 
pally intend by this levee ſcene? _ 

Spar. Sir, I intend firſt to warn all füture authors 
from depending ſolely on a party to ſupport them 
againſt the judgment of the town. Secondly, ſhew- 
ing that even the author of a farce may have his at- 
tendants and dependants ; I hope greater perfons 
may learn to deſpiſe them, which may be a more uſe- 
ful moral than you may apprehend ; for perhaps the 
mean ambition of being worſhipp'd, flatter'd, and 
attended by ſuch fellows as theſe, may have led men 
into the worlt of ſchemes from which chey could 
promiſe themlclves little more. 


Enter HONESTUS. 


How. You ſent me word that you deſir'd to ſee me. 
Pil. I did, Honeſtus, for my farce appears 
This day upon the ſtage and I intreat 
Your preſence in the pit, to > help Papplaud it. 
Hon. Faith, Sir, my voice ſhall never be corrupt. 
If I approve your farce, I will applaud it; 
If not, I'll 2920 it, tho” I hiſs alone. 5 ei L 47, 
Vol. III. N C 
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1 tell you, Sir, the farce you act to-night 
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Pfr. Now, by my ſoul, I hope to fee the tie,” 


When none ſhall dare to hiſs within the houſt. a 
Hox. I rather hope to ſee the time, when "i, 


But merit always bear away the prize. 
If you have merit, take your merit's due; 1 
I n not, why ſhould a bungler i in his art GE 
Keep off ſome better genius from the ſtage ? 


I don't approve, nor will the houſe, unleſs. 
Your friends by partiality prevail. 
Beſides, you are moſt impolitick to affront 
The army in the beginning of your piece; 
Your fatire is unjuſt, I know no ghoſt 
Of army-beaus, unleſs of your own making. 
Sour. What do you mean by that? 
Spar. Sir, in the farce of Eurydice, a ghoſt of a an 
army-beau was brought on the ſtage. 
Sour. O! ay, I remember him. 
Pic. I fear them not, I have ſo many lende, 
That the majority will ſure be mine. 
Horx. Curſe on this way of carrying things by 
friends. 
This bar to merit; by ſuch unjuſt means, 
A play's ſucceſs, or ill ſucceſs is known, 


And fix'd before it has been try'd i th? houſe; 
Yet grant it ſhou'd ſucceed, grant, that by chance, 


Or by the whim and madneſs of the town, 

A farce without contrivance, 'without ſenſe, 
Should run to the aſtoniſhment of mankind ; 
Think how you will be read in after-times, - 
When friends are not, and the impartial judge 
Shall wich the meaneſt ſcribbler rank your name; 
Who would not rather wiſh a Butler's fame, 
Diſtreſs'd, and poor in every thing but merit, 
Than be the blundering laureat to a court? 

Pil. Not I—On me, ye gods, beſtow the pence, 
And give your fame to any 70 ls you pleaſe. 
Horx. Your love of pence ſufficiently you ſhew, 

7 | By 


— . EPRYDISE üis st is 
By raiſing ſtill your prices on the town. 
Pr. The town for their own ſakes thoſe prices pay; 

Which the additional expence demands. 


And Jet not Harlæquin fill pick our pockets, | 
With his low paltry tricks, and juggling cheats, 
Which gay ſehoalboy, was hb an the Rage, 
Could do as well as he In former titnes; 
When better actors acted. hetter plays, 
The town paid leſs. 
Pit. We have more actars now. 


need. 

Make your additional expence apparent, 

Let it appear quite neceſſary too. 

And then, perhaps, they Il grumble nat to pay: 
Pil. What is a manager whom the publick rulè? 
How, The ſervant of the publick, and no more : 

For tho? indeed you ſee the actors nad, 

Yet from the people's pockets come the pence, 

They therefore ſhow'd decide what they will pay for. 

"Pix. If you aſſiſt me;on this trial-day; 

You may aſſure yourſelf a dedication. 

Hon. No bribe—I go impartialc your cauſe, 
Like a juſt critick, to give worth applaule; 
But damn you if you write againſt our laws. | Zx:t. 

Pit. I wiſh I cou'd have gain'd ane honeſt man 
Sure to my ide But ſince the attempt is vain, 
Numbers muſt ſerve for worth; the veſſel ſails 
With equal rapid fury and ſucceſs, 2 
Borne by the fouleſt ride, as cleareſt ſtream. 

Enter VALET DE CHAMBRE; 

Var. Your honour's Muſe 
Is come to wait upon ybu. 

Pit. Shew her in. | . 

I gueſs ſhe comes to ehide me, for negiat, 

Since twice two days have paſt fince I ivok'd het, 

X 2 | | nf 
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Re | Enter MUSE. 


Sounwir. The devil there lde. This is a 
mighty pretty way the gentleman has found' out to 
infinuate his acquaintance with the muſes; tho”, 
like other ladies, I believe they are often wrong'd 

fellows who brag of favours they never receiv'd. 

Pil. Why wears my gentle Muſe fo ſtern a brow? 
Why awful thus affects ſhe to appear, | 
Where ſhe delighted to be ſo ſerene ? 

Musk. And doſt thou aſk, thou traitor, dot thou 

alk ? 

Art thou not conſcious of the wrongs [ bear, 

Neglected, lighted for a freſher Muſe? _ 

1 whoſe fond heart too eaſily did yield »v 

My virgin joys and honour to thy arms, | 

And bore thee Paſquin. 

Pit. Where will this fury end? 

Musk. Aſk thy baſe haart late is Eurydice? 

PI. By all har s great, begotten on no Muſe, 
The trifling offspring of an idle hour, 

Yo you were abſent, far below your care. 
Mus. Can I believe you had her by no Muſe? 
Pur. mall by your love, and more, by n mine you 

5 a | 

My raptur'd fancy ſhall again enjoy thee z 

Cure all thy jealouſies, and eaſe thy fears. 
Musk. Wilt thou? make ready how thy pen and 

=_ 

' Fir. O, they are ever ready; when they fail, 
May'ſt thou forſake me, may'ſt thou then inſpire 
The blundering brain of (cribblers, who for hire 
Would write away their country's liberties. 

Musk. O name not wretches ſo below the Muſe : 
No, my dear Pillage, ſooner will I whet 
The Ordinary of Ne ewgate's leaden quill ; 

Sooner will 1 indite the annual verſe, 

Which city bellmen, or court laureats ſing; 

Sooner 
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Sooner with thee in humble garret dwell, 

And thou, or elſe thy Muſe diſclaims thy pen, 
Would'ſt ſooner ſtarve, ay, even in priſon ſtarye, 
Than vindicate oppreſſion for thy bread, 

Or write down hberty to gain thy own. 


- 


Sour. Heyday ! methinks this merry ! is 


growing ſublime. 
rar. That laſt is, indeed, a little out of my pre- 
ſent ſtile; it dropt from me before I was aware; 


talking of liberty made me ſerious in ſpite of my 


teeth, for between you and me, Mr. Sourwit, I 


think that affair is paſt a jeſt: But I aſk your: pars. 


don, you ſhall have no more on't. 
PII. Come to my arms, inſpire me with ſweet 
thoughts. = 
And now thy inſpiration fires my brain: 
Not more I felt thy power, nor fiercer burnt 
My vig'rous fancy, when thy bluſhing charms - 
Firſt yielded trembling, and inſpir'd my pen 
To write nine ſcenes with ſpirit in one Fu 
Musz. That was a day indeed! 
Sour. Ay, faith! ſoit was 
Musk. And does my Pillage write with } Joy as 
RENT; 
Would not a freſher ſubject charm his pen N 
PL. Let the dull fated appetite Re 
Variety to whet its blunted edge; | 
The ſubject which has once delighted me 
Shall ſtill delight, ſhall ever be my choice; 
Come to my arms, thou maſterpiece of nature. 
The faireſt roſe, firſt op' ning to the ſun, 


Bears not thy beauty, nor ſends forth thy ſweets 3. $ 


For that once gather'd loſes all its pride, 

Fades to the ſight, and ſickens to the ſmell ; | 

Thou, gather'd, charmeſt every ſenſe the more, 

Can'ſt flouriſh, and be gather'd er and o'er. ¶ Exeunt. 
Spar. There, they are gone to write a * and 


the town may expect the fruit of it. 3 
„„ | Sour: 
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Sovg. Yes, I think the town may expect an off. 


ſpring deed. 
15 But now my cataſtrophe is approaching; 


change the ſcene to the otithde of the e playhouſe, 7 
25 enter two getirlemen, 9 0 


Enter {wo G entlemmn.. 


1ſt Gar. Came you from the houſe ? ? 
2d GEN. I did. 
1ft GexT. How wears the farce ? 
2d Gent, The pit is cramm'd, I could not get 
admiſſion, 
Fat af the door I heard a mighty noiſe, 
t ſeem'd of approbation, and of laughter. 
iſt GEN T. Tt laughter, it was ſurely approvgtion, 
For I've long Audi the dramatick art, 
Ve ead many volumes, ſeen a thouſand plays, 
henee I've at length found out this certain truth, 
That laughs applaud a farce, and tears a tragedy, 
Sour. A very gteat diſcoyery indeed, and very 
pompouſly introduced! 
Spar. You ſneer, Mr. Sourwit; but 1 have ſeen 
diſcoveries in life of the ſame nature, introduced 
Sou. But don't you intend to lay the ſcene in 
the theatre, and let us ſee the farce fairly damn'd 


before us? 
Spar. No, Sir, it is a thing of too horrible a 


nature; for which reaſoh I ſhall follow Horace's 
tute, and only introduce a deſcription of ir, Come, 
enter, Deſcription ; J aſſure you I have thrown y- | 
felf out "greatly ir in this next ſcene,” 


Enter third Gentleman. 


3d Gent. Oh, friends, all's loſt! Eurydice is 


85 dadmn'd. 
ol GENT. Ha! amd! A few ſhort moments 


EY © paſt I came. 1 
. From 
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From, the pitdoor, and heard a loud applauſe. 

ENT. Tis true, at firſt the pit ſeem'd great- 
ly pleas'd, - | „„ 
And loud applauſes thro? the benches rung,. 

But as the plot began to open more, _- 
(A ſhallow plot) the claps leſs frequent grew, 
Till by degrees a gentle hiſs aroſe RE 
This by a catcall from the gallery ER 
Was quickly ſeconded : Then follow'd claps, 
And long *twixt claps and hiſſes did ſucceed, 
A ſtern contention : Victory hung dubious. _ 
So hangs the conſcience, doubtful to determine 
When honeſty pleads here and there a bribe; 
At length, from ſome ill-fated actor's mouth, 
Sudden there iſſued forth a horrid dram, 
And from anather ruſh'd two gallons forth: 
The audience, as it were contagious air, 
All caught it, halloo'd, catcall'd, biſs'd, and groan'd. 
iſt GzyT, I always thought indeed, that joke 
would damn him; „„ a 
And told him that the people would nat take it. 
3d Genr. But it was mighty pleaſant to behold, 
When the damnation of the farce was ſure, 
How-all thoſe friends who had begun the claps, 
With greateſt vigour ſtrove who firft ſhould hiſs, 
And ſhew diſapprobation. And John Watts, 
Who was this morning eager for the copy, 
Slunk haſty from the pit, and ſhook his head. 
2d GEN. And ſo'tis certain that his farce is gone? 
3d GEx T. Moſt certain, 6a 
2d Gent. Let us then retire with ſpeed, 
For ſee he comes this way. 
3d GEN T. By all means, | 8 
Let us avoid him with what haſte we can. [ Exeunt. 


Enter PILLAGE. 


4 
* 


P. Then I am damn'd — Curſt henceforth 
be the bard, „ : 
Who e'er depends on fortune, or on friends. 
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Sour. So, the play is over; for 1 reckon you 
will not find it poſſible to get any one to come near 
this honeſt gentleman. 

Spar. Yes, Sir, there is one, and you may eaſily 
gueſs who it is: The man who will not flatter his 
friend in proſperity, will hardly leave him in adver- 
ſity— Come, enter Honeſtus. 

Pit. Honeſtus here ! will he not ſhun me 07 

Ho. ke Paſquin ran, and the town lik'd you 

mo 
And every ſcribbler loaded you with praiſe, 
I] did not court you, nor will ſhun you now. 

Pit. Oh! had I taken your advice, my friend! 
] had not now been damn'd Then had I truſted 
To the impartial judgment of the town, 

And by the goodneſs of my piece had try'd 

Fo merit favour, nor with vain reliance 

On the frail promiſe of uncertain friends, 

Produc'd a farce like this—friends who forſook me 

And left me noughtto comfort me, but this. [ Drinks. 
Hon. Forbear to drink. + 
PII. Oh! it is now too late. 

Already I have drank two bottles off 

Of this fell potion, and it now begins 

To work its deadly purpoſe on my brain; 

I'm giddy, ha! my head begins to ſwim, 

And fee . all pale before me; 

Why doſt thou haunt me thus? I did not damn thee. 

By Jove there never was a better farce : 

She beckons me—Say—whether—blame the town, 

And not thy Pillage—Now my brain's on fire! 

My ſtaggering ſenſes dance and I am 

Horx. Drunk. 

That word he ſhould have ſaid, that ends the verſe: ; 
Farewel, a twelve-hours nap compoſe thy ſenſes. 
May mankind profit by thy ſad example, 

May men grow wiſer, writers grow more ſcarce, 
And no man dare to make a ſimple farce. 
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A Dramatick Entertainment of Walking, in 
Serious and Fooliſh Characters. 


Interlarded wich 


Burleſque, Groteſque, Comick Interludes, 
CALL'D 


HARLEQUIN A PICKPOCKET. 


As it is performed at the 


NEW THEATRE in the HAY-MARKET, 
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Mr. JOHN LUN, 


Vulgarly call'd EsQuias. 


81A, ; 
TF HOUGH Paſquin has put Dedications 


in ſo ridiculous a light, that patrons 
may, perhaps, pay ſome ſhame for the future 
for reading their own praiſes ; yet, I hope you 
will not begin to be affected with ſo trouble- 
ſome a paſſion, when I tell you, I know no 
man in England to whom I can fo properly 
dedicate the following pages as yourſelf. 


It is to you, Sir, we owe (if not the inven- 
tion) at leaſt the bringing into a faſhion, that 
ſort of writing which you have pleaſed to diſ- 
tinguiſh by the name of Entertainment. Your 
ſucceſs herein (whether owing to your heels 
or your head, I will not determine) fafficiently 


entitles you to all reſpect from the inferior dab- | 


lers in things of this nature. 


But, Sir, I have farther obligations to you 


than the ſucceſs, whatever it be, which this 


little farce may meet with, can lay on me. It 
was to a play judiciouſſy brought on by you in 
77 
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the May-month, to which I owe the original 
hint, as I have always own'd, of the contraſted 
poets, and two or three other particulars, which 
have received great applauſe on the ſtage, Nor 


am I leſs obliged to you for difcovering in my 


imperfect performance the ſtrokes of an author, 
any of whoſe wit, if I have. preſerved entire, 


1 fhall think it my chief merit to the town. 


Though I cannot enough cure myſelf of ſelfiſn- 
neſs, while I meddle in dramatick writings, to 
profeſs a ſorrow that one of fo ſuperior a genius 
is led, by his better ſenſe and better fortune, to 
more profitable ſtudies than the ſtage. How far 
you have contributed to this, I will not preſume 

to determine. Farther, as Paſquin has proved 


of greater advantage to me, than it could have 


been at any other playhouſe, under their pre- 
ſent regulations, I am oblig'd to you for the in- 
difference you ſhew'd at my propoſal to you of 
bringing a play on your ſtage this winter, which 
immediately determin'd me againſt any farther 
purſuing that project; for as I never yet yielded 


to any mean or ſubſervient ſolicitations of the 
great men in real life, I could by no means 


prevail on myſelf to play an underpart in that 
dramatick entertainment of greatneſs, which 


you are pleaſed to divert yourſelf with in pri- 


vate, and which, was you to exhibit it in 
publick, might prove as profitable to you, and 
as diverting a Pantomime to the town, as any 
you have hitherto tavour'd us with. 


T am, moreover, much oblig'd to you for that 
ſatire on Paſquin, which you was fo kind to 


bring 
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bring on your ſtage; and here I declare (what- 
ever people may think to the contrary) you did ĩt 
of your own mere goodneſs, without any reward 
or ſolicitation from me. Ion it was a ſenſible 
pleaſure to me to obſerve the town, which had 
before been ſo favourable to Paſquin at his own 
houſe, confirming that applauſe, by thoroughly 
condemning the ſatire on him at > orange 


Whether this was written by your command 
or your aſſiſtance, or only acted by your permiſ- 
fon; I will not venture to decide. I believe every 
impartial honeſt man will conclude, that either 
lays me under the ſame obligation to you, and 
juſtly entitles you to this dedication. Indeed I 
am inclin'd to believe the latter; for I fancy you 
have too ſtrong a head ever to meddle with 
Common :ſenſe, eſpecially ſince you have found 
the way ſo well to ſucceed without her, and you 
are too great and good a Manager, to keep a 
needleſs ſupernumerary in your houſe. 


I ſuppoſe you will here expect ſomething in 
the dedicatory ſtyle on your perſon and your 
accompliſhments: But why ſhould I entertain 
the town with a recital of your particular per- 
fections, when they may ſee your whole merit 
all at once, whenever you condeſcend to perform 
the Harlequin? However, I ſhall beg leave to 
mention here (I ſolemnly proteſt, without the 
leaſt deſign of flattery) your adequate behaviour 
in that great ſtation to which you was born, 
your great judgment in plays and players, tao 
well known to be here expatiated on; your ge- 

neroſity, 
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nerolity, in diverting the whole kingdom with 
your racehorſes at the expence, I might almoſt 
fay, of more than your purſe. To ſay nothing 
of your wit and other perfections, I muſt farce 
_— to add, tho' I know every man will be 
leas'd with it but yourſelf, That the perſon 
— 5 has the mar to know your very inmoſt 
thoughts beſt, is the moſt ſenſible of your great 


endowments. 


But, Sir, while I am pn myſelf, and 


1 behews the world, Jam, I fear, 1 you; 
I will therefore deſiſt, tho? I can affirm what 


few dedicators can, that T can, and perhaps 
may, ſay much more; and only affure you 
that I am, with the ſincerity of moſt of che 
foregoing lines, 


Your moſt obedient, 


and moſt bumble Serwant, 


A R G UM E N T. 


HAETON was the Son of PROEBUs, = 
JK and CLyMEens à Grecian Oyfterwench, = 
The b. Pariſh-boys would often upbraid bim uni 
the infamy of his mother Cuywent, telling 
him, ſhe reported bim to be the ſon of APOLLO, 
only to cover her adultery with a ſerjeant of 
the Foot-guarls, He romplains 20 'CLymens 
of the affront put upon them both, She adviſes 
him to go to the Roundhouſe (the temple of his 
father} and there be reſolved from his own 
mouth of the truth of his Sire ; bidding him at 
the ſame time beg ſome indubitable mark, that 
ſhould condince the uvorld that his mother au 
a virtuous woman, and whore to PRSEBUS. 
He goes to the ſaid N where APOLLO 
grants his requeſt, und gives him the 2 
of his lanthorn for a day. The youth falling 
aſteep, was tumbled out of the wheelbarrow, 
and what became of him il could never learn. | 
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Dramatis Perſonæ. 


Machixx, the compoſer, Mr. Roß ERTsõ. 
Fus ri Ax, an Author, 
SNEER WELL, a CfEick}, Mr. MachEx. 


ProMPTER, 
CLYMENE, , 
JurirER, 

NE PTUN E, 
Phok zus, 
Olo. PhaBTON, 


Touxo PHAETON, | 


AURORA, 
AvRoRa's Maid, 
TERRA, 

Gen1vs of Gin, 
HaARLEQUIN 
FusTICE, 
Jusrick's Clerk, 


MAxAG ERS, 
STARS, | 


CoLUMBINE, 
1ſt COUNTRY MAN, 
2d COUNTRYMAN, 


3d COUNTRYMAN, 


iſt Rak E, 
2d Ra RE, 
3d Rake, 
4th Rake, 


CHAIRMEN, 


| P1#ToL, 
Tracedy Kino, 


ScnooL-MisTRESS, 


TaAOEDY QUEEN, 


WATCHMEN, 


Mrs. EctrrTov. 
Miſs Jowes. 


Miſs Ferovs0N. 


Mr. TuRN ER. 


1 Mr. SMITH... 
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Mrs. CRARK E. 
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Mr. SMITH. 
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Mr. Jones. z. 
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Maſter SHRERWIN. 
Miſs FERGUsON. 
Mademoiſelle BEAUMAUNT. 
Mr. SMITH. 

Mr. LowpkR. 

Mr. CoLLERD. 


Mr. Boortnsy. 


Mr. PoLLEN. 
Mr. WarLis. 
Mr. PRENIX. 


Mr. CoLLERD. 
Mr. LOwD ER. 
Mr. PULLEN. 
Mrs. EGERTON. 
Miſs Joxxs. 
Mr. SMITH. 
Mr. LowDER. 


) Mr. CoLLERD. 


Mr. CHAPMAN. 


Conſtables, Watch, Fiddlers, Lanthorns, Suna, 
5 Moons, Whores, &c. &c» KM. 
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PROMPTER, FUSTIAN, SNEER- 
WEL, ad MACHINE. 


PROMPTER. 


R. Fuſtian, I hope the tragedy is over, Pa 
M Mr. Machine is juſt come, and we muſt 
practiſe the entertainment. | 

FusrT. Sir, my tragedy is done; but you need not. 

be in ſuch haſte about your entertainment, for you 
will not want it this ſeaſon. 

Promy. That, Sir, I don't know; but we dare 
not diſoblige Mr. Machine, for fear he ſhould go to 
the other houſe. 

SEER. Dear Fuſtian, do let us ſtay and ſee the 
practice. 

Fosr. And can you bear, after ſuch a 1 
meal of tragedy as you have had, to put away the 
taſte with ſuch an inſipid deſert ? 

SEER. It will divert me a different way.“ I 
can admire the ſublime which I have ſeen in the tra- 
gedy, and laugh at the ridiculous which I n in 
the entertainment. 

Fusr. You ſhall laugh by yourſelf then. (Gas. 

SNEER. Nay, dear Fe uſtian, I beg you wou'd ſtay 
for me, for I believe I can ſerve you; 1 will carry 
you to dinner in a large companys. where 8 may 
diſpoſe of ſome tickets. 


Var. III. | 8 | | Fusr, 


258 TUMBLE-DOWN DICK; OR, 


FusT. Sir, I can deny you nothing. Ay, I have 

a few tickets in my pockets. 
. [Pulls ont a vaſt quantity of Paper. 

Mach. Gentlemen, I muſt beg you to clear the 
ſtage intirely ; for in things of this ſerious nature, if 
we do not comply with the exacteſt decency, the au- 
dience will be very juſtly offended. 

Fosr. Things of a ſerious nature ! oh the devil! 

Macn. Harkye, Prompter, who is that figure 


there? 3 
Prome. That, Sir, is Mr. F uſtian, author of the 


New Tragedy. 

Maca. Oh! I ſmoke him, I ſmoke him. Bot, 
Mr. Prompter, I muſt inſiſt that you cut out a great 
deal of Othello, if my Pantomime is perform'd with 
it, or the audience will be pall'd before the entertain- 


ment begins. , 
Prome. We'll cut out the fifch act, Sir, if you 


pleaſe. 
Mac. Sir, that's not t enough, PII have the firſt. 


eut out too. 
Fus r. Death and the devil! Can I bear this? Shall 


Shakeſpear be mangled to introduce this trumpery? 
Prome. Sir, this gentleman brings more money 


to the houſe, than all the poets put together. 
Mach. Pugh, pugh, Shakeſpear ! Come, 


let down the curtain, and play away the overture.— 
Prompeer, to your poſt. 
[T he curtain drawn up, diſcovers Phaeton leaning 
Val t the ſcent. 


IC ENE, 4 Cobler's Stall. 


Enter CLYMENE. 


SNEER, Pray, Str, who are theſe extraordinary 
figures ? 

"Mac. He, leaning againſt the dene, is Phaeton; 
and the lady is Clymene; or Clymene, as they call 


her! in 'Drury-Lane. This ſcene, Sir, is in the true 
3 alter- 
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altercative, or ſcolding ſtyle of the ancients, Com 
Madam, begin. | „„ „„ 

Cr vM. You lazy, louſy raſcal, is't well done, 
T hat you, the heir apparent of the Sun, 
Stand with your arms before you, like a lout, ' 
When your great father has two hours ſet out, N 
And bears his Janthorn all the world about? 
Puk. 3 Mother, Mother! think you it ſounds 
That the Sun's ſon in cobler's ſtall ſhould dwell ? 
Think you it does not on my ſoul encroach 
To walk on foot while father keeps à coach? 
If he ſhou'd ſhine into the ſtall, d'ye think, 
To ſee me mending ſhoes, he wou'd not wink? 
Beſides, by all the pariſh-boys I'm flamm'd, 
You the Sun's fon! You raſcal, you be damn'd! 
CLyM. And doſt thou, Blockhead, then make all 
V 5 
Becauſe you're fleer'd at by the pariſh- boys ? 
When, Sirrah, you may know the mob will dare 
Sometimes to ſcorn, and hiſs at my Lord Mayor. 


„„ Gilliflower gentle Roſemary. 


PhAk. O Mether, this ſtory will never go down, 
*Twill ne er be believ'd by the boys of the town , 
Nis true what you ſwore, 
| Pm the ſon of a whore, © 
They all believe that, but believe nothing more. 
CLy. You raſcal, who dare your mama thus to doubt, 
Come along to the juſtite, and he'll make it out; 
| He knows very awell, 
When you firſt made me ſwell, | 
That I ſwore *twas the Sun that bad ſhin'd in my cell. 


Paaz. O Mother, Mother, I muſt ever grigee 3 

Can I the juſtice, if not you, believe? | 

It to your-oath no credit I afford, 

Do you believe, I'll take bis worſhip's word? | 
| 8 2 Cr v. 5 
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CLy. Go, to the watchhouſe, where your father 
bright 
That lanthorn keeps which gives the world its light; 
Whence ſallying, he does the day's gates unlock, 
Walks thro? the world's great ANCE th and tells folks 
what's o'clock, 
Prat. With joy Igo; and ere two days are run, 
Pl know if I am my own father's ſon. [Exit. 
CLy. Go, clear my fame, for greater *tis in life 
To be a great man's whore, than poor man's wife. 
If you are rich, your vices men adore, 
But hate and ſcorn your virtues, if you're poor. 


TE A I Rs Pierot Tune. 


Great courtiers palaces contain, 
Poor courtiers fear a gaot, 
Great parſons riot in Champaign, 
_ Peor parſons ſet in ale; 
Great whores in coaches gang, 
Smaller miſſes, © 
For their kiſſes, 
Are in Bridewell bang'd ; 
Whilſt in vogue 
Lives the great rogue, | 
Small rogues are by dozens hang d. Exit. 


[The ſeene draws and diſcovers the Sun in a great 
e's in the roundhouſe, attended by unn. 


Enter PHAETON. 


SNEER.. Pray, Sir, what is the ſcene to repreſent ? ? 

Mach. Sir, this is the palace of the Sun. 

Fust. It looks as like the Roundhouſe as ever I 
ſaw any thing. 

Mac. Yes, Sir, the Sun | is «ded; in the cha- 
racter of a watchman; and that lanthorn there repre- 
ſents his chariot. 

FusT. The devil it does! _ 

Mach. Yes, Sir, it does, and as like the chariot 
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of the Sun it 10 as ever you ſaw any thing on any 
ſtage. 
Fax I can't help thinking this a properer repre- 
ſentation of the Moon, than the Sun. 

SNEER. Perhaps the ſcene lies in the Antipodes, 
where the Sun riſes at midnight. 

Macn. Sir, the ſcene lies in Ovid's ee 
phoſes; and fo, pray Sir, don't aſk any more queſ- 
tions, for things of this nature are above criticiſm. 
PAE. What do I ſee? What beams of candle- 

light 
Break from that lanthorn, and put out my Gght ? 5. 

Pho B. Oh little Fhaey! pr ythee tell me why 
Thou tak*ſt this ev'ning's walk into the ſky ? 

PAE. Father, if I may call thee. by that name, 
come to clear my own and mother's fame; 

To prove myſelf thy baſtard, her thy mils. 2 

PfokE B. Come hither firſt, and give me, boy, a 

1 | [Kites bim. 
Now you ſhall ſee a dance, and that will ſhow, 
We lead as merry lives as folks below. 
[A dance of watchmen. 

Puk. Father, the dance has very well been done, 
But yet that does not prove I am your ſon. 

FusT, Upon my word, I think Mr. Phaeton is 
very much in the right on't; and I wou'd be glad to 
know, Sir, why this dance was introduc'd. 

Mach. Why, Sir? why as all dances are intro- 
duc'd, for the ſake of the dance. Beſides, Sir, wou'd 
it not look very unnatural in Phoebus to give his ſon 
no entertainment after ſo long an abſence ? Go on, 

o on. 
; Paoes. Thou art ſo like me, ſure you muſt be 
- _ _ mii; 
I ſhould be glad if you would ſtay and dine; 
l' give my bond, whate'er you aſk, to grant; 
Iwill, by Styx! an oath which break I can't. 


83 Prat. 
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PAR. Then let me, ſince that vaw muſt ne er be 
broke, | 
Carry one day that lanthorn for a joke. | 
Prots. Raſh was my promiſe, which I now muſt 
keep; 
But oh! take care you do not fall aſleep. 
Prat, If I ſucceed, I ſhall no ſcandal rue; 
If I ſhou'd ſleep, tis what moſt watchmen do. 
[ Exit, Phaeton, 
Prots. No more. Set out, and walk around 
the ſkies ; | 
My watch informs me it is time to riſe, Exit. 
Macy, Now for the comic, Sir. 
Fusr. Why, what the devil has this been d 
Macn. This has been the ſerious, Sir. the 
ſublime. The ſerious in an entertainment, anſwers 
to the ſublime in writing, Come, are all the rakes 
and whores ready at King's coffeehouſe ? 
P ROM. They are ready, A. 
Mach. Then draw the ſcene. Pray, let the car. 
penters take care that all the ſcenes be drawn in exact 
time and tune, that I may have no bungling in the 
tricks; for a trick is no trick, if not perform'd with 
great dexterity. Mr. Fuſtian, in tragedies and co- 
medies, and ſuch ſort of things, the audiences will 
make great allowances ; but they expect more from 
an entertainment; here, if the leaſt thing be out of 
prder, they never Paſs; it by. 
Fus r. Very true, Sir, tragedies do not depend ſo 
much upon the carpenter as you do. i 
Mach. Come, draw the ſcene. 


[The ſcene draws, and diſcovers PREY men and 
women drinking in King's coffechouſe. 


They 0 and dance. The dance ended, they /+ * the 
| following ſong. 


AJR 


w + L 
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AIR III. O London is a fine town. 
1 88 O Gin, at length, is putting down, 
Aud lis the more the pity; 

Petition for it all the town, 
Petition all the city,” 

Chorus. O Gin, Ce. 


J Rake, *T was Gin that wade trainbands 2 fut, 
To whom each caſtle yields; 
This made them march the town about, 
And take all Tuttle-fields. 
Chorus. O Gin, Se. 


1 Rake. Js Gin, as all our n know, 
Has ſerv'd our army too; 
This makes them make ſo fine a ſhow, _ 
At Hydepark, at review. 
Chorus. O Gin, c. 


1 Rake. But what I hope will change your notes, 
And make your anger fleep;, _ 
Conſider, none can bribe his votes 
With liquor half ſo cheap. 
Chorus. O Gin, Sc. 


Fusr. I ſuppoſe, Sir, you took a cup of Gin to 
inſpire you to write this fine ſong, 


| During the ſong, Harlequin enters, and picks 
pockets. A poet's pocket is pick'd of his play, 
which, as be was geing to pawn for the rec. 
koning, he miſſes Harlequin 7s diſcover'd 
conſtables and watch are fete in; the watch- 
men walking in their ſecp; they bind bim in 
chains, confine him in the cellar, and leave bim 
alone. The genius of Gin riſes out of a tub. 


Gex. Take, Harlequin, this me wand, 
All things ſhall yiels to thy command : 
Whether you wou'd appear incog. 
In _— of monkey, any or dog; Dh 
84 Or 
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Or elſe to ſhew your wit, transform 
Your miſtreſs to a butterchurn ; 
Or elſe, what no magician can, 
Into a wheelbarrow turn a man; 
And pleaſe the gentry above ſtairs, 
By ſweetly crying, Mellow pears. 
Thou ſhalt make jeſts without a head, 
And judge of plays thou canſt not read. 
Whores and racehorſes ſhall be thine, 
Champaign ſhall be thy only wine; 
While the beſt poet, and beſt player, 
Shall both be forc'd to feed on air; 
Gin's genius all theſe things reveals, 
Thou ſhalt perform, by we of heels. 
[Exit Genius, 


[ Enter conflable and watchmen. They take Har- 
lequin out, and the ſcene changes to the ſtreet; 
a crowd before the juſtice s houſe. Enter a clerk 
in the charafter of Pierrot; they all go in. 
The ſcene changes to the juſtice's parlour, and 
diſcovers the "+ een to Pell F an old 
ſcboolmictreſs.] 


Fusr. Pray, Sir, who are thoſe hers 2 

Mach. Sir, that's a juſtice of peace; and the 
other is a ſchoolmiſtreſs, teaching the juſtice to ſpell; 
for you muſt know, Sir, the juſtice is a very inge- 
nious man, and a very great ſcholar, but happen'd 
to have the misfortune 1n his youth never to learn 
to read. 


[ Enter * in cuſtocy; Columbine, poet, 
&Cc. The poet makes his complaint to the juſtice , 
the juſtice orders a Mittimus for Harlequin ; 
Columbine courts the juſtice to let Harlequin 
eſcape ; he grows fond of her, but will not com- 
ply till ſbe offers him money; he then MM 
Harlequin, and commits the poet. 


F UST, Pray, how is this brought about, Sir ? 
Maca. 
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Mach. How, Sir! why b' bribery. You know, 
Sir, or may know, that Ari otle, in his book con- 
cerning entertainments, had laid it down as a princi- 
pal rule, that Harlequin is always to eſcape; and PH 
be judg'd by the whole world, if ever he eſcap'd 1 ina 
more natural manner. 


[The conftable carries off the poet; Harlequin hits 
the juſtice a great rap upon the back, and runs f; 
Columbine goes to follow ; Pierrot lays hold on 
ber; the Juſtice, being recover” d of his blow, ſeizes 
ber, and carries her in. Pierrot fits down to 
learn to Pell, and the ſeen  ſouts. ] 


' [Scene the fireet. H arlequin re-enters, conſidering 
how to regain Columbine, and bite the juſtice, 
Two chairmen croſs the tage with @ China. jar, on 
a horſe, directed to the Theatre-Royal in Drury- 
Lane. Harlequin gets into it, and is carryd 
inio the juſtices ;, the ſcene changes to the juſtice's 
houſe ; Harlequin is brought in, in the jar; the 
Juſtice, Pierrot, and Columbine enter; the juſtice 
offers it as a preſent to Columbine. ] 


FosT. Sir, Sir, here's a man error, I obſerve; 
how comes the juſtice to attempt buying this jar, 
as I ſuppoſe you intend, when it is directed to the 
Theatre- Royal in Drury-Lane. 

Mach. Sir, Sir, here's no error, I obſerve; for 
how ſhou'd the juſtice know that, when he can't 
rent 
Swe. Ay, there J think, Mr. Fuſtian, you muſt 
own yourſelf in the wrong. 

FusT: People that can't read, out net to be 
brought upon the ſtage, that's all. 

[MWpile the jufice "and chairmen are talking ab ut 
the jar, Harlequin tumbles down upon him. The 
| Juſtice and Pierrot run off in @ fright. Colum- 
bine runs to Harlequin, who carries ber off. 
The chairmen Se out with the jar.) 

ONEER, 
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Swxtr, Pray, Mr. Machine, how came that j Jar 
not to be broke? 


Mach. Becauſe it was no jar, Sir; 1 ſee you know 
very little of theſe affairs. 


[Scene the ſtreet. Harlequin and Columbine re- 
enter, purſu'd by the juſtice and his clerk.] 


[Scene changes to a barber's ſhop ; he ſets Columbine 
down to ſhave her, blinds the clerk with the ſuds, 
and turns the juſtice into a perizvig-block.] 

Macn. There, Sir, there's wit and humour, and 

transformation for you. 

FusT. The transformation is odd enough, indeed. 

Mach. Odd, Sir! What, the juſtice i into a block ? 

No, Sir, not odd at all; there never was a more 
natural and eaſy transformation; but don't interrupt 


us. Goon, goon. 


[The clerk takes the wig off the block, puts it on, 
and edmires himſelf ; „ dire8s bim 5 
powder it better, which, while be 1s doing, 
throws him into the trough, and ſbuts him * 
Harlequin and Columbine go of. The juſtice 
re- enters without his wig ; his man calls to him out 
of the trough, be takes him out, and they go off to- 
getber iu vole Bo of Harlequin.  _ _ 

Mack. Thus ends, Sir, my firſt comic. Now, 

Sir, for my ſecond ſerious, or ſublime. Come, draw 
the ſcene, and diſcover Aurora, or the Morning, 
Juſt going to break, and her maid 1 ironing her linen. 
Aux. The devil take the wench, is't not a ſname 
You ſhou'd be lazy, and I bear the blame ? 


Make haſte, you drone, for if I longer ſtay, 


T he Sun will riſe before the break of day; 
Nor can I go till my clean linen's done: 


How will a dirty morning look in June? 


M arp. Shifts, Madam, can't be dry d before 
they're wet; | 


You muſt wear fewer, or more changes pet. 
| FusT. 
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Fus r. Pray, Sir, 1 in what book of the ancients, do 
you find any mention of Aurora's waſherwoman ? 
Mack. Don't trouble me with the ancients, Sir; 

if ſhe's not in the ancients, I have improv'd upon 
the ancients, Sir, that's all. 

Avg. Dare you to me in ſuch a manner ſpeak? 
The morning is ſcarce fine three times a week; { 
But I can't tay, and as I am muſt break. ¶ Exit. 

Map. Break, and be hang'd ; pleaſe heav'n I'll 

give you warning, 


Night wants a maid, and ſo PI! leave the Morning. 
U 


scENE changes to an open Country. 


Enter two Countrymen. 


I CounTay. Is it day yet, neighbour ? 

2 CouxTR . Faith, neighbour, I can't tell he- 
ther it is or no. It is 2 curſed naſty morning; I 
with we have not wet weather. 

i CounTRy. It begins to grow a kite lighter 
tho', now. 


[Aur rora craſſes the Stage, with two or three girls 
carrying. farthing candles. 


- Fusr. Pray, Sir, what do thoſe children repre- 
6 

Mach. Sir, thoſe children are all ſtars; and vou 
ſhall ſee preſently, as the Sun riſes, the candles will 
go out, which repreſents the diſappearing of che ſtars. 

FusT. O the devil! the devil! 

Mach. Dear Sir, don't be angry. Why will 
you not allow me the ſame latitude that is allow'd 
to all other compoſers of entertainments? Does not 
a dragon deſcend from heil in Doctor Fauitus ? 
And people go up to hell in Pluto and Projerpine ? 
Does not a ſquib repreſent a thunderbelt in the rape 


of Proſerpine? And what are all tac ſuns, Sir, 
that 
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that have ever ſhone upon the ſtage, but candles? 

And if they repreſent the ſun, I think they may 

very well repreſent the ſtars.  _ 

FvusrT. Sir, I aſk your pardon. But, Sir — 

Mach. Pray, Sir, be h the candles mill be 
gone out before they ſho and burn the girls 
fingers before the Sun can riſe. | 

1 CounTtay. I'll cen go ſaddle my horſes. 

2 Coux TRY. Odio! methinks *tis woundy light 
all "6f a ſudden; the ſun __ deviliſh faſt to-day, 
methinks. 

1 Coux Rv. Mayhap he's s going a 1 for hunting 
to-day, but he takes deviliſh large leaps. 

2 Coux R. Leaps, quotha ! cod he'll leap upon 
us, I believe. Its woundy hot, the ſkin is almoſt 
burnt off my face; I warrant I'm as black as a black- 
moor. [Phaeton falls and the lanthorn hangs bo- 
vering in the air.] 

Enter 3d Countryman. 

3 CounTry. O Neighbours | the world is at an 
end; call up the Parſon of the Pariſh; I am but juſt 
got up from my neighbour's wife, and have not had 
time to ſay my prayers ſince. 

1 CounTry. The world at an end! No, no, if 
this hot weather continues, we ſhall have harveſt in 
May. Odo, tho, tis damn'd hot! Pcod, I wiſh 
J had left my cloaths at home. | 

2 CounTsy. S'bud, I ſweat as if I had been at 
a hard day's work. 

1 Coux TRY. O, I'm ſcorch'd ! ! 

2 COUNTRY. 05 Pm burnt ! 

3 Coux rx Y. I'm on fire. [ Exeunt, crying Fire. 


NEPTUNE deſcends. 


Nepr. I am the mighty emperor of the ſea. 
FusT. I am mighty glad you tell us ſo, elſe we 
ſhould have taken you for the emperor of the air. 
Macn. Sir, he has been making. a viſit to Jupi- 
ter. Beſides, Sir, it is here introduced with great 
beauty; 


PHAE TON IN THE SUDS. 269 


beauty; for we may very naturally ſuppoſe, that the 
Sun, being drove by Phaeton ſo near the earth, had 


exhal'd all the ſea up into the air. 
Fus r. But methinks Neptune is | oddly dreſs'd for 


a god? 


Mach. Sir, I muſt dreſs my chan e 
like what people have ſeen; and as I preſume few 
of my audience have been nearer the ſea than 
Graveſend, ſo I dreſs'd him &en like a waterman. 

Sv RER. So that he is more properly the god of the 
Thames, than the god of the ſea. 

Mach. Pray let Mr. Neptune go on. 

Nr. Was it well done, O e 1 whillt I 
Paid you a civil viſit in the ſky, 

To ſend your Sun my waters to dry up, 

Nor leave my fiſh one comfortable ſup ? 

Mach. Come, enter the goddeſs of the earth, 
and a dancingmaſter, and dance the White Joke. 


They enter and dance. 


NePrT. What, can the Earth with frolicks thus 
inſpire 
To dance, when all her kingdom is is on fire? 
TERRA. Tho! all the earth was one continued 
ſmoke, 
*T would not prevent my dancing the White Joke. 
SER. Upon my word, the goddeſs is a great 
lover of dancing. 
Mach. Come, enter Jupiter with a pair of bel 
lows, and blow out the candle of the Sun. 


JUPITER enters, as above. 


TzRRA. But ha! great Jupiter has heard our 
rout, 
And blown the candle of the Sun quite out. 
Mach. Come now, Neptune and Terra, dance 
a minuet by way of thankſgiving. | 
FusT, But pray how is Len: vo fall'n all this 


time ? 
Mach. 
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Macy. Why you ſaw him fall, did not you? 
And chere he lies; and I think it's the firſt time I 
ever {aw him fall upon any ſtage. But I fancy he 
has lain there fo long, that he would be glad to get 
up again by this time; ſo pray draw the firſt flat 
over him. Come, enter Clymene. 

Cry. Art thou, my Phage, dead? O fooliſh el, 
To find your father, and to loſe yourſelf 

What ſhall I do to get another ſon, 

For now, alas ! my teeming-time is done? 


3 1-R: 1 


Thus when the wretched owl has found 

Her young owls dead as mice, 

Oer the jad ſpoil ſhe movers round, 
And views em once or twice: 

Then to ſome bollow tree ſhe flies, 
To bollow, Boot, and howl, 

7 ev'ry boy that paſſes, cries, 
The devils in the cot! 


"En by Come, enter Old Phaeton. 

FusT. Pray, Sir, who is Old Phaeton? for nei- 
ther Ovid nor Mr. Pritchard make any mention of 
him. 

M acy. Sir, he is the huſband of Clymene, and 
might have been the facker of Phaeton, it his wite 
would have let him. 


"Enter O LD PHAETON. 


Orv PRAE. What is the reaſon, wife, thro? all 
the town _ 
You publiſh me a cuckold up and down ? 
Is't not enough, as other women do, 
To cuckold me, but you mult tell it too? 

Cy. Goed cobler, do not thus iadulge your rage, 
But, like your brighter brethren of the age, 
Think it enough your betters do the deed, 
And that by horning you I mend the breed. 
OLD 
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Orp PAR. Madam, if horns I on my head muſt 

wear, | | 
'Tis equal to me who ſhall graft them there. 

CLy. To London, go, thou out-of-taſhion fool, 
And thou wilt learn in that great cuckolds ſchool, 
That every man who wears the marriage-fetters, 
Is glad to bo the cuckold of his betters; 
Therefore, no longer at your fate repine, 
For in your ſtall the Sun ſhall ever ſhine. 

Oro _—_ I bad rather have burnt candle all my 

life, | 

Than to the Sun have yielded up my wife. 
But ſince 'tis paſt, I muſt my fortune bear; 
Tis well you did not do it with a ſtar. 

CLy. og neighbours fee the ſanſhine 3 in your 

Hl 
Your fate will be the envy of them all; 8 
And each poor clouded man will wiſh the Sun 
Wou'd do to his wife, what to your wife las done. 
| [Exeunt Arm in Arm. 

Mack. There, Sir, is a ſcene in heroics, be- 
tween a cobler and his wife; now you ſhall have a 
ſcene in mere proſe between ſeveral gods. 

Fus r. I ſhould have thought it more natural for 
the gods to have talk'd in heroics, and the cobler 
and his wife in proſe. 

Mach. You think it would have "Wok more na- 
tural, ſo do I, and for that very reaſon have ayoid- 
ed it; for the chief beauty of an entertainment, Sir, 
is to be unnatural. Come, where are the gods? 8 


Enter JUPITER, NEPTUNE, and PHOEBUs. 


Top. Hark'e, you Phœbus, will you take up your 
lanthorn, and ſet out, Sir, or no? For, by Styx! 
I'Il put ſomebody elſe in your place, if you do not; 
I will not have the world left in 8 hacaule 


you are out of humour. 
— 
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Pho. Have I not reaſon to be out of humour, 
when you have deſtroy*'d my favourite child? 

Jue. *Twas your own fault; why did you truſt 
him with your lanthorn? 

Pros. I had promis'd by Styx, an oath which 

ou know was not in my power to break. 

Foe. I ſhall diſpute with you here no- longer; ſo 
either take up your lanthorn, and mind your buſi- 
neſs, or I'll diſpoſe of it to ſomebody elſe. I would 
not have you think I want ſuns, for there were two 
very fine ones that ſhone together at Drury-lane 
playhouſe; I myſelf ſaw em, for I was in the ſame 
entertainment. 

Phok B. I ſaw em too, but they were more like 
moons than ſuns; and as like any thing elſe as 
either. You had better ſend for the ſun from Co- 
vent-Garden houſe, there's a ſun that hatches an egg 
there, and produces a Harlequin. 

Joe. Yes, I remember that; but do you know 
what animal laid that egg ? 

Prots. Not IJ. 

Jup. Sir, that egg was laid by an aſs. 

NEpr. Faith, that ſun of the egg of an aſs is a 
moit prodigious animal; I have often wonder'd how 
you came to give him ſo much power over us, for 
he makes gods and devils dance jigs 9 when« 
ever he pleaſes. 

Joy. You muſt know, he is the grandchild of 
my daughter Fortune, by an aſs; and at her requeſt 
I ſertled all that power upon him; but he plays ſuch 
damn'd pranks with it, that I believe I ſhall ſhortly 
revoke my grant. He has turn'd all nature tapſy- 
turvy, and not content with that up, in one of his 
entertainments he was bringing all the devils in hell 
to heaven by a machine, but 1 happen'd to perceive 
him, and ſtopt him by the way. | 

PfokB. I wonder you did not damn him for i it. 

Jur. Sir, he has been damn'd a thoufand times 


over; but he values it not of a ruſh; the devils 
themſelves 
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themſelves are afraid of him; he makes them ſing 
and dance whenever he pleaſes. But Cone, tis time 
for you to ſet out. | 

PhoRB. Well, if I muſt I b nb ſince you | 
have deſtroy'd my ſon, I muſt find out ſome hand- 
ſome wench and get another.. : | Ex#6% 

Jur. Come, Neptune, tis too late to bed to go, 
What ſhall we do to paſs an hour or ſo? ft. 

Neer. E'en what you pleaſe.— Will Sony along 

„ with mie; + 
And take a little dip into the ſea? | 

Jue. No, faith, tho? I've a heat I want to quench. 
Dear Neptune, can'ſt thou find me out a wench ? 

NEPr. What fay'ſt thou to date Thetis? ſhe's a 

prude, a 
But yet [ know with Jupiter the wou'd. 

Jop. TI n&er was more tranſported in my life: 
While the Sun's out at work, I'll have his wife; 
Neptune, this ſervice merits my regard, 
For all great men ſhou'd ſtill their pimps reward, 

[ Exeunte 
Mac. Thus, Sir, ends my ſecond and laſt ſe- 
rious; and now for my ſecond comic. Come, draw 
the ſcene, and diſcover the two play houſes fide by 
ſide. 

SN EER. You have brought theſe two playhouſes 
in a very friendly manner together. 

Mach. Why ſhou'd they quarrel, Sir? for you 
obſerve, both their doors are ſhut up. Come, enter 
Tragedy King and Queen to be hired. 


[Enter Tragedy King and Queen, and knock at 
Covent-garden playbouſe door; the Manager 
comes out ; the Tragedy King repeats a ſpeech. 
out of a play ; the Manager and be guarrel about 
an Emphaſis. He knocks at Drury-lane door; 
the Manager enters with his man Piſtol bearing a 


fack-load of players ar ti cles. | 
Vox. III. 'E | Fusr. 
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Fosr. Pray, Sir, what is contain'd in that fack ? 
Macy. Sir, in that fack are contain'd articles 

for players, from ten ſhillings a week, and no be- 

nefit, to five hundred a year, and a benefit clear, 
FosT. Sir, I ſuppoſe you intend this as a joke; 
bur I can't ſee why a player of our own country, 
and in our own language, ſhould not deſerve. five 
hundred, ſooner than a ſaucy Italian finger twelve. 
Mach. Five hundred a year, Sir! Why, Sir, 
for a little more money I'll get you one of the beſt 

Harlequins in France; and you'll ſee the managers 

are of my opinion. 


[Emer Harlequin and Columbine. Both Mana- 
gers run to em, and careſs em; and while they 
are bidding for em, enter a Dog in a Harlequin's 
dreſs; they bid fon him. Enter the Juſtice and 
bis Clerk; Harlequin and Columbine run off, 
Covent-garden Manager runs away with the 

dog in his arms. The ſcene changes to a cart- 
load of Players. The Fuſtice pulls out the act of 
the 12th if the Queen, and threatens to commit 
them as Vagrants ; the Manager offers the Fuſtice 
two hundred a year, if he will commence a player ; 
the Fuſtice accepts it, is turn'd into a Harlequin; 
be and bis Clerk mount the _ and all ſi ing the 
following Chorus. ] 


ER n 
V. Abbot of Canterbury. 


You wonder, perhaps, at the tricks of the ſtage, 
Or that Pantomime miracles take with the age , 
But if you examine court, country, and town, | 
There's nothing but Harlequin feats will go down. 
Derry down, &c. 


From 


AY 
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From Fleetſtreet 1 Limehouſe he city's his range, 

He's a ſaint in his ſhop, and a knave on the change 

At an oath, or a jeſt, like a cenſor hell frown, 


But a lye or a cheat ſlip currently down. 
| Derry down, Cc. 


In the country he burns with a politick zeal, 
And boats, like knight-errant, to ſerve commonzweal ; 
But once return'd member, he alters his tone, 
For as long as he riſes, no matter who's down. 
Derry down, e. 


* 


At court, tis as hard to conſine him as air, 
Lite a troubleſome ſpirit, he's here, and he's there 
All ſhapes and diſguiſes at pleaſure puts on, 
And defies all the nation to conjure him down, 
h Derry down, Sc. 
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SCENE, Mrs. MIDNIGHT. 


MIDN I'G HT and TAWDRY. 


MIDNIGHT. 


ND he did not give you a ſingle ſhilling! 3s 

Taw. No, upon my honour. 

 Mip. Very well. They ſpend ſo much 
money in ſhew and equipage, that they can no more 
pay their ladies than their tradeſmen. If it was not 
tor Mr. Zorobabel, and ſome more of his perſuaſion, 
J muſt ſhut up my doors. 

Taw. Belides, Ma'am, virtuous women and gen- 
tlemens* wives come ſo cheap, that no man will 80 to 
the price of a lady of the town. 

Mid. I thought Weſtminſter-hall would have 
given them a ſurfeit of their virtuous women: but 
I fee nothing will do: tho“ a jury of cuckolds were 
to give never ſuch ſwinging damages, it will not 
deter men from qualifying more jurymen. In ſhort, 
nothing can do us any ſervice bur an act of parlia- 
ment to put us down. 

Taw. Have you put a bill on your door, Ma' am, 
as you ſaid you would ? 

M1p. It is vp, it is up. O Tawdry! that a 
woman who hath been bred, and always lived like a 
gentle woman, and followed a polite way of buſineſs, 
ſhould be reduced to let Jodgings. 

T aw. It isa melancholy conſideration truly. [Knock- 
ing.] But hark! I hear a coach ſtop. 

Mip. Some rake or other, who is too poor to 


have any reputation. This is not a time of day 
| T + for 
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280 MISS LUCY IN TOWN. 
for good cuſtomers to walk abroad. The citizens, 
good men ! can't leave their ſhops ſo ſoon. | 


SERVANT enters. 


Madam, a gentleman and lady to enquire for 
lodgings ; they ſeem to be juſt come out of the 
country, fer the coach and horſes are in a terrible 
dirty pickle. 

Mip. Why don't you ſhew them in? Tawdry, 
who knows what fortune has ſent us ? 

Taw. If ſhe had meant me any good, ſhe'd have 
ſent a gentleman without a lady. 


SERVANT returning with Jorn. 


This is my miſtreſs, Friend. 

Joan. Do you take volks in to live here? Be- 
chaſe if you do, madam and the ſquoire will come 
and live with you. 

Mi. Then your maſter is a ſquire med is 
he? 

Joh x. Ay, he 1s as good a ſquoire as any within 
five miles o' en: tho'f he was but a footman before, 
what 1s that to the Purpoſet e Madam has e for 
both o'em. 

Mip. Well, you may deſire your maſter and his 
lady to walk in. I believe I can furniſh them with 
what they want. What think you, Tawdry, of the 
ſquire and his lady, by this ſpecimen of them? 

Taw. Why, I think if I can turn the ſquire to 
as good account as you will his lady, (I mean if ſhe 
be handſome) we ſhall have no reaſon to repent our 
acquaintance. You will foon teach her more polite- 
nels, than to be pleaſed with a footman, pn 
as he is her huſband. 5 

| Mip. Truly, I muſt ſay, I love to ſee ladies pre- 


fer themſelves. Mercy on thoſe who betray women 


to ſacrifice their own intereſt : I would not have ſuch 
a ſin he on my conſcience for the world. 
Enter 
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Enter Me. THOMAS, WIFE, and SER. 
N VANT S. 


Tuo. 3 your humble Arbe My fellow 
here tells me you have lodgings to 1 5 pray what | 
are they, Madam ? 

Mp. Sir, my bill hath senen you. - 

Tho. Pox! I am afraid ſhe ſuſpects I can't read. 

Mip. What conveniencies, Sion ary would your 
ladyſhip want? 

Wire. Why, Good-woman, I ſhall want every 
thing which other fine ladyſhips want. Indeed, I 
don't know what I ſhall want yet; for I never was 
in town before: but I ſhall want every thing I ſee. 

Tho. I hope your apartments here are handſome, 
and that people of faſpion uſe to lodge with you. 

Mp. If you pleaſe, Sir, III wait on Tye honour, 
and ſhew you the rooms. 

Tuo. Ay do, do ſo; do wait on me. John, do 
you hear, do you take care of all our things. 

Wirk. Ay pray, John, take care of the great 

cake and the cold turkey, and the ham and the. 
chickens, and the bottle of ſack, and the two bottles 
of ſtrong beer, and the bottle of cyder. 

JohN. I'll take the beſt care I can: but a man 
would think he was got into a fair. The folks ſtare 
at one as if they had never ſeen a man before. 

[Remain Tawdry and Wife. 

Taw. Pray, Madam, is not your nn infi- 

nitely tired with your journey? 
WIE. I tired! not I, I an't tired all; I could 
walk twenty miles farther. | | 

Taw. O, I am ſurprized at that moll fine ladies 
are horribly fatigued after a journey. 

Wirz. Are they? Hum ! I don't know whe⸗- 
ther I an't ſo too; yes I am, I am horribly fatigued. 
(Well, I ſhall never find out all that a fine lady ought 
to be.) [ A/ide. 
T | Taw, 
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abe MISS LUCY IN TOWN. 
— Taw. Was your ladyſhip never in town before, 
Madam ? 

Wirk. No, "PAL never 1 1 I know of, 

T aw. I ſhall be glad to wait on you, Madam, 
and ſhew you the town. 

Wirx. I am very much obliged to you, Madam: ; 
and I am refolved to ſee every thing that is. to be 
{een : the tower, and the crowns, and the lions, and 
Bedlam, and the parliament-houſe, and the abbey— - 

Taw. O fie, Madam ! theſe are only fights for the 
vulgar; no fine ladies go to thete. - 

Wirz. No! why then I won't neither. Oh od 
ous tower, and filthy lions.— But pray, Madam, are 
there no ſights for a fine lady to fee ? 

Taw. G yes, Madam; there are ridottoes, maf- 
querades, court, plays, and a thouſand others, fo 
many, that a fine lady has never time to be at home, 


but when ſhe is aſleep. 
Wirk. I am glad to hear that; for 1 hate to be 


at home: but, dear Madam, do tell me — for 1 ſop- 


poſe you are a fine lady. 
Taw. At your ſervice, Madam. 
Wizz. What do your fine ladies do at theſe SOD 


what do they do at maſquerades now ? for I have 


heard of them in the country. 

Taw. Why they dreſs themſelves in a ſtrange 
dreſs, and — 5 walk up and down the room, and 
they cry, Do you know me? and then they burſt out 
a laughing, and then they fit down, and then they 
get up, and then they walk about again, and then 
they go home. 

. Wipe. Oh this is charming, and eafy too! I hall 
be able to do a maſquerade in a minute: well, but 
do tell me a little of the reſt. What do they do at 
your what d'ye call *ems, your plays? 
„ Taw. Why, it they can, they take a ſtagebox, | 
where they let the footman ſit the two firſt acts, to 
ſhew his livery ; then they come in to ſhew them- 


ſelves, ſpread their fans upon the — make * 
ies 
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ſies to their acquaintance, and then talk and laugh 
as loud as they are able. 

Wire. O delightful! By gole, I find there is no- 
thing in a fine lady ; any body may be a fine lady, if 
this be all. y Ts Br RY 

=, ARES 
If flaunting and ranting, | | 
F noiſe and gallanting, ile. | 
Be all in fine ladies requir'd ; 
FT warrant [tt be” 
A fine'@ lady 


As ever in town was admir d. 
At plays I will ratile, 
Tittle-tatile, 
Tittle-tatile, 
Prittle-prattle, 
 Prittle-pratthe, © . 
As gay and as loud as the beſt; 
And at Pother place, 
With a maſk on my face, 
PI. aſe all I fee 
Do you know ine ? 
Do you know me ? 
And te, he, be, 
And te, be, he, 
At nothing as loud as a jeſt. 


THOMAS. a MIDNIGHT returs. 


Tno. My dear, I have ſeen the rooms, and they 
are very handſome, and fit for us people of faſhion. 
WIrE. O my dear, I am extremely glad on't. Do 
you know me? Ha, ha, ha, my dear, (ftretching 
out her fan before ber) ha, ha, ha! 
Tho. Heyday ! What's the matter now? 
Wirx. I am only doing over a fine lady at a maſ- 
querade or play, that's all. | ; 
[ She coquets apart with her huſband. 
: ; | ITA. 
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Taw. (to Mid.) She's fimplicity itſelf. A card 
fortune has dealt you, which it's impoſſible for you 
to play ill. You may bring her to any purpoſe. 

Mp. I am glad to hear it; for ſhe's really pretty, 
and I ſhall ſcarce want a cuſtomer for a tit-bit. | 

Wirk. Well, my dear, you won't ſtay long, for 
you know I can hardly bear you out of my fight; I 
ſhall be quite miſerable wall you come. back, my dear, 
dear Tommy. 

Tho. My dear Lucy, 1 will but. go. find out a 
tailor, and be back with you in an inſtant. 
Wirx. Pray do, my dear.——Nay, tother kiſs, 
one more, O! thou art he ſweeteſt creature. 

Wirz. Well Miſs, fine Lady, pray how do you 
like my huſband ? Is he not a charming man? 

Taw. Your huſband ! dear Madamy and was it 
your huſband that you kiſs'd ſo? _. .. 

Wire. Why, don't fine ladies kiſs their huſbands ? 

Taw. No, never. 

Wir. O. la] but I do not like that tho'; by gole, 
J believe I ſhall never be a fine lady, 77 if J "molt not 
be kiſs'd. I like being a fine lady in other things, 
but not in that; I thank you. If your fine ladies are 
never kiſs'd, by gole, I think we have not ſo much 
reaſon to envy them as I nan. 


8. 0. N —_— 


How happy are the nymphs. Fer chains. 

bo ſkip it and trip it, all over the Plains . 
How fweet are the kiſſes, 3 . 
How ſoft are the bliſſes, 

Tranſporting the lat, and 44 ei their At ies? ? 


If Ladies here ſo nice are grown, 

Who jaunt it, and flaunt it, all over the town, 
To fly as from ruin, 5 
From billing and cooing, 


4 fs for their airs, — me plain country aeg 
Aw. 
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Taw. O you miſtake. me, Madam; a fine lady 
may kiſs any man but her huſband—You will have 
all the beaus in town at your ſervice. 5 

WIxkñ. Beaus ! O gemini, thoſe are the things Miſs 
Jenny uſed to talk of.— And pray, Madam, do beaus 
kiſs ſo much ſweeter and better than other folks? 

Taw. Hum! I can't ſay much of that. 

Wir E. And pray then, why muſt I like them 
better than my own huſband? _ 

Mip. Becauſe it's the faſhion, Madam. Fine 
ladies do every thing becauſe it's the faſhion. They 
ſpoil their ſhapes, to appear big with child, becauſe 
it's the faſhion. They loſe their money at whiſt, 
without underſtanding the game; they go to auc- 
tions, without intending to buy; they go to ope- 
ras, without any ear; and flight their huſbands 
without diſliking them; and all-— becauſe | it is the 
faſhion. 

Wirz. Well, ll try to be as much in faſhion as I 
can: But pray when muſt I go to theſe beaus; for I 
really long to ſee them? For Mis Jenny ſays, ſhe's 
ſure I ſhall like them; and if I do, i'facks! I be. 
lieve I ſhall tell them lo, notwithſtanding what our 
parſon ſays. | 

Mip. Bravely ſaid; I will ſhew you ſome fine 
gentlemen, which I warrant you will like. | 

WiIrE. And will they like me? 

Taw. Like you! they'll adore you, they'll wor- 
ſhip you. Madam, ſays my Lord, You are the 
moſt charming, beautiful, fine creature that ever my 
eyes beheld. 45 

WiIrE. What's that? Do. ſay that over again. 

T aw. (repeats.) Madam, you are, &c. 

Wirz. And will they think all this of me ? 

Taw. No doubt of it. They'll {wear it. 

| Wipsz. Then to be ſure they will think it. Tes, 
yes, to be ſure they will think fo, I wiſh 1 could 
{ce theſe charming men. | 


Min. O yau will ice them every where. Here 
in 
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in the houſe I have had ſeveral to viſit me, who 
have ſaid the ſame thing to me and this young lady. 

Wire. What, did they call you charming and 
beautiful? By gole, I think they may very 
well ſay fo to me. [ a/ide. } But when will theſe charm- 
ing men come? 

Mip. They'll be here immediately : but your 
ladyſhip will dreſs yourſelf. I ſee your man has 
brought your things. I ſuppoſe your yr has 
your cloaths with you. 

Wiee. O yes, I have cloaths enough; I have 
a fine thread ſatin ſuit of cloaths of all the colours i in 
the rainbow; then J have a fine red gown flower'd 
with yellow, all my own work; and a fine lac'd 
ſuit of pinners that was my great grandmother's! 
that has been worn bur twice theſe forty years, and 
my mother told me, coft almoſt tour pounds when 
it was new, and reaches down hither, And then I 
have a great gold watch that hath continued in our 
family, "I can't tell how long, and is almoſt as broad 
as a moderate punch-bowl; and then I have two 
great gold ear-rings, and fix or ſeven rings for my 
finger, worth above twenty pound all together; and 
4 thouſand fine things that you ſhall ſee. 

Mio. Ay, Madam, theſe things would have 
dreit your ladyſhip very well an hundred years ago; 

but the faſhions are alter'd. Laced pinners, indeed! 
You muſt cut off your hair, and get a little perri- 
| wig, and a French cap; and inſtead of a great 
watch, you muſt have one ſo ſmall, that it is im- 
oſſible it ſhould go; and—but come, this young 
lady will inſtruct you. Pray, Miſs, wait on the 
lady to her apartment, and fend for proper tradeſ- 
men to dreſs her; ſuch as the fine ladies uſe, Ma- 
dam, you fhall be dreft as you ought to be. 

Wire. Thank you, Madam; and then I ſhall 
be as fine a lady as the beſt of chem. By gole, this 
London is a charming place. If ever my huſ- 


band gets me out of it again, I am miltaken. 
Come, 
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Come, dear Miſs, I am impatient. Do you know 
me? ha, he, ha! [Exit Wife and Tawdry. 


Euter 12 BAW BL. E. 


Lord Baws. So, Old Wider, what ſchemes. 
art thou plodding on? 

Mp. O fie! my Lord; I proteſt, if Sir Thomas 
and you don't leave off your riots, you will ruin 
the reputation of my houſe for ever. I wonder too, 
you have no more regard to your own characters. 

Lord Baws. Why, thou old canting offspring 
of hypocriſy, doft thou think that men of quality 
are to be conſined to the rules of decency, like fo- 
ber citizens, as if they were aſham'd of their fins, 
and afraid they ſhould loſe their turn of _ Lord 
Mayor? 

Mip. We ought all to be aſhamed of our fins. 
O my Lord, my Lord, had you but heard thar 
excellent ſermon on Kennington-Common, it would 
have made you afhamed : I am fure it had ſa good 
an effect upon me, that I ſhall be aſhamed of my 
ſins as long as I live. ; 

Lord Baws. Why don't you Jews them off then, 
and lay down your houſe? 

Mip. Alas, I can't, I can't; I was bred up in 
the way: but I repent heartily; I repent every hour 
of my life; and that I hope will make amends. 

Lord Baws. Well, where is my Jenny Ranter? 

Mip. Ah, poor Jenny! Poor Jenny is gone. I 
ſhall never ſee her more: ;. ſhe was the belt of girls; 
it almoſt breaks my tender heart to think on't, nay, 
I ſhall never outlive her lots, (crying.) My Lord, 
Sir Thomas and you forgot to pay tor that bowl of 
punch laſt night. 

Lord Baws. Damn your punch, 18 my dear 
Jenny dead? 

- Mip. Worſe if poſſible.—She is—ſhe is turn'd 
methodiſt, and married to one of the brethren. _ . 
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Lord Baws. O, if that be all, we ſhall have her 
Again. | | 
Mio. Alas! I fear not; for they are powerful 
men. But pray, my Lord, how go the finances, 
for I have ſuch a piece of goods, ſuch a girl juſt ar- 
rived out of the country ! upon my ſoul as pure. 
a virgin for I have known her whole bringing up: 
ſhe is a relation of mine; her father left me her 
guardian. I have juſt brought her from a boarding- 


ſchool to have her under my own eye, and complete 


** 


her education. 
Lord Baws. Where is ſhe? let me ſee her. | 
Mp. Not a ſtep without the Ready. I told you 
I _ her guardian, and I ſhall not betray my 
cru 
Lord Baws. If I like her—upon my honour— 
Mip. I have too much value for your lordſhip's 
honour, to have ir left in pawn. Beſides, I have 
more right honourable honour in my hands unre- 
deemed already, than I know what to do with. 
However, I think you may depend on my honour ! 
depoſite a cool hundred, and you ſhall ſee her; and 
then take either the lady or the money, 
Lord Baws. I know thee to be inexorable. I'll 


ſtep home and fetch the money. I gave that ſum 


to my wife this morning to buy her cloaths. Pl 
take it from her again, and let her tick with the 
tradeſmen, Look e, if this be ſtale goods, Fl break 
every window 1n the houſe. 

Mip. I'Il give you leave. He'll be tir'd of her 
in a week, and then I may diſpoſe of her again. 
I am afraid I did wrong in putting her off for a 
virgin, for ſhe']l certainly diſcover ſhe is married. 
However, I can forſwear the knowing ; 

Zorobabel brought in, in a chair, with 
the curtains drawn. 5 
O here's one of my ſober cuſtomers Mr.. Zo- 
robabel, is it you? I am your worſhip's moſt obe- 
cient ſervant, 


Ton. 
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Zox. How do you do, Mrs. Midnight? I hope 
no body ſees or overhears. This is an early hour 
for me to viſit at. I have but juſt been at home to 
dreſs me, ſince I came from the Alley. 

 Mip. I ſuppoſe your worſhip's hands are pret- 
ty full there now with your lottery-tickets? 

Zok. Fuller than I deſire, Mrs. Midnight, I aſ⸗ 
ſure you. We hoped to have brought them to 
ſeven pounds before this; that would have been a 
pretty. comfortable intereſt for our money. 
But, have you any worth ſeeing in your. houſe ? 

Mip. O Mr. Zorobabel! 15 ch a piece! ſuch an 

angel! 

Zo. Ay, ay, where? where! ? 

Mip. Here in the houſe. 

Zor. Let me ſee her this inſtant. 

Mip. Sure nothing was ever fo unfortunate! 

Zor. Hey! what? 

Mrp. O Sir! not thinking to ſee your worſhip 
this buſy time, I have promiſed her to lord Bawble. 
Zok. How, Mrs. Midnight, promiſe her to a 
lord without offering her to me firſt? Let me tell 
you, *tis an affront not only ro me, but to all my 
friends: and you deſerve never to have any but 
chriſtians in your houſe again. 

Mip. Marry forbid ! Don't utter ſuch curſes 
againſt me. 

Zon. Who is it ſupports you? Who is it can 
ſupport you? Who have any money beſides us? 
Mao. Pray your worſhip forgive me. | 
Zonk. No, I will deal higher for the future with 

thoſe who are better acquainted with lords'; they will 
know whom to prefer. 1 muſt tell you, you are a 
very ungrateful woman. I know a woman of faſhion 
at St. James's end of the town, where I might deal 
cheaper than with yourſelf; tho? F own, indeed, yours 
is rather the more reputable houſe of the two. 

Mip. But my lord hath never ſeen her yet. 
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Zor. Hath he not? Why then he never ſhall, 
*till I have done with her: ſhe'} be good enough "Ih 
a lord half a year hence. Come, fetch her down, 
fetch her down. How long hath ſhe been in town? 
Mip. Not two hours. Pure country innocent 
fleſh and biood.—But what ſhall I ſay to my lord? 
Zos. Say any thing: put off ſomebody elſe upon 
him; a ſtale woman of quality, or ſomebody who 
hath been in Weſtminſter-Hal and the news-papers. 
Mip. Well, PH do the beſt I can; though, upon 
my honour, I was to have had 200 guineas from 
my lord. 
Zoa. Two hundred promiſes you mean; but had 
It been ready caſh, I'll make you amends if I like 
her; we'll never differ about the price; ſo fetch her, 
fetch her. 
Mp. I will, an't pleaſe your worſhip. [ Exit. 
Zor. Soh! the money of chriſtian men pays for 
the beauty of chriſtian women. A good exchange 


Euter MIDNIGHT. A noſe without. 


Mip. O Sir, here are ſome noify people coming 
this way; {lip into the next room: I am as render ot 
your reputation as of my own. . 

Zor. You are a ſenſible woman, and I commend 
your care; for reputation is the very ſoul of a Jew. 
Mi. Goin here, I will quickly clear the coaſt 

for you again. {Exit Zor.] Now for my gentle- 
men; and, if I miſtake not their voices, one is an 
opera- ſinger, and the other a ſinger in one of our 
play houſes. 


Enter Signior CANTILENO and Mr. BALLAD. 


Mip. What is the matter, gentlemen ? what 1s 
the matter? 

CanT. Begar I vil ave de woman; begar I vil 
ave her. 

Bar. You muſt win her firſt, Signior! and if you 


can gain her affections, I am tao much an Engliſh- 
man 
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man to tliink of reſtraining her from purſuing her 
own will. 

CanT. Never fear, me vin her. No Engliſh wo- 
man can withſtand de charms of my voice. 

M1p. If he begins to ſing, there will be no end 

on't. I muſt go look after my young lady. [ Exit. 


S 0 -N © 


CAN T. Muſic ſure bath charms to move, 
With my ſong, with my ſong I'll charm my love. 
This good land where money grows, 
Well the price of ſinging knows : 
Hither all the warblers throng ; 
Taking money, 
Milk and honey, 
Taking money 1 a ſong. 


Mx Ha, ha, ha! What the devil mould an Ita- 
lian finger do with a miſtreſs ? 

CanT. Aſk your women, who are in love wit de 
Italian hngers. 


3 + 


See, while I ſtrike the vocal hre, '; 2h 
Beauty languiſh, languiſb and expire: | 
Like turtle-doves, in a wooing fit, 
See the blooming charmers ſit ;, 
Softly fighing, 
Gently dying, 
While feweet ſounds to raptures move + 
Trembling, thrilling, 


Sweetly killing, | 
Airs that fan the wings of Love. 
S 0 | 


Bal. Be gone, thou ſhame of human race, 
7 he noble Roman ſoil's diſgrace ; 
Nor vainly with a Britain dare 
Attempt to win a Britiſh fair. : 
U 2 . - ep 
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22 7 
For manly charms the Britiſh dame 
Shall feel a fiercer-nobler flame; | 
To manly numbers lend her ear, 
And ſcorn thy ſoft enervate air. 


Enter a PoRTER. 


Por. (to Cant.) Sir, the lady's in the next room. 

CanT. Ver vel. Begar I vil ave her. | 

Bar. I'll follow you, and ſee how far the charms 
Fr your voice will prevail. 


Enter ZOROBABEL, MIDNIGHT, and 
WIFE. -- 


Mä. 2 her entering.) 1 am going to introduce 
your ladyſhip to one of our fine gentlemen whom [ 
told you of. 

Wire. (ſurveying him As ) Is this a beav, 
and a fine gentleman ?—By goles Mr. Thomas is a 
finer gentleman, in my opinion, a thouſand times. 

Zok. Madam, your humble fervant ; I ſhall al- 
ways think myſelf obliged to Mrs. Midnight, for 
introducing me to a young lady .of your perfect 
beauty. Pray, Madam, how long have you been in 
town? : 

Wirk. Why, I have been in town about three 
hours: I am but a ſtranger, here, Sir; but I was 
very lucky to meet with this civil gentlewoman and 
this fine lady, to teach me how to dreſs and behave 
myſelf. Sir, I would not but be a fine lady for all 
the worid. | 

ZDR. Madam, you are in the right on't: and this 
ſoft hand, this white neck, and theſe ſweet lips were 
formed for no other purpoſe, 

Wire. Let me alone, Mun, will vou; 1 won't 
be pulF'd and haul'd about by you, I won't. 
For I am very ſure you don't kiſs half fo ſweet as Mr. 
Thomas. 


7 | You. 
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Zor. Nay, be not coy, my dear; if you will 


ſuffer me to kiſs you, I will make you the fineft of 


ladies; you ſhall have jewels equal to a woman of 
quality: Nay, I will furniſh a houſe for you in 


any part of the town, and you ſhall ride in a fine 


gilt chair, carried by two ſtout fellows, that I will 


keep for no other purpoſe. 
Mip. Madam, if you will but like this gentleman, 


he'll make you a fine lady: 'tis he, and ſome more 


of his acquaintance, that make half the fine ladies in | 


the town. 


Wire. Ay! Why then I will like „ 15 


will ſay J do, ie J ſuppoſe is the ſame thing. 
A. de.] But when ſhall I have all theſe fine I 


for J long to begin. 
"OK Re ſo do I, my Angel. 


. Nay, I won't kiſs any more, till I 
have ſomething in hand, that I am reſolved of. 
Mip. (to Zor.) F etch her ſome e any toys 


will do. 
_ Wire. But if you will fetch me all the things 


you promiſed me, you ſhall kiſs me as e as you 


leaſe. 


muſt never ſee any other. man but me. 

Wirk. Muſt not I? But I don't like that. 
And will you ſtay with me always then ? 

Zor. No; I hall only come to fee you in the 
evening. 
Wires. (O then it will be well enough, — 
for I will ſce whom l pleaſe all the day, and you ſhall 
know nothing of the matter.) [Afde.)} Indeed 1 
won't ſee any body elſe but you; indecd I won't. 
But do go and fetch me theſe fine things. 

Zor. I go, my dear. Mrs. Midnight, pray take 
care of her. I nev er faw any one ſo pretty nor ſo 


ſilly. 
23 Wirx. 


[ 8 to us her. 


Zok. But when I have done all theſe things, you 
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Wirz. I heard you, Sir; but you ſhall find 1 have 
ſenſe enough to outwit you. Well, Miſs Jenny may 
ſtay in the country if ſhe will; and ſee nothing but 
the great jolly parſon, who never gives any thing 
but a noſegay, or a handful of nuts for a kiſs. But 
where's the young lady that was here juſt now? for to 
my mind, I am in a new world, and my head.is quite 
turn'd giddy. | 

Mi. It is a common effect, Madam, LOEWS the 
town air hath on young ladies, when firſt they come 
into it. 


Euter CAN TILEN O. 


CanT. Begar dat dam Engliſh ballad-ſinging dog 
has got away de woman- -ah, pardie voila un 
antre-— [ Gorng towards her. 
_ My. Hold, hold, 3 this lady is not for 
you. She i is a woman of quality, and her price 
is a little beyond your pocket. 

CanT. Begar I like none but de women of qua- 
lity. And you no know de price of my pocket— 
See here—— begar here are fifty guinea——dey are 
not above de value of two ſong. 


s O N G. 


To Beauty compar d, pale gold I 0 1 

No jewels can ſparkle like Czlia's bright eyes : 

Let miſers with pleaſure ſurvey their bright maſs ; ; 
With far greater reptures I view my fine laſs : 
Geld lech d in my coffers for me bas no e 
Then its value | own, 

Then 1 prize it alone, 
When it rempts blooming beauly to H to 2 arms. i 


Wits. This is certainly one of thoſe operiſh ſing- 
ers Miſs Jenny uſed to talk of, and to mimic : ſhe 
taught me to mimic them . 


* 
vw £ 
— 
4 
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RECITAFIVE. 


c Brigbieſt nymph turn here thy eyes, 
Behold 5 ſcwain defpairs and dies. 


Wir. A voice fo feet cannot deſpair, © } 
Unleſs from deafneſs of the fair; | 
Such ſounds muft move the dulleſt ear: 
Lejs fweet the warbling nigbiingale; 
Leſs feveet the breeze foes thro the vale. 


s O N 6. 


c anT, Sweeteſt * of all my win 
Pride and glory of ihe plain, 
See my anguiſh, 
See me languiſh - 
Pity thy expiring ſewain. 


Wirk. Gentle youth, of my diſdain, 
Ab, too cruel you complain; 
My tender heart 
Feels greater ſmart; 
Pity me expiring ſtuain. 


CanT. Will you then all my pangs deſpiſe ? 
Will nothing your diſdain remove? 


Wirz. Can you not read my wiſping eyes? 
Ab, muſt I tell you that I love? 

CanT. I faint, I die. 

WIxE. And jo do J. 


BALLAD enters, and fongs. 
Ez. 
'T urn hither your eyes, bright maid, 


Turn hither with all your charms ; 
U * Behold 
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Behold a jolly young blade, 
bo longs to be claſp'd in your arms: 


To ſighing and whining, 
To ſobbing and pining, 
Typen merrily bid adieu. 
CanT, See how I expire, 
Bar. See how Im on fire, 


And burn, my dear nymph, for yow: 
WiIxx, Thus ſtrongly purſu d, 
By two lovers wood, 
bat fhall a por woman do? 
But à lover in flames, | 
Sure moſt pity claims, 
So, jolly Lad, I'm for you. 


Enter MIDNIGHT. 


Mid. Gentlemen, I muſt beg you would go into 
another room; for my lord Bawble is Juſt coming 
and he hath beſpoke this. 

CanT. Le Diable! one of our directors! I would 
not ave him ſce me here for de varld. 

Wirtz. Is my lord come? how eagerly I long to 
ſee him ! 

CAN T. Allons, Madam. 

Wires. No, I will ſtay with my lord. 

Mip. He is juſt coming in. Upon my ſoul, 
J will bring her to you preſently. 

Carr. Well, you are de woman of honour. 

Bar. This new face will not come to my turn 
yet; ſo I will to my dear Tawdry. 


Enter Lord BAWBL — 


Lord BAw. Well J have kept my word; I have 
en the ready. L Seeing Wife.] Upon my ſoul, 
a fine girl! I ſuppoſe this is ſhe you told me of? 

Mip. What ſhall ] da? [de.] Yes, yes, my 
Lord, this is the ſame: But pray come away; for 

I can't bring her to any thing yet; ſhe is fo young, 
if you ſpcak to her, you will frighten her out of 
her 
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her wits; have but a little patience, and 1 ſhall 
bring her to my mind. 

Lord Baw. Don't tell me of patience; II peak 
to her now; and I warrant, I _ her to my mind. 

[They talk apart. 

WIr E- lat the other end of the ſage, Toki at my 
lord.) O la! That is a fine gentleman, indeed; and 
yet who knows, but Mr. Thomas might be juſt ſuch 
another, if he had but as fine cloaths on? 
I wonder he don't ſpeak to me, to be ſure he don't 
like me; if he did, he would ſpeak to me; and if 
he does not preſently, the old fellow will be back 
again, and then I muſt not talk with him. 

M1o. Conſider, ſhe is Joly freſh and 1 raw out of 
the country. 

Lord Baw. I like her the better. FE is in ain to 
contend ; for, by Jupiter, I'll at her. I know how 
to deal with country ladies. I learnt the art of N 
love to them at my election. 

Mip. What will become of me ru get out of 
the way, and ſwear to Mr. Zorobabel, I know no- 
thing of my lord's ſeeing her. Exit. 

Lord Baw. It is generous in you, Madam, to 
leave the country, to make us happy here with 
the ſunſhine of your beauty. 

Wirk. Sir, I am ſure, I ſhall be very EY if any 
thing in my power can make the beaus and fine 
gentlemen of this fine town happy. He talks 
Juſt like Mr. Thomas, before I was married to him, 
when he firſt came out of his town ſervice. . | Afde. 

Lord Baw. She ſeems delightfully ignorant. A 
quality which 1s to me a great recommendation of a 
miſtreſs, or a friend. O, Madam, can you 
doubt of your power, which is as extenſive as your 
beauty; which lights ſuch a fire in the heart of every 
beholder, as nothing but your frowns can put out. 

Wirk. Fl] never frown again; for if all the fine 
gentlemen in town were in love with me, icod, 
with all my heart, the more the merrier. 


Lord 
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Lord Baw. When they know you have my admi- 


ration, you will foon have a thouſand other adorers; 


If a lady hath a mind to bring euſtom to her houſe, 
ſhe hath nothing more to do but to hang one of us 
jords out for a ſign. 

Wir. A lord! — Gemini, and are you a lord? 
4 Lord Baw. My lord Bawble, Madam, at your 

rvice. 

Wirz. Well, my lord Bawble: 3 is the prettieſt 
name I ever heard; the very name is 2 5 
My lord Bawble! 

Lord Baw. Why. truly, I think it hath ſome. 
thing of a quality- ound in it. 

Wirz. Heigh, hot 

Lord Baw. Why do you ſigh my > 2 | 

Wire. At what, Perhaps, will make oa ſigh too, 
when you know it. 

Lord Baw. Ay, what: ? 

WIE Ek. I am married to an odious footman, and 
can never be my lady Bawble.—-I am afraid you 
won't like me, now I have told you. — But 1 
aſſure you, if I had not been married already, 1 
ſhould have married you of all the beaus and fine 
gentlemen in the world: But tho I am married to 
bim, I like you the beſt; and I hope Wat will 5 

Lord Baw. Yes, yes, yes, my dear; do! 
very well: (Is this wench an idiot, or a bite? marry 
me, with a pox!) ern And ſo you are married 
to a footman, my dear? 

Wire. Yes, Il am; I ſee you don't like me, now 
you know I am another man's wife. | 

Lord Baw. Indeed you are miſtaken; I diſlike no 
man's wife but my own. 

Wirk. O la! What are you married then ? 

Lord Baw. Yes, I think I am: But I have al- 
molt forgot it; for 1 have not ſeen my wife, till 
this morniriz, for a twelvemonth. 4 

Wirz. No! by goles, you may marry ſome- 
body elſe for me, And now I think on't; if I 
ber Fl. f 8 ſhould 


—_— 
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ſhould be ſeen ſpeaking to him, I ſhall loſe all the fine 
things I was promiſed. [ Afpde. 

Lord Baw. What are you conſidering, my dear? 

Wirk. I muſt not ſtay with you any longer, for L 
expect an old gentleman every minute, who promiſed 
me a thouſand fine things, if I would not ſpeak to 
any body but him: He promiſed to Keep two talk 
luſty fellows for no other buſineſs but to carry me up 
and down. in a chair. 

Lord BAw. I will not only do that, but I will 
keep you two other tall fellows for no other uſe bur 
to walk before your chair. 

Wir. Will — Nay, 1 aſſure you, I like you 
better than him, if I ſhall not loſe any fine things by 
the bargain.— But hold, now I think on't : Sup- 
poſe I ſtay here till he come back again with his pre- 
ſents, I can take the things, promiſe him, and go 
with you afterwards, you know, my Lord. 0, how 
pretty Lord ſounds ! h 

Lord Baw. No, you will have no need on't; I 
will give you variety of fine things. (Till I am tired 
of 50a, and'then-Pl] take them away again.) But, 
my dear, theſe lodgings are not fine enough; I will 
take ſome finer for you. 

Wire. Ola! what are there finer houſes than 
this in town? Why, my father hath five hundred a 
| year in the country, and bis houſe” is not half ſo fine. 

Lord Baw. O, my dear, gentlemen of no hun- 
dred pound a year ſcorn ſuch a houſe as this: Nobody 
lives now in any thing but a palace. 

Wirk. Nay, the finer the better, by goles, if 
you will pay for it. | 
Lord Baw. Pugh, p'ſhaw, pay] never mind that: 
That word hath almoſt put me in the vapours 


Come, my dear girl ——-- | [Kiſſes ker. 
Wirx. O fie, my Lord, you make me bluſh, 
He kiſſes ſweeter than my huſband, à thouſand 
times; I did not think there had been ſuch a man 

| | AS 
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as my huſband in the world, bur [ find 8 was mif- 
en. IS. 

Lord Baw. "Cond der, my Set er a belle 
you will have in Hearing the man you love calbd, 
Lordſhip. 

Wrrx. Lordſhip! it is pretty. Lordlhip ! But 
then you wont ſee me e once in a rwelve- 
month. St 8 = 4 2 

Lord Baw. I will for: you every dey, every mt- 
nute: I like you fo well, that nothing but being 
married to you could make me hate you. - 

Wirz. O Gemini! I forgot it was the faſhion. 

Lord Baw. Let us loſe no time, but haſten to find 
five place where I may _— you like a woman of 
quality. e „ 394 74 

Wire. I am out of my wits. My Lord, I am 
ready to wait on your lordſhip wherever your lordfhip 
pleaſes— Lordſhip! Quality! 1 8 oy a une 
Lady immediately now. goams i 

Enter MIDNIGHT.” TD 


Mip. What ſhall I do?. 1 am ruin'd "Eo ever! 
My lord hath carried away the girl. Mr. Zoroba- 
bel will never forgive me; I ſhall loſe him and all 
his friends, and they are the only ſupport of my 
houſe. Fooliſh ſlut, to prefer a rakiſh lord to a 
ſober Jew : But women never know how to make 
their market, *till they are ſo old no one will give 


any thing for them. 


Enter THOMAS. F 

Tuo. Your humble ſervant, Madam. Pray, 
Madam, how do you like my cloaths ? 

Mp. Your tailor hath been very expeditious, | in- 


da, Sir. 
Tno. Yes, Madam, 1 ſhould not have had FAIR 


ſo foon, but that I met with an old acquaintance, 
Tom Shabby, the tailor in Monmouthſtreet, who 
fitted me with a ſuit in a moment—— But where's 
my wife? 


Map. 
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Ma (What ſhall I ſay to him 22 believe ſhe i is 
2925 out to ſee the town, 

Tno. Gone out! hey! what, without wel who's 

gone with her? 

Map. Really, Sir, I can ' tell. Hom was 2 gen- 
tleman all over lace: I ſuppoſe, ſome acquaintance 
of hers. I fancy ſhe went with him. | 

Tuo. A gentleman in lace! Lam undone, ruin'd, 
diſhonour'd !' Some raſcal hath betray'd away my 
wife. Zounds, why did you let her go out of the 
houſe till my return? 

Mip. The lady was only a lodger with me, I had 
no power-oyer-her. 

Tno. Ho, did any man come to ſee her? for I 
am ſure ſhe. did not know one man in town. It muſt 
be ſomebody that uſed to come here. 

Mip. May the devil fetch me, if ever 1 ſaw wal 
before; nor do I know how he got in. But there 
are birds of prey lurking in every corner of this 
wicked town: It makes me ſhed tears to think what 
villains there are in the world, to betray poor inno- 
cent young ladies. [ Cries: 

Tuo. Oons and the devil! the firſt ſix weeks of 
our marriage 

Mm. That is a pity indeed, — you a have been 
marry'd no longer: Had you been eateries half a 
year, it had been ſome comfort. But be adviſed, 
have a little patience; in all probability whoever the 
gentleman is, he'll return her again ſoon. 

T ro, Return her! ha! ſtain'd, ſported, ſullied! 
Who ſhall return me my honour ? -s*death ! 
II ſearch her thro? the town, the world Hal ! ny 
father here 


— GoopwlilLL. (entering.) Son, I met your man 


John at the inn, and he ſhewed me the way hither. 
——— Where is my daughter, your wife ? 

Tno. Stolen! loſt ! erer thing is loſt, 2 am 
undone. 


Hoov. Heyday ! What” D the matter ? 
Trno. 
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Tuo. The matter! O curſe this vile town! I did 
but go to furniſh myſelf with a ſuit of cloaths, that I 
might appear like a gentleman, and in the mean 
time your daughter hath taken care that I ſhall ap- 
pear like a gentleman all the days of my life; for I 
am ſure I ſhall be aſhamed to ſhew my head among 
footmen, 1 2 
- Goon. How, my daughter run away—— 

Mp. I am afraid it is too true. 
Soo. And do you ſtand meditating? 

Tho. What ſhall I do? e 

Goop. Go advertiſe her this minute in the news- 
paper; get my lord chief juſtice's warrant. 
Mip. As for the latter, it may be adviſable; but 
the former will be only throwing away your money; 
for the papers have been of late fo crammed with ad- 
vertiſements of wives running from their huſbands, 
that nobody now reads them. 

Tno. That I ſhould be ſuch a blockhead to bring 
my wife to town! 7] 

Goop. That I ſhould be ſuch a ſot as to ſuffer 

ou! | | 
i T ro. If I was unmarried again, I would not ven- 
ture my honour in a woman's keeping, for all the 
fortune ſhe could bring me. 

Goop. And if I was a young fellow again, I would 
not get-a daughter, for all the pleaſure any woman 
could give me. | | 


Enter ZOROBABEL. 
Zo. Here, where's my miſtreſs? I have equipp'd 
her; here are trinkets enough to ſupply an alder- 
man's wife. TE 
Mip. (I muſt be diſcover'd.) Huſh, huſh, con- 
ſider your reputation; here are company. Your 
miſtreſs is run away with my lord Bawble. 
_  Zos. My miſtreſs run away! Damn my reputa- 
tion: Where's the girl? I will have the girl. 


GooD. 
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Goo. This gentleman may have loſt a daughter 


too. 


Tuo. Or a wife, aner eee have loſt your | 


wife, Sir, by the yiolence of x: 

Zor. O worſe, worſe, Sir! 1 e 5 a e 
While 1 vent to buy her tripkets, this damn'd jade 
of a bawd (where i is ſhe 2) lets in a young rake, and 


he is run away with ber: The ſyeeteſt bit of country = 


innocence, jult come to town. S'blaod, I would 
have given an hundred lottery-tickets for her. 


Tac. Hon, Hell-hound. ! 


Mip. I am ag innocent woman, and mall fall a 
facrifice to an unjuſt ſuſpicion, 

GOOD. Oh! my poor daughter! 

Ino. My wife, that I had ſo much delight in! 

Zok. My miſtrels, that I Propos d ſuch pleaſure 
194 

Mip. O the credit of my houſe, one ore ever? 

Zok. Ha! here ſhe is again. | 


Enter WIFE. 


Wirz. Such joy! ſuch rapture | Well, TI cone | 


go into the country again. Faugh | how I hatc the 
name. — Oh! father, I am {ure you don't know me 
nor you Mr. Thomas, neither; — nor I won't know 
you. Ab, you old fuſty fellow. I don't 
want any thing you can give; nor you ſhan't 
come near me,. ſo you ſhan' t Madam, I 
am very much oblig'd to you, for letting me ſee the 
8 1 hate to talk to any one I can't call Lord- 
: - 

FR And is this bepowder'd, becurPd, be- 
hoops madwoman By daughter? 

lobe coquyts ality 
| Why, huſſy, don't you know your own father? 
Tro. Nor your huſband ? 
Was. No, I don't know Ibu at al —1 never 


law 
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304 MISS LUCY IN TOWN. 
ſaw you before. I have got a lord, and I don' t know 
any one but my lord. 

Tuo. And pray what hath my lord done to you, 
that hath put you in ſuch raptures ? 

WiIrE. O, by gole! who'd be fool then: When 
 Ilwdin the country, I uſed to tell you every thing 
I did; but I am grown wiſer now, for I am told 
muſt never let my huſband know any thing I do, for 
hed be angry; though I don't much care for your 
anger, for I deſign always to live with my lord now; 
and he's never to be angry, do what I will —Why, 
prithee, fellow, do'ſt thou think that I am not fine 
lady enough to know the difference p a lord 
and a footman? 

Zok. A footman! 

Mip. I thought he was a ſervant, by his talking 
ſo much of his honour. 

Tro. You call me footman! I own I was a foot- 
man! and had rather be a footman till, than a tame 
cuckold to a lord. I wiſh every man, who is not a 
footman, thought in the ſame manner. 

Goop. Thou art a pretty fellow, and yy 3 


| berker wife. 


Tuo. Sir, I am ſorry that from henceforth I can- 
not, without being a raſcal, look on your daughter 
as my wife; I am ſorry I can't forgive her. 

Wire. Forgive me, —— ha, ha, ha! ha, ha, ha! 
comical |! why I won't forgive you, Mun. 

Goo. What hath he done which you will not for- 

give? 

WIXxE. Done why I have Found: out ſomebody 
1 like better; and he's my huſband, and I hate him, 
becauſe it is the faſhion: That he hath done. 

Zok. Sir Skip, a word with you: If you intend 
to part with your wife, I will give you as much for 
her as any man. 

Tro. Sir! 

Zos. Sir, I ſay, 1 will. give you as much, or 


more for your wite, than any man. 
Tuo. 
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To: Thoſe words, which ſuppoſe me a villain, 
call me ſo, and thus ſhould be return'd. 

[Gives him a box on the ear. 

Zok. S'death, Sir! do you know whom you uſe 
in this manner? 

Tuo. Know you? yes, you raſcal, and you ought 
to know me. I have indeed the greateſt reaſon to 
remember you, having purchas'd a ticket of you in 
the laſt lottery for as much again as it was worth. 
However, you ſhall have reaſon to remember me 
for the future; a footman ſhall teach ſuch a low, pi- 
tiful, ſtockjobbing pickpocket to dare to think to 
cuckold his betters. [Kicks him off the age. 

Zor, You ſhall hear of me in Weſtminſter-hall. 

Goov. Your humble ſervant. [Kicking him off 

Zor, Very fine! very fine l- a-ten-thouſand 
pound man is to be kick'd! 

Goo. A raſcal, a villain; 


Enter Lord BAWBLE. 
Wirk. O my dear Lord, are you come? 


Lord Baws, Fie, my dear, you ſhould not have | 


run away from me while I was in an inner- room, 
promiſing the tradeſman to pay him for your fine 
things. 


Wirk. O my Lord, I only ſtept 22 


you call it, to make a viſit to a fine ladychere. It 
is pure ſport to ride in a chair. 

Lord Baws. Bleſs me what” s here? My old man 
Tom in maſquerade? 

T ro. I give your Lordſhip 3 joy of this fine girl. — 

Lord Baws, Stay 'till I have had her, Tom, 
Egad ſhe hath coſt me a round fam, and I have had 
| nothing but kiſſes for my money yet. 

Tuo. No, my Lord Then 1 am affaid your 
lordſhip never will have any thing more, for this lady 
is mine. 

5 5 Baws. How | what property haye you in 
err 
Vor. III. >< Tad. 
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Tuo. The property of an Engliſh huſband, my 


Lord. 
Lord BAwz. How, Madam ! are you married to 


this man? 
Wire. I married to him! !| F never ſaw the fellow 


before. 
Lord Baws. Tom, chou art a very impudent fel- 


low. . 
Goop. Mercy on me! what a fink of iniquity | is 
this town ? She hath been here but five hours, and 
learnt aſſurance already to deny her huſband. 

Lord Bawz. Come, Tom, refign the girl by fair 
means, or worſe will follow. 

Fro. How, my Lord, reſign my wife! Fortune, 
which made me poor, made me a ſervant; but na- 
ture, which made me an Engliſhman, preſerved me 
from being a ſlave. I have as good a right to the 
little I claim, as the proudeſt peer hath to his great 
poſſeſſions! and whilit I am able, I will defend it. 

Lord Baws. Ha! raſcall [T araw. 

Goop. Hold, my Lord; this girl, ungracious as 
ſhe is, is my daughter, and this honeſt man's wife. 
WIr. Whether | am his wife or no, is nothing 
to the purpoſe; for I will go with my lord. I hate 
my huſband, and I love my lord. He is a fine 
gentleman, and I am a fine lady, and we are fit for 
one another. Now, my Lord, here are all the 
fine things you gave me; he will rake them aways 
but you will keep them for me. 

Lord Bawp. So, now [ think every man hath his 
own again; and ſince ſhe is your wife, Tom, much 
good may dv you with her. I queſtion not but theſe 
trinkets will purchaſe a finer lady. Exil. 

WIIE. What, is my lord gone? 
|- -Tno. Yes, Madam, and you ſhall go, as ſoon as 

I can get horſes put into a coach. | 
WIr. Ay, but I won't go with you. 
Tuo. No, but you hall go without me : your 


0 d father here will take care of jou in:o the 
country 3 


SD ES. He. oY” 


Miss LUCY IN TOWN: zo 
country; where, if I hear of your atnendment, per- 


haps, half : a year hence I may viſit you ; for ſince 
my honour is not wrong'd; I can forgive your folly. 
WIE. I ſhall ſhew you, Sir, that I am a woman 


of ſpirit; and not to be Sovern'd by my huſband. — 


I ſhall have vapours and fits, (theſe they fay are 


infallible) and if theſe won't do, let me ſee who dare 
carry me into the country againſt ny will: I will 
ſwear the n againſt them. 

Goop. Oh! oh! that ever I ſhould beget 5 a 
daughter! 

Tro: Here, John! 

Jon x (enters.) An't pleaſe your warſhip: 4 

Tao. Let all my things be pack'd up again in the 
coach they came in Hand ſend Betty here this in- 
ſtant with your miſtreſs's riding-dreſs.——— Come, 
Madam, you muſt ſtrip yourſelf of your puppetſhew 
dreſs, as I will of mine; they will make you ridi- 
culous in the country, where there is ſtill ſomething 
of Old England remaining. Come, no words, no 
delay; by heaven! if you but affect to loiter, I will 
ſend orders with you to lock you up, and allow you 
only the bare neceſſaries of life. You ſhall know 
I'm your huſband, and will be obey'd. 

Wirk. (crying.) And muſt I go into the country 
by myſelf? Shall I not have a huſband, or a lord, 
or any body CY I muſt go, won 't you go with 
me? 

Tno. Can you expe | it? Can you aſk me, after 
what hath happened? 

Wirk. What I did, was only to be a fine lady; 
and what they told me other fine ladies do, and I 
ſhould never have thought of in the country; but. 
if you will forgive me, 1 will never attempt to be 
more than a pfain gentlewoman again. 

TRHO. Well, and as a plain gentlewoman, you 
ſhall have pleaſures ſome fine ladis may envy: 
Come, dry your eyes; my own folly, not yours, 1s 


to blame; and that I am only angry with, 
NA Wir ne 
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Wire. And will you go with me then, Tommy ? 

Tho. Ay, my dear, and ſtay with thee too; I de- 
fire no more to be in this town, than to have thee 
here. | „ IgE 
Goop. Henceforth, I will know no degree, no 
difference between men, but what the ſtandards of 
honour and virtue create : the nobleſt birth without 
theſe is but ſplendid infamy; and a. footman with 
theſe qualities, is a man of honour, 


$. O0 N 
8 Wirk. Welcome again, ye rural plains ; 
Innocent nymphs and virtuous ſwains : 
 Farewel town, and all its fights, 
Beaus and lords, and gay delights : 


All is idle pomp and noiſe; 
Virtuous love gives greater joys. 


CHORUS. 


All is idle pomp and noiſe ; 
Virtuous Ive gives greater joys. 
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As it was acted at the 
THEATRE-ROYAL in DRURY-LANE 
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PROLOG UE. 
Spoken by Mr. MA CK LIN, 


ENTLEMEN and ladies, we muſt beg your 
indulgence, and n hope youll not be of- 
fended 
At an accident that has happen d to-night, which was 
not in the leaſt intended, 
{ aſſure you : if you pleaſe, your money Hall be return'd. 
But Mr. GARRICK, 70-day, 
Who performs a principal chara&er in the las 
Unfortunately bas ſent word, *twill be impaſſi ble, hav- 
ing ſo long a part, 
To Jpeak to the Prologue : be baswt had time to get it 
by heart. 
| T have been with the 1 to know what”s to be done, 
Fer, till the Prologue 5 ſpoke, Sir, ſays I, we can't go 
on. 
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« Pſhaw! rot the Prologue,” ſays be; * then begin 4 
& without it. * 
1 told him, tas impoſſible, you'd make ſuch a rout | 
about it: | j 7 
Beſides, *twwould be quite unprecedented, — F dare 5 J 
fay, 4 | 1 45 


Such an attempt, Sir, would make them damn the play. 
% Ha! damn my play!” the frigbted bard replies; 
Dear MaAcKLiN, you muſt go on then' and apolo- 
« or.” 

„ not T: Pray, Sir, excuſe me. 

*. Zounds! ſomething muſt be done: prythee, don't re- 
% fuſe me : 

% Prithee, go on: tell them, to damn my play, will 
« be a damn'd hard cafe. 

Come, do: you've A good long, diſmal, mercy-beg- 


ging face.” 
:Y 4 bir, 
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PROLOGUE. ” 
Sir, your humble ſervant : you're very merry, Les, 
ſays he; Pre ben drinking | 


« To raiſe my ſpirits; for, by Juerrss ! 1 found * em 


& ſinking.” 
So away 8 went to ſee the play; O] there be ſits: 
Smoke him, ſmoke the author, you laughing crits. 
In't be finely ftuated for a damning Ob—Ob. / 42—4 
forill Whihee? O direful yell ! | 
As Fals TAT ſays: a" it were bed-lime, Har, 
and all were well! 
What think you now ? Whoſe face Jooks worſt, ours or 
mine © 
Ab ! thou fooliſh follower of the ragged Nine, Is. 
You'd better fiuck to honeſt ABR AHAM ADAMS, by 
alf: 
He, in ſpite of critics, can make your readers laugh. 
me to the prologue. — I hat fhall I fay ? Why, faith 
my ſenſe, 


T7 rake plain ruth to be the beſt defence. 
I think then, it was horrid Auf ; and, in my humble 


apprebenſion, 
Had it been ſpoke, not worthy your attention. 
PII give you a ſample, if I can recollect it.— 
Hip] take courage: never fear, man: don't be de- 
el ed. 
Poor 3 1 be can't ftand it; be has drawn in bis © 
Bea 


I reckon before the Play 5 done he'll be half dead. 


But to the Prologue, It began, 

% To-night the comic author of to-day 

« Has writ a—a—a— ſomething about a play: 

* And, as the bee, —the bee, —(that he "urs by way 
«of 77 mile) the bee, which roves 


* Thre, thro,” — Pſhaw! Pox o my memory 0 


e thro” fields and groves, 

So comic poets in fair LONDON town 

* To cull the flowers f characters wander up and 
e doron. —— 


Then 
7 


PROLOGUE. 


| Then there was a good deal about Row E, ATHENS, 

and dramatick rules, 

And characters of knaves and courtiers, authors and 

ools, 

4 a vaſt dial about critics,—aid bod. nature, —and 

- the poor authors fear; 

And 1 think there was ſomething about a third night,— 
hoping to ſee you here. 

*Twas all ſuch Buff as this, not worth repeating, 

In the old Prologue cant; and then at laft concludes, 
thus kindly greeting, 

«© To you, the critic jury of the pit, 

& Our culprit author does his 8. Jubmit 5 

« With juſtice, nay, with candour Judge bis wit : 

e Give bim, at leaſt, a patient, quiet hearing: 

* If guilty, damn bim; if not guilty, clear bim.“ 
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MEN. 


Miz:Lamovun, 


HREARTTORT, 


Mr. STEDFasT, 
Mr. MuTaBLE, 


Mr. Ganrres: 


Mr. DELANE. 


Mr. MAck LIN. 
Mr. TASWELL. 


YouncG MuTABLE, Mr. NEAL E. 
Severze PuRSE, Mr. MorGan. 

BR AZ EN, Mr. VArEs. 

Dr. C815, Mr. Tuk Burr. 

: WOMEN. 

CLarINDA, Mrs, PriTcaarp. 
CHARLOTTE, Mrs. Warr 1nGTON, 
Mrs. UszruL, Mrs. MacxLiwn. 
Mrs. PLOTWEL, Mrs. Cross. 
Lucia, Miſs BENNET. 


SERVANTS, &c. 


SCENE IN LONDON. 


THE 


AGCT.L 8 0 E NE I, 


SCENE, MILLAMOUR's Lodging. 


BRAZEN afleep on a CH 


MILLAMOU R, ( calls ſeveral tines 25 1¹ẽjj 
BRA Z E N,) 


HY, you incorrigible raſcal, are you not 
aſhamed to ſleep at this time of day? Do 
you think yourſelf in Spain, firrah, that thus you 
zo regularly to ſleep when others go to dinner? 
BR AZ. (waking. ) Truly, Sir, I think he that 
wakes with the owl, ſhould reſt with him too. 
Spain Agad, I ſhould live in the Antipodes, by 
the hours I am obliged to keep. Nor do I ſee why 
the ſame bell, that rings others to dinner, ſhould 
not ring me to ſleep: for, 1 thank heaven and your 


honour, ſleep is the only dinner 1 have had theſe 


two days, 
Mir. Ceaſe your impertinence, and get things 


ready to dreſs me. 


Br az. What cloaths will your honour pleaſe to 


wear? 

MIL. Get me the blue and ſilver; or, ſtay the 
brown and gold. Come back, fetch me the Piel 
that ſuits beſt with my preſent circumſtances. 


BRAZ, I fancy the lace ſuits beſt with your cir- 
| 8. cumſtances. 
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cumſtances. Moſt people in your honours circum- 


ſtances wear lace. 

Mr. Harkee, Sir, I have often cautioned. you 
againſt this familiarity. You muſt. part with your 
wit, or with your maſter. 

Braz. (aſide.) That's true. If I had any wit, 
I ſhould have parted with him long ago. No wife 
ſervant will live with a maſter who bas turned * 
his eſtate. 

Mir, Get me the laced go 3 Fa- 
miliarity is a ſort of intereſt which all ſervants exact 
from an indebted maſter: and, as being indebted 
to a friend, is the ſureſt way to make him your 
enemy, ſo, making your ſervant your creditor, is 
the ſureſt way of making him your friend. 


SCENE Il. 
Enter BR A Z EN, Sewing in Mrs. USEFUL. 


Br az. Sir, is your honour at home ? here is Mrs. 


Uſeful. 


MI. Sirrah, you know I am at home to my friend, 
my miſtreſs, and my bawd, at any time. 
Mrs. Usz. Hoity, toity. What, muſt I ſtay at 


the door, till your worſhip has conſidered, whether 


you will ſee me or not? Do I paſs for a beggar or a 
dun with you? Do you take me for a tradeſman with 
his bill, or a poet with a dedication ? 

Mir. (to Braz.) Do you ſee what your blunders 
are the occaſion of? Come, my angry fair-one, lay 
aſide the terror of your. brows, ſince it was my ſer- 
vant's fault, not mine. 

Mrs. Usz. I, who am N . a poor wo- 
man of quality is excluded ! 

Mir. I know thou art. Thou art as dear to the 


women of faſhion as their lapdogs, or to the men 
as their buffoons. 


Mrs. Use. A very civil compariſon! 
| Mr. 
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Mir. Thou art the firſt miniſter of Venus, the 
firſt plenipotentiary in affairs of love, and thy houſe 
is the noble ſcene of the congreſs of the two ſexes. 
Thou haſt united more couples than the alimony- 
act has parted, and ſent more to bed together, with- 
out a licence, than any parſon of the Fleet. 

Mrs. UsE. I wiſh I could have prevented one 
couple from doing it with a licence. | 

Mir. What, has ſome notable whore of thy ac- 
quaintance turned rebel to thy power, and lifted 
under the banners of Hymen? But be nor diſcon- 
folate at thy loſs. My life to a farthing ſhe returns 
to her duty. Whoring is like the mathematicks ; 
whoever is once initiated into the ſcience is ſure 
never to leave it. | - 

Mrs. Usz. This may probably take your mirth a 
key or two lower than its preſent pitch. : 
5 . | [ Grves a leiter. 

Mir. I hope thou doſt not deal with the law. I 
know no letter can give me any uneaſineſs, but a 
letter from an attorney. (Opens the letter) Ha! Sted- 
faſt! I know the hand, tho? not the name. 

Sir, after your behaviour to me, I might not have 
been ſtriftly obliged to give you any account of my 
actions: however, as it is the laſt line you will ever 
ſee from me, I have prevailed with myſelf to tell you, 
that your courſe of life has at laſt determined me to fly 
to any barbour from the danger of you; and accordingly 


this morning has given me to a man, whoſe eſtate aud 


ſincere affettions will, in time, produce that love in my 
heart, which your attions have—have—(this is 4 
damn'd hard word) have e-ra-di-ca-ted, and make me 
happy in the name of | __ CLARINDA STEDFAST. 
Mrs. Us E. What do you think now, Sir? | 
Mir. Think! that I am the moſt unhappy of 
men, and have loſt the moſt charming of women. 
Mrs. Usk. I always told you what it would come 
to, but you went ſtill on in your profligate way. 
It is very true, what religious men tell us, We 
| never 
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never know the value of a bleſſing till we loſe 
. 

Mir. Ay, tis very true indeed; for till this hout 
I never knew the value of Clarinda. ( Reads again.) 
hum! hum! has given me lo à inan, whoſe eſtate and 
Ancere affettion, by which I am to underſtand that 
my rival'is ſome very rich old fellow; two excellent 
qualifications for a huſband and a cuckold, as one 
could wiſh. 

Mrs. Usz. I ſhall make a faithful report of the 
philoſophy with which you receive the news. 

Mii.. Oh! could'ſt thou tell her half my tender- 
neſs or my pain, thou muſt invent a language to 
exprefs them. 

Mrs. Usz. Truly, 1 think you had beſt {et pen to 
paper, and tell her them yourſelf, 

Mir. I had rather truſt to your rhetoric : the 
paper, I am ſure, will carry no more than I put 
into it; but for thee— 

Mrs. Ust. If it receives any addition, it will nof 
be to your advantage. 

Mir. I dare cruſt thee z thou loveſt the game too 
well to ſpoil it. 
Mrs. Uss. It is very ſtrange that a lover will not 

anſwer his miſtreſs's letter. 

Mit. Oh! no one writes worſe than a teal lovers 
For love, like honefly, appears generally molt beau- 
tiful in the hypocrite. In painting the mind, as well 
as the face, art generally goes beyond nature. 

Mrs. Usz. Why, this is all cool reaſon, I ex- 
pew nothing but imprecations, threat'ning, ſigh- 

ng, Jamenting, raving. 

MIL. You are miſtaken. J act on the marriage 
of a miſtreſs as on the death of a friend: I ſtrive 
to the utmoſt to prevent It. But if fate will have it 
Mrs. Us E. You are a wicked man. You know, 
it bath been in your power to prevent it. 


Mit. Yes; but, my dear, 1 am no more re- 
| | ſolute 


\ 
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ſolute to give up my liberty to the one, than my 
life to the other : and if nothing but my marriage 
or my death can preſerve them, agad, I believe I 

ſhall continue in ftatu quo, be the conſequence what 
it will. : [ Knocking. 
BR AZ. Sir, here's a lady, 1 don't know whether 
the comes under any of the titles your. | honour would 
have admitted. | 

Mir. .Sirrah,— admit all ladies whatſoever, 

Mrs. Usz, III be gone this moment... 

Mir. Why fo. 

Mrs. Usz. Oh! I would not be "= with you for 
the world. 

Miz. Out of tenderneſs for my reputation, I ſup- 
poſe. But that's ſafe enough with you; and as 
for your reputation, it is ſafe enough with any one. 
Reputation, like the ſmall-pox, gives you but one 
pain in your life. When you have had the one, and 
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loſt the other, you may venture with ſafety where 7 
mY pleaſe. E. 
| fi 

| lo 

| | | 0 

ILL AMOUR, Mrs. USEFUL, Mrs. ji 


PLOTWEL. 


Miz. Ha! 

Mrs. PLoT. You ſeem ſurpriſed, Sir: I ſuppoſe 
this is a viſit you little expected, tho? I ſee it's no 
unuſual thing for you to receive viſits from a lady. 

Mrs. Usz. No Madam; my couſin Millamour 
is very happy with the Jadies. 

Mir. (to Plotwel.) I believe, Couſin, this is a 
relation of ours you don't know; give me leave to 
introduce you to one another. Couſin Uſeful, this 
is my couſin Plotwel; couſin Plotwel, this is my 
Couſin Uſeful. (T he ladies ſalute.) But come, re- 
lations ſnould never meet with dry lips. Here Bra- 
zen, bring a bottle of Uſquebaugh. i 

Bot 


320 THE WEDDING. DAY. 


Both Wom. Not a drop for me. | 
Mit. Come, come, it will do you no harm. 
Well, Couſin, and how did you leave all our rela- 
| one in the North ? Have you brought me no let- 
ters: 
Mrs. Pot. Only one, Couſin. 
Mrs. Usz. (aſide.) Couſin! this is a alter of 
mine, I believe; we are both of the ſame trade, my 
life on'r. | 
Mit. (to Brazen, who enters with a bottle.) Sir- 
rah, fill the ladies—do you hear? (He takes a letter 
from Plotwel and opens it.) | 
Sir, after ſo many vows and proteftations, I ſhould 
be ſurpriged at the falſehood of any one but ſo great a 


j villain as yourſelf : but, as I have been long ſince cer- 

| tain, that you have not one virtue in your whole mind, 

] that you are a compound of all that is bad, and that you 
| are the greateſt tyrant, and the falſeſt and moſt perjured 
zoretch upon earth, I can expełt no other. If you deſerve 

# not this and ten times worſe, make "Og to acquit your- 

| ſelf to the injured | Fosse. 


g Mrs. Pror. Well, Sir, what does my aunt ſay? 
Mir. She is very inquiſitive about my health, 
complains of my not writing. There's no ſecret in't, 
Pl read it for your diverſion. [ Reads. 
Mrs. PLoT. For heaven's ſake, Sir, do not diſ- 
cover the ſecrets of our family. 

Mir. My dear nephew, 1 ſuppoſe it impoſſible for ſo 
fine a gentleman, amiaſt the hurry of the Beau Monde, 
to think of an old aunt in Northumberland; yet ſure 
vou might ſometimes ſiud an opportunity to let one know 
a little how the world goes. Pſhaw! I'll read no 
more. Theſe country relations think their friends 
in town obliged to furniſh them with continual 
matter for the fcandal of their tea-tables. Has the 
old lady no female acquaintance ?—They would 
take as much pleaſure in writing defamation as ſhe in 
reading it. For 2 part, Vil never trouble 3 

| Wit 
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with others buſineſs, till I can mind my own; nor 


about others ſins, till I have left off my own. 

Mrs. Usz. Which will not be till doomiday, Im Pm 
| confident. 

Mir. Never, while 1 have the ſame mind to 
tempt me to ſin, and the ſame conſtitution to ſup- 
port me in it. For fins, like places at court, we 
{eldom reſign, till we can keep them no longer. 

Mrs. Usz. And, like places at court, you often 
keep them when you can't officiate in them. 

Mrs. PLoT. But [ Hope.) you will anſwer my aunt's 
letter. | 
Mi. Not I Faith. "Vol aunt's letter ſhall an- 
ſwer itſelf, Send it back to the old lady again, and 
write my duty to her on the back of it. 

Mrs. Usz. You have done your duty to her al- 
ready, or] am miſtaken, 


SCENE VI. 


MILLAMOUR, USEFUL, Mrs. PLOTWEL, | 


BRAZEN. 


BR AZ. Sir, Sir. 

Mir. Well, Sir; what, another couſin ! Do you 
hear, ſirrah, I am at home to no more female rela- 
tions this morning. 

BR AZ. Sir, Mr. Heartfort is below. 

Mir. Deſire him to walk up. 

Mrs. PLoT. But are you reſolved not to anſwer 
the letter? 

Mir. Poſitively. And, hearkee,. —tell the en- 
raged fair one, ſhe hath made a double conquett : 
her beauty got the better of my reaſon, and now 
her anger hath got the better of my love. Give 
my humble ſervice to her, and when ſhe comes to 
herſelf again, tell her I am come to myſelf. 


mm. Y Mrs. 


— . —ę—y—̃ — 
** 


0 
14 
© 
1 
3 
if 
i 1 
1 
0 
[1 
þ 
5 
N 


322 THE WEDDING-DAY, 


Mrs. Pror. You will repent of your haughtineſs, 
I warrant you. Ji, 
Mil. So there's your dispatch rand n now for * 


other couſin. 


SCENE * 
MIL L AMOUR, As. USEFUL, 1 


Mir. And for you, Madam, give my kindeſt 
reſpects to Mrs. Stedfaſt Tell ber, I will endea-! 
vour to efface the lovely idea which Clarinda had 
formed in my mind, ſince ſhe is now another's. I. 
will pray for her happineſs, but muſt love her no 
more. | 

Mrs. Use. And is this all ? - 

Mit. You may carry her this again. —Tell her I 
will have nothing to put me in mind of her and 
this kiſs, which I ſend her by you, ſhall be the laſt 
token ſhe ſhall have to awaken the remembrance of 
me. 

Mrs. Usz. Well, you re a barbarous man. But 
ſuppoſe now I could. procure a meeting between 


you; ſuppole I could bring her to you thus very Gays 


at your own bouſe— 

Miz. Suppoſe! O! thou dear creature, ſuppoſe 
I gave thee wards to reward thee. 

Mrs. Usz. Well, I will ſuppoſe you a man of ho- 
nour, and much may be done. Don't be out of the 
way. | [ Exit, 

Mi. Thus men of buſineſs diſpatch attendants. 
And in female affairs I believe few have more bu- 
ſineſs than myſelf. The Grand Signior is but a petty 
prince in love, compared to me. Bur tho' I have 
diſguiſed my uneaſineſs before this woman, Clarinda 
lies deeper in my heart than I could wiſh. There is 
ſomething in that dear name gives me a ſenſation 
quite different from that of any other woman. The 
thought of ſeeing her another's, ſtings me to the very 
foul. 

SCENE 
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SCENE VI | 
MILL AMOUR, HEARTFORT. 


HEART. What, is your levee diſpatch'd? T met 
antiquated whores going out of your door, as thick 
as antiquated courtiers from the levee of a ſtateſman, 
and with as diſconſolate faces. I fancy thou haſt 
done nothing for them. * „ 

Miu. Thus it will ever be, Jack, where there are 
a multitude of attendants. The lover no more than 
the ſtateſman can do every man's buſineſs. | 

HzarT, Thou doſt as many people's buſineſs as 
any man in town, I dare ſwear. 

Mix. | believe no one taſtes more the ſweets of 
love—— | " Wo g 

HEART. Nor any more its bitters, than I. Oh! 
Millamour, I am 5 moſt unhappy of mankind— 
I have loft the miſtreſs of my ſoul. 

Mit, Ay,—and I have loſt two miſtreſſes of my 
ſoul. | | | 

HEART. The woman ] doat on to diſtraction is to 
be married this day to another. 

Mt. A reprieve, a reprieve, in compariſon of 
my fate! The woman I doat on was married this 
morning to another. 

HEART. Thou knoweſt not what it is to love 
tenderly, | 

Mir. No, faith; not very tenderly, — not with- 
out a great deal of diſcretion. Here lies the difference 
between us: you, Heartfort, have diſcretion in every 
thing but love: I have diſcretion in nothing elle. 
Mine is a true Engliſh heart; it is an equal ftran- 
cer to the heat of the equator and the froſt of the 
pole. Love ſtill nouriſhes it with a temperate heat, 
as the fun doth our climate; and beauties riſe after 
beauties in the one, juſt as fruits do in the other. 

_ Heaxr. Is it 1mpoſlible to engage thee to be fe- 
rious a moment? | 1 
12 MIL. 
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MIL. Faith, I believe it would on this ſubject, is . 
I did not know thy temper. | 

HEART. The lols of a miſtreſs may indeed ſeem 
trifling to thee, who haſt loſt a thouſand. 

Mit. The devil take me, if I have. I have 
found it always much eaſier to get miſtreſſes, than 
to loſe them. Women would be charming things, 
Heariſorr, if, like cloaths, we could lay them by 


when we are weary of them; ſince, like cloaths, 


we are often weary of them before they are worn out. 
But this curſe atrends a multiplicity of amours, 


that a man is ſometimes forced to ſupport his whole 


wardrobe on his back at once. 

Heaxr. My paſſion, Sir, will not bear. raillery. 

Mil. I am ſorry for it. Raillery is a ſort of teſt 
to our paſſions: when they will not bear that, they 
are dangerous indeed. Therefore I'll indulge your 
infirmity, and for your fake will be grave on a ſub- 
Je, which I could never be ſerious on for my own. 


So, lay open your wound, and I'll give you the beſt 


advice J can. 

HEART. I am enough oc with your tem- 
per, Millamour, to know my obligations to you for 
this compliance. And after all, perhaps my caſe 
requires rather your pity than advice; for the laſt 
word I had from my miſtreſs was,. that the hated 
me of all men living. 

Mir. Hum !—faith, I think your caſe requires 

neither pity nor advice. 

HEART. But this is not the 10 0 terrible, or time 
might alter her inclination. | 

MIL. Hardly, if it be fo violent. 

HEART. I take its violence to be a reaſon for its 
change; but I have a better from experience, for 
ſhe formerly has told me, that ſhe loved me of all 
men living. 

Mit. And what has cauſed this great revolution 
in her temper ? 

HEART. 
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HEART. Oh! I defy all philoſophy to account 
for one of her actions. You might eaſier ſolve all the 
phenomena of nature, than of her mind. All the 
inſight you can get into her future thoughts by her 
preſent is, that what ſhe fays to- day, ſhe will infal- 

libly contradict to- morrow. 

Mir. So, if ſhe promiſed your rival veſterday; 
you may depend upon her diſcarding him to-day. 

HEART. But then ſhe has a father, whole reſolu- 
tion is immoveable as the predeſtinarian's fate, who 
has given me as poſitive a denial as his daughter, 
and 1s this day determined to beſtow her on another, 
whom he has preferr'd to me. 

Mir. For the old reaſon, I e Pr he 
is richer, 

HzarT. No, upon my word; for a very new rea- 
fon, becauſe he is a greater rake. For you muſt 
know, that this mighty unalterable will, which is as 
fixed as the Perſian Jaws, is determined with as little 
reaſon as reſolutions of ſome countries which are leſs 
ſtable. In ſhort, Sir, he hath laid it down as a ma- 
xim, that all men are wild at one period of life or 
another ; ſo he reſolved never to marry his daughter 
but to one who hath already paſſed that period. At 
laſt, the young lady's good ſtars and his great wil- 
dom have led him to the choice of Mr. Mutable. 

Mir.. What, our Mutable! | 

HEART. The very ſame————tho?” I have reaſon 
to believe ſhe hath as great an averſion for him as 
for me. There is ſome other, Millamour, hath ſup- 
planted me in her heart, whom I have not yet been 
able to diſcover ; for to this match ſhe is compelled 
by her father, | 

Miz... So you are a ſtranger to the man ſhe loves; 

you have only diſcovered her huſband. 

HEART. Ten thouſand horrors are in that name! 

Mir. Hum! faith, to him I think there 
may ; but if the poſſeſſion af your miſtreſs's perſon 

'be all you deſire, I can't fee how you are a whit the 
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father from that by this match; and as to the firſt 
favour, | ſhould not be much concerifed about that. 
If a man would keep a coach for my uſe, I think it 
13 but a {mall indulgence, to let him take the firſt 
airing in it. 

Heart. Oh! do not trifle. An Non a minute, 
a moment's delay may be my ruin. Could I but 
ſee her before the marriage, this compulſion of her 
father's might throw her into my arms. But he is 
reſolved ſhe ſhall be married on the ſame day with 
himſelf, and he hath this morning taken a ſecond 
wife. ————Oh'! Millamour, thou aſt a lively ima- 
gination. Set it at work for thy friend; for, by 
heaven, I never can have any happineſs but in Mis 
Stedfaſt's arms. 

Mir. Miſs Stedfaſt !—and her father married this 
morning !—O ! my friend, if I don't invent for thee, 
may I never be happy in Mrs. Stedfaſt's arms. 

HEART. What do you mean? 

MIL. It is as fixed as your father- in- law's moſt 
confirmed will, that he is to be the cuckold of your 
humble ſervant. Take courage; the d Ps in't 
if he robs us both of our miſtreſſes in one day. 
Mine he has got already, — and much good may 
ſhe do him. | 

HEART. Is it poſſible | ? 

Mir. Ay, faith. This father-in-law of yours that 
was to be, and that ſhall be too, hath outſtript me 


in the race, and is gotten to the goal before me. 


HzaRr. You are a happy man, Millamour, who 
can be ſo eaſy in the loſs of your miſtreſs. 
Mir. Ay, and of a miſtreſs thou haſt heard me 


toaſt ſo often, and talk ſo tenderly, fo fondly DET 


the loſs of Clarinda. 


Hzanr. The d—1! was Miſs Lovely your Cla- 
rinda ? 
Mir. Ay, Sir, Miſs Lovely, Mrs, Stedfaſt now, 


was my Clarinda, and is my Clarinda ;—and Mis 
* ſhall be yours, 


Hr ABT. 
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HART. Keep but your word there, Millamour. 
Mar. Look ye, Heartfort, if ſhe hath a mind to 
ſee you, I'll ſend for an engine that ſhall convey you 
thither, in 8 of all the fathers in Europe. 

HEART. But the time EN 

Mir. If you will ſtep in with me while I dreſs, 
| Brazen ſhall fetch the perſon immediately. Come, 
be not dejected ; we ſhall be too hard for all, I war- 
rant you. 333255 | 
- HearT. Yet how do I know but every moment 
may be the curſed period of my ruin? Perhaps this 

_ Inſtant gives her to another. 
-. Mix. Ir cannot give her inclinations; and, as 1 
have heard thee ſay, thy miſtreſs hath wit and beauty, 
depend upon it theſe qualities will never be confined 
in the arms of a man ſhe'doth not like. Purſue her, 
and ſhe muſt fall. Decency may guard her a honey- 
moon or two, but ſhe will be yours at laſt. Never 
think a celebrated beauty, when ſhe is married, is 
deceaſed for ever. No, rather imagine her ſetting 
in her huſband's bed, as poets make the Sun do in 
that of Thetis ; | 


Which from our ſight retires a while, and then 
Riſes and ſhines ofer all the world again. 
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zZ SCE 1 
8 CIE N E, LVU CINA' 8 Lodging. 


LUCINA Wy Mrs. PLOTWEL. 


LUCIA 


ISTRACTION! Send me back my. let- 
ter! Is not falſchood enough, muſt he add in- 
ſult to it? Oh! may eternal furies haunt him! may 
all the hortors of deſpair attend his guilt! may he 
be ſo wretched, that hell itſelf may ſicken with re- 
venge | 
Mrs. PLor. And may you be ſo happy, as to 
have nothing to do with him! or rather, ſo wiſe not 
zo defire it! 0 
Luc. Sure it is impoſſible. He lg not be 10 
oreat a villain. You never carried him my letter. 
He, that has ſworn ſo many vows of conſtancy— 
Mrs. Pror. Ha! ha! ha! vows of conſtancy ! 
that any woman after eighteen ſhould think of theſe. 
Vows in love have juſt the ſame meaning as compli- 
ments in converſation ; and it is as ridiculous to be- 


lieve the man who ſwears eternal conſtancy, as to 


believe him who aſſures you, he is your molt obedi- 
ent, humble ſervant. 

Luc. Oh! Plotwel, had I but known thee ſooner ! 
had I but known a friend like you, who could have 
armed my unexperienced foul againſt the wicked arts 
of this deceitful man 

Mrs. Pror. Then you would have followed my 
advice, juſt as you have done ſince we were acquaint- 
ed. Could any one have armed you againſt the pro- 
teſting dying lover, who was breathing out daily 
raptures at your feet, when it is not in your power to 


prevail againſt him, even when he has diſcovered his 
falſchood ? 


Luc. 
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Luc. Believe me, I could never aſſure myſelf of 
it till now 3 the whole long year that I expected his 
return to Paris, tho' it made me fear his talſchood, 
{till left me room to hope his truth. 

Mrs. Por. We are apt to hope what we delire. 
But could any woman have reaſon to expect the re- 
turn of a lover, after a month had paſt beyond his 
promiſe ? Had he intended to have married you, he 
would have done it before his departure. Marri- 
age, like ſelf- murder, requires an immediate reſolu- 


tion: he that takes time for deliberation, will never 


accompliſh either. 

Loc. Oh! Plotwel, thou art well ſkilbd in the 
wiles of the ſex: I wonder thou could'ſt be deceived. 

Mrs. Pror. Yes, Madam, I have paid for my 
knowledge. Man is that forbidden fruit which we 
muſt buy the knowledge of with guilt. He mult be 
taſted, to be known; and certain poiſon is in the 
taſte. Were man to appear what he really is, we 
ſhould fly from him as from a tempeſtuous ſea; or 
were he to be what he appears, we ſhould be happy 
in him as in a ſerene one. They lead us into ruin 
with the face of angels, and when the door is ſhut on 
us, exert the devil. 

Luc. He muſt have been a man of uncommon 
ſenſe, who work'd your ruin. 

Mrs. PLoT. Rather the circumſtances of my ruin 
were Uncommon. 

Luc. I am ſurprized that in all our acquaintance, 
though you have often mentioned your misfortunes, 
ow have carefully avoided entering into the cauſe of 
them. 

Mrs. Pror. Though the W be uneaſy to me, 
itil, to ſatisfy your curioſity, and to prevent any ſo- 
licitations for the future, I will tell you in as few words 
as J can. In my way to Paris, twenty years ago, I 
fell acquainted with a young gentleman, who ap- 
peared to be an officer in the army. He continued 
our fellow- traveller on the road, and after our ar- 
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330 THE WEDDING-DAT. 
rival at Paris, took lodgings in the ſame houſe with 
us. I was then young and unſkill'd, and too ready 
to liſten to the flattery of a lover. In ſhort, he em- 
Ployed all his art to convince me of his paſſion, to 
make an impreſſion on that heart which was too 
weakly armed to reſiſt him, He ſuccttded,— 
and | was undone, „ 2 

Luc. I can't find any thing uncommon in theſe 
circumſtances; for 1 was undone juſt 129 ſame way 

if. | 

5 ProT. After a. ann ſpent in our too fatal 
and too guilty joys, he ſuddenly elop'd from Paris, 
and from that time I never ſaw him more. 

Luc. But could any thing be fo ſtrange as your 
ire twenty years in Paris, without ſeeking after 
Gm 
+» Mrs. PLor. I heard the ſame year he was ſlain at 
ho battle of Belgrade. But I think it much more 
ſtrange in you, after ſtaying a year at Paris, to come 
a hunting after your lover. For a woman to purſue, 
is for the hare to fellow the hounds 7 a'chaſe oppo- 
fite to tne order of nature, and can never be ſucceſs- 
ful. A woman is as ſure of not overtaking the lover 
who flies from her, as of — overtaken by a lover 
who flies after her. 

Luc. Well, I'm eden to ſee Hits, If I reap 
ao other advantage from it, I ſhall have at leaſt the 
pleaſure of thundering my injuries in his ear, 

.»Mrs. PLor. The uſual revenge of an jured miſ- 
weis. If nature had not granted us the benefit of 
renting our paſſions at our tongues and our eyes, 
che | injury and falſehood of mankind would e 


1 

re 

SCENE, The Street. MILLAMOUR, 
 HEARTFORT, BRAZEN. : 


| Mat: Your calling on me was lucky enough; 


vou could have been directed co none properer for 
PIE your 
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your purpoſe than this woman: for tho? her body 
will ſcarce go-thro' the door, yet ſhe has dexteriry 
enough to go through the key- hole. But let me tell 
you, that dexterity muſt be put in motion by gold, 
or it will remain in reſt, | 
HART. She ſhall not want that. When my 
Charlotte's at ſtake, fortune or life are trifles to the 
adventurer, | | D 
MIL. Well, for a ſober grave man of ſenſe, thou 
art ſomething violent in thy paſſion. I always 
thought love as foreign to a ſpeculative man, as reli- 
gion to an atheiſt, FE pr | 
HART. Perhaps it may: for I believe the atheiſt 
is as Often inſincere in his contempt of religion, as 
the other in his contempt of woman. There are 
inſtances of men who have profeſſed themſelves de- 
ſpiſers of both, that have at length been found 
| kneeling at their ſhrines. 
Mit. Thoſe are two things I never intend to 
trouble my head about the theory of ———T ſhall 
content myſelf with the practice _ 
HEART. With the practice of one, I dare ſwear. 
Mir. In my youth, I believe I ſhall ; and for be- 
ing old, I deiire it not. I would have the fires of 
life and love go out together. What is life worth 
without pleature ? And what pleaſure 1s there out of 
the arms of a miſtreſs? All other joys are dreams 
to that. Give me the fine, young, blooming girl, 
—checks bluſhing, - eyes ſparking. Give me her, 
Heartfort | 
HART. Take her with all my heart. Come, 
Mr. Brazen, you are to conduct me another way. 
Miz. You are too ſoon for Mrs. Uſeful's appoint- 
ment,” | 
r No matter — here is one coming I would 
avoid. a 
ML. Ha! Your rival. Nay, you have no rea- * 
ſon to be angry with him: you tell me, he is as 
1 averſe 
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332 THE WEDDING-DAY. 
averſe to the match as yourſelf : you cannot expect 
he ſnould be diſintereſted out of complaiſance. 

HEART. It is for that reaſon I would avoid him. 
I am not maſter enough of my paſſions ; ; beſides, I 
hate lying and impertinence; I can't bear to hear a 
fellow run on with his intimacy with this duke and 
that lord, whom he has never ſpoke to, and, per- 
haps, never ſeen. 

Mit. A more innocent vanity at leaſt, than the 
boaſting of favours from women, tho? with truth, 
as I have known ſome men of ſenſe do; which is 
a vanity indulged at the expence of another's repu- 
tation. 

HART. Faith, and I take the other to be equally 
as deſtructive of reputation; for I can't ſee why it 
ſhould more reflect on a woman, to be great with a 
man of ſenſe, than on a man of ſenſe to be great 


with a fool. 
Mir. Pſhaw!—thou art as ſerious in thy criticiſms 


on life, as a dull critic on the Drama. I prefer laugh- 


ing ſometimes at a farce and a fool, to being enter-' 
rained with the moſt regular performances, or the 
converſation of men of the beſt ſenſe. 

 Heaxr. In my opinion, laughing at fools is en- 
gaping them at their own weapons; for a fool al- 
ways laughs at thoſe who laugh at him, nay, and 
oftener gets the laugh of his ſide, becauſe there are 
in the world abundance of fools to one who is other- 
wiſe. In ſhort, it is as dangerous to ridicule folly 
any where openly; as to ſpeak againſt Mahometiſm 
in Turky, or Popery in Rome. But he 1 18 here 
Good - mor row. 


SCENE III. 


 MILLAMOUR, HEARTFORT, 
MUTABLE, BRAZ EN. 


Mo Nay; foregad, Heartfort, you ſhall not run 
away\ from me—Pox take your miſtreſs, I would 
| nor 
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not loſe a friend for all the ſluts in town—Pſhaw ! 


they are plenty enough If thou can'ſt perſuade my 
father off the match, I did not care if the devil had 


her. 


HEART. Harkee, Sir, on vows life, do w_ utter 


2 prophane word of her.. 

Mur. Well then, I wiſh you had her, « or bs devil 
had her—'Tis equal to me—'Tis ſo difficult to pleaſe 
you—l mult like her, and I muſt not like her. 
MI. , Mutable, to content a paſſionate lover 
is as difficult as to ſail between Scylla and Obarpücks: i 
you muſt fall into one extreme or other. 


HEART. Tho' I would have Charlotte only mike, 


yet I could not bear to hear her ſighted yu ano- 
„„ 

Mir. Well, Mutable, doth this early ſally of 
yours proceed from having been in bed as or 
from not being in bed at all? 

Mor. Not at all, RE ION lord Bouncer i is an 
everlaſting ſitter. 

Mir. Who had you with you ? 5 

Mur. There was myſelf, three lords, two bangs 
nets, four whores, and a juſtice of peace. His 
worſhip, indeed, did not {it late; he was obliged to 
go home at three to take a nap, to be ſober at the 
ſeſſions 

Mir. had puniſh wickedneſs and debauchery. 

Mur. Millamour, was you ever in company with 
my lord Grig ?—He is the merrieſt dog—We had 
ſuch diverſion between him and the duke of Fleet- 
ftreet—Ha! ha! ha! ſays the duke to me? Jack 
Mutable, ſays he—ha! ha! ha! what do you think 
of my lord Grig? Why, my Lord Duke, ſays I, 
what of my lord Grig? Why, ſays my Lord Duke 
again, he is damnabiy in love with my Lady Piddle. 
—You know my Lady Piddle, Millamour—ſhe is a 
prude, you know; and that puts me in mind of 


what Sir EV Gubble told me tother day at 


HEART. 


* — 4 pry e . 
o % A 2 1 
i _F — X Toba . — 


32 


C. EF” "2" 

” * +4 — = 

ä "> 3 3-5 K 
1 r — —— 


Ti 
i 
VA 
li 
8 
1 


W 
” 


m_—_— "—_— — 
6. - - p + PR 


— — 


2 1 
— — 


— ** 
- g — 2 


. 
—dꝛ— ———ß — 2 — — — 
* 6E 2 EPI 4 


334 THE WEDDING. DAY. 


HEART. Death and damnation! This is _ 
portable. Come, Mr. Brazen 


SCENE Ws: 


MILLAMOUR, MUTABLE. 
er White' Now, 7 mention White's, I muſt 


ſend an excuſe to my lord Goodland. He invited 
me two days ago, to dine with him to-day. 


MIT. Iwo days ago !—why, he went into the 


country a week ſince. 


Mur., Nay, then Sir Charles Wiſeall was mil. 
taken, for he delivered me the meflage yeſterday ; 
which 1 is a little ſtrange, methinks. 

Mit: Ay, faith, it is very en for be has 
been in Scotland this fortnight. | 

Mur. How! 

MIL. It is even ſo, I affure you. | 

Mor. Then, as ſure as I am alive, I dreamt all 
this. O! but may I wiſh you joy 8 They tell 
me you are going to be married. 

Mir. Who told you ſo? 

Mor. Hum !—that I can't remember. It was 
either the dutcheſs of Holbourn, or lady Chatter, or 
lady Scramble, or— 

Miz. No, you dreamt it; a ſure fign it will not 
happen. | 

Mur. Heyday | Where 8 Heartfort gone? 

Mir. He can't bear a ſucceſsful rival. FT 

Mur. Poor devil! 1 pity him heartily. And 1 
pity myſelf; for, I proteft, I am as ſorry at winning 


her, as he can be at loling her. 


Mr. But, is there no way of perſuading the old 
gentleman off ? 

Mur. Odd! here he comes. Prithee, do try; ; 
let me call you my Lord, and it will give you more 
weight with him; tor he takes a lord to > be as infal- 
lible as the Pope. — 

Miz. 
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MIV. Ay. is he ſo fond of quality ? 85 10.7 112 Ts 


Mur. Gh! moſt paſſionately. You muſt —_ 
he heſitates even at this match on that account; Nay, 
believe, notwithſtanding her fortune, he would pre- 
fer a woman of quality for h fevighter- in-laws! * 
the was not, warth a gat. 3 77 

Mii. Hal *Sdgeath! 4;bave.s chought—but mum 
3 here. et Jun ing . 115 


' [ * 127 
$2" oo 1 ö 
SCENE , 1 7 8 en 


OLD 3 YOUNG. ary; 


TABLE, MIL LAM OUR. 2 


che Mur. Ha N Lond bi found: gl out 
at laſt? It is ſo long ſince | was in tewn, I had; 
almoſt loſt myſelf. Bur, harkee,—who's' that _ 
gentleman ? hey: / 

Young Mur. O! one of yo lords 1 xold. you 7 


converſe with—an intimate acquaintance of mine. 
Fll introduce you to him, Sir. My Lord, this 1 is 


my father, my Lord- 

Ol Mur. At your lordſhip” 8 ſervice, my Lord. 

Mil. Su, L am. exceedingly glad to ſee you in 

toma. „ vin ion ono 

Ot Mur. Lam exceedingly obliged to your Wu 
ſhip—My Lord, I am valtly COTE ſo „r an 

honour. 

Youngs Mz. * will excuſe my father, my 
Lord: as he his {lived in the country moſt of his? 
time, he does not make quite ſo fine a bow as we do. 

Oro Mor. My fon. fays true, my Lord. I have 
lived moſt of my time in the country, the greater 
my misfortune, and my father's crime, my Lord. 
But, I thank my ftars, my fon cannot charge me 
with tinting his education. Alas | my Lord, it mult 


be done betimes. A man can never be Gore into the 


world, too ſoon. What can they learn at ſchools 
or univerſities ?—No, no, I ſent my boy to town at 
ſixteen, and allowed him wherewithal to keep the 
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336 THE WEDDING-DAY. 
beſt company. And, I thank my ſtars, I have lived 
to ſee him one of the fineſt gentlemen of his age. 


Young Mur. Ah! dear IP Your Aol obe dient 


humble nr enn 
MIL. It is owing, Sir, to ſuch e parents as 


| you, that the preſent age abounds with ſuch fine 


gentlemen as it does. Our dull forefathers were 
either rough ſoldiers, pedantic ſcholars, or clowniſfi 
farmers. And it was as difficult to find a fine gen- 
tleman among us _ as it is a true e e 
us now. 5 K 1 
Olp Mor. 55 am very 5 my Lord; to find 
ny ſon in ſuch company as your lordſhip's. 
MIL. Dear ark the honour is on 955 ſide, I afiore 
ou. | 
l OLD Mur. Sbud! Your men. 6f quality are che 


civileſt ſort of people upon earth. 


Mit. And, I believe, my ſiſter is of _ fame opi- 


nion. 
Youxs Mor. His alter! TO; (Addi. 
Orp Mur. I am extremely bound to your g good 


lordſhip. 


Mir. I fee you are ſhy of fornkings but I do not 
at all think it beneath the honour of my houſe to 
marry into a worthy family with a competent eſtate, 
though there be no title. 

Oro Mur. My Lord! 

Miu. And ſince my ſiſter has condeſcended to re- 
ceive the addreſſes of your ſon, I ſhall not oppoſe 
the match, 

Oro Mur. I am ſurprized, my Lord 

Mil. Nay, Sir, you cannot be ſurprized; for 
certainly Mr. Mutable has more honour, than to 
have proceeded ſo far without acquainting you. 

Orp Mur. O, yes, my Lord, he has acquainted 
me—— Yes, my Lord, I have been acquainted in- 
deed—But the honour was fo great, that | could 
tcarce believe it. | 


Youno ; 


U 
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Youns Mur. [Alide.] This is not the firſt woman 
] have been in love with, without ſeeing. 

OLD Mur. O, fie upon you, Jacky, why did you 
not tell me of this? I'll go break off the other match 
this moment. My Lord, I cannot expreſs the very 
grateful 1 ſentiments I have of this great Band my 
Lord 


Mic, I hall be glad to ſee you at my houſe; in 
the mean time, Mr. Mutable may have as "op acceſs 


to my ſiſter as he pleaſes. 

Tod Mur. Dear my Lord, I am your molt 
obedient humble ſervant. 

OLD Mor. I and mine, my Lord, are eternally 
obliged to your goodneſs; and, I hope, my ſon is 
as ſufficiently ſenſible as myſelf. I will Juſt go do 
a little buſineſs, and then, Jacky, I'Il come to this 
place, and you ſhall carry me to wait on his lord- 
ſhip.—Be ſure to be here, or I ſhall not be able to 
find you—In the mean time I am your lordſhip's 
very obedient, devoted, humble VOOR to com- 
mand. 


SCENE ML 


MILLAMOUR, MUTABLE. 


Mir. Well, have I not managed the old gentle- 
man finely ? 

Youno Mur. Yes; but, as my lord Twitter 
ſays, how ſhall we carry it on? 


Mir. That I am thinking. Suppoſe I get ſome- | 


body to perionate my ſiſter—I ſee your father is of 
a good, eaſy, credulous diſpoſition, and not alto- 
gether ſo inflexible as your father-in-law 

Youno Mur. No, hang him; he never kept a 
reſolution two minutes in his life. He is the very 
picture of my lord Shatterbrain; and you know my 
lord Shatterbrain is very famous for breaking his 
word, I have made forty engagements with him, 


and he never * one then, the next time we 
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338 THE WEDDING. DAT. 
met. — Jack Mutable, ſays he, I know you'll pardon 
mel have ſuch a memory - but there's Sir George 
Gooſe has juſt ſuch another too but, George is a 
comical dog, that's the truth on 't—There was he 
and I and the duke 
Mir. Hearkee, I have thought how the thing 
ſhall be conducted. Heartfort's houſe ſhall paſs for 
mine; thither do you bring your father; you ſhall 
find a lady ready to receive you. But you muſt re- 
member to behave to her as if you were old ac. 
quaintance. I will inſtru& her how to anſwer you. 
So, go now and expect your father, and remember 
to give me the title of lord Truelove. 
oN MvurT. Agad, I din'd with Sir John True- 
love about four days ago; and how many bottles do 
you think we ſat? | 
MIL. Twenty dozen, if you will. 
Youns Mur. No, faith, not that—not that quite. 
I brought off four to my own ſhare tho'; and fo 
drunk was my lord Puzzle—ha! ha! ha! and ſo mad. 
Mir. But if thou art not quite drunk. or mad 
thyſelf, prithee do mind thy buſineſs; for, if you 
ſtay one moment longer, I'll fling up the affair. 
Younce Mur. I go, I go. My lord Truelove, 
your ſervant. Foregad, Sir John is one of the 
merrieſt — in Chriſtendom. 


SCENE Vit 
MILLAMOUR {uus. 

Go thy way, Guillim diſplay'd—Thou catalogue 
of the nobility ' Sdeath, I fancy *tis the vanity of 
ſuch fools as this that makes men proud of a title, 
without any other merit. Now, if I can but match 
this ſpark with my Northumberland Couſin, I ſhall 
handſomely be quit of a troubleſome relation —And 
faith, I think, the arms of a rich fool are a ſort of 


hotpital, proper to every woman Who has worn out 
her reputation in the ſervice. 
SC E NE 
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1 WEDDING-DAY. 339 
SCENE VII. 
Mrs. STEDFAST's Houſe. 


CHARLOTTE, /peaking to Mrs, U S E- 
F UL, who goes ont and returns with HE AR T- 


FORT. 


Well, well, tell the wretch, I will ſee W to give 
him another final anſwer, ſince he will have it. Poor 
creature how little he ſuſpects who is his rival! 
Oh! Millamour, thou haſt given this heart of 
mine more ſighs in one week, "than it ever felt 
before — nay, than it hath ever made any other feel. 
How ſhall I let him know my paſſion, or how avoid 
this match intended for me by my father ! Well, 
Sir, how often mult I tell you, I won't have you, I 
can't have you ? 

HEART. Madam, as you have often told me the 
_ contrary, I think you ſhould give ſome reaſon why 
you will not have me. | 

CHAR. I tell you a reaſon I hate you. 

HART. I might expect a better reaſon for that 
hate than the violence of my love. 

ChAR. O! the beſt reaſon in the world, I hate 
every thing that is ridiculous, and there is nothing 
ſo ridiculous as a real lover. 

HEART. Methinks, gratitude might produce the 
higheſt affection. 

CHAR. Your humble ſervant, ſweet Sir 
Gratitude !—— that implies an obligation; but how 
am I obliged to you for loving me? I did not aſk 
you to love me did 1—1 can't help your loving 
me; and if one was to have every one that loves 
one, one muſt have the whole town. 

HART. Can my torments make you merry, . 
Madam? 
CAR. O] no certainly; for you muſt know, I 


am * good-natur'd: Nor can you your- 
Z. 2 ſelf 
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340 THE WE DDING- PA x. 
ſelf ſay, that I have not begg'd you to get off the 
rack: But you would have me take you off in my 


arms, like an odious ridiculous creature, as you are, 
HEarT. Give me my reaſon again; untie me from 


the magic knot you have bound me in; for whilſt 


ou hold me faft within your chains, tis barbarous 
to bid me take my freedom. | 

CHaR. Chains !— ſure being in Re 18 ſomething 
like being in the galleys; and a lover, like other 
ſlaves, is the ſubject of no other paſſion but pity: 
Nay, they are even more contemptible they are 
mere inſects. One gives being to thouſands with a 
ſmile, and takes it away again with a frown. A cele- 
brated phyſician might as wel! grieve at the death of 
every patient, as a celebrated toaſt at the death of 
every lover; and then it would be impoſſible for 
either of them ever to have dry eyes. 1 

HART. Come, come, Madam; the world are 
not at all ſo deaf to reaſon as I am. There are 
thoſe who can ſce your faults, tho? I can't can weigh | 
affectation againſt beauty, and ill-nature againſt wit. 

Crna. They are inſeparable. No one has beauty 
without affectation, nor wit without ill- nature. But 
lovers, you know, only ſee perfections. All things 


look white to love, as they do yellow to the N 


dice. 
Hear. This cool inſenſibility is worſe than rage. 


CHAR. It would be cruel indeed to add to the fire. 
I would extinguiſh your paſſion, Sir, ſince this is 
the laſt time it can blaze in public, without preju- 
dice to my reputation. 

Heaxr. Sure, you can't reſolve to marry a fool ? 

Craxr. I can reſolve to be dutiful to a parent, and 
run any riſque rather than that of my fortune. In 
ſhort, Mr. Heartfort, could you have prevailed 
with my father, you might have prevailed with me. 
I liked you well enough | to have obey ed my father, 
but not to diſobey him. 


HEART, Was that the affection you had for a 
| man 


* * 
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man who would have ſacrificed himſelf and the 
whole world to you? 


SCENE E. 


CLARINDA, CHARLOTTE, HEARTFORT: ; 


CLar. Fie! Charlotte, how can you uſe him ſo 
barbarouſly ? Poor Heartfort! 1 N [ pity you 
ſincerely, 

CHAR. Indeed, Clarinda, for I ſhall never 
call you mother I am come to an age wherein 
I ſhall not follow your advice in diſpoſing of my- 
ſelf; nor am I more forward to aſk your opinion, 
than you was to aſk mine when you married my 
father. i 
CAR. My dear chte you ſhall never have 


more cauſe to repent my marriage, than I believe 


you would have to repent your own with this gentle- 
man. 


HEART. My lfe, Madam, is a poor ſacrifice to 


ſuch goodneſs. 

Crar. Dear creature ! if the old gentleman your 
huſband was here, you would make him jealous on 
his wedding-day. Beſides, it is barbarous in you 
to blame me, 107 he hath taken a reſolution to give 
me to Mr. Mutable; and you know, or you will Know 
before you have dean married to him long, that, when 
once he hath reſolved on any ching, it is impoſſible 
to alter him. 


SCENE X. 3 
STEDFAST, HEARTFORT, CLARINDA. 
STED. Heyday ! what's here to do? I thought 


had forbidden 5 my houſe. Am I not maſter 


of my own houſe ? 


HzarT. No, Sir, nor ever will, while you have 


tuo ſuch fine ladies in it. 
STED, Sir, if I had two empreſſes in it, my word 
£2 ſhould 
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ſhould be a law—And I can tell you, Sir, I will have 
blunderbuſſes 1 in it, and conſtables too, if I fee you 
in it any more. 

CI AR. Nay, pray, my dear, do not try to ſhock 
him more; Charlotte hath uſed him ill enough al- 
ready. 

Sr. Hearkee, Madam, my dear, I muſt give 
you a piece of advice on our wedding- day Never 
offer to interrupt me, nor prefume to give your 
opinion in any thing till aſced If nature hath made 
any thing in vain, it is the tongue of a woman. 
Women were deſigned to be ſeen, and not heard; 
they were formed only to pleaſe our eyes. 

Cuak. You will be ſingularly happy, my dear, 
with a huſband who marries to pleafe no ſenſe but 
his eyes. 


CAB. I do not doubt being as happy with him 


| as I deſire. 


STEv. This is another thing I muſt warn you of 
Never to whiſper in my preſence. —W hiſpering 


no one uſes but with an ill deſign. . I made a reſolu- 


tion againſt whiſpering at ſixteen, and have never 
whiſpered ſince. 

HEART. Yes, Sir, and if you had made a reſo- 
lution to hang yourſelf, others would have been 

equally obliged to follow the example. 

STzD. I wiſh you would reſolve to go out of my 
doors, Sir; or I ſhall take a reſolution which may 
not pleaſe you. Madam, if you have not given this 
gentleman a final diſcharge already, do it now. 

Cnas. You hear, Sir, what my father ſays, there- 


fore I deſire you would immediately leave us, and 


not think of returning again. 
HART. Not certain gearth ſhould deter me from 


obeying your commands; nor would that ſentence, 
pronounced from any other lips, give me as much 


Pain as this baniſhment, from yours, | [ £1, 


SCENE 
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SCENE XI. 


STEDFAST, CLARINDA, CHARLOTTE. 


Crar. Go thy ways, for a pretty fellow. _ 

SrED. Go thy ways, for an hypocrite. We ſhall 
have that fellow turn rake at forty. The ſeeds of 
raking are in him, and one time or other they will 
break out. Rakery is a diſeaſe in the blood, which 
every man is born with; and the ſooner it ſhews it- 
ſelf, the better. 

CHAR. But I hope, Sir, * I have complied 
with your commands, in diſpatching one lover, you 
will comply with my deſires, in delaying my alliance 
with another. 

STE D. As for that, you may be very eaſy: So you 

are married to-day, I care not what hour. 

CHAR. Why to-day, Sir? 

STED. Becaule I have reſolved it, Madam. 

CHAR. One day ſure would make no difference. 
SrED. Madam, I have ſaid it. 

CLaR. Let me intercede for fo ſhort a reprieve, 

STED. I am fixed. 

CuaR. Conſider, my whole happineſs is at ſtake. 

_ _ STED. If the happineſs of the world was at ſtake, 
I would not alter'my reſolution. [ Servant enters, 

Serv, Sir, Mr, Mutable is below. 

STED. Shew him up. Go you two in. Daughter, 

be ſure and make yourſelf ready. [ have not yet 
reſolved the hour of marrying you, but it ſhall be 

this afternoon; for I am determined to keep both 

our wedding-{uppers together. 


SCENE XI 
 STEDFAST, OLD MUTABLE. 
STED, Mr. Mutable, your ſervant. Odſo! where's 


the bridegroom ? He 1s a little too back ward for 
a young fellow: The bride has reaſon to take it amiſs. 
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Olo Mur. Nay, Mr. Stedfaſt, if ſhe or you take 
any thing amiſs, we cannot help that. 

STED. Pugh ! I was in jeſt with thee: She ſhall 
take nothing amiſs, for I am reſolved on the match, 

Orp Mur. Truly, I am ſorry for it. 

Step. Ha! forry—for what ? 

Orp Mur. Since it muſt be known, what ſignifies 
heftation ?—My fon is e Sir. 

SrEb. How, Sir, pre-engag'd |! 

Orp Mor. Yes, Sir, to a young lady of beauty 


and fortune—and, what is more, a lady of quality. 


I aflure you, Sir, I did not know one word of it when 
our bargain was made; which J am ſorry for, and 


heartily aſk your pardon. 
STep. And is this the manner you treat me in, 


after I have refuſed ſuch offers for your ſon's ſake. 


Orp Mur. The match was none of my own 


choice; but if quality will drop into one's lap 


4 


STED. Ay, quality may drop into your lap or your 
pocket either, and not make them one bit the hea- 
vier—And pray, who is this great lady of quality? 

Orp Mur. I know nothing more of her, than 
that ſhe 1s a lord's ſiſter. 

Sep. Hath ſhe no name then? 

Oro Mur. Yes, Sir, I ſuppoſe ſhe hath a name, 
tho' I don't know it. 

STED. And pray, Sir, what's her fortune? 

Oro Mur. L don't know that either. 

Sr. Your very humble ſervant, Sir—I honour 
your profundity: If the lady's quality be equal to 
your wiſdom, Goatham and Fleetſtreet will be in 
ſtrict alliance Sir, I admire your ſon ; for tho? it 


is probable he may get nothing by the bargain, 1 
find he has ſenſe enough to outwit his father; and he 
may laugh at you, while all the world laughs at him. 
Orp Mur. What do you mean, Sir? 
SrEp. Stay till your daughter be brought home, 


ſhe will explain my meaning 


„I warrant *you—ſhe 


vil 
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will bring you both extremes, my life on't Quality 
in the kennel, and fortune in the air. 

Orp Mur, Hum! if it ſhould prove ſo—Sir, the 

match is not compleated. 

| STeD. No, Sir; you are very capable of break- 
ing it off, we ſee — (Servant enters.) 

SpA. Sir, the lawyer is come with the writin 

STzp. He may cancel them if he pleaſes, and 
hang himſelf when he has done. 

OLD Mur. N Sir, I am not determined i in this 
affair 

' STeD. Nor in any, I am ſure — but I am; and 
you muſt give up your pretenſions one way or other 
this moment. 

OLD Mur. Then I ſtand by the ſecureſt So de- 
ſire the lawyer to walk in I hope you will forgive 
me, Mr. Stedfaſt, what's paſt. 

SED. Ay, Sir, more for my own ſake than yours; 
for had I not reſolved on the match, I might have 
taken other meaſures, 


SCENE XIII. 
OLD MUTABLE, STEDFAST, PRIG. 


Orp Mur. Come Sir, I am ready to ſign articles. 

Step. Where's Mr. Squeezepurſe, your maſter ? 

Paid. Sir, my maſter is buſy, he could not wait 
on you, but I can do it as well. 

STED. Sir, I am the beſt judge of that I have 
reſolved never to ſign any thing without your maſter. 

PRIO. It is the very ſame ching, Jaſſure you 
The writings are fully drawn, and any witneſs may 
do as well as my maſter. 

STED. Your maſter is a negligent puppy, and 
uſes me doubly ill- firſt, in ſtaying away, and then 
in ſending ſuch an impertinent coxcomb to diſpute 
with me. ; 

Orp Mor. I believe, Mr. Stedfaſt, we may do it. 

Sxep. Excuſe me, Sir, I ſhall not alter my re- 


folves— ; 
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ſolves - Therefore go to your maſter, and tell him to 
come to me immediately; for I will not ſign without 
him, that I am reſolv'd. 

Oro Mur. In the mean while, I'll ſtep juſt by, 
and call my fon, that we may meet with no further 
interruption, (Servant enters.) 

SER. Sir, the tailor hath ſent word, that he can- 
not finiſh the new liveries till to-morrow morning. 

STED. Then, Sir, go and give my humble ſer- 
vice to the tailor, and tell him to ſend them half 
done or undone ; for I am reſolv'd to have them put 
on to-day, tho' they are thrown like blankets over 
their ſhoulders, and my equipage ſhould look * 

the retinue of a Morocco ambaſſador. 


er Ut. SCENE l. 


8 c E N E, The Street. 


HEARTFORT, MILLAMOUR, MUTABLE. 


HEART. HOUGH I fear my fortune de- 
8 ſperate, yet is my obligation infinite 

to you, my dear Millamour, for this trouble. 
Mur. And to me too. —Agad, I have run the 
hazard of being diſinherited on your account As 
for the wife, the loſs is not great; but I have a real 
value for the eſtate. ä 
Mir. Come, faith, Heartfort, thou muſt confeſs 
thyſelf obliged to him ; he hath done what 1s in his 
wer 
HEART. I 3 him And, i in return, Mutable, 
let me give you a piece of advice. Leave off that 
ridiculous quality of pretending an acquaintance with 
men of faſhion, whom thou haſt never ſeen, for two 
reaſons: Firſt, no one believes you; nor, if you 
were believed, would any one eſteem yau for it; 
becauſe all the prize-fighters, jockeys, gameſters, 
Pimps, 
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pimps, and buffoons in England have the fame ho- 


nour | 
Mur. Ha, ha, ha! this 1s very merry, very fa- 
cetious, faith—Agad, Millamour, if I did not know 
that Heartfort Keeps the beſt company, I ſhould 
think him envious. 
__ Miz. Irather think his ambition lies quite the op- 
poſite way; for L have ſeen him walking at high Mall 
with a fellow in a dirty ſhirt, and a wig unpowder'd. 

Mur. Auh! what a couple of diſtinguiſhing qua- 
lifications he choſe to appear in the Mall with! 

HART. And the man he means happens to have 
qualifications very ſeldom ſeen in the Mall, or any 
where elfe 

Mur. Ay, prithee, what are theſe ? 

HART. Virtue, and good ſenſe. 

Mor. Ha, ha, ha! virtue, and good ſenſe; no 
| powder, and dirty linen—Four fine accompliſhments 

tor an old philoſopher to live upon | 

Mir. Ay, or for a modern philoſopher to ſtarve 

with—Bur, mum—Remember who I am. 


SCENE I. 


OLD MUTABLE, YOUNG MUTABLE, 
HEARTFORT, MILLAMOUR. 


Mir. So, Sir, you are expeditious z and now, if 
you pleaſe, I am ready to wait upon you— 

OLD Mur. Jam unwilling to give your lordſhip 
any further trouble; far I find, my Lord, that mat- 
ters are too far gone to be broke of now So I thank 
your lordſhip for the honour you intended me. But 
the boy mult be married to his former miſtreſs 

HEART. Ha! : Ade. 

Mir. What's this, Sir? 

Oro Mur. In ſhort, my Lord, I have as great an 
honour for quality as any man ; but there are things 
to be conſidered Quality is a fine thing „ My Lord, 
but 1t does not pay * 

7 Young 
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Youno Mor. Faith, you are miſtaken there, 
father; for it docs. | 

Mart. I little thought this conſideration would 
have expos'd my Gſter to an affront—You are the 
laſt commoner I ſhall offer her to, I aſſure you 
Perhaps you may repent this refuſal | 

Young MurT. Dear Sir, conſider Your ſon's 
happineſs, grandevr, fortune, all are at ſtake. 

Mrr. Now the affair is over, Sir, I ſhall tell you, 
that my ſiſter was not only ſecure of a fortune much 
larger then Mr. Stedfaſt's daughter; but as I have 
reſolved againſt marriage, my fortune and title too 
muſt have deſcended to your ſon. 

OLD Mur. Hey !—And ſhould I have ſeen my 
Jacky a lord—Should I have had a lord aſk me 
bleſſing? — And a fet of voung lords and ladies my 
grand-g erandchildren ! Shoul Id this old crabtree 

 ttock have ſeen ſach noble grafted fruit ſpreading on 
its branches ?—O my good dear lord, I aſk pardon 
on my knees—Forgive the tooliſh caution of a fear- 
ful old man. 

Mil. My honour, my honour forbid 

OLD Mur. O dear, ſweet, good, my Lord, 

Let pity melt your honour to forgiveneſs. 

HEART. Let me 1ntercede, Sir. 

OLD Mur. If your honour muſt have a ſacrifice, 
let my fault be paid by my puniſhment. Tread 
upon my neck, my Lord. Do any thing to me. 
But do not let me bar my ſon's way to happineſs. 

Mit. The ſtricteſt honour is not required to be 
inexorable. I ſhall content myſelf, therefore, with 
inflicting on you a moderate puniſhment. Whereas 
J intended to pay the fortune down before marriage; 
I now will do it afterwards. 

Orp Mur. Whenever your lordſhip n I 
will give one thorough rebuff to Mr. Stedfaſt, and 
return inſtantly. — Jacky, ſtay, ſtay you here; and 


* me, to conduct me to his W My 
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lord, I am your n moſt obedient humble 
ſervant. Exit. 
Mir. This ſucceeds to our wiſh, 1 think I'll &en 
play the parſon myſelf, and marry you in jeſt. 
Younc Mur. But I ſhall not play the huſband, I 
thank you. 
MIL. Pſhaw—in jeſt, 
Youno Mur. Hum, I take matrimony to be no 
Jen 
' Mit. And ] take it to be the greateſt jeſt in nature. 
When the old gentleman comes, Heartfort, do you 
take him to your houſe, which mult paſs for my lord 
Truelove's, thither will I bring the lady with the ut- 
moſt expedition. But remember to give a particu- 
lar order to all your ſervants, that your name 15 
Truelove. 
He ARr. If you would have me ſtay with you in 
the mean time, I muſt haye no lords. Nay, I will 
not allow you a baronet. Not even a plain Sir, 
though he was knighted bur laſt week, and hath 
not paid his fees yet. 
Youxnc Mur. Well, well, you hall be humour- 
ed, though I am at Work for your ſervice. 


SC EP 
STEDFAS T's Houſe. 
CLARIN DA, Mrs. USEFUL 


Cr AR. To leave my huſband's houſe on my wed- 
ding-day ? ? And vilit à gallant? PI never conſent 
to it 

Use. Then there's a pretty fellow gone to his 


forefathers. 

CLAR. No, tell the barbarous man, undone as 
he is, I would have conſented to any other portion 
with him than diſhonour. Tell him, he hath forc'd 
me to the fatal re{olution I have taken; for to avoid 

him, was my firſt cauſe of marrying; and tell 
LY i 
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him, in that hour I gave my hand to Mr. Stedfaſt, 
I reſolved never to ſee him more. 

Usz. The devil take me, if Ido. You may ſend 
another meſſenger, I'll have no hand in his death, 
I always had a natural antipathy to murder—Poor 
dear, pretty, handſome young fellow. —Go—you 
are a cruel creature Oh!]! had you ſeen how he 
figh'd, and ſobb'd, and groan'd, and kiſs'd your 
letter, and call'd you by all the tendereſt, ſofteſt 
names; then ſhed ſuch a ſhower of tears upon the 
. then kiſs'd it again, and ſwore he had loſt 

is foul in you Oh! it would have melted rocks, 
could they have ſeen it. 

CLAR. Why wilt thou torment me to no pur- 
poſe ? 

Us x. It is your own 2 225 if it be to no purpoſe; 

CLAR. What can I do? 

Usz. What can you do that any woman after 
eighteen ſhould afk that queſtion What can you 
do? —Methinks charity ſhould tell you, if your 
heart was not deaf to every thing that is good. 
When a fine, handlome young fellow is the beggar, 
what woman can want charity ? 

CLAR. I have no more to give My all is now my 
huſband's ; ; nor can I, without injuring him, be- 
ſto w 

24 Your huſband !—You are enough to make 
me mad—Injure your huſband l Lou may as well 
think you injure your cheſt, when you take the mo- 
ney out of it—And would you be Jock'd up al} 
your life in that old fuſty cheſt, the arms of your 
huſband ? 

CILAR. Ha! Doth it become thee to fail againſt 
my huſband, who hatt employ d all thy vile rhetoric 
to perſuade me to receive him ? 

Uss. To receive him as a huſband I did, — and 1 

now perfuace you to make a huſband of him. 

CLar. O, villain! What hath urged. thee to 
uſe me as thou doſt ? Didſt thou not frit entice me 
O 


as 
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to leave my convent, and fly to England with that 
monſter Millamour? — And then didſt thou not, 
with the ſame diligence, intreat me to this mar- 
riage? And now 

Usz. What allegations are here! I on I adviſed 
you to quit a religion I thought not conſiſtent with 
the health of your ſoul, and to fly to the arms of a 
man I thought loved you. When I thought he did 
not love you, I adviſed you to leave him And now 
I find he does love you, I adviſe you to return to 
him again. 
CAR. What! with the loſs of my honour! 

Uss. The loſs of your honour ! No, no—You 
may keep your honour ſtill; for every woman hath 
it till ſhe is diſcovered. 

CLAR. Name it to me no more. 

Us. At leaſt you may ſee him there's no diſho- 
nour in that. | 

CLAR. I dare not think of it. | | 

Usz. Fen do it without thinking of it—Let the 
poor man owe the continuing of his life to my en- 

treaties. 

CAR. Oh! he hath a more powerful advocate 
within me. - 

Usg. Well—T'll fy with the happy news. 

CLar. Stay—lI cannot reſolve. 
Us. That's enough ——She that can't reſolve 
gainſt her lover, always reſolves for him. 
CrAR. Well—l will take one dear laſt draught 
of ruin from his eyes And then bid them farewel 


tor ever. . 


SCENE IV. The Street. 


CHARLOTTE diſguiſed. 


Here am I fairly eſcaped from my father's houſe 
—And now, what to do, or whither to go, I know 
not, If I return, I know the poſitiveneſs and paſſio- 
nateneſs of his temper too well, to leave me any 

| hopes 
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hopes of avoiding the match he is reſolv'd on—If 
I do not, I dread the conſequences, Suppoſe I find 
Millamour out, and acquaint him with my paſſion 

I'll die ſooner— If Heartfort were here this mo- 
ment, I believe I ſhould not refuſe him any longer 


mAh! 


SCENT Y 


MILLAMOUR, CHARLOTTE. 


Mir. Pox on my raſhneſs in diſcharging the good 
mother this morning ſhall never be able to find 
Lucina—l muſt get another Ha! What hath for- 
tune ſent us? A woman in a maſque I ſuppoſe ſhe 
doth it to hide the ſmall-pox, or tome curſed defor- 
mity—Burt hang it, ſhe may paſs for a woman of 
quality, for all that. Agad, I'll attack her, and if 
I miſtake nor, ſhe expects it. At leaſt ſhe doth not 
threaten to run away. Madam, your molt obedi- 
ent, humble fervant—] preſume, by your preſent 
poſture, that your maſque gives you an advantage 
over me That I have the honour of being known 
to you— 

CL AR. Tou may depend « on it, Sir, it is to my ad- 
vantage to cover my face by my doing it And I 
conceive 1t would be to your advantage to wear a 


maſque too. 


Mir. I'll excuſe your abuſing my face, while you 
abuſe your own—Nor do I believe you in earneſt in 
Either; for I ſee, by your eyes, that you like me; 


and I am pretty confident you like yourlelf, 


CLar. Indeed, if Mr. Millamour is ſo fully per- 
ſuaded of the former, I think he may, without any 
ill opinion of my modeſty, ſuſpect the latter. 

Mit. Hum! My name too- | 

Craar. I hope you have not the worſe opinion of 
yourleli from my knowing it. 

Mit. No, my dear—nor much the better of you, 


I can tell you. Hearkee, child, I End thou art ſome 


old 
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old acquaintance of mine; and as thoſe are a ſet of 
people whom I am always glad to * I will make 
thy fortune, 

CHar, Now I fancy you don't think me an old ac- 
quaintance: for, if | was, you muſt be aſſur'd, I 
know that it is not in your power. 

Mir. Why, truly, Madam, I am not worth as 
many Indies as I would beſtow on your dear ſex, if 
had 'em But, in this affair, I am not to be the 
principal, but only a ſort of agent—or, to ſpeak in 
your own language, the bawd. 

Cnar, Well, Sir. 
| Miz. And if you can but act the part of a woman 
of quality for one half hour, I believe I ſhall put it 
into your power to act one as long as you live. 

CHar, What! have you a man of quality to diſ- 

poſe of ? 
Mit. No; but I have what many a man of qua- 
lity would be glad to diſpoſe of. I have a great 
fortune for you; and that with it which many a 
woman of quality hath to diſpoſe of. 

CHAR. What's that, Pray! 4 

Mir. A fool! | 

ChaR. Oh! you won't want cuſtomers; but you 
and I, I find, ſhall not agree; for we happen to deal 
in the ſame wares. 

Mit. But mine is a man- fool, Madam. 

CHAR. And ſo is mine, Sir but let us wave 
that; for I will give him to any one who will have 
him. The fortune is what concerns me moſt. Do 
you know any one in whoſe hands I could place ten 
thouſand pounds with ſafety ? 

Mir. Nay, prithee don't trifle—If you will come : 
with me, and act your part well, you ſhall be miſtreſs _ 
of four times that ſum, 3 theſe two hours. 
You ſhall have a huſband, with thoſe two great ma- 
trimonial qualities, rich and a fool. 

CAR. Ay, and what is his name! 2. 
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2% THE WEDDING- DAL. 
Mr. What ſignifies his name? Will you have 2 
rich fool for a huſband, Madam, or no? This muſt 
be ſome very vulgar ut, by her heſitation. 
CHak. No, Sir; 1 don't want riches, and I hate 
a fool. 

Mir. Then, your ſervant. I muſt go find ſome- 
body that will. If I had but'time on my hands, I 
ſhould find many a woman of faſhion would be glad 
to be Mrs. Mutable. 

Cnar. Ha! ſtay Sir, (this may be a lucky adven- 
ture, at leaſt it muſt be a pleaſant one) if E had Known 
Mr. Mutable was the gentleman 

Mit. Well, Mr. Mutable is the gentleman. 

Cnar. O, heavens! My father. I ſhall be diſ- 
covered. 

M. Come, Madam, we have not a moment to 
loſe. Step to my lodgings, and receive inſtructions. 

CAR. Well, Sir, I have fo good an opinion of 
your honour, that I will truſt myſelf with you. 

Mrc. My honour is moſt infinitely obliged to your 
* dear Madam. 


SCENE vI. 


S TED FAST, OLD MUT ABLE. 


S rp. Forgive, indeed! Why, a man may as 
well determine which way a weathercock ſhall ſtand 
this day fortnight. by its preſent ſituation, as he can 
what you will think an hour hence, by what you 
think now. A windmill, or a woman's heart, are 
firm as rocks in compariſon of you. 

Mor. Town he did overperſuade me; but par- 
don me this time, and I will immediately fetch the 
boy, and matters ſhall be diſpatched. 

STev. Hum! | | 5 
Mor. Come, come, you cannot blame me. Who 
would not marry his ſon to a woman of quality? 

SrEp. Who would not? I would not, Sir. If I 


had reſolved to marry my daughter to a cobler, 1 
would 
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would not alter my reſolution, to ſee her a- bed with 
the emperor of Germany. 
Mur. All, men, Mr. Stedfaſt, are not ſo firm in 
their reſolutions as you are. 
S7:p. More ſhame for them, Sir. IT am now in 
the fiftieth year of my age, and never broke one re- 


ſolntion in my life yet. 
Mor. Good lack! I am ſome years older that 


you are, and never made a reſolution in my life yet. 

..STED. Well, Sir, Lſee your ſon coming: I will 
prepare my daughter. But, pray obſerve me. Make 
one reſolution. If you change your mind again be- 
fore they are married, they ſhall never be married at 
all, that I am reſolved. . 

Mur. (4/ide.) This a is a bloody poſitive old fel- 
low. What a brave, abſolute prince he'd make ? 
I'll warrant he'd chop off the heads of two or three 
thouſand ſubjects, ſooner than break his word. I 
muſt not anger him any more. 


SCENE VI. 


OLD MUTABLE, YOUNG MU- 
TABLE, HEARTFORT. 


-Oun Mur. Come, Jacky, you muſt along with 
me: Mr. Stedfaſt and Lo agreed at laſt. - 1 
Youna Mor. And diſappoint his lordſhip, Sir ? 
OLD Mur. Don't tell me of his lordſhip. - I have 
taken a reſolution to ſee you married immediately: 
And married you ſhall be. 
HART. Confuſion! 
Youne Mur. Dear Sir. 
Orp Mor. Sir, I tell you, I have taken a reſolu- 
tion: So fallow me, as you expect my bleſſing. 
1 vOoVNOG Mur. Hearefort, for heaven's fake ſtop 
„ 
Heart, Sdeath! PI ſtop him, or periſh | in the 
attempt. 
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SCENE VIII. 
MILLAMOUR's Lodgings. 


. BRAZEN alone, with an opera-book in his Band. 


Well, I cannot come into the opinion of the town 
about this laſt opera. It is too light for my gotit. 
Give me your ſolemn, ſublime muſic. But pox take 
their taſte : I ſcarce know five footmen in town who 
can diſtinguiſh, The raſcals have no ear, no judg- 
ment. I would as ſoon aſk a fet of country ſquires 
what they liked. I remember the time when we 
ſhould not have ſuffer'd ſuch ſtuff as this to have gone 
down. Ah dear, Si caro (/ings.) 


MILLAMOUR and CHARLOTTE 
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Wt ts him. 
- 6 Mit. Heyday.! Here, you muſical nn, 
1 pray, get you down ſtairs. | 
1 BR AZ. Yes, Sir. (/ings to the end of the tne, and 
exit.) 
Cnax. You have a very polite footman indeed, 
Sir. 


Mir. Yes, Madam. But come, my dear, as you 
are now 1n a place where you have nothing to fear, 
8 have no more occaſion for your maſque. 

CHAR. No, Sir. Before I diſcover more of me, 
it · will be proper to ſet you right in ſome miſtakes you 
ſeem to lie under concerning me. In the firſt place 
know, that 1 am a gentlewoman. | 

Mir. Ay, a parſon's daughter, deſcended from 
22 honeſt and reputable parents, I dare ſwear. 

( Afeae.) 
| Car. And, what will ſurprize you, one of a very 
good family, and very great fortune. 

Mir. Ay, that would ſurprize me indeed. But 
come, unmaſque, or you will force me to a violence 
I. would avoid. 


CHAR, 
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CAR. You promiſed me not to be rude, before 
I would venture hither; and, I aſſure you, am a 
woman of faſhion. 

MIL. Well, Madam, if you are a woman of fa- 
ſnion, I am ſure you have too much good-nature 
to be angry with me for breaking a promiſe, which 

ou have too much wit to expect I ſhould keep. 
Beſides, where there 1s no breach of confidence, 
there 1s no breach of promiſe. And you no more 
believe us when we ſwear we won't be rude, than 
we believe you when you ſwear you think us ſo. So, 
dear ſweet gentlewoman, unmaſque; for I am in 
haſte to ſerve my friend, and yet I find I mult ſerve 
myſelf firſt. 

Caar. Hold, Sir. You know you are but a 
_ procurer. 

Mil. But I generally taſte what I procure, before 
I put it into a triend's hands. Look ye, Madam, it 
is in vain to reſiſt. So, my dear artificial Black- 
moor, I deſire thee to uncover. 

CHAR. No, Sir, firſt hear my hiſtory. 

Mir. I will firſt ſee the frontiſpiece of it. 

CHAR. Know, I am a woman of ſtrict honour. 

Mir. Your hiſtory hath a very lamentable begin- 
nin 
. And in the greateſt diſtreſs in the world; 
for I am this day to be married to a man I deſpiſe. 
Now, if Mr. Millamour can find out any means to 
_ deliver me from the hands of this uncourteous 
Knight, I don't know how far my generoſity may 
reward him. 1 forgive theſe ſuſpicions of me, which 
the manner, in which you found me, ſufficiently 
juſtifies: But, I do aſſure you, this adventure is the 
only one which can attack my reputation; and I 
am the only child of a rich old father, and can make 
the fortune of my huſband. 

MIL. Huſband! Oh! 

CAR. Ay, huſband. As rich a man as Mr. 

Minder would leap at the name; though I hope 

A a 3 you 
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you don't think it my intention to make one of you 
— To endeavour wickedly to incloſe a common that 
belongs to the whole ſex. FT 

Mil. Ouns! What the devil can ſhe be? 

- Char. You have a rare opinion of yourſelf in- 
deed, that the very ſame morning in which you 
have eſcaped the jaws of a poor miftreſs, you ſhould 
find another with ene thouſand pounds in her 
r 2 el 

Mr:.. Every Serum nes Who knows 
what fortune may have ſent me? What theſe charins 
of mine have done? 

CnaAR. What are you conſidering, Sir? 

Mir. I am conlidering, my dear, what particular 
charm in my perſon can have made this conqueſt. 

CAR. Ohl a complication, ' Sir. 

Mir. Dear Madam ! 

Crar. For you'muſt know, Sir, that I have re. 
ſolved never to marry, *till I have found a man with- 
out one lingle fault in my eye, or a ſingle virtue 
in any one's elſe.— For my part, I take beauty i in a 
man to be a ſign of effeminacy; ſobriety, want of 
ſpirit; gravity, want of wit; and conſtancy, want Ir of 
conſtitution. 

MIL. So that to have no fault in your eye, is to the 
an impudent, hatcher- face, raking Fg roving,” 
inconſtant—"' © | ; 

CHAR. All which perfections are to agreeably 
blended in you, ſweet Sir—' 

MIL. Your moſt IRR, hamblc ſervant; Ma- 
dam. ä 
CAR. That I W388 Exed on you as my cal 
for this enterprize, for which there is but one me- 
thod. I muſt run into one danger to avoid another. 
J have no way to ſhun my huſband at home, but by 
carrying a huſband hole with me, Now, Sir, if 
you can have the ſame implicit faith in my fortune 
as you had in my beauty, the bargain is ſtruck.” Send 
fore 1 5 and you know what tollows=—( wang dts) 

you 
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you may eaſily ſee my confuſion. And I would have 
you imagine you owe this declaration only to my hor- 
rible apprehenſion of being obliged to. take a man [ 
like leſs than yourſelf, _ 

Ma. I am infinitely, obliged to you, FE Ad 
But— 

Cu ak. But! Do you heſitate, Sir ? 

MiL. The offer of ſo much. beauty and fortune 
would admit of no heſitation, was 1t not that I muſt 
wrong a friend! Conſider, Madam, if you know. 
none who hath a juſter title to them. How happy 
would this declaration make Heartfort, which you 
throw away. on me. 

CAR. I find I have thrown it away indeed—Ha! 

Am I retus'd ? I begin to hate him, and deſpite my- 
ſelf. 

Mii. Upon my ſoul ſhe is a fine: woman; but can 
I think of wronging my friend ? The devil take me 
if ſhe is not exquiſitely handſome; but he is my 
friend But ſhe hath twenty thouſand pounds But 
muſt be a raſcal to think of her, and as many millions 
would not pay me for it. 


SCENE IX. 


MILL AMOUR. CHARLOTTE, 
BRAZEN. i 


Ba Az. Sir, here is a lady. 

Mir. *Sdeath a lady! Fool, ſot, oaf! How 
often ſhall I tell thee, that I am never at home to 
two ladies at a time ? 

Br az. Sir, you would have hang'd me, if I od 
have deny'd you to madam Clarinda. 

Mir. Clarinda ! O, tranſporting name My dear, 
ſhall I beg, for the ſafety of your reputation, you 
would ſtep into that cloſet, while 1 diſcharge the vilit 
of a troubleſome relation? 

Cunha Put me any where from / the danger of a. 
| A a 4 female 
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female tongue. Well. if I eſcape free this time, I 

will never take ſuch another ramble while I live again. 
Mir. (Shuts her in the cloſet) There - Now will I 

find ſome way to let Heartfort know of her being 

here. I am tranſported at the hope of ſerving him, 

even whilſt Clarinda 1s at my door, 


SCENE X. 


| MILLAMOUR, CLARINDA introduced 
"Of, e 


Miz. My Clarinda ! This is a goodneſs of that 
prodigious nature— 

CLAR. That it can be equal'd by nothing but thy 
falſehood. | 

MIL. Can fo unjuſt an accuſation proceed from ſa 
much ſweetneſs ? Can you, that have forſaken me 

CLAR. Do not attempt to excuſe yourfelf—You 
know how falſe you have been Nor could any 
thing but your falſehood have driven me to what [ 
have done. 
| Mair. By all the 
Cx AR. Do not damn thyſelf more—1 know thy 
Falſckood, I have ſeen it. Therefore thy perjuries 
are as vain as wicked.” Do you think I wanted this 
teſtimony? (Gives him a letter.) 

Mit. Lucina's letter! Curſed accident! She too 
hath received Clarinda's! but I muſt ſtand it out. 
Hear this! My falſehood ! Mine ! when there's not 
a ſtar in heaven that hath not ſeen me, like an Ar- 
cadian of the firſt ſort, ſighing and wiſhing for you ; 
the turtle is inconſtant. compared to me; the roſe 
will change its ſeaſon, and bloſſom in N 
the nightingale will be ſilent, and the raven ſing 
nay, the phoenix will have a mate, when I have any 
mate 5 you. 

CLaR. Had this been oe; nature . have 
ſogner chang' d than I, 

Mi. 
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Mit. Oh! you know it is: you have known this 
heart too long, to think it capable of inconſtancy. 

CLar. Thou haſt a tongue that might charm the 
very ſirens to their own deſtruction, till they own'd 
thy voice more charming, and more falſe than theirs. 
There is a ſoftneſs in thy words equal to the hard- 
neſs of thy heart. : 

Mir. And there is a ſoftneſs within that. 

Crar. Hold, Sir, I conjure you do not attempt 
my honour: but think, however dear you have been 

to me, my honour's dearer. | | 
MIL. Thy honour ſhall be ſafe—Not even the 
day, nor heaven itſelf ſhall witneſs our pleaſures. 

Cr AR. Think not the fear of ſlander guards my 
honour—No, I would not myſelf be a witneſs of my 
ſhame. Te | 

Mir. Thou ſhalt not. We'll ſhut out every pry- 
ing ray of light, and, loſing the language of our 
eyes, find more delicious ways to interchange our 
ſouls. We'll wind our ſenſes to a height of rap- 
ture, till they play us ſuch dear enchanting tunes of 

oy— _ 
: . Millamour ! (g bing.) 

Mir. Give that dear ſigh to my warm boſom. 
Thence let it thrill into my heart, and fan thy image 
there Ohl! thou art every where in me. My eyes, 
my ears, my thoughts would only ſee, and hear, and 
think of thee. Thou deareſt, ſweeteſt, tendereſt— 
Would heaven form me another paradiſe ; would it 
give me new worlds of bliſs, | 


To thee alone my foul I would confine, 
Nor wiſh, nor take another world than thine, 
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8 8. ENE I 


SCENE, 8 TE DEFAS T's Hi. 


| 8 TE DF AST, with Servants. 


8 


S every thing in order? Are the new liveries on 
all the reſt of my ſervants ? * 

Foor.: Yes, Sir, they are all on after a manner; 
one hath no pockets, and the other no Neves, 
John the coachman will not wear his. 

STED, Then. deſire John the coachman to drive 
himſelf out of my doors. I'll make my ſervants 
know they are dreſs d to pleaſe my humour, not their 
own. | 

Cook. Sir, it is impoſſible to get ſupper ready 
by nine. | 

vx. Then let me have it raw. If ſupper be not 
ready at nine, you ſhall not be in my houſe at ten. 
Well, what ſay you, will not my wine be ready ? 

Bur. No, indeed will it not, Sir; your honour 
hath, by miſtake, mark'd a pipe not half a year old. 

STzp. Muſt I conſult your palate or my own? 
Muſt. I give you reaſons for my actions? Sirrah, I 
tell you new wine is propereſt for a wedding. So 90 
your ways, and trouble me . no more e imperti- 
nent queſtions. 


S EN E II. 
STED FAST, SQUEEZEPURSE. 


STeD. Mr. Squeezepurſe, I am glad you are come. 


J am fo peſtered with my ſervants, 


Sqeuttz. The laws are too mild — too mild for 
ſervants, Mr. Stedfaſt. 
. S TED. 
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Srrp. Well, and have you brought the writings ? 7 
Squerez. They are ready. The parties hands are 
only neceflary. The ſettlement is as ſtrong as words 
can make it: I have not been ſparing of them. 
SrEp. I expect Mr. Mutable and his ſon this in- 
ſtant; and hope, by the help of you and the par- 
ſon, to have finiſhed all within an hour. 
| [Enter a ſervant. 

Serv. Sir, here's a letter for your honour. 

STE D. Mr. Squeezepurſe, you will excuſe me. 
(Reads:) Sir, I am at length fully determined to marry 
my ſon to the other lady, ſo defire all matters may be 
cancel”d between us. I was aſhamed to bring you this 
refuſal, ſo have ſent it by letter. Your humble ſervant, 
Tho. Mutable. Aſhamed ! AY, thou may'lt be 
aſhamed, indeed. 

SQUEEZ, Any ring of moment from the other 

arty'? 
N {a Death and fury! Go call your lady here— 
She was a witneſs of his 3 II go to law 
with him. | 

\ SQUEEZ, The law is open to any injured perſon, 
and is the propereſt way of ſeeking reſtitution. 

Serv. My lady, Sir! my lady is gone our. 

_ STED. How! gone out | My wife gone out 
Ouns, and peſtilence ! run away on her wedding- 
day! where is ſhe gone? 

Sk RV. I don't know, Sir. 

SqueEz. I ſaw your lady, Sir, as I came by, go 
into a houſe in the other ſtreet. 

STD. Shew me that houſe immediately, good 
Mr. Squeezepurſe. I will fetch her home, I am 
derermin'd. It is a fine age to marry, in, when a 
wife cannot ſtay at home on her wedding. day. 


SCENE 
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SCENE II. 
MILLAMOUR's Ladging. 

MILLAMOUR, CLARIN PDA. 

Mir, Cruel Clarinda— Thus to ſtop fhort when 
we are at the brink of happineſs; to ſhew my eager 
foul a proſpect of clyſium, and then refuſe it the 
poſſeſſion. 

CLAR. With how much juſter reaſon may I com- 
plain of you! Ah! Millamour, didſt thou not, when 
the very day of our marriage was We didſt 
thou not then forſake me? ; 

Mir. Heaven knows with what retiiRancy, nor 


could any thing but my fear of your i have 


compelFd me to it. 
CLaR. It is a ſtrange love that makes its object 


miſerable, for fear of its becoming ſo. Nor can 
the heart that loves, be, in my opinion, ever miſer- 
able, while in poſſeſſion of what it loves. 

MIL. Oh! let that plead my cauſe, and whiſper 
to o thy render heart— 

SCENE Iv. 
To bim BRAZEN. 

BR az. Oh, Sir! Undone, undone ! 

Mir. What s the matter? | 

BRAZ. Mr. Stedfaſt, Sir, is below with another 
gentleman— He ſwears his wife is in the houſe, and 
wy will have her. | 

' CLar. I ſhall faint. 

MIL. What's to be done There s another wo- 
man in the cloſet, whom ſhe muſt not ſee. 

[Runs to the cloſet, and returns. 

Br az. Sir, he will be up ſtairs in a moment. 

CraR. Oh, heavens! [ Falls back into a chair, 

Mi. Sirrah, be at hand, and aſſiſt me with lying. 


Her fright has inſpired me with the only method to 
preſerve 
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preſerve her. Give me my gown and cap inſtantly. 
Away to your polt—Madam, do you pretend your- 
ſelf as ill as poſſible—So! wn huſh * what noiſe 


is this? 
| SCENE v. 


MILL AMOUR, CLARINDA, BRAZEN, 
| STEDFAST, SQUEEZEPURSE. 

STED. Where is this wicked, vile, rambling wo- 
man? Where are you, ſorcereſs, that are run * 
from your huſband's houſe on your wedding-day? 

Miz. Hold, Sir, you muſt not diſturb the lady. 

 STeD. Muſt not diſturb her, Sir! | 

Mir, No, Sir. 

STep. Why, pray, Sir, who are you? 

Squeez. Mr. Stedfaſt, give me leave, if you 
pleaſe. Whoever you are, Sir, I believe you ſcarce 
know what you are doing. Do you know, Sir, that 
this lady is a Femme Couverte, and the conſequence 
of detaining ſuch, without the leave of her huſband 
firſt had and obtained ? Mr. Stedfaſt, you have as 

ood an action againſt the gentleman as any man can 
wiſh to have. Juries, now-a-days, give great da- 
mages in the affair of wives. 

Miz. Is this lady your wife, Sir? 

SrED. Yes, Sir, to my exceeding great ſorrow. 

Mir. Then, Sir, you owe her life to me; for had 
not immediate application been made, the whole col- 
lege could not have ſaved her. 

SrEp. To you! Who the devil are you? 
Mi. Sir, I am an unworthy practiſer of the art 
of phyſick. 

STep. How came ſhe here, in the devil's name: 2 

ML. By a moſt miraculous accident —She was 
taken ill juſt at my door. My ſervant too was then 
by, as great good luck, ſtanding at it. Brazen, give 
the gentleman an account hbw you brought the lady 


in, When you ſaw her drop down at my door. 
BR AZ. 


: 
* 
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Braz. "A was ſtanding, Sir, as my maſter ſays, 
picking my teeth at the door, when the ſick lady 
who ſits in the chair, as my maſter ſays, and ready 
to drop down, as my maſter ſays; and ſo took her 
up in my arms, and brought her up ſtairs, and ſet 
her down in the great chair, and called my maſter, 
who, I believe, can cure her if any doctor i in Eng- 
land can; for tho? J ſay it, who 5 but a poor ſer- 

vant, be is a moſt able phyſician in this ſort of fall- 
ing fits. {Cats 

Sev EEZ. [ ſaw edna of this happen, when ſhe 
came in, and this fellow's a good evidence, or I 
am miſtaken. 2 . 

CLar. Oh, heavens! where am „„ 

STED. Where are you? Not where you ſhould be 
Vat home at your huſband? * „ „ 5.5 
CAR. My huſband's voice! Mr. Stedfaſt, where 
are you? V 
. Mit. Go near her, Sir—Now you may g go as near 
her : as you. „ a Se 

STzp. What's the matter with you, Madam? 25 

CL.ag. I cannot tell you, Sir; I was taken in the 
ſtrangelt giddy manner, with ſuch a. ſwimming, in 
my head, that wands thing ſeemed to dance before 
ny Eyes. 1 

„Sep., Ry, $i may, thank vourfelf. What did you 
do a- gadding? But is 118 giddy, ini dancing 
diſtemper over, Pray? RP oF tric; 

CLar. Not quite over; z but 1 am 3 better. 

Mir. I never knew that Spectficum. Bafilicym Mag- 
num fail; that is, indeed, . an univerſal Nofrum: . 

S1 Eb. Sir, I am glad to hear you mention — 
trum, by which, I. tuppoſe, you are nat a regular- 

bred phyſician; for thoſe are a ſet of people whom 
1 reſolved, many years ago, never to employ, ,.,.. 
Mir. Sir, 1 never took any degree at our univer- 
| ſity. | 
STED, I Like yc you, the better for, i it. . 
Mit. Tou are a man of underſtanding, Sir. The 
univerſity 
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% : —_— - + ey 2 * * 10 = 18 ; 4 3 84 | 
_ univerſity is the very worſt place to educate a phy: 
Tl by; 


* 


| STe. Come, Madam, I ſuppoſe, by this time 
| you are able to walk home, or to a chair at leaſt. _ 
MI. Sir, the air is very dangerous, you had bet- 
ter leave her here ſome tiſſe. 
STeD. Sir, I am reſolved ſhe ſhall go home, let 
the conſequence be what it will. Doctor, here is 
ſomething for your trouble. I am much obliged to 
your care Madam, how do you now? 
CLAR. Oh! infinitely better. * 
Mit. A word with you, Sir; I heard you fay, 
this is your wedding-day—lIn your ear [wh:/pers] 
Not as you tender your wife's future health, nay, 
her we. + 5 
STED. Never fear come, Child - come, Mr. 
Squeezepurſe. Doctor, your ſervant. „ 
MiI. Give me leave, Sir, to hand the lady to her 
a... Es 1 
Step. Pſhaw! I hate ceremony pray ſtay be- 
hind——( Puſbes away Mil. and exit with his wiſe 
and Squeez.) „ | | 
Mil. So! we are well off this time. 
Br az. Ay, Sir, ſome thanks to me; for I think 
J lied pretty handſomely. 5 
Mi. Well, ſirrah, and are you ſo vain of the 
merit? Did I not ſhow you the way? . 
CAR. (#nocks at the door.) Doctor! Doctor! 
Mu. Hal get you hence, and endeavour to find 
out Heartfort, and bring him hither inſtantly. My 
fair priſoner, I aſk your pardon for keeping you con- 
ined ſo long. | 


CHAR. 
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CAR. Oh! Sir, no excuſes : patients muſt be at 
tended. But, pray, Doctor, have you not ſome 
little ſkill in caſuiſtry? Will you adviſe me what to 
do in this affair, and whether you think it proper J 
ſhould ſuffer you to paſs with my father for ſo excel- 
lent a phyſician as you do? 

Mit. Oh! Madam, it needs no great caſuiſt to 
adviſe a young lady how to act, which ſhould be 
always by the rules of g00d-nature. Beſides, Ma- 
dam, you ſhall not ſee your father deceived, for I 
will merit the ſame reputation with you, if you will 
take my preſcription; for I will engage to recom- 
mend you one that ſhall cure you of all diſtempers. 

Crar. Ay! pray what is this infallible Noffrum ? 
I am afraid it is ſomething very nauſeous to the 

alate. 

Mir. No, far otherwiſe : it is taken by a great 
many ladies merely for its agreeable reliſh. 

CHAR. Well, what is it? 

_ Mis. Nothing more than a very pretty fellow of 
my acquaintance. 

CHAR. Indeed! And pray is this very pretty fel- 
low of your acquaintance like a certain phyſician of 
my acquaintance? * 

Mir. No, faith: if he was, you would have taken 
the Noftrum long ago. 

CAR. Hum! I queſtion that. I fancy, Doctor, 
vou are as great a quack in love as you are in phy- 
ſick, and apt in both to boaſt more power than you 
have. Ah! if I thought it worth my while, I would 
play ſuch pranks with your wild worſhip. 


SCENE VI. 


MILLAMOUR, CHARLOTTE, HEART-> 
PORT. :-- 


HearT, Oh! Millamour, I have been waiting 
for you. Ha! 
| Mir. 
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NMI. Well, whether thou haſt been waiting for 
me, or ſeeking me, I am glad you have found me; 
for I have a favour to aſk of you, which you muſt 
not deny me. Madam, look him boldly in the 
face: I dare ſwear we ſhall carry our point. f 

Cran. What point, Sir??? GE on 
Mir, In ſhort, Sir, this young lady hath begg'd 
me to aſk your pardon in her name, and hopes your 
forgiveneſs of all her ill-uſage, all her little airs, 
which the folly of youth, and the vanity of beauty 
together, made, her put on; and ſhe. does moſt 
faithfully promiſe, nay, and I have offered to. be 
bound. for her, that, if you are ſo.generous to for- 
give the paſt, ſhe ſhall never offend for the future. 
CHAR. Intolerable infolence! , 
Mi. Yes; her intolerable inſolence, ſhe hopes, 
knowing the infinite goodneſs and ſweetneſs of your 
temper, will be paſt. over; and that you will be 
pleaſed to conſider, that a gay, giddy, wild, young 
girl could not have underſtanding enough to ſet a 
_ juſt value on the fincere paſſion of a man of 'ſenſe 
and honour. | 

CAR. This is inſupportable H TiN 
Mir. Nay, nay, I think ſo too. I muſt con- 
demn the hardneſs of your heart, that can be proot 
againſt ſuch penitence in an offending miſtreſs. 
Though ſhe hath been, I own, as bad as poſſible, 
yet ſure-her repenting tears may atone. | 
HART. I'm in a dream; for thou, my friend, 
I am ſure, wilt not delude me. Madam, is it poſ- 
ſible for me to preſume to think the ſufferings I 
have undergone, had they been ten thouſand times 

as great, could touch your heart! 

CuARx. Hum! I thank my ſtars, I have if 
HEART. I cannot be awake, nor you be miſtreſs 
of ſuch goodneſs, to value my little ſervices fo in- 
finitely beyond their merit. Oh! you have been 
too kind. I have not done nor ſuffered halt enough. 
Vol, HI: BB —_— 
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"Mit. Pox take your. generolity ! ſuffer on to 
eternity, with all my ſoul. 

HART. I deſire your pity now a thouſand times 
more than ever. This Profuſion of goodneſs over. 
whelms my heart. 

. Miz. Not one bit beyond a juſt debt; ſhe'owes 
you all. 

HEART. Millamour, as thou art my friend, no 
more. | 

'Crar. Let him proceed; I am not afham'd to 


| own myſelf. 12 Heartfort's debtor. 


MIL. A 
CHaR. Add though you have ſomewhat exceeded 


your commiſſion, and ſaid mote for me than perhaps 


the ſtubbornneſs of my temper might have permitted 


me to ſay, yet this T muſt confeſs, my behaviour to 
Mr. Heartfort hath no way anſwered his merits. 
Mir. Go on, go on, Madam, you never ſpoke 


Half ſo much truth in your life, 


SCE N EVE 


MILLAMOUR, CHARLOTTE, HEART- 
FORT, Old MU TABLE, Young MUTABLE. 
Orb Mur. My lord, T have been waiting for 
your lordſhip above this hour: if it had not been 
for Jacky here, I ſhould never have found you. 
Mir. A particular affair, Sir, hath detained me; 
but! am ready now to wait on you. 
Orp Mur. Jacky, is not that your former mi- 
ſtreſs, Miſs Stedfaſt? Odſo! it is ſhe. What can 
ſhe do here? 
Youno Mur. I wiſh the be not come to ſpoil my 
match with my lord's ſiſter. 
OLD Mor. you have hit it, boy. Jacky, you 
have it: but by try that. My Lord, my good 
Lord— [They talk apart. 
 HearrT. This is ſuch an exceſs of goodneſs ! 


Tou judge too harſhly indeed of a few ſlight gaie- 
* 
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ties. Women with not half your merit and beauty 
daily practiſe more. And give me leave to think, 
they were put on for a trial of me. 

CHar. Ay, but what right had I to that trial, 
unleſs I had intended, which I never can, to dif- 
obey my father? | | - 

HART. Ha! never can 

Crar. Heaven forbid 1 ſhould prove Andutifal 
to him! And, Mr. Heartford, wherefore, pray, did 

ou underſtand all theſe apologies made, but that, 
after all your merit, I muſt obey my facher | in mar- 
rying this young gentleman? 

HEART. Confuſion 1102 
Oi Mur. Indeed, Madam, but Ss are more 
fathers to be. obeye than one. My ſon, Madam, 
is another woman's property; and I believe I have 
as good a right to ny ſon, as Mr. Stedfaſt hath to 
his daughter. It's very fine, truly, that my ſon 
mult be {ſtolen from me, and married whether I will 
or no! 

Younsg Mur. Ay, faith is it, Madam, very hard 
that you will have me, whether I will or no. 

CHAR. Indeed! 

OLD Mor. Why truly, Madam, I am very ſorry 
it ſhould be any diſappointment to you; but my 
ſon; Madam, happened to be, without my know- 
ledge, at the time I offered him to you, engaged to 
my lord Truelove's ſiſter. Was not he, my Lord? 
Sure, Madam, you would not rob another woman 
of her right. 
| Cnax. Sir, if it pleaſe you, honouied Sir, my 
good father-in-law that was to have been, a word 
with you. 

OLD Mur. As many as you pleaſe, Madam, but 


no father-in-law. 
CHAR. Though in obedience to my father I had 


complied to accept your ſon for a huſband, yer 1 
am obliged to your kind refuſal, becauſe that young 


centleman your: ſon, Sir, happens to be a perſon for 
b 2 25 5 whom, 
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whom, ever ſince I had the honour of bis agquaint- 
ance, I have entertain'd the moſt ſurpriſing, invin- 
Cible and infinite contempt in the world. 

Youna Mur Contempt for me! 

OLD Mur. Contempt for Jacky! 

CHAR. It would be therefore ungrateful, to let 
ſuch a benefactor as you be deceived in a point 
which ſo nearly concerns him. This gentleman, 
Sir, is no lord, and hath no eſtate. n 

OLD Mur. How, Jacky, no lord! 

Younc Mur. Yes, Sir, I'll be ſworn he 1 is. 

CAR. And he hath contriv'd, Sir, to marry your 
ingenious ſon to ſome common ſlut of the town, 
So I leave you to make up the match, and am, 


gentlemen, your moſt humble ſervant. 


SEE NE VA 


MILEAMOUR, HEARTFORT, OLD and 
YOUNG MUTABLE. 


HEART. Millamour, I thank thee for the trouble 
thou haſt undergone for me; but as the affairis no 
longer worth my purſuit, I will releaſe you from 


your troubleſome title, and this gentleman, from 


his miſtakxe. So, Sir, your fon is diſengaged and 
you may marry him to the young 147 juſt now ), 
gone, whenever you pleaſe. 

Mir. Faith, Sir, I am ſorry I have no ſiſter for 
your fon, with all my heart. 

OLp Mur. And are you no lord? 

Mir. No, Sir, to my. ſorrow. 

OLD Mur. Why have I been impoſed upon then? 
[To Young Mut.] But how came you to join in the 
conſpiracy * ? Would you cheat your father ? 

Youns Mur. Indeed, Sir, not IJ. I was im- 
poſed on as well as you. I took him for a lord ; for [ 
don't know a lord from another perſon, but by his 
dreſs. You cannot blame me, Sir. 

OL» 


* 
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Op Mor. Nay, Jacky, I don't deſire to blame 
you: I know thou art a good boy, and a fine gentle- 
man. But come, come with me. I will make one 
more viſit to Mr. Stedfaſt, and try what's to be 
done. If I can pacify him, all's well yet. What 
had I to do with lords? We country gentlemen 
never get any good by them. 


SCENE IX. 
MILLAMOUR, HEARTFORT. 


Mit. Come, Heartfort, be not grave on the 
matter: I will venture to affirm thy miſtreſs is thy 
own. 

HART. Damn her! do not mention her: I 
ſhould deſpiſe myſelf equal with the fool juſt de- 
parted, could I think mylelf capable of forgiving 
her: no, believe me, Millamour, was ſhe to com- 
mence the lover, and take the pains 1 have done to 
win her, they would be ineffectual, 

| Mit, And art thou fo incenſed with a few co- 
quette airs of youth and gaiety, which girls are 
taught by their mothers and their miſtreſſes to 
practiſe on us to try our love, or rather our patience, 
when perhaps their own ſuffers more in the at- 
tempt? 3 

HART. *Sdeath, Sir, hath ſhe not uſed me like 
a dog ? 

Mi. Certainly, | | 
HART. Hath ſhe not trifled with my paſſion be- 
yond all ſufferance ? ls 
Mir. Very true. 

HEART. Hath fhe not taken a particular delight 
in making me ridiculous? L | 

Mir. Too true! and ſince J ſee you can bear it, 
I will tell you, ſhe hath abuſed you, trifled with you, 
laughed at you, coquetted and jilted you. 

HEART. Hold, Millamour, do not accuſe her 
unjuſtly neither: I cannot ſay ſhe hath jilted me. xq 
3 MIL. 
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Mi. Damn her! think no more of her: : it would 
be wrong in you to forgive her. 
HEART. Les, forgive her I can: it would be 
rather mean not to forgive her. Yes, yes, I will for- 
give her. 

Mir. Well, do; and ſo think no more of her. 

Ht arr. I will not; for it is impoſſible to impute 
ſo much ill uſage only to the coquettiſh airs of 
youth : For 910 I once be 8 8 to believe 
that 

Mit. And yet a bh women- 

HEART. True, true, dear Sas. a thou- 
ſand women have played worſe pranks with their 
lovers, and afterwards made excellent wives: it is 
the fault of their education, rather than of their 
natures; and a man mult be a churl who would 
not bear a little of that behaviour in a miſtreſs, 
eſpecially in one ſo very young as Charlotte is, and 
ſo very pretty too. For, give me leave to tell you, 
we may juſtly aſcribe ſeveral faults to the number 
of flaiterers, which beauty never 1s without: beſides, 
you mult confels, there is a certain good-humour 
that attends her faults, which makes it impoſſible 
for you to be angry with them. 

Mil. Indeed to me ſhe appears to have no faults 
but what ariſe from her beauty, her youth, or her 
go0d-humour; for which reaſon, I think, Sir, you 
ought to forgive them, eſpecially if ſhe aſked it of 

ou. 
: HEART. Aſked it of me! Oh! Millamour, 
could I deny any thing the aſked of me ? 

Mir. Well, well, that we ſhall bring her to; 
or at leaſt to look as if ſhe aſked it of you; and 
you know looks are the language of love. | 

Hax. But pray how came ſhe to your lodgings 
this afternoon? 

Mir. Hal Truepenny, art thou jealous ? 

HEART. No, faith: your ſending for me Pre vents 
that, though I was never ſo much inclin'd. Aa. 

| IL, 
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| Miz. Let us go and take one bottle together, 
and I will tell you, tho' perhaps I muſt be lis ged 
to truſt a lady's ſecret with you, (and I could raft 
any but your own miſtreſs? s.) Courage, Heartforr : 

what are thy evils compar'd with mine, who have 
a huſband to contend with; a damn'd legal tyrant, 
who can raviſh a woman with the law on his ſide ? 
All my hope and comfort lie in his age : and yet it 
vexes me, that my blooming fruit muſt be mum- 
bled by an old raſcal who hath no teeth to come at 


the kernel. 


ACT v. SCENE * 
SCENE, LUGCIN A's Apartment. I 


LUCINA with a Dan wil 50 - 
8 I write once more to this perjur'd 


man? But what can it avail? Can I upbraid 
him more than F have already done in that which 
he hath ſcornfully ſent back? Perhaps I was too 
ſevere. Let me reviſe it. Ha! what do I fee?= 
A letter from another woman. Clarinda Stedfaſt 
O villain! doth he think I yet Fant reftirnomes, of 
his falſehood. 


SCENE II. 
LUCINA PLOTWEL:. 


Luc. Oh! Plotwel, ſuch new diſcoveries! The 
letter you brought me back was not my own. but 
a rival's; a rival as unhappy as myſelf. 

PLoT. And now I bring you news of a rival more 
happy than yourſelf, if the poſſeſſion of a rake be 
happineſs. It ſhort, Mr. Millamour is to be mar- 


ried to 3 daughter of Mr. Stedfaſt. | 
B b 4 i 
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Luc. Hal that was the name I heard when. at 
his lodgings. He hath debauched his wife, and 
would marry his daughter. This is an opportunity 
of revenge I hardly could have wiſh'd. But how, 
how, dear Plotwel, art thou appriſed of this? 
Por. When you ſent me back to Millamour 
while I was diſputing with his ſervant, who denied 
me admiſſion, a fine young lady whip'd by me into 
a chair: I then brib'd his ſervant with a guinea, 
who diſcovered to me, that her name was Stedlfaſt; 
that ſhe was a great fortune, and to be married tO 
his maſter; and that ſhe lived in Gro{venor-Streer. 

Luc. Shall I beg you would add one obligation 
more to thoſe I 5k already received from you, 
and deliver him this letter? It may prevent the ruin 
of a young creature. 

PLoT. One of Millamour's letters to vou, f aps 

oſe. But it will have no effect, unleſs it recom- 
mends him the more to her, by giving her an op- 
portunity of triumphing over a rival. 

Luc. No matter: to caution the unexperienced 
traveller from rocks we ſplit on, is our duty: if 
that be ineffectual, his raſhneſs be his puniſhment. 

Pror. Pray take my advice, and reſolve to think 
no more of him. 

Luc. As a lover I never will. Oblige me in this, 
and then J will retire with you to the cloyſter you 
ſhall chooſe, and never more have converſe with 
that traiterous ſex. 

Por. On condition you think no more of Mil- 
lamour, I will undertake ir, tho? it is an upgrateful 
office. 

Luc. Come in with me, while 1 encloſe it under 
ſeal, that you may ſecurely affirm you are jgnorant of 
the contents. Come, my faithful Plotwel, believe 
me I both hate and deſpiſe mankind ; and from this 
hour I will entertain no paſſion but our friendſhip i in 


my foul. 
F 404. 
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F riendſhip and love by heav'n were both deſign'd, 7 
That to enoble, this debaſe the mind. 

Friendſhip's pure joys in life's laſt hour remain; 


By love, that cheating lottery, we gain 
A moment's bliſs, bought with an age of pain. 


SCENE III. A Tavern. 


MILLAMOUR, HEARTFORT. 


Mir. And now, dear George, I hope I have ſa- 
tified your jealouly. 

HEART. I wiſh I could ſay you had as well ſa- 
tified me with your behaviour to this young lady 
—to Clarinda. 

Mit. What wouldſt chou have me do? 

HEART. Why, faith, to be ſincere; not what thou 
haſt done: however, ſince that's paſt, all the repa- 
ration now in thy power to make, is to ſee her no 
more. 

Mir. That would be a pretty reparation indeed 
and perhaps the would not thank you for giving me 
that advice. 

HEART. Perhaps not; but I am ſure her huſband 
would. 

MIL. Her huſband ! Damn the old raſcal : the 
teazing ſuch a cuckold is half the pleaſure of mak- 
ng him one. 

"Hzarm. How! What privilege doſt thou per- 
ceive in thyſelf, to invade and deſtroy the happineſs 
of another? Beſides, tho' ſhame may firſt reach the 
huſband, it doth not always end there: the wife is 
always liable, and often is involved in the ruin of 
the gallant. The perſon who deſerves chiefly to be 
expoſed to ſhame, is the only perſon who eſcapes 
without it. 

- Mir. Heyday! thou art not turning hypocrite, I 
hope. Thou doſt not pretend to lead a life equal to 
this doctrine. 

HEART, * practice perhaps i is not equal to my 


theory; 
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theory; but I pretend to fin with as little miſchief ' 
as I can to others: and this I can lay my hand on 
my heart and affirm, that I never ſeduced a young 
woman to her own. ruin, nor a married one to the 
miſery of her huſband. Nay, and I know thee to be 
ſo good-natured a fellow, that what thou doſt of this 
; Kind ariſes from thy not conſidering the conſequence 
of thy actions; and if any woman can lay her ruin 
on thee, thou canſt lay it on cuſtom, 
. Mig. Why, indeed, if we conſider it in a ſerious: 
Way ; | a | 140 
HA r. And why ſhould we not? Cuſtom, may 
lead a man into many errors, but it juſtifies none; nor 
are any of its laws more abſurd and unjuſt, than thoſe 
relating to the commerce between the ſexes: for what 
can be more ridiculous than to make it infamous for 
women to grant what it is honourable for us to ſoli- 
Cit, nay, to enſnare and almoſt compel them into; 
to make a whore a ſcandalous, a whoremaſter a repu- 
table, appellation? Whereas, in reality, there is no 
more miſchjeyous character than a public debaucher 
of women. 
Mit. No more, dear George; now you begin to 
pierce to the quick. | 
- Hzearr. IT have done: I am glad you can feel; it 
is a ſure ſign of no mortification. 3 
Mit. Yes, I can feel, and too much, that I have 
been in the wrong to a woman, who hath no fault 
but fooliſhly loving me. *Sdeath ! thou haſt raiſed 
a devil in me, that will ſufficiently revenge her quar- 
rel. Oh! Heartfort, how was it poſſible for me to 
be guilty of ſo much barbarity, without knowing it, 
and of doing her ſo many wrongs, without ſecing 
them till this moment, till it is too late, till I can 
make her no reparation ? . 
| Heaxr. Reſolve to ſee her no more; that's the 
beſt in your power. | ls 
Mit. Well, I will reſolve it, and wiſh I could do 
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SCENE IV. 


| MILLAMOUR, HEARTFORT, 
. 


5 Oh! Mr. Millamour, Oh! 

Mil. What news ? 

Us. Oh! 1 am dead. | 

HART. Drunk, I believe. What'sthe n 
of this? 

Us g. Give me a glaſs of wine, for am quite out 
of breath. + 

Mir. Help! Heartfort, help! 

Usx. I am come—Give me another glaſs. 

HEART. You have no reaſon to complain of your 
breath, for I think you drink two glaſſes in the 
ſame. 

Usz. Well then, now I am a little come to my- 
| ſelf, I can tell you J have charming news for you: 
Clarinda continues ſtill in the fame dangerous way, 
and her huſband but mum what have I lad 2—1 
forgot we were not alone. 

Hz ART. Oh! Madam, I will withdraw. 

[ Retires to another part of the ſtage. 

Usk. Well then, her huſband hath ſent to me to 
fetch you to her. 

Mit. He hath ſent too late; J for I have reſolv'd 

to ſee her no more. 

Usk. What do you mean a 

Mir. Seriouſly as I ſay 

 Usz. You will never ſee her more! 

Mit. Never. 

Usz. You will ſee her no more! [Paſſionateh. 

Mir.. No: I have conſider'd it as ou only ore 
ration I can poſſibly make her. 

Usx. Indeed! If that be the only reparation you 
can make her, you are a very pretty fellow. But 


it is falſe : you are not ſuch a fort of a may, If 1 
| had 
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had known you to be ſuch a fort of a man, the devil 


| ſhould have had you, before I ſhould ants troubled 


my head about your affairs. 

Mit. My heart reproaches me with no 8 of 
my life equal with my behaviour to Clarinda, and 
I would do any thing to make her amends. 

Usz. Could not your heart have reproached you 
ſooner, before you had made me acceſſary to the 
cheat you intend to put upon her? 

Mit. What cheat? | 

Us. The worſt cheat can be put upon her. 
What | Sir, do you think ſhe hath no expectations 
from you ? 

Mil. If ſhe hath, her hofliand will anſwer them. 

. Uss. Her huſband ! | her n won't, nor can't 
er, them 

MIL. I am not inclined to jeſt 

Usk. Nor am I, but I think you are. What 
would you ſay of a man, who would fail to the In- 
dies, and when he was juſt come in ſight of his port, 


tack about and return without touching? Have not 


ou been ſailing ſeveral years into the arms of your 
miſtreſs, and now ſhe holds them open, you refuſe 
—What! did you court her only to refuſe in your 
turn? to refuſe her, when ſhe is expecting, wiſhing, 
longing | 
MIL. And do you really think her as you ſay ? 
Usz. What could move her elſe to lay ſuch a plot 
as ſhe hath done? To pretend herſelf ſick, that you 


might be ſent for as her phyſician? But you would 


play the phyſician with her, and make her diſtemper 

real. E 
MI. If I thought that 

Us. What can you think elſe? Can any thing 
hurt a woman equal with being refuſed ? 
Mu. Refuſed'! what, giving up her matchleſs 
beauty to my longing arms? 'Sdeath! he is not of 
fleſh and blood who could refuſe, Thou deareſt 
: | woman! 
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woman ! and doſt thou think ſhe will conſent os 
Doſt thou think my happineſs ſo near? 
U sx. I know it muſt be—but— 732 
. Miz, But what? 
Usr. Tou had better make her a reparation for 
what's paſt, and ſee her no more. 
MI. Reparation! ay, ſo I will. All that love, 
tranſporting; eager, wanton, raving love can give. 
Heartfort, you muſt excuſe me: Buſineſs, Sir, buſi- 
neſs of very great importance calls me away. 
HEART. | can gueſs your buſineſs by your com- 
any. 
, Mit. Come, my dear Utſefol, convey me, quick 
as my deſires, where only they can meet full ſatis- 
faction. Let me enjoy Clarinda, - and then 
Usz. And then—perhaps you may keep your 
word, and never ſee her any more. 
Exeunt Uſe. and Mil. 
HART. There goes an inſtance of the great 
zower our reaſon hath over our paſſions. But hold, 
Why ſhould I ſeek inſtances abroad, who have 0 
ſufficient an example in my own breaſt? Where, 
had reaſon the dominion, I ſhould have long ſince 
expelb'd the little tyrant, who hath made ſuch ravage 
there. Of what uſe is. reaſon then? Why, of the 
uſe that a window is to a man in priſon, to let him 
ſee the horrours he is confined in; but lends him no 
aſſiſtance to his Cage." 


SCEN _ V. 

SCENE, STEDFAST'S Houſe. 

CLARINDA, CHARLOTTE. 
Crax. O, Charlotte! let no paſſion prevail on 
you, to throw yourſelf away on a perſon you deſpiſe, 
Marriage knows no releaſe but death. Had I the 

world, 1 would give it to recal mine. 

CHAR. 
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CHAR. You ſee, Charinda, it ĩs eaſier to give ad- 


vice than to take it. | nk . 
CLAR. You are Hot ny Atuatibb“ Think, my 
Charlotte, think but of the danger I us in, againſt 


the daily ſolicitations of a man, who had ſo great a 


friend within my breaſt. My litele fortune ſpent. A 


-friendlefs, helpleſs orphan. ' The very man I lov'd, 


with whom T'muſt at deaft have ſhared poverty, re- 
fuſing to make me the honourable partner of his bed! 
W hat could Charlotte then have done? Would you 
Have then refuſed a rich, an honourable lover ? 
CHAR. Hum! agad, I don't know what I ſhould 


have done. Heaven fotbid it ſhould be my caſe. 


I ſhould not have taken the old fellow, I am poſitive, 
Crar. O, my dear Charlotte! never let any 
thing tempt you to forfeit the paths of Honour. 
CHAR. And yet, my dear Clarinda, you can feign 
-yourſelf ſick to ſee your lover. Pray, my dear, how 
-doth a woman's honour'do, when _ 18 fick to _eo 


her gallant? 


CLR. Indeed, you wrong me. The: terror 1 


have of your father's bed, put me on the feigning this 
Fckneſs, which will ſoon be real. For as to Milla- 
mour, I have determined never to ſee him more. 


CHAR. Nay, I will ſwear, I ſaw Uſeful take a 


chair and go for him, as your ane by my fa- 


-ther's order. : 
CLAR, You ſurprize me ! O that wicked woman, 


who hath been the occaſion of all my misfortunes, 


and is determined to perſecute me to the laſt minute! 


CHAR. There is ſomewhat in her which I diſlike, 
and have often wondered why you wouldandulge her 


in the freedom ſhe taxes. 
CLAR. O Charlotte in diftreffed;circumftances, 
how eaſily can impudence get the aſcendant over us? 


Beſides, this woman, of whom I now have your opi- 
nion, can outwardly act a faint, as well as inwardly a 


devil. What defence hath the ignorance of twenty, 


againſt the experienced arts of uch a woman? Be- 
lieve 
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lieve me, I thank heaven, I have eſcaped ſo well, 
rather than wonder I have not eſcaped better. 
CHAR. Well, honoured Madam, if your daughter- 
in-law may preſume to adviſe, reſt contented with 
the honour you have already attain'd; for, if 
ſhould be overthrown but in one battle; there's an 
end of all your former conqueſts. - But huſh, hufW! 
to your chair. My father 18 coming + IX 


\Y 
* 


SCENE VI. 


STEDFAST, CLARINDA,. CHAR- 
+ OF TE. | 


STED. Well, Madam, how SN now? 
CAR. My mother i is extremely ill, Sir. 1 
STD. I did not aſk you How do you, child? 8. 


Cra, Ohit. 
STED. O! This i is the moſt comfortable TTY PRE 


day ſure, that ever man had. Well the doctor wall 

be here preſently. _ 

 Caar. Sir, the laſt words my mamma ſpoke 

were, ſhe deſired ſhe might not ſee the doctor. 
.STeD. Yes, Madam; "but the laſt words 1 

are, that ſhe ſhall ſee him. „ = 
CLAR. No, doctor no doctor. „ 


| Enter USEFUL and MILL AMOUR. 


Us. ( introducing Millomoer 5 Sir, here s the doc- : 
tor. 
\ Srep. Tam glad you are come, Sir: My wife is 
extremely ill G0 to her. Phyſicians ſhould make 
a little more haſte. 
Mir. Give me your ban if you pleaſe, Madam. 
STED, HO.] do you do, child i 4 
CLAR. Oh! 
STeD. That's all T have benden to get of How 
Doctor; ſhe is not able to tell you even how ſhe 
' doth, 
Usk. 
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Ust. {4/ide.] A true phyſician, faith! He fecls 
for her pulſe in her palm. 
SrEb. How do you find her, Doctor! ? | 
Mir. Truly, Sir, I wiſh there may not be more 
danger i in the caſe, than is imagined. - 
Sr. Nay, the world ſhall not ſay ſhe died for 
want of aſſiſtance. I will go ſend for another. 
Mir. O, Sir! there's no need of e can truſt 
to my own {kill. 
STED, I'm reſolved. 
Usz. Come, Madam ; well lens the doctor to 
his patient. 


| SCENE vll. 
CLARINDA, MILLAMOUR. 


Mir. O ſpeak to me, Clarinda—Whiſper ſome- 
thing tender to my ſoul, or I ſhall die before thee. 
CLAR. Thou haſt undone me, Millamour. _ 
Mit. Then I have undone myſelf —Myſelf !— 
What's that to having ruin'd thee ! I would be ages 
expiring to preſerve thee. My dear ! my only love! 
Too late I ſee the follies of my life. I ſee the fatal 
conſequence of my ungovern'd, Iawleſs paſſion. 
CLar. Oh! had thy eyes but yeſterday been 
open'd, but now it is too late. 
Mit. Too late! I will put back the hand of time. 
O think it not too late! O, couldſt thou but reco- 
ver, thy marriage could not, ek not keep us 
from being happy! 
Cr ax. Alas, my diſeaſe is but a poor pretence, 
to ſee you once again to take this laſt farewel. 
Mir. Thou angelof ſoftneſs! Thou fountain of eter- 
nal ſweets! To take a laſt farewel! Then I will bid 
farewel to life, Clarinda. Life, which I will not 
endure without thee, Witneſs heaven, that could I 
bur recal bleſt yeſterday again, I would not flight the 
offers of thy virtuous love, for the whole world of 
s _” or of wealth! 0 fool! to trifle with fo vaſt 
a bleſſing, 


— 
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2 bleſſing, till it was ſnatch'd from thee ! Yet fince 
we cannot be what we wiſh, let us be what we can. 

CLaR. No, Millamovr, never with the forfeit of 
my honour. I will loſe my life: Nay, what I value 
much more, rather than quit that idol of my Joul, I 
will de — | | 


SCENE vil. 


' MILLAMOUR, CLARINDA, CHARLOTTE, 
USEFUL,. STEDFAST, CRISIS. 


Us. Huſh, buſh, to your poſts, to your poſts. 
| STED. [introducing Criſis.] Doctor, that is your pa- 
tient, and heaven direct your judgment. 
„ harkee, who's that? I obſerved. 
him feel her pulſe. 

STED. That is a brother phyſi Iclan, Sir. 

Cris. Ay, what is his name? 

SED. Doctor, doctor Criſis deſires to know your 
name. . 
MIL. My name! name—My name is Gryel. 

Calis. Gruel, I don't know him, nor do I remem- 
ber his name in the college. Some quack, I e 
Fir, Pm your humble ſervant. 

STED. Stay, ſtay, dear Doctor. 

Cris. Sir, I will conſult with no quacks; Sir, 1 
have not ſtudied phyſick ſo long, to conſult with a 
quack! Wherefore have we a college of phyſicians, 
if we are to call quacks to our aſſiſtance? 

STED. For heaven's ſake, Doctor, my wife will 
die. 

Cxis. Sir, I can't help it, if half the world were 
to die, unleſs that man were out of the room I will 
have nothing to do: and that 1 am refolv e. 

STep. If you come to that, Sir, I 2m reſolved he 
ſhall not be ſent out of the room. I would not ſend 
him out of the room to ſave my. wife's life ; No, nor 
ſcarce to ſave my own life. So lee whole retolution 

Vor. III. ” Cc 1 ; will 
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will be broke firſt, your's or mine——Reſolved, 
quotha, _ 

Cr1s. Here, John, my coach ! to che door—con- 
ſult with a quack | 

STeDd. Doctor, pray return my . 

Cs is. Sir, your humble ſervant. [Eail. 

Mir. I hope, Sir, we ſhall not want his advice. I 
apprehend the diſtemper to be now ſome moments 
paſt the criſis, and in half an hour I may poſſibly 
tend you the happy news of your wite's being out 
of danger. But it is intirely neceſſary ſhe ſhould go 
to bed, and then I will go and lee her. 

[Enter Servant, bh whiſpers Stedfaſt. 

SrED. Doctor, you will excuſe me a few minutes 
A lady wants me below ſtairs. Exit. 

Mir. Come, nurſe; you muſt. put your Patient | 
to bed, and then [ll viſit her agdin,” +, 

CLAR. Never, never, Millamour. Never from 
this hour will I behold that face again: That fatal 
cauſe of all my miſery. 

Miz. Barbarous Clarinda! Can I be knowingly 
the cauſe of one misfortune to you, when I would 
not purchaſe the world with one ſigh of thine? 

CLar. Thy converſation is dangerous to my ho- 
nour; and henceforth I will fly thee as the worſt of 
contagions. Farewel—And think you have loſt a 
woman, who durſt not, from her tenderneſs, ever 
ſee thee more. [ Exit, 

Mir. O agony! O Clarinda! | 
Us. Ha, ha, hal That ever a man, who knows 
ſo much of the ſex as Mr. Millamour, ſhould deſpair 

at the very brink of victory! 

Mil. *Sdeath—Did ſhe not ſay, ſhe'd never ſee 
me more ? 

Usk. Well, and hath ſhe not ſaid 8 hundred 
times; and ſeen you as often! Did ſhe not ſay, ſhe 
durſt not ſee you more? Women are all cowards, 
and dare not do any thing unleſs they are forced to 
ic. I tzll you ſhe 1 is wiſhing, ſighing for you. Ho- 

nour 
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nour and love have a conflict within her breaſt, and 
if you ſtand by the little gentleman, PII hold a thou- 
ſand pounds he gets the better. 

MIL. No more of this foolery. Thou haſt un- 
done us both: And by heavens, I will be revenged 


on thee, I will expole thee to all mankind, as 125 


infamy deſerves, till every wretched maid ſhall curſe 
thee, every honeſt woman deſpiſe thee, and every 


boy chat meets thee; ſhall hook thee through the 
world. 


Usz. Is this my wed] ? 

Mir. Reward! There is none in law or juſtice 
equal to thy deſerts, Thou art a more miſchievous 
animal than a ſerpent; and the man or woman, 
who admits one of thy deteſtable character into his 
houſe or acquaintance, acts more fooliſhly than he 
who admits a ſerpent into his boſom. A publick 
mark of infamy ſhould be ſet on every ſuch wretch, 
that we might ſhun them as a contagion. Never ſee 
me more; for if thou doit, I ſhall! forego the dig- 


nity of my ſex to puniſh thee. O Clarinda! I will 


purſue thee ſtill: for next to having thee mine, is 
leaving my life at thy feet. 

Mor. Very fine! I have no more to do here at 
preſent. Such encouragement will tempt me to 
honeſt, and quit my employment. 


SCENE 
STED FAST PLOTWEL, 


SteD. A very pretty reaſonable gentleman, truly. 
Would not one woman content him? Muſt he have 
my wife and daughter too? Would he have my 
whole famuy ? Madam, I know not how to return 
this obligation, which the great concern you have 
ſhewed for my honour bath laid upon me. 

PLor. Can you not find then in this face ſome- 
thing which might give you a reaion for-that con- 
cern? Look ſtedfalt ly on me, and tell me if you 
G 2 remem- 


1 
1 
= 

"oy 2 
SE] 

: 
# lit 

7 Asch 

VF: et 

6 

4 © 
» i 
*F iP: 
«7 b \ 
* 4 
bs 
: * 
111 
4% 
"+ j 
12 
195 1 
7 x 
z 
1 F 1 : 

TY King 

| af 

, x 
: f 
1 7 

/ 
* 4 

* i 
: . T 

* 4 HH 
$1 4 + 
K 
3 5 mid 
C 
2 1 * 

7 4s Ar 
: I R. 

15 1 

Fill ith, 
* 
Pho 
: 11 
99 
i i 4 
4t 
IN. 
1 
Hh. 
11 
»h 
ite 
1 TY 
$ EH „ 
2 
ths 
7 wo 
2 
1 
18 ihe.) 
! b 
TI + 
= BY: 
1 
f 
l 1 7% 
: * * 1 
: ti. 
U 
YT 
: 8 
CH 
. 
2+. 4 
» 500 
+Þ SUR 

+ 97 

1 
mY 
1 

1 0 
n 
£ pre if 
ih i 

MS) 

: 5. 
Ft IS 
% a] 

{ lt 

* * 

$i it 
J. 0 

i "I + 
17 
% 
{ ot 
i4 : 
45 *J 
©. 
= 2 o 
1 ih F 
LEY $338! 
i Ye 
* ! ef 
{14 YA 
21s I" Y 
+*47 | 
=] . : 
4; : 
$19; 7 
Mz : 
$7 &; 
$4 1 
Ah : 
ti 5 
84 td 


So 


* ** * n 1 £4 3 
1 — _ * — — J * ; 
Ne be D —_— 
p ; — 2 , 
2 8 Er 
©: WW I =. «SF ad, py 
+ 25 I * 2 
& . "I 8 * 13A * * 8 _— - 
VIFD . — Sgt Re IE = SES 
2 — . 2 
— ps CRE * rn 1 — 2 2 - — "Bw we ——— 
2 . 2 2 


r 
=> 4 


— Sg 3 9 3 ＋ 2 — == — 2 
= ES == 6 5 ; "ZZ 7 = 8 „Eo = = _ ES 
I © 8 — — — — Sn = —- Ce — 2 i. ES © . 3 : 2 e 2 a 
— £ * — . — SENSED i= 2 — 1 33 _— ö - 3 EE ER FE ä = a = 2 4. . 7 T 1 
2 8 * <= : _ Tl 2 r — - — 5 = : A — £ F x 
= — 7 "on ST 20a N op: rote meh - r — _ —— E =RS * : ——_—— — — 5 — — - 5 2 9 — 3 = OT 0 3 
* * — —— P —— — - mf, 4 $5.2 5 : F ww E 1 i a To - 727277 2 
—— — — — ERICA — — ESE. > r 2 2 <4 © a8 : — F — — 
5 gs 20 3 k 2 3 f — PA : E, ARES 3 F => 
- 0 2 2 — — 


= + 


= 
Eo 


WS, -- $i 
— 2 — 2 <0» 


388 THE WEDDING-DAY. 


remember no mark in theſe features, which were 
once known to you ? 

STep. There's ſomething in that voice, that— 

Pror. That once was muſic in your ears, if ever 
you ſpoke truth to Cleomela. 

SrEp. Cleomela ! 

PLoT. Are there then any horrors in that name? 
Age certainly hath left no furrows there, however 
it hath alter'd this unhappy face. Still, if remem- 
brance of paſt joys be Iweet, the name of Cleomela 
ſhould be ſo. 

STED. I am fo ſurpris'd! I ſcarce have reaſon left 
to recollect you. 

Por. Be not terrified. I come not to upbraid 
you; to thunder any injuries in your ears, nor breach 


of promiſe. 


| STep. You know you cannot. It was your own 
fault prevented my fulfilling them. Would you 
have changed your religion, you know my reſolutions 


were to have married you. And you know my reſo- 


lutions were never to marry you, unleſs you did, 
You kept your religion, and I my reſolution. 

PLoT. How eaſily men find excules to avoid what 
they diſlike ! But that is paſt ; nor do I come to claim 
the fulfilling it. 

STzD. No, heaven hath taken care to put that out 

of my power; as this letter hath told you before. 

PLorT. I aſſure you, Sir, the contents of that letter 
J am a ſtranger to. 

Srzp. Are you? then pray read it—for I intend 
to make them no ſecret. (Plotwel Zakes the. letter, 


reads, and ſhews much ſurpriſe.) 
SCENE X. 


MILLAMOUR, STEDFAST, 
Mrs, PLOT WEL. 


Mir. OI Sir, the moſt unfortugate news. 
STED. What's the matter ? 


Mu 


l. 
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Mit. Your lady is relapſed into the moſt violent 
fit of. madneſs; and I queſtion much whether ſhe 
will ever ſpeak again. 

STED. She hath no need. She hath hands to write 
her mind. Nay, were they cut off too, ſhe would 
find ſome other means. She would invent as ſtrange 
methods to betray the lewdneſs of her mind, as La- 
vinia did to diſcover her injury. 

Mir. Heyday ! Your wife hath infected you with 
madneſs. 

STED. Yes, my wife has infected me indeed. It 
breaks out here (pointing io his head.) 

Miz. What can be the meaning of this? I am 
ſorry to ſee this, Sir. Very ſorry to hear this. This 
is no common diſtemper. 

STep. No! I thought cuckoldom the moſt gene- 
bal diſtemper in the kingdom. 


SCENE XI. 


OLD MUTABLE, STEDFAST, MILL A- 
MOUR, PLOTWEL. 


Oro Mur. Odſo! Mr. Stedfaſt, I am | ſorry to 
hear your lady is ill. 

SrED. It is probable you may; for you and I are 
not likely to be ſorry on the ſame occaſion. 

OLD Mur. No, it is not Les, it 15—1t is im- 
poſſible— Agad ! *tis he— tis my dear lord True- 
love. Pm your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 

STEeD. My lord Truelove ! 

OLD Mur. Ay, Sir, this is the worthy lord, Sir, 
to whoſe ſiſter I was to have married my ſon, till, 
by good luck, Sir, I found my lord Truelove to be 
no lord, but a certain wild young vagabond, who 
goes by 'the name of Millamour. 

STED., What's this I hear? 

Mi.. Ay, *tis ſo,—the houſe is infected, and every 
man is mad that comes into it. 
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Orp Mur. Mad! You young dog you have 
made a fool of me, I thank you. 
SrED. Iam a fine one, truly, if doctor Gruel be a 


cheat. 


Por. Mr. Milamour! | 
Mir. Nay, then, 'tis in vain to e And 


it requires leſs impudence to confeſs all than to deny 
it. My dear Mrs. Plotwel. (Millamour and Plotwel 


talk apart, and then go out together.) 


OLD Mur. Mr. Stedfaſt, if you pleaſe, we'll make 
no longer delay of the wedding. 

rb. Sir, | hate the name of wedding. 

OLD Mut. Heyday ! I hope you are not capable 
of breaking your reſolution. : 

STED. Sir, ] ſhall break my heart. A man that 
is married is capable of every thing but being happy. 

Orp Mor. Come, come, Fm ſorry for what's 

paſt, and am willing, to ſhew my repentance, to 


pa it out of my power to offend any more. What 


ignify delays? Let us have the wedding to· nigt.— 
STEn. Whenever you pleaſe, Sir. 

Orp Mur. If your daughter be ready, my ſon i is. 
SrEp. I have no daughter, Sir. 

OLD Mur. Ha! ha! ha! Youre a merry man. 
SrED. Look ye, gentlemen, if one of you will 


take my wife, the other ſhall have my 1 8 


(io them Millamour.) 
Miz. O, Sir! the luckieſt news: Your lady is 


recovered, her diſtemper left her in a moment, as 
by a miracle, at the ſight of Mrs. Plotwel, | 
STED. My diſtemper is not remov'd. | 
Mn... Take courage, Sir, PN warrant I cure you 


What you are fick "of ? 


STED. What are you fick of _ by this time 


my wife. 
Mic. Is that all? | 
STED, This inſult, Sir, is worſe than your firſt 
injury; but the law ſhall give me a 4 25 for 


both, 
Mir 
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Mir. Here comes a better friend to you than the 
law. If your wife be all your illneſs, ſhe will do 
what the law can ſeldom do, unmarry you again. I 
don't know how uneaſy you may be for marrying my 
miſtreſs; but I am ſure you ought to be ſo for mar- 
rying your own daughter. | 


SCENE XII. 


70 them CLARINDA, CH LOTTE, | 
HEARTFORT. 


Por. Start not at that word, but thank the 
watchful care of heaven, which hath ſent me here this 
day to prevent your fall, even at the brink of ruin— 
And, with a joy becoming ſo bleſt an occaſion, re- 
ceive your daughter to your arms. 

CLAR. My e am reſolved to call you by 
that name. 

 STED. Call me any thing but huſband. 

Peror. She is indeed your daughter—the pledge 

of our loves—the witneſs of your treachery and my 
ſhame, whom that wicked woman ſeduced from the 
nunnery, where I thought I had placed her in ſafety. 

CLAR, Sir, I kneel for your bleſſing, nor will I 
riſe till you have given it me. 

STE D. Take it, my child, and be affured no fa- 
ther ever gave it more gladly. This is indeed a 
happy diſcovery—l have found my daughter, and 1 
have loſt my wife. 

PLoT. My child, let me again embrace thee, This 
is happineſs indeed ! 

Op Mor. What, have you more daughters chan 
one, Mr. Stedfaſt? Tk 23 8 

STED. Even as you ſee, Sir. 2 

OLD Mur. Why then, Sir, I hope you will not 
take it amiſs, that [ deſire all further treaty may 


ceaſe between . | 
C< 4 +1 STED, ! 
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STED. Sir, I would not marry a daughter of mine 
into your family, was your eſtate ten times as large 
as it is, So now you have my reſolution. I ſhould 
pet, by ſuch a match, to become grandfather to 
a weathercock. 

Orp Mur. Very well, Sir, very well—there's no 
harm done—my fon is in ſtatu quo, and as fine a 
gentleman as ever he was. 

HART. Your honour, Sir, is now diſengaged. 
You will give me leave once more to mention my 
ambition, eſpecially if another child is to ſhare my 
Charlotte's fortune, I may appear at leaſt worthier 
of her in your eye. 

Srxp. Here — Take her take her 

CHAR. I told you, Sir, I would obey my father; 
but I hope you will never expect me to obey my 
huſband. 

HART. When! expect more obedience than you 
are willing to pay, I hope you will Fin me by 
rebellion. 

CAR. Well, I own I have not deſerved o much 
conſtancy : but 1 aflure you, if I can get gratitude 
enough I will pay you, for I hate to be in debt. 

Miz. You was pleaſed, Sir, this day to promiſe 
me, that, on the recovery of your lady's ſenſes, you 
would give me whatever I ſhould aſk. 

STED. Ay, Sir, you ſhall have her before you 
aſk. There ſhe is, ſhe hath given you her inclina- 
tions, and ſo I give you the reſt of her. Heav'n 
be prais'd, I'm rid of them both. Stay, here is 
another woman ſtill. Will no body have her, and 
clear my houſe of them? for it is impoſſible for a 
man to keep his reſolutions, while he hath one wo- 
man in it. 

Mir. My Clarinda, O!. tranſporting extaſy ! 

CLAR. My Millamour! my ever loved! 

Mir. Hearttort, your hand. I am now the hap- 

ieſt of mankind. I have, on the very point of lo- 


Ing it, recovered a jewel of ineſtimable _ 
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Clarinda! my former follies may, through an exceſs 
of good fortune, prove advantageous to both in our 
future happineſs. While I, from the reflection on the 
danger of loſing you, to which the wildneſs of my 
deſires betray'd me, ſhall enjoy the bliſs with doubled 
ſweetneſs: And you from thence may derive a teng 
der and a conſtant huſband. Ba.” 


From my example let all rakes be taught, 
To ſhun looſe pleaſure's ſweet, but pois'nous draughty 
Vice, like a ready harlot ſtill allures; Sa 


Virtue gives low, but what ſhe gives, ſecures; 


The End of the Fifth A9. 
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The criminal fands mute, and pleads no more. 
Sunk in deſpair, no diſtant hope he views, 
Unleſs ſome friendly tongue for mercy ſues. 
So too our bard (whatever be his fate) 
Hath ſent me here compaſſion to create : 
If damn d, to blunt the edge of critics laws ; 
If ſav'd, to beg continuance of applauſe, 
All this the frighted author bid me ſay. 
But now for my own comments on his play. 
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This MILL amour, for aught I could diſcover, 
Was no ſuch dang*rous, forward, puſhing lover: 
Upon the bull I, like Europa, ventur'd, 

Enter'd his cloſet—where he never enter'd; 
But left me, after all my kindneſs foewn, 

In a moſt barbarous manner, quite alone: 
Whilſt 1, with patience to our ſex not common, 
Heard him preſcribing to another woman : 

But, tho quite languiſhing and vaſtly ill - 
She was, I could not find fhe took one pill. 

Tho” her diſeaſe was high, tho" fierce th attack, 
You ſaw he was an unperforming quack : 

Byt ſpoh as marriage alter d his condition, 

He cur'd her as a regular phyſician. 
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My father Srrprasr ook it in his head 
To keep all reſolutions, which he made: 
As 
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As the great point of life, this ſeem'd to ftrike him 3 : 
His daughter CHARLOTTE's very much unlike bim. 
The only joys (and let me freely ſpeak them) 

] know in reſolutions, is to break em. 


I think without much flattry I may ſay, 

There's Fritt poetic juſtice thro? this play. 

Lou heard the fool deſpis'd ; the bawds juſt ſentence x 
HearTFORT's reward, and MILLAMOUR'S repentance 3 
And ſuch repentance muſt forgiveneſs carry; 
Sure there's contrition with it when we marry, 
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BOOK 1 ee 


C H A P. 1 3 is the tbe 94 FO FR 
2 recording the atchievements of thoſe WONGer ful pre- 
ductions of nature called GEA MEV. 
Chap. II. Giving an arcount of as many of cur hero's 
anceſtors as can be gathered out of the rubbiſh of an- 

tiquity, which hath veen carefully /, fred for tat Pur- 
poſe. 

Chi HH. 7 be * parentage, and education, of 
Mr. Jonathan Wild the Great. 

Chap. IV. Mr. Wild's firſt entrance into the world. 

His acquaintanee with Count La Rule. __ _ . _ 

ba V. A dialogue between young Mr. Wild and 
Count La Roſe, which, having extended to the re- 
Joinder, had. a very quiet, eaſy, and natural conclu- 

' fron. 

Chap. VI.  Purther conferences beteween the Count and 

Mr. Wild, with other matters of the GREAT 
kind,” . 

Chap. VII. Mr. Wild ſets out on his HOVE, 5 re- 
turns home again. A very ſport chapter, containing 
infinitely more time and leſs matter than any” other in 

- "the whole M yx. 

Chap. VIII. An adventure dd Wild, in the FRY on 

/ the booly, exhibits an ftonjſhing inStance of 
"GREATNESS. * 

Chap IX. Wild pays a ny # to Miſs Etitia Shad. 
A f eilten of that lovely young creature, and the 

ſucceſslejs iſſue of Mr. Wild's addreſſes. | 

Chap. X. A dijcorery of ſome matters concerning the 

chaſte Lætitia, which muſt wonderfully ſurpriſe, and 

. perhaps TO or reader. | 
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CONTENTS, 


Chap. XI. Containing as notable inſtances of human 
greatneſs as are to be met with in ancient or modern 
hiſtory, Concluding with ſome wholeſome hints to Ihe 
gay part of mankind. 

Chap. XII. Further particulars relating to Miſs Tiſhy, 
which perhaps may not greatly ſurpriſe after the far 
mer. The deſcription of a very fine gentleman. And 
4 dialogue between Wild and the Count, in which 
public virtue is juſt binted at, with, &c. 

Chap. XIII. 4 chapter, of which we are extremely 
vain ; and which — — we look on as our Chef d 
| Ocuvre, containing a wonderful ftory concerning the 
devil, and as nice a ſcene of honour as ever hap- 
pened 

Chap. XIV. 1 which the Killers of GREAT Ess 5s 
continued. 


BOOK II. 


HAP. I. Charafers of filly people, with the 

proper uſes for which ſuch are 7 2/igned. 

Chap. II. Great examples of GREATNESS in Wild, 
ſhewn as well by his behaviour to Bagſhot, as in 4 
ſcheme laid firſt to impoſe on Heartfree by means of 
the Count, and then to cheat the Count of the booty. 

Chap. III. Containing ſcenes of ſoftneſs, love, and ho- 

nour, all in the GREAT ſtyle. 

Chap. IV. In which Wild, after many fruitleſs en- 
deavours to diſcover his friend, moralixes on his miſ- 
fortune in a ſpeech, which may be of uſe (if rightly 
undenſtocd) to ſome other conſiderable ſpeech-makers. 

Chap. V. Containing many ſurpriſing adventures, which 
our Hero, with GREAT GREATNESS, atchieved. 

VI. Of hats. 

C hap. VII. Shewing the conſequence which attended 
Heartfree's adventures with Wild; all natural, 
and common enough to litile wretches 700 deal with 
great Men; together with ſome precedents of letters, 
being the Gifferent rethads of e 4 dun. 
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CONTENTS 

Chap. VIII. In which our hero carries GREATNESS 
to an immoderate height, 

Chap. IX. More GREATNESS in Wild. low Sow 
between Mrs. Heartfree and her children, and 4 
ſcheme of our hero, worthy 41 big boſt en, 
and even aſtoniſhment. 

Chap. X. Sea adventures very new and fargrifa ing. 

Chap. XI. The great and wonderful behaviour of our 
hero in the boat. 

Chap. XII. The ftranze and yet natural eſcage of our 
hero. 

Chap. XIII. The concluſion of tbe beat adventure, and 
the end of the ſecond back. . 
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955 HAP. I. The low and pitiful behaviour of 
HFeartfree; and the fooliſh conduct of his appren- 
tice, 

Chap. II. 4 foliloguy of Heartfree's, full of low and 
baſe ideas, without a ſyllable of GREATNESS. 
Chap. III. H/berein our hero Nee in the road fo 

GREATNESS. 

Chap. IV. In which a young bers, of wonderful ay 
promiſe, makes his finſt appearance, with many aber 

GREAT MATTERS. © 
Chap. V. More and more Gararxkss, edel 
in hiſtory or romance. 

Chap. VI. The event of Fireblood's adventure, and 
a treaty of marriage, which might have been con- 
cluded either at Smithfield or St. James's. 

Chap. VII. Matters preliminary to the marriage be-. 
tween Mr. Jonathan Wild, and the chafie L- 
titia. | 

Chap. VIII. 4 dialogue . which paſſed * 

tween JONATHAN WILD, Eſquire, and L &TITIA 

his wife, on the morning of the day fortnight on 

which his nuptials were celebrated; which concluded 

more amicably than thoſe debates generally do, 
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CONTENTS. 


. IX. Obſervations on the foregoing dialogue, to. 


_ gether with a baſe deſign on cur hero, which must be 
deteſted by every lover of GRE aTNESS. - 


Cha p. X. Mr. Wild with unprecedented generofily / 


viſits bis friend Heartfree, and the ungrateful recep- 
tion he met with. 

Chap. XI. A /cheme ſo deeply laid, that it ſhames all 
the politics of this our age; with digreſſion and ſub- 
digreſſion. 


Chap. XII. New inſtances of Friendly's folly, &c. 


Chap. XIII. Something concerning Fireblood, which 
- evill ſurpriſe ; and ſomewhat touching one of the Ms iſs 
Snaps, which will greatly concern the reader. 


Chap. XIV. In which our hero makes a ſpeech well 


 wvorthy to be celebrated; and the behaviour of one of 
_ the gang, perhaps more unnatural than any other 


part of this hiſtory. 
BOOK IV. 


C HAP. I. A ſeniiment of the ordinary's, worthy 
to be written in letters of gold; a very extraord:- 
nary inftance of folly in Friendly ; ; and a dreadful 
accident which befel our hero. 
Chap. II. A fort hint concerning popular e 
Mr. Wild's arrival in the caſtle, with other occur- 
rences, to be found in no other hiſtory. 


wy hap. III. Curious anecdotes relating to the ar of 


Newgate. + 

C hap. IV. The dead-warrant arrives for 8 
on which occafe on . 8 ſome human weak» 
neſs. 

Chap. V. Containing various matters. 

Chap. VI. In which the fer going bappy incident i 
accounted for. 

Chap. VII. Mrs. Heartfree relates her 8 

Cc hap. VIII. In which Mrs. Heartfree continues the 
relation of her adventures. 
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Chap. IX. Containing incidents very ſurpriſe 2 

Chap. X. A horrible uproar in the gate. 

Chap. XI. The conclufi aon of Mrs. Heartfree's adven- 
tures. 

Chap. XII. The hiſtory returns to the contemplation of 
GREATNESS. | 

a XIII. 4 Dialogue Bauder the Ordinary of 
- Newgate, and Mr. Jonathan Wild the Great: in 
which the ſubjefts of death, immortality, and other 
great matters, are WT learnedly handled the for- 
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tion of human GREATNESS. 

Chap. XV. The character of our hero, and os con- 
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Shewing ths wholeſome uſes drawn from recording gb 
atchievements of thoſe wonderful productions f na- 
ture called GREAT MEN. 


S it is neceſſary that all great and 8 
A events, the deſigns of which are laid, con- 
ducted, and brought to perfection by the 

utmoſt force of human invention and art, ſhould be 
produced by great and eminent men, ſo the lives of 
juch may be juſtly and properly Ryled the quinteſ- 
ſence of hiſtory, In theſe, when delivered to us 
by ſenſible writers, we are not only molt agreeably 
entertained, but moſt uſefully inſtructed : for beſides 
the attaining hence a conſummate knowledge of bys 
man nature in general; of its {ecret ſprings, various 
windings, and n, * 3 Ws have here he- 
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fore our eyes lively examples of whatever is amiable 
or deteſtable, worthy of admiration or abhorrence, 
and are conſequently taught, in a manner infmitely 

more effectual than by precept, what we are eagerly 
to imitate or carefully to avoid. 

Bur beſides the: two obyibus advantages of ſur. 
veying, as it were in a picture, the true beauty of 
virtue, and deformity of vice, we may moreover 

learn from Plutarch, Nepos, Suetonius, and other 
| biographers, this uſeful leſſon, not too haſtily nor in 
the groſs, to beſtow either our praiſe or cenſure; ſince 
we ſhall often find ſuch a mixture of good and evil 
in the ſame character, that it may require a very 
accurate judgment and a very elaborate inquiry to 
determine on which ſide the balance turns: for tho? 
we ſometimes meet with an Ariſtides or a Brutus, a 
Lyſander or a Nero, yet far the greater number are 
of the mixt kind; neither totally good nor bad; 
their greateſt virtues being obſcured and allayed by 
their vices, and thoſe again ſoftened and coloured 
over by their virtues, 

Or this kind was the illuſtrious perſon whoſe hi 
tory we now undertake; to whom tho' nature had 
given the greateſt and moſt ſhining endowments, ſhe 
had not given them abſolutely pure and without al- 
lay. Though he had much of the admirable in his 
character, as much perhaps as is uſually to be found 
in a hero, I will not yet venture to affirm that he 
was entirely free from all defects; or that the ſharp 
eyes of cenſure could not ſpy out ſome little blemiſhes 
5 amongſt his many great perfections. 

Wx would not therefore be underſtood to affect 
giving the reader a perfect or conſummate pattern 
of human excellence; but rather, by faithfully re- 
cording ſome little imperfections, which ſhadowed 
over the luſtre of thoſe great qualities which we ſhall 
here record, to teach the leſſon we have above men- 
_ tioned; to induce our reader with us to lament the 
frailty of human nature, and to convince him that 
1 e no 


no mortal, after a thorough ſcrutiny, can be a pro- 
per object of our adoration. 3 | 

Bur before we enter on this great work, we muſt 
endeavour to remove ſome errors of opinion which 
mankind have, by the diſingenuity of writers, con- 
tracted : for theſe, from their fear of contradicting 
the obſolete and abſurd doctrines of a ſet of ſimple 
fellows, called, in deriſion, ſages or philoſophers, 
have endeavoured, as much as poſſible, to confound 
the ideas of greatneſs and goodneſs ; whereas no two 
things can poſſibly be more diſtinct from each other: 
for Greatneſs conſiſts in bringing all manner of miſ- 
chief on mankind, and Goodneſs in removing it from 
them. It ſeems therefore very unlikely that the 
ſame perſon ſhould poſſeſs them both; and yet no- 
thing is more uſual with writers, who find many in- 
ſtances of greatneſs in their favourite hero, than 
to make him a compliment of goodneſs into the 
bargain; and this, . without conſidering that by ſuch 
means they deſtroy the great perfection called uni- 
formity of character. In the hiſtories of Alexander 
and Cæſar, we are frequently, and indeed imper- 
tinently, reminded of their benevolence and genero- 
ſity, of their clemency and kindneſs. When the for- 


mer had with fire and ſword overrun a vaſt empire, 


had deſtroyed the lives of an immenſe number of in- 
nocent wretches, had ſcattered ruin and deſolation 
like a whirlwind, we are told, as an example of his 
clemency, that he did not cut the throat of an old 
woman, and raviſh her daughters, but was content 
with only undoing them. And when the mighty 


Cæſar, with wonderful greatneſs of mind, had de- 


ſtroyed the liberties of his country, and with all the 
means of fraud and force had placed himſelf at the 
head of his equals, had corrupted and enſlaved the 
greateſt people whom the ſun ever ſaw; we are re- 
minded, as an evidence of his generoſity, of his lar- 
geſſes to his followers and tools, by whoſe means he 

| FE. had 
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had accompliſhed his purpoſe, and by whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance he was to cſtabliſh ir. 

Now, who doth not ſee that ſuch ſneaking quali- 
ties as theſe are rather to be bewziled as imperfec- 
tions, than admired as ornaments in theſe great men; 
rather obſcuring their glory, and holding them back 
in their race to \ greatneſs, indeed unworthy the end 
for which they ſecm to have come into the world, 
q 178 of. perpetrating vaſt and mighty miſchief? 


VE hope Cur reader will have reaſon juſtly to ac- 


euit us of any fork copfoniding ideas in the follow- 
ing pages; in ach. as Ve are to record the actions 
of 2 eres man, iz we have no where mentioned any 

ark of goodnefs, which had difcovered itſelf either 
Paints 1 5194, or more glaringly in any other perſon, 


JUL as 4 geanneſs and imperfection, diſqualifyin 
£7: for undertakings which lead to honour ing 
eitcem among men. 

s Our hero had as little as perhaps 3 is to be found 
ef that meanneſs, indeed only enough to make him 
partaker of the imperfection of humanity, inſtead 
of the perfection of Diaboliſm, we have ventured to 
call him Tar GREAT; nor do we doubt but our 
readet, when he hath peruſed his ſtory, will concur 
with us in allowing him that title, 


CHAP.” 


C ioing an account of as many of our herd's anceſtcrs 
as can be gathered out of the rubbiſh of antiquity, 
which hath been carefully fi fied for that pe poſe. 


T is the cuſtom of all biographers, at their en- 
trance into their work, to ſtep a little backwards 
(as far, indeed, generally as they are able) and to 
trace up their hero, as the ancients did the river 
Nile, till an incapacity of proceeding big her Puts an 
end to their ſearch, 
5 6 ED | War 
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Wu Ar firſt gave riſe to this method, is ſomewhat 
difficult to determine. Sometimes I have thought 
that the hero's ' anceſtors have been introduced as 
foils to himſelf. Again, I have imagined it might be 
to obviate a ſuſpicion that ſuch extraordinary perſo- 
nages were not produced in the ordinary courſe of 
nature, and may have proceeded from the author's 
fear, that if we were not told who their fathers were, 
they might be in danger, like prince Prettyman, of 
being ſuppoſed to have had none. Laſtly, and per- 
haps more truly, I have conjectured that the deſign 
of the biographer hath been no more than to ſhew 
his great learning and knowledge of antiquity. A 
deſign to which the world hath probably owed many 
notable diſcoveries, and indeed moſt of the labours 
of our antiquarians. 
Bur whatever original this cuſtom had, it is now 
too well eſtabliſhed to be diſputed. I ſhall therefore 
conform to it in the ſtricteſt manner. 

Ms. Jonathan Wild, or Wyld, then (for he 
himſelf did not always agree in one method of ſpel- 
ling his name) was deſcended from the great Wolf- 


ſtan Wild, who came over with Hengiſt, and diſtin- 


guiſhed bimſelf very eminently at Tk famous feſti- 
val, where the Britons were ſo treacherouſly murdered 
by the Saxons; for when the word was given, i. e. 
Nemet eour Saxes, Take out your ſwords, this gentle- 
man, being a little hard of hearing, miſtook the 
ſound for Nemet her Sacs, Take out their purſes ; in- 
ſtead therefore of applying to the throat, he imme- 
diately applied to the pocket of his gueſt, and con- 
tented himſelf with taking all that he had, without 
attempting his life. 
Tk next anceſtor of our hero, who was re- 
markably eminent, was Wild, ſurnamed Langfan- 
ger, or Longfinger. He flouriſhed in the reign of 
Henry III. and was ſtrictly attached to Hubert de 
Burgh, whoſe friendſhip he was recommended to 
by his great excellence in an art, of which Huberc 
Rs Was 
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was himſelf the inventor : he could, without the 
Knowledge of the proprietor, with great eaſe and 
dexterity, draw forth a man's purſe from any part of 
his garment where it was depoſited, and hence he 
derived his ſurname. This gentleman was the firſt 
of his family who had the honour to ſuffer for the 
d of his country : on whom a wit of that time 


made the following epitaph : 


O ſhame o. Fuſtice, Wild is hang d, 
For thatien he a pocket fang d, | 
While ſafe old Hubert, and his gang, 
Doth pocket o the nation fang. 


LanGrancer left a ſon named Edward, whom 
he had carefully inſtructed in the art for which he 
himſelf was ſo famous. This Edward had a grand- 
fon, who ſerved as a volunteer under the famous Sir 
John Falſtaff, and by his gallant demeanour, ſo re- 
commended himſelf to his captain, that he would 
have certainly been promoted by him, had Harry 
the fifth kept his word with his old companion. 

AFTER the death of Edward, the family remained 
in ſome obſcurity down to the reign of Charles the 
Firſt, when James Wild diſtinguiſhed himſelf on 
both ſides the queſtion in the civil wars, paſſing from 
one to rother, as heaven ſeemed to declare itſelf in 
favour of either party. At the end of the war, James 
not being rewarded according to his merits, as is 
uſually the caſe of ſuch impartial perſons, he aſſo- 
ciated himſelf with a brave man of thoſe times, whoſe 
name was Hind, and declared open war with both 
parties. He was ſucceſsful in ſeveral actions, and 
tpoiled many of the enemy; till at length, being 
overpowered and taken, he was, contrary to the law 
of arms, put baſely and cowardly to death, by a com- 
bination between twelve men of the enemy's party, 
who, after ſome conſultation, unanimouſly agreed 


on the nid murder. 
Tuis 
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Tris Edward took to wife Rebecca the daughter 
of the abovementioned John Hind, Eſq; by whom 
he had iſſue John, Edward, Thomas, and Jona- 
than, and three daughters, namely Grace, Charity, 
and Honour. John followed the fortunes of his fa- 
ther, and ſuffering with him, left no iſſue. Edward 
was ſo remarkable for his compaſſionate temper, 
that he ſpent his life in ſoliciting the cauſes of the 
_ diſtreſſed captives in Newgate, and is reported to 
have held a ſtrict friendſhip with an eminent divine, 
who ſolicited the ſpiritual cauſes of the ſaid captives. 
He married Editha, daughter and coheireſs of 
Geoffry Snap, Gent. who long enjoyed an office 
under the high ſheriff of London and Middleſex, 
by which, with great reputation, he acquired a hand- 
ſome fortune: by her he had no iſſue. Thomas 
went very young abroad to one of our American 
colonies, and hath not been ſince heard of. As for 
the daughters, Grace was married to a merchant 

of Yorkſhire, who dealt in horſes. Charity took 
to huſband an eminent gentleman, whoſe name TI 
cannot learn; but who was famous for ſo friendly a 
diſpoſition, that he was bail for above a hundred 
perſons in one year. He had likewiſe the remark- 
able humour of walking in Weſtminſter-hall with a 
ſtraw in his ſhoe. Honour, the youngeſt, died un- 
married. She lived many years in this town, was 
a great frequenter of plays, and uſed to be remark- 
able for diſtributing oranges to all who would accept 
of Mm. | 

Jonathan married Elizabeth, daughter of Scragg 
Hollow, of Hockley in the Hole, Eſq; and by her 
had Jonathan, who is the illuſtrious ſubject of theſe 
memoirs. e 7 


CHAP. 
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CHAP I, 


The « birth, parentage, ard education of Mz. Jon athan 
Wild the Great. 


| 1 T is obſervable that nature ſeldom produces any 

one who is afterwards to act a notable part on the 
Rage of life, but ſhe gives ſome warning of her in- 
tention; and as the dramatic poet generally prepares 
the entry of every conſiderable character, with a 
ſolemn narrative, or at leaſt a great flouriſh of dryms 
and trumpets; fo doth this our Ama Mater by ſome 
ſhrewd hints preadmoniſh us of her Intention, gly+ 
ing us warning as it were, and crying: 


- aj orcurrite norbo. 


Thus 1 who was the grandfather of Cyrus, 
dreamt that his daughter was brought to bed of a 
vine, whoſe branches overſpread all > fa; and He- 
cuba, while big with Paris, dreamt that ſhe was de- 
livered of a firebrand that ſet all Troy in flames; ſo 
did the mother of our Great Man, while ſhe was with 
child of him, dream that ſhe was enjoyed in the night 
by the gods Mercury and Priapus. This dream 
puzzled all the learned aſtrologers of her time, 
teeming to imply in it a contradiction; Mercury 
being the god of ingenuity, and Priapus the terror 
of thoſe who practiſed it. What made this dream 
the more wonderful, and perhaps the true cauſe of 
its being remembered, was a very extraordinary cir- 
cumſtance, ſufficiently denoting ſomething preternas 
tural in it; for tho* ſhe had never heard even the 
name of cither of theſe gods, ſhe repeated theſe ve 
words in the morning, with only a ſmall miſtake of 
the quantity of tie latter, which ſhe choſe to call 
Pritpus inſtead of Priapus; and her huſband ſwore 
that though he might poſſibly have named Mercury 
t) her (for he had heard of ſuch an heathen god) he 

never 
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never in his life could haye anywiſe put her in mind 
of that other deity, with whom he had no acquaint- 
ance. | ' 5 0 N 
AvorhE R remarkable incident was, that during 
her whole pregnancy ſhe conſtantly longed for every 
thing ſhe ſaw ; nor could be ſatisfied with her wiſh 
unleſs ſhe enjoyed it clandeſtinely; and as nature, 
by true and accurate obſervers, is remarked to give 
us no appetites without furniſhing us with the means 
of gratifying them; ſo had ſhe at this time a moſt 
marvelous glutinous quality attending her fingers, 
to which, as to birdlime, every thing cloſely adhered 
that ſhe handled. - 31 | 

To omit other ſtories, ſome of which may be 
perhaps the growth of ſuperſtition, we proceed to 
the birth of our hero, who made his firſt appearance 
on this great theatre, the very day when the plague 
firſt broke out in 1663. Some ſay his mother was 
delivered of him in an houſe of an orbicular or round 
form in Covent-Garden ; but of this we are not cer- 
tain, He was ſome years afterwards baptized by 
the famous Mr. Titus Oates. | , 

NoTtninG very remarkable paſs'd in his years of 
infancy, ſave, that as the letters Th are the moſt diffi- 
cult of pronunciation, and the laſt which a child at- 
tains to the utterance of, fo they were the firſt that 
came with any readineſs from young maſter Wild. 
Nor muſt we omit the early indications which he gave 
of the ſweetneſs of his temper; for tho* he was by no 
means to be terrified into compliance, yet might 
he by a ſugarplumb be brought to your purpole 
indeed, to ſay the truth, he was to be brib'd to any 
thing, which made many ſay, he was certainly born 
to be a Great Man. i e 

Hz was ſcarce ſettled at ſchool before he gave 
marks of his lofty and aſpiring temper; and was 
regarded by all his ſchoolfellows with that defe- 
rence which men generally pay to thoſe ſuperior 
geniuſes who will exact it of them. If an orchard 

Was 
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was to be robb'd, Wild was conſulted, and tho' he 
was himſelf ſeldom concerned in the execution of 
the deſign, yet was he always concerter of it, and 
treaſurer - of the booty; ſome little part of which he 
would now and then, with wonderful generoſity, 
beſtow on thoſe who took it. He was generally 

very ſecret on theſe occaſions ; but if any offered to 
plunder of his own head, without acquainting Maſter 
Wild, and making a depoſite of the booty, he was 
ſure to have an information againſt him lodged with 
the ſchoolmaſter, and to be ſeverely puniſhed for his 

ains. 

5 He diſcovered fo little attention to ſchool-learn- 
ing, that his maſter, who was a very wiſe and wor- 
thy man, ſoon gave over all care and trouble on 
that account, and acquainting his parents that their 
ſon proceeded extremely well in his ſtudies, he per- 
mitted his pupil to follow his own inclinations 
perceiving they led him to nobler purſuits than the 
- ſciences z which are generally acknowledged to be 
a very unprofitable ſtudy, and indeed greatly to 
hinder the advancement of men in the world: but 
tho? Maſter Wild was not eſteemed the readieſt at 
making his exerciſe, he was univerſally allowed to 
be the moſt dexterous at ſtealing it of all his ſchool- 
fellows: being never detected in ſuch furtive compo- 
ſitions, nor indeed in any other exercitations of his 
great talents, which all inclined the ſame way, bur 
once, when he had laid violent hands on a book 
called Gredus ad Parnaſſum, i. e. A ftep. tewards Par- 
naſſus; on which account his maſter, who was a man 
of moſt wonderful wit and ſagacity, is ſaid to have 
told him, he wiſhed it might not prove in the event 
Gradus ad Patibulum, i. e. A ' frep tou ards the gallows, 

Bur tho' he would not give himſelf the pains re- 
quiſite to acquire a competent ſufficiency in the 
learned languages, yet did he readily liſten with at- 
tention to others, e ſpecially when they tranſlated the 


claſſical authors to him; nor was he in the leaſt 
backward, 
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backward, at all ſuch times, to expreſs his approba- 
tion. He was wonderfully pleaſed with that paſſage 
in the eleventh Iliad, where Achilles is ſaid to have 
bound two ſons of Priam upon a mountain, and af- 
terwards to have releaſed them for a ſum of money. 
This was, he ſaid, alone ſufficient to refute thoſe 
who affected a contempt for the wiſdom of the an- 
cients, and an undeniable teſtimony of the great 
antiquity of + Priggiſm. He was raviſhed with the 
account which Neſtor gives in the ſame book, of 
the rich booty which he bore off (i. e. ſtole) from 
the Eleans. He was deſirous of having this often 
repeated to him, and at the end of every repetition, 
he conſtantly fetched a deep figh, and ſaid, Ir was 
a glorious booty, 385 75 

Wu the ſtory of Cacus was read to him out of 
the eighth ZEneid, he generouſly pitied the unhappy 
fate of that great man, to whom he thought Her- 
cules much too ſevere: one of his ſchoolfellows 
commending the dexterity of drawing the oxen 
backward by their tails into his den, he ſmiled, and 
with ſome diſdain, ſaid, He could have taught bim a 
better way. | The > 

HE was a paſſionate admirer of heroes, particu- 
larly of Alexander the Great, between whom and 
the late king of Sweden, he would frequently draw 
parallels. He was much delighted with the accounts 
of the Czar's retreat from the latter, who carried off 
the inhabitants of great cities to people his own 
country. This, he ſaid, was not once thought of by 


Alexander; But, added, perhaps he did not want 
them. ” 


Happy had it been for him, if he had confined 
himſelf to this ſphere; but his chief, if not only 
blemiſh was, that he would ſometimes, from an hu- 
mility in his nature too pernicious to true greatneſs, 


condeſcend to an intimacy with inferior things and 


perſons. 


4 This word in the cant language fignifies thievery, 
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perſons, Thus the Spaniſh rogue was his favourite 
book, and the cheats of Scapin his favourite play. 
Tux young gentleman being now at the age of 
ſeventeen, his father, from a fooliſh prejudice to our 
univeffities, and out of a falſe, as well as exceſſive 
regard to his morals, brought his ſon to town, where 
he reſided with him till he was of an age to travel. 
Whilſt he was here, all imaginable care was taken 
of his inſtruction, his father endeavouring his ut- 
moſt to inculcate principles of honour and gentility 
into his fon. 


CHA P, IV. 


Mr. Wild's firft entrance into the world, His ac- 
gquaintance with Count La Ruſe. 


AN accident happened ſoon after his arrival in 
town, which almoſt ſaved the father his whole 
labour on this head, and provided Maſter Wild a bet- 
ter tutor than any after-care or expence could have 
furniſhed him with. The old gentleman, it ſeems, - 
was a FoL LOWER of the fortunes of Mr. Snap, ſon 
of Mr. Geoffry Snap, whom we have before men- 
rioned to have enjoyed a reputable office under the 
ſheriff of London and Middleſex, the daughter of 
which Geofiry had intermarried with the Wilds, 
Mr. Snap the younger, being thereto well warranted, 
had laid violent hands on, or, as the vulgar expreſs 
it, arreſted one count La Ruſe, a man of conſider- 
able figure in thoſe days, and had confined him to 
his own houſe, till he could find two ſeconds who 
would in a forma] manner give their words that 
the Count ſhould, at a certain day and place appoint- 
ed, anſwer all that one Thomas Thimble a tai- 
lor had to ſay to him; which Thomas Thimble, it 
ſeems, alledged that the Count had, according to 
the law of the realm, made over his body to him as 
à fecurity for ſome ſuits of cloaths to him delivered 
by the ſaid Thomas Thimble. Now, as the 1 . 
| the 


The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 437 
though perfectly a man of honour, could not imme- 
diately find theſe ſeconds, he was obliged for ſome 
time to reſide at Mr, Snap's houſe : for it ſeems the 
law of the land is, that whoever owes another 10 1: 
or indeed 21. may be, on the oath of that perſon, 
immediately taken up and carried away from his 
own houſe and family, and kept abroad till he is 
made to owe 501. whether he will or no; for which 
he is, perhaps, afterwards obliged to lie in gaol ; 
and all theſe, without any trial had, or any other evi- 
dence of the debt than the aboveſaid oath, which 
if untrue, as it often happens, you have no remedy 
againſt the perjurer ; he was, forſooth ! miſtaken. 
Bur though Mr. Snap would not (as perhaps by 
the nice rules of honour he was obliged) diſcharge the 
Count on his parole; yet did he not (as by the ſtrict 
rules of law he was enabled) confine him to his 
chamber. The Count had his liberty of the whole 
houſe, and Mr. Snap uſing only the precaution of 
keeping his doors well lock'd and barr'd, took his 
2 word that he would not go fortn. 
Mx. Snap had by his ſecond lady two daughters 
| who were now in the bloom of their youth and 
beauty. Theſe young ladies, like damſels in ro- 
mance, compaſſionated the captive Count, and en- 
deavoured by all means to make his confinement 
leſs irkſome to him; which, though they were both 
very beautiful, they could not attain by any other 
way ſo effectually, as by engaging with him at cards, 
in which contentions, as will appear hereafter, the 
Count was greatly ſkilful, | 
As whiſk and ſwabbers was the game then in the 
chief vogue, they were obliged to look for a fourth 
perſon, in order to make up their parties. Mr, 
Bnap himſelf would fometimes relax his mind, from 
the violent fatigues of his employtnent, by theſe 
recreations ; and ſometimes a neighbouring young 
gentleman, or lady, came in to their aſſiſtance : but 
the moſt frequent gueſt was young Maſter Wild, 
Vor. III. . wha 
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who had been educated from his infancy with the 
Miſs Snaps, and was, by all the neighbours, allotted 
for the huſband of Mifs Tiſhy, or Lætitia, the 
younger of the two; for though, being his ebuſin- 
german, ſhe was perhaps, in the eye of a ſtrict con. 
ſcience, ſomewhat too nearly related to him; yet 
the old people on both ſides, though ſufficiently 
fcrupulous in nice matters, agreed to overlook this 
objection. | 1 
Mew of great genius as eaſily diſcover ont ano- 
ther, as free-maſons can. It was therefore no won- 
der that the Count ſoon conceived an inclination to 
an intimacy with our young hero, whoſe vaſt abilities 
could not be concealed from one of the Count's diſ- 
cernment : for though this latter was ſo expert at 
his cards, that he was proverbially ſaid to play the 
whole game, he was no match for Maſter Wild, who, 
inexperienced as he was, notwithſtanding all the 
art, the dexterity, and often the fortune of his ad- 
verſary, never failed to ſend him away from the 
table with leſs in his pocket than he brought to it, 
for indeed Langfanger himſelf could not have ex- 
tracted a purſe with more ingenuity than our young 
hero. | 
Hrs hands made frequent viſits to the Count*s 
pocket, before the latter had entertained any ſuſpi- 
cion of him, imputing the ſeveral loſſes he ſuſtained, 
rather to the innocent and ſprightly frolick of Miſs 
Doſhy, or Theodoſia, with which, as ſhe indulged 
him with little innocent freedoms about her perſon 
in return, he thought himſelf obliged to be content- 
ed; bur one night, when Wild imagined the Count 
aſleep, he made ſo unguarded an attack upon him, 
that the other caught him in the fact: however, he 
did not think proper to acquaint him with the diſ- 


covery he had made; but, preventing him from any 


booty at that time, he only took care for the future 
to button his pockets, and to pack the cards with 
double induſtry, | 

80 
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So far was this detection from cauſing any quar- 
rel between theſe two Prigs *, that in reality! it re- 
commended them to each other: for a wiſe man, 
that is to ſay a rogue, conſiders a trick in life, as a 
oameſter doth a trick at play. It ſets him on his 
guard; but he admires the dexterity of him whb 
plays i it, Theſe therefore, and many other ſuch in- 
ſtances of ingenuity, operated ſo violently on the 
Count, that, notwithſtanding the diſparity which 
age, title, and above all dreſs, had ſet between them, 
he reſolved to enter into an acquaintance with Wild. 
This ſoon produced a perfect intimacy, and that 
a friendſhip, which had a longer duration than is 
common to that ' paſſion between perſons who only 
propoſe to themſelves the common advantages of 
eating, drinking, whoring, or borrowing money ; 
which ends, as they ſoon fail, ſo doth the friendſhip 
founded upon them. Mutual intereſt, the greateſt 
of all purpoſes, was the cement of this alliance, which 
nothing, of conſequence, but ſuperior intereſt was 
PI of giflelving. 


CHAP. V. 


A dialogue between young. Maſter Wild and Count La 
Ruſe, which, having extended to the rejoinder, had 


a very quiet, eaſy, and natural concluſion. 


O NE evening after the Miſs Snaps were retired 
to reſt, the Count thus addreſſed himſelf to 
young Wild.: * You cannot, I apprehend, Mr. 
Wild, be ſuch a ſtranger to your own great capa- 

** city, as to be ſurpriſed when I tell you I have 
« often viewed, with a mixture of aſtoniſhment and 
* concern, your ſhining qualities confined to aſphere, 
e where they can never reach the eyes of thoſe who 
would introduce them properly into the world, 
** and raiſe you to an eminence, where you may 
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blaze out of the admiration of all men. I aſſure 
you I am pleaſed with my captivity, when ] re- 
flect, I am likely to owe to it an acquaintance, and 
[ hope friendſhip, with the greateſt gong: of my 
age; and, what is ſtill more, when I indulge my 
vanity with a proſpect of drawing from obſcu- 
rity (pardon the expreſſion) ſuch talents as were, 
I believe, never before like to have been buried 


in it: for I make no queſtion, but, at my diſ- 
charge from confinement, which will now ſoon 


happen, I ſhall be able to introduce you into 
company, where you may reap the advantage of 
your ſuperior parts. | 
I will bring you acquainted, Sir, with thoſe, 
who, as they are capable of ſetting a true value 
on 1uch qualifications, ſo they will have it both 
in their power and inclination to prefer you for 
them. Such an introduction is the only advan- 
tage you want, without which your merit might 
be your misfortune; for thoſe abilities which 
would entitle you to honour and profit in a ſupe- 
rior ſtation, may render you only obnoxious to 
danger and diſgrace in a lower.” 
Ma. Wild anſwered: © Sir, I am not inſenſible 
of my obligations to you, as well for the over- 
value you have ſet on my ſmall abilities, as for 
the kindneſs you expreſs in offering to introduce 
me among my ſuperiors. I muſt own, my father 
hath often perſuaded me to puſh myſelf into the 
company of my betters ; but, to ſay the truth, I 
have an aukward pride in my nature, which 1s 
better pleaſed with being at the head of the loweſt 
claſs, than at the bottom of the higheſt. Permit 
me to ſay, tho' the idea may be ſomewhat coarle, 
J had rather ſtand on the ſummit of a dunghil}, 
than at the bottom of a hill in paradiſe; I have 
always thought it Ggnifies little into what rank of 
life | am thrown, provided I make a great figure 
therein ; and ſhould be as well ſatisfied with ex- 
« erting 


* 
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« erting my talents well at the head of a ſmall party 
% or gang, as in the command of a mighty army: 
for I am far from agreeing with you, that great 
<« parts are often loſt in a low ſituation ; on the con- 
<« trary, I am convinced it is impoſſible they ſhould 
be loſt. I have often perſuaded myſelf ba there 
« were not fewer than a thouſand in Alexander's 
« troops capable of performing what Alexander 
« himſelf did. 

'« Bur becauſe ſuch ſpirits were not elected or de- 
c ſtined to an imperial command, are we therefore to 
« imagine they came off without a booty ? Or that 
&« they contented themſelves with the ſhare in com- 
© mon with their comrades? Surely, no. In civil 
&« life, doubtleſs, the ſame genius, the ſame endow- 
«© ments have often compoſed the ſtateſman and the 
« Prig: for ſo we call what the vulgar name a Thief. 
« The ſame parts, the ſame actions often promote 
«© men to the head of ſuperior ſocieties, which raiſe 
« them to the head of lower; and where is the eſſen- 
ec tjal difference, if the one ends on Tower-hill, and 
e the other at Tyburn? Hath the block any prefe- 
c rence to the gallows, or the ax to the halter, but 
ce was given them by the ill- guided judgment of 
men? You will pardon me therefore, if | am not 
« ſo haſtily inflamed with the common outlide of 
things, nor join the general opinion in preterring 
* one ſtate to another. A guinea is as valuable in a 
« leathern as in an embrotdered purſe; and a cod's 
« head is a cod's head (till, whether in a pewter or a 
e filver diſh.” 

Tur Count replied as follows:“ What you have 
now ſaid doth not leſſen my idea of your capacity; 
<« but confirms my opinion of the ill effects of bad and 
* low company. Can any man doubt, whether it is 
better to be a great ſtateſman, or a common thiet ? 
e have often heard that the devil uſed to ſay, where, 
or to whom, I know nor, that it was better to rezgn 
in Hell, than to be a valet de chambre in Heaven, 
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and perhaps he was in the right; but ſure if he had 
had the choice of reigning in either, he would 
have choſen better. The truth therefore, is, that 
by low converſation we contract a greater awe for 
high things than they deſerve. We decline great 
purſuits not from contempt, but deſpair. The 
man who prefers the high-road to a more reputa- 
ble way of making his fortune, doth it becauſe he 
imagines the one caſter than the other; but you 
yourlelf have aſſerted, and with undoubted truth, 
that the ſame abilities qualify you for undertak- 
ing, and the ſame means will bring you to your 
end in both 3 journeys; as, in muſic, it is the ſame 


tune whether you play it in a higher or a lower 


key. To inſtance in ſome particulars : Is it not the 
fame qualifications which enables this man to hire 
himſelf as a ſervant, and to get into the confidence 
and ſecrets of his maſter. in order to rob him, and 
that to undertake truſts of the higheſt nature with 
a deſign to break and betray them? Is it leſs 
difficult by falſe tokens to deceive a ſhopkeeper 
into the delivery of his goods, which you after- 
wards run away with, than to impole upon him by 
outward ſplendor, and the appearance of fortune, 
into a credit by which you gain, and he loſes twenty 
times as much. Doth it not require more dexterity 
in the fingers to draw out a man's purſe from his 
pocket, or to take a lady's watch from her fide, 
withour being perceived of any, (an excellence in 

which, without flattery, I am perſuaded you have 
no ſuperior) than to cog a die, or to ſhuffle a 
padic of cards? ls not as much art, as many ex- 
cellent qualities, required to make a pimping por- 
ter at a common bawdy-houſe, as would enable a 
man to proſtitute his own or his friend's wife or 
child? Doth it not aſk as good a memory, as 
nimble an invention, as ſteady a countenance, to 
forſwear yourſelf in Weſtminſter- hall, as would 


furniſh out a complete tool of ſtate, or perhaps a 
ſtateſ- 
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ſtateſman himſelt ? It is needleſs to particularize 
every inſtance; in all we ſhall find, that there is 
a nearer connection between high and low life than 
is generally imagined, and that a highwayman is 
entitled to more favour with the great than he uſu- 


ally meets with. If therefore, as I think I have 
proved, the ſame parts which qualify a man for 


eminence in a low ſphere, qualify him likewiſe for 
eminence in a higher, ſure it can be no doubt in 
which he would chuſe to exert them. Ambition, 
without which no one can be a great man, will im- 


mediately inſtruct him, in your on phraſe, to pre- 


fer a hill in paradiſe to a dunghill, nay, even fear, 
2 paſſion the moſt repugnant to greatneſs, will ſhew 
him how much more ſafely he may indulge himſelf 

in the full and free exertion of his mighty abilities 


in the higher, than in the lower rank : Since ex- 
perlence teaches him, that there is a croud oftener 


in one Year at Tyburn, than on Tower: hill in a 
century.” Mr. Wild with much ſolemnity rejoined, 


That the ſame capacity which qualifies a Mill- 


ken *, a Bridle-cull r, or a Buttock and File , to 


arrive at any degree of eminence in his profeſſion, 


would likewiſe raiſe a man in what the world 
eſteem a more honourable calling, I do not deny; 
nay, in many of your inſtances it is evident, that 
more ingenuity, more art is neceſſary to the lower, 
than the higher proficients. If therefore you had 
only contended, that every Prig might be a ſtateſ- 
man if he pleaſed, I had readily agreed to it; but 
when you conclude, that it 1s his intereſt to be ſo, 
that ambition would bid him take that alterna- 
tive, in a word, that a ſtateſman is greater or hap- 
pier than a Prig, I muſt deny my aſſent. But, in 
comparing th eſe two together, we mult carefully 
avoid being milled by the vulgar erroneous eſtima- 


* A Houſebreaker. 29.5 + A Highwayman. 
A Shoplifter. Terms uſed in the Cant Dictionary. 
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tion of things: for mankind err in diſquiſitions of 
the operations of a diſeaſe, have not a due regard 
to the age and complexion of the patient. The 
ſame degree of heat, which is common in this con- 
ſtitution, may be a fever in that; in the ſame man- 
ner that which may be riches or honour to me, may 
be poverty or diſgrace to another: for all theſe 
things are to be eſtimated by relation to the perſon 
who poſſeſſes them. A booty of 10l. looks as great 
in the eye of a Bridle- cull, and gives as much real 
happineſs to his fancy, as that of as many thouſands 
to the ſtateſman; and doth not the former lay out 
his acquiſitions in whores and fiddles, with much 
greater joy and mirth, than the latter in palaces and 
pictures? What are the flattery, the falſe com- 
pliments of his gang, to the ſtateſman, when he 
himſelf muſt condemn his own blunders, and is 
obliged againſt his will to give fortune the whole 
honour of his ſucceſs ? what is the pride, reſult- 
ing from ſuch ſham applauſe, compared to the ſe- 


cret ſatisfaction which a Prig enjoys in his mind in 


reflefting on a well-contnved and well- executed 
ſcheme? Perhaps indeed the greater danger is on 
the Prig's ſide; but then you muſt er Yo that 
the greater honour is ſo too. When I mention ho- 
nour, I mean that which is paid them by their 
gang; for that weak part of the world, which is 
vulgarly called THE WISE, ſee both in a diſad- 
vantageous and diſgraceful light : And as the Prig 
enjoys (and merits too) the greater degree of ho- 


* nour from his gang, ſo doth he ſuffer the leſs diſ- 


grace from the world, who think his miſdeeds, as 
they call them, ſufficiently at laſt puniſhed with a 
halter, which at once puts an end to his pain and 
infamy; whereas the other is not only hated in 
power, but deteſted and contemned at the ſcaf- 


+ fold; and future ages vent their malice on his fame, 
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<« while the other ſleeps quiet and forgotten. Beſides, 
“ let us a little conſider the ſecret quiet of their con- 
e ſciences; how eaſy is the teſlection of having 
&« taken a few ſhillings or pounds from a ſtranger, 
e without any breach of confidence, or perhaps any 
« great harm to the perſon who loſes it, compared 
<« to that of having betrayed a public truſt, and 
tt ruined the fortunes of thouſands, perhaps of a 
c great nation? How much braver is an attack on 
« the highway, than at the gaming- table; and how 
much more innocent the character of a b—y-houſe 
than a c—t pimp?“ He was eagerly proceeding, 
when, caſtin bis eyes on the Count, he perceived 
him to be falt aſleep: wherefore having firſt picked 
his pocket of three ſhillings, then gently jogged him, 
in order to take his leave, and promiſed to return to 
him the next morning to breakfaſt, they ſeparated ; 
the Count retired to reſt, and Maſter Wild to a 
night-cellar. f 


CHAP. VL 


Further conferences between the Count and Mr. Wild, 
with other matters of the EAT kind, © 


TH E Count miſſed his money the next morn- 

ing, and very well knew who had it; bur, as 
he knew likewiſe how fruitleſs would be any com- 
plaint, he choſe to paſs it by without mentioning 
it. Indeed it may appear ftrange to ſome readers, 
that theſe gentlemen, who knew each other to be 
thieves, ſhould never once give the leaft hint of this 
knowledge 1n all their diſcourſe together; but, on 
the contrary, ſhould have the words honeſty, ho- 
nour, and friendſhip, as often in their mouths as 
any other men. This, I ſay, may appear ſtrange 
to ſome; but thole who have lived long in cities, 
_ courts, gaols, or ſuch places, will perhaps be able 
to ſolve the ſeeming abſurdity. 
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Wurd our two friends met the next morning, the 
Count (who, though he did not agree with the whole 
of his friend's doctrine, was, however high pleaſed 
with his argument), began to bewail the misfortune 

of his captivity, and the backwardneſs of friends 
to afſiſt each other in their neceſſities; but what 
vexed him, he ſaid, moſt, was the cruelty of the 
fair :' for he entruſted Wild with the ſecret of his 
having had an intrigue with miſs Theodoſia, the elder 
of the Miſs Snaps, ever ſince his confinement, tho? 
he could not prevail with her to ſet him at liberty. 
Wild anſwered, with a {mile : © It was no wonder 
© a woman ſhould wiſh to confine her lover where 
* ihe might be ſure of having him entirely to her- 


e ſelf; but added, he believed he could tell him a 


* method of certainly procuring his eſcape.” The 
Count eagerly beſought him to acquaint him with it. 
Wild told him, bribery was the ſureſt means, and ad- 
viſed him to apply to the maid. The Count thanked 
him, but returned, That he had not a farthin 
left beſides one une which he had then given 
& her to change.” To which Wild ſaid, He 
« muſt make it up with promiſes, which he ſup- 

& poſed he was courtier enough to know how to put 
<« off.” The Count greatly applauded the advice, 
and iaid, he hoped he ſhould be able in time to per- 
ſuade him to condeſcend to be a great man, for which 
he was ſo perfectly well qualified. 

T x18 method being concluded on, the two friends 
ſat down to cards, a circumſtance which I ſhould 
not have mentioned, but for the ſake of obſerving 
the prodigious force of habit; for, though the 
Count knew, if he won ever ſo much of Mr. Wild, 
he ſhould not receive a ſhilling, yet could he not re- 
frain from packing the cards; nor could Wild keep 


his hands out of his friend's pockets, though he knew 


there was nothing in them. 
WEN the maid came home, the Count began to 
put it to her, oficred her all he had, and promiſed 
moun- 
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mountains in ſuturo; but all in vain, the maid's 
honeſty was impregnable. She ſaid, ** She would 
% not break ber truſt for the whole world ; no not 
« if ſhe could gain a hundred pound by it,” Upon 
which Wild ſtepping up, and telling her: © She 
« need not fear loſing er place, for it would never 
be found out; that they could throw a pair of 
e ſheets into the ſtreet, by which it might appear he 
« got out at a window; that he himſelf would ſwear 
" fie ſaw him deſcending z that the money would 
ee be ſo much gains in her pocket; that, beſides his 
A promiſes, which ſhe might depend on being per- 
« formed, ſhe would receive from him twenty ſhil- 
e lings and ninepence in ready money (for ſne had 
e only laid out threepence in plain Spaniſh) and laſt- 
& ly, that, beſides his honour, the Count ſhould leave 
ce a pair of gold buttons (which afterwards turned out 
ce to be braſs) of great value in her hands, as a fur- 
ther pawn.” 

Tux maid ſtill remained inflexible, till Wild offer- 
ed to lend his friend a guinea more, and to depoſit it 
immediately in her hands. This reinforcement bore 
down the poor girl's reſolution, and ſhe faithfully 
promiſed to open the door to the Count that evening. 

ITnus did our young hero not only lend his rheto- 
ric, which few people care to do without a fee, but 
his money too, a ſum which many a good man would 
have made fifty excuſes before he would have parted 
with, to his friend, and procured him his liberty. 

Bur it would be highly derogatory from the 
GREAT character of Wild, ſhould the reader imagine 
he lent ſuch a ſum to a friend without the leaſt view 
of ſerving himſelf. As, therefore, the reader may 
eaſily account for it in a manner more advantageous 
to our hero's reputation, by concluding that he had 
ſome intereſted view in the Count's enlargement, we 
hope he will judge with charity, eſpecially as the ſe- 
quel makes it not only reaſonable, but neceſſary, to 
ſuppoſe he had ſome ſuch view. 
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A Lox intimacy and friendſhip ſubſiſted between 
the Count and Mr. Wild, who, hola by the advice of 
the Count dreſſed in good clothes, was by him in- 
troduced into the beſt company. They conſtantly 
frequented the aſſemblies, auctions, gaming-tables, 
and playhouſes; at which laſt they ſaw two acts 
every night, and then retired without paying, this 
being, it ſeems, an immemorial privilege which the 
beaus of the town preſcribe for to e This, 
however, did not ſuit Wild's temper, who called it 
a cheat, and objected againſt it, as requiring no dexte- 
rity but what every blockhead might put in execu- 
tion, He faid it was a cuſtom very much ſavouring 
of the Sneaking · budge , but neither ſo honourable 
nor fo ingenious. 

Wir p now made a conſiderable figure, and paſſed 
for a gentleman of great fortune in the funds. Wo- 
men of quality treated him with great familiarity, 
young ladies began to ſpread their charms for him, 
when an accident happened that put a ſtop to his con- 
tinuance in a way of life too inſipid and inactive to 
afford employment for thoſe great talents, which 


were deſigned to make a much more conſiderable 


figure in the world, than attends the character of a 


deau or a pretty gentleman. 


CHAP. VII. 


As. Wiki fets ont on his travels, and returns home 


again, A very ſhort chapter, containing infinitely 
more time and leſs matter than wy other in the whole 


ſoy. 
W E are ſorry we cannot t indulge our reader's cu- 


riofity with a full and perfect account of this 
accident; but as there are ſuch various accounts, one 


of which only can be true, and poſſibly, and indeed 
probably, none; inſtead of following the general me- 
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thod of hiſtorians, who in ſuch caſes ſet down the va- 
rious A aries and leave to your own conjecture which 
you will chuſe, we ſhall paſs them all over. 
CERTAIN it is, that whatever this accident was, it 
determined our hero's father to ſend his ſon imme- 
diately abroad, for ſeven years; and, which may 
ſeem ſomewhat remarkable, to his majeſty's planta- 
tions in America. That part of the world being, 
as he ſaid, freer from vices than the courts and cities 
of Europe, and conſequently leſs dangerous to cor- 
rupt a young man's morals. And as for the advan- 
tages, the old gentleman thought they were equal 
there with thoſe attained in the politer chmates; for 
travelling, he ſaid, was travelling in one part of the 
world as well as another: It conſiſted in being ſuch a 
time from home, and in traverſing ſo many leagues ; 
and appealed to experience, whether moſt of our tra- 
vellers in France and Italy, did not prove at their re- 
turn, that they might have been ſent as profitably to 
Norway and Greenland? _ 
AccoRDING to theſe reſolutions of his father, the 
young gentleman went aboard a ſhip, and, with a great 
deal of good company, ſet out for the American he- 
miſphere. The exact time of his ſtay is ſomewhat 
uncertain ; moſt probably longer than was intended: 
But howlſoever long his abode there was, it muſt be a 
blank in this hiſtory ; as the whole ſtory contains not 
one adventure worthy the reader's notice ; being, in- 
deed, a continued ſcene of whoring, drinking, and 
removing from one place to another. 7 
To confeſs a truth, we are fo aſhamed of the ſhort- 
neſs of this chapter, that we would have done a vio- 
lence to our hiſtory, and have inſerted an adventure 
or two of ſome other traveller: To which purpoſe 
we borrowed the journals of ſeveral young gentle- 
men who have lately made the tour of Europe; but 
to our great ſorrow, could not extract a ſingle inci- 
dent ſtrong enough to juſtify the theft to our con- 
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Wur we conſider the ridiculous figure this chap- 
ter muſt make, being the hiſtory of no leſs than eight 
years, our only comfort is, that the hiſtories of ſome 
mens lives, and perhaps of ſome men who have made 


Aa noiſe in the world, are in reality as abſolute blanks 


as the travels of our hero. As, therefore, we ſhall 
make ſufficient amends in the ſequel for this inanity, 
we ſhall haſten on to matters of true importance, 
and immenfe greatneſs. At preſent we content our- 
ſelves with ſetting down our hero where we took him 
up, after acquainting our reader that he went abroad, 


| Raid ſeven years, and then came home again. 


CHAP. VIII. 


An adventure where Wild, in the diviſion of the 
booty, exhibits an aſtoniſhing instance of GRT AT- 
NESS. 1 1 


THE Count was one night very ſucceſsful at 
the hazard-table, where Wild, who was juſt 
returned from his travels, was then preſent; as was 


| likewiſe a young gentleman whoſe name was Bob 


O 


Bagſhot, an acquaintance of Mr. Wild's, and of 
whom he entertained a great opinion; taking there- 
fore Mr. Bagſhot aſide, he adviſed him to provide 


himſelf (if he had them not about him) with a caſe 


of piſtols, and to attack the Count, in his way home, 
promiling to plant himſelf near with the ſame arms, 
as a Corps de Reſerve, and to come up on occaſion. 
This was accordingly executed, and the Countobliged 
to ſurrender to ſavage force what he had in ſo gen- 
teel and civil a manner taken at play. 
AND as it is a wiſe and philoſophical obſervation, 
that one misfortune never comes alone, the Count had 
hardly paſſed the examination of Mr. Bagſhot, when 
he fell into the hands of Mr. Snap, who, in company 
with Mr. Wild the elder, and one or two more gentle- 
men, being, it ſeems, thereto well warranted, laid hold 


of 
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of the unfortunate Count, and conveyed him back 
tothe ſame houſe from which, by the aſſiſtance of his 
good friend he had formerly eſcaped. it, 

Ma. Wild and Mr. Bagſhot went together to the 
tavern, where Mr. Bagſhot (generouſly, as he thought) 
offered to ſhire the booty, and having divided the 
money into two unequal heaps; and added a golden 
ſnuff. box to the leſſer heap, he defired Mr. Wild 
to take his choice. 

Ma. Wild immediately conveyed the iber ſhare 
of the ready into his pocket, according to an excellent 
maxim of his: Firſt ſecure what ſhare you can, 
« before you wrangle for the reſt:” And then, 
turning to his companion, he aſked him, with a ſtern 
countenance, whether he intended to keep all that ſum 
to himſelf? Mr. Bagſhot anſwered, with fome ſur- 
prize, that he thought Mr. Wild had no reaſon to 
complain; for it was ſurely fair, at leaſt on his part, 
ro content himſelf with an equal ſhare of the booty, 
who had taken the whole. I grant you took it,” 
replicd Wild, © but, pray, who propoſed orcounſelled 

the taking! it? Can you ſay, that you have done 
more than executed my ſcheme? and might not 
„J, if I had pleaſed, have employed another, ſince 
you well know there was not a gentleman in the 
« room but would have taken the money, if he had 
_ * known how conveniently and fafely to do it? That 
« 1s very true (returned Bagſhot) but did not I exe- 
cute the ſcheme, did not I run the whole riſque ? 
Should not I have ſuffered the whole puniſhment 
< it I had been taken, and 1s not the Jabourer worthy 
* of his hire? Doubtleſs (ſays Jonathan) he is ſo, 
and your hire I ſhall not refuſe you, which is all 
5 that the labourer is entitled to, or ever enjoys. [ 
* remember when I was at ſchool to have heard ſome 
“ yerſes, which for the excellence of their doctrine 
** made an impreſſion on me, purporting chat the 
e birds of the air, and the beaſts of the field, work not 


„for themſelves, It is true, the farmer allows fodder: 
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to his oxen, and paſture: to his ſheep ; but it is for 
his own ſervice, nor theirs. In the ſame manner the 
ploughman, the ſhepherd, the weaver, the builder, 

and the ſoldier, work not for themſelves but others; 
they are contented with a poor pittance (the labour- 
er's, hire) and permit us, the GRE AT, to enjoy the 
fruits of their labours. Ariſtotle, as my maſter 


told us, hath plainly proved, in the firſt book of 


his politics, that the low, mean, uſeful part of 


- mankind, are born ſlaves to the wills of their ſu- 
periors, and are indeed as much their property as. 


the cattle, It is well ſaid of us, the higher order 
of mortals, that we are born only to devour the 
fruits of the earth ; and it may be as well ſaid of 
the lower claſs, that they are born only to produce 
them for us. Is not the battle gained by the ſweat 
and danger of the common ſoldier ? are not the 


honour and fruits of the victory the general's who 


laid the ſcheme ? Is not the houſe built by the la- 
bour of the carpenter, and the er ? Is it 
not built for the profit only of the architect, and 
for the uſe of the inhabitant, who could not ea- 
ſily have placed one brick upon another? Is not 
the cloth, or the ſilk, wrought into its form, and 
variegated with all the beauty of colours, by thoſe 
who are forced to content themſelves with the coar- 
ſeſt and vileſt part of their work, while the profit 
and enjoyment of their labours fall to the ſhare of 
others? Caſt your eye abroad, and ſee who is it 
lives in the moſt magnificent buildings, feaſts his 
palate with the moſt luxurious dainties, his eyes 
with the moſt beautiful ſculptures and delicate 
paintings, and clothes himſelf in the fineſt and 
richeſt apparel ; and tell me, if all theſe do not fall 
to his lot, who had not any the leaſt ſhare in pro- 
ducing all theſe conveniencies, nor the leaſt abi- 
lity ſo to do? Why then ſhould the ſtate of a 
E Prig differ from all others ?. Or why ſhould - 


* A Thief. 
60 
you, 
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c you, who are the labourer only, the executor of 
« my ſcheme, expect a ſhare in the profit ? Be ad- 
* viſed, therefore, deliver the whole booty to me, 
« and truſt to my bounty for your reward.” Mr. 
Bagſhot was ſome time ſilent, and looked like a man 
thunderſtruck: But at laſt recovering himſelf from his 
ſarprize, he thus began. If you think, Mr. Wild, 
„ by the force of your arguments to get the money 
e out of my pocket, you are greatly miſtaken. What 
& js all this ſtuff to me? D——n me, I am a man 
c of honour, and tho' I can't talk as well as you, 
«© by G you ſhall not make a fool of me; and if 
c you take me for one, I mult tell you, you are a raſ- 
&©« cal.“ At which words, he laid his hand to his 
piſtol. Wild perceiving the little ſucceſs the great 
ſtrength of his arguments had met wich, and the 
haſty remper of his friend, gave over his deſign for 
the preſent, and told. Baghor, he was only in jeſt. 
But this coolneſs with which he treated the other's 
flame had rather the effect of oil than of water. 
Bagſhor replied in a rage, D——n me, I don't 
&© like ſuch jeſts; I fee you are a pitiful raſcal, and 
% a ſcoundrel.” Wild, with a philoſophy worthy of 
great admiration, returned, As for your abule, 
l have no regard to it; but to convince you, I am 
& nor afraid of you, let us lay the whole booty on the 
& table, and let the conqueror take it all.” And 
having fo ſaid, he drew out his ſhining hanger, whoſe 
glittering 10 Jane lod the eyesof B. :oſhor, that, in a tone 
entirely altered, he ſaid, No! he was contented 
& with what he had already; that it was mighty ri- 
« diculous in them to quarre] among themſelves; 
& that they had common enemies enough abroad, 
« againſt whom they ſhould unite their common 
us force; that if he had miſtaken Wild, he was forr 
« for it; and as for a jeſt, he could rake a jaſt as — 
er as another.“ Wild, who had a wonderful Knack 
of diſcovering and applying to e paffions of men, 
beginning now to have a little indght into his friend, 
Vor. III. 1 and 
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and to conceive what arguments would make the 
quickeſt impreſſion on him, cried out in a loud 


voice, Thar he had bullied him into drawing his 


* hanger, and ſince it was out, he would not put it 


up wichout ſatisfa&tion.” © What ſatisfaction would 


te you have?” (anſwered the other.) Your money or 
« your blood,“ ſaid Wild. « Why lookye, Mr. Wild, 
(ſaid Bagſhot) & it you want to borrow a little of my 
part, ſince I know you to be a man of honour, I 
don't care if I lend you: For tho? | am not afraid 
* of any man living, yet rather than break with a 
friend, and as it may be neceſſary for your occa- 
* fions'— Wild who often declared that he looked 
upon borrowing to be as good a way of taking as 
any, and, as he called it, the genteeleſt kind of 
Sneaking- budge, putting up his hanger and ſhaking 
his friend by the hand, told him, he had hit the nail 

on the head; it was really his preſent neceſſity only 
that prevailed with him againſt his will; for that his 


honour was concerned to pay a conſiderable ſum the 


next morning. Upon which, contenting himſelf with 


one half of Bagſhot's ſhare, ſo that he had three 


parts in four of the whole, he took leave of his com- 


panion, and retired to reſt, 


CH AP. is 


Wild pays 4 vifit to Miſs Lætitia Snap. A deſcrip- 
tion of that lovely young creature, and the * 
i ue of Mr. Wild's addreſſes. 


H E next morning when our hero waked, he 
began to think of 1 paying a viſit to Mils Tiſhy 
Snap; a woman of great merit, and of as great 
generoſity; yet Mr. Wild found a preſent was 
ever moſt welcome to her, as being a token of re- 
ſpect in her lover. He therefore went directly to a 
toy-ſhop, and there purchaſed a genteel ſnuff- box, 
with which he waited upon his miſtreſs; whom he 
tound 
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found in the moſt beautiful undreſs. Her lovely 


hair hung wantonly over her forehead, being nei- 
ther white with, nor yet free from powder; a neat 
double clout, which ſeemed to have been worn a 
few weeks only, was pinned under her chin; ſome 


remains of that art with which ladies improve na- 


ture, ſhone on her cheeks : her body was looſely at- 
tired, without ſtays or jumps; ſo that her breaſts 
had uncontrolled liberty to diſplay their beauteous 
orbs, which they did as low as her girdle; a thin 
covering of a rumpled muſlin handkerchief almoſt 
hid them from the eyes, ſave in a few parts, where 
a good-natured hole gave opportunity to the naked 
breaſt to appear. Her gown was a ſattin of a 
whitiſh colour, with about a dozen little filver ſpots 
upon it, ſo artificially interwoven at great diſtance, 
that they looked as if they had fallen there by 
chance. This flying open, diſcovered a fine yellow 
petticoat, beautifully edged round the bottom with 
2 narrow piece of half gold lace, which was now 
almoſt become fringe ; beneath this appeared ano- 

ther petticoat ſtiff'ned with whalebone, vulgarly 
called a hoop, which hung ſix inches at leaſt below 
the other; and under this again appeared an under- 
garment of that colour which Ovid intends when he 


lays, 
Qui color albus erat nunc eft contrarius allo. 


She likewiſe diſplayed two pretty feet covered with 
ſilk, and adorned with lace; and tied, the right 
with a. handſome piece of blue ribband ; the left. 
as more unworthy, with a piece of yellow ftuff, 
which ſeemed to have been a ſtrip of her upper-pet- 
ticoat. Such was the lovely creature whom Mr. 
Wild attended. She received him at firſt with ſome 
of that coldneſs which women of ſtrict virtue by a 
commendable, tho* ſometimes painful reſtraint, en- 
join themſelves to their lovers. The ſnuff-box being 
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produced, was at firſt civilly, and indeed, gently 
refuſed ; bur on a ſecond application accepted. The 
tea- table was ſoon called for, at which a diſcourſe 
paſſed between theſe young lovers, which, eould WE 
ſet it down with any accuracy, would be very edif) 

ing as well as entertaining to our reader; let it ſuffice 
then that the wit, together with the beauty of this 
young, creature, fo inflamed the paſſion of Wild, 
which, tho' an honourable ſort of a paſſion, was at 
the ſame time ſo extremely violent, that it tranſported 
him to freedoms too offenſive to the nice chaſtity of 
Lztitia; who was, to confeſs the truth, more in- 
debted to her own ſtrength for the preſervation of 
her virtue, than to the awful reſpect or backwardneſs 
of her lover: he was indeed ſo very urgent in his 
addreſſes, that had he not with many oaths pro- 
miſed her marriage, we could ſcarce have been 
ſtrictly juſtified in calling his paſſion honourable; 
but he was ſo remarkably attached to decency, that 
he never offered any violence to a young lady with- 
out the moſt earneſt promiſes of that kind, theſe 
being, he ſaid, a ceremonial due to female mo- 
deſty, which coſt fo little, and were fo eaſily pro- 
nounced, that the omiſſion could ariſe from nothing 
but the mere wantonneſs of brutality. The lovely 
Lætitia, either out of prudence, or perhaps religion, 
of which ſhe was a liberal profeſſor, was deaf to all 
bis promiſes, and luckily invincible by his force; 
for though ſhe had not yet learnt the art of well 
clenching her fiſt, nature had not however left her 
defenceleſs : for at the ends of her fingers ſhe wore 
arms, which ſhe uſed with ſuch admirable dexterity, 
that the hot blood of Mr. Wild ſoon began to ap- 
pear in ſeveral little ſpots on his face, and his full- 
blown cheeks to reſemble that part which modeſty 
forbids a boy to turn up any where bur in a public 
ſchool, after ſome pedagogue, ſtrong of arm, hath 
exerciſed his talents thereon, Wild now retreated 
| from the conflict, and the victorious Lætitia, with 
8 becoming 


\ 
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becoming triumph and noble ſpirit, cried outs 
P. n your eyes, if this be your way of ſhewing 
« your love, I'Il warrant I gives you enough on't.” 


She then proceeded to talk of her virtue, which 


Wild bid her carry to the devil with her; and thus 
our loyers parted. 


C HRA P. 


A diſcovery of ſome matters concerning the chaſte Lz; 
_ titia, which muſt wonderfully ſurpriſe, and Parbat 
affeft our reader. 


R. Wild was no ſooner departed, than the fair 
conquereſs opening the door of a cloſer, call- 
ed forth a young gentleman, whom ſhe had there 
encloted at the approach of the other. The name 
of this gallant was Tom-Smirk. He was clerk to 
an attorney, and was indeed the greateſt beau, and 
the greateſt favourite of the ladies, at the end of 
the town where he lived. As we take dreſs to be 
the characteriſtic or efficient quality of a beau, we 
ſhall, inſtead of giving any character of this young 
gentleman, content ourſe!ves with deſcribing his 
dreſs only to our readers. He wore, then, a pair 
of white ſtockings on his legs, and pumps on his 
feet: his buckles were a large piece of pinchbeck 
plate, which almoſt covered his whole foot. His 
breeches were of red. pluſh, which hardly reached 
his knees; his waiftcvat was a white demity, richly 
embroidered with yellow filk, over which he wore 
a blue pluſh coat with meta} buttons; 2 ſmart ſleeve, 
and a cape reaching half way down his back. His 
wig was of a brown colour, covering almoſt half 
his pate, on which was hung, on one ſide, a little 
laced hat, bur cocked with great ſmartneſs. Such 
was the accompliſhed Smirk, who, at his iſſuing 
forth from the cloſet, was received with open arms 
by the amiable Lütis. She addreſſed him by the 
Fre | tender 
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438 The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 
tender name of dear Tommy; and told him ſhe 
had diſmiſs'd the odious creature whqm her father 
intended for her huſband, and had now nothing to 
interrupt her happineſs with him. 5 

HERE, reader, thou muſt pardon us if we ſtop a 
while to lament the capriciouſneſs of nature in form- 
ing this charming part of the creation, deſigned to 
complete the happineſs of man; with their ſoft in- 
nocence to allay his ferocity, with their ſprightli- 
neſs to ſoothe his cares, and with their conſtant 
friendſhip to relieve all the troubles and diſappoint- 
ments which can happen to him. Seeing then that 
theſe are the bleſſings chiefly fought after, and gene- 
rally found in every wife, how muſt we lament 
that diſpoſition in theſe lovely creatures, which 
leads them to prefer in their favour thoſe individuals 
of the other ſex, who do not ſeem intended by nature 
as ſo great a maſterpiece. For ſurely, however 
uſeful they may be in the creation, as we are taught 
that nothing, not even a louſe, is made in vain; yet 
theſe beaus, even that moſt ſplendid and honoured 
part, which, in this our iſland, nature loves to diſtin- 
guiſh in red, are not, as ſome think, the nobleſt 
work of the Creator. For my own part, let any 
man chuſe to himſelf two beaus, let them be cap- 
tains or colonels, as well dreſſed men as ever lived, 
J would venture to oppoſe a ſingle Sir Iſaac New- 
ton, a Shakeſpear, a Milton, or perhaps fome few 
others, to both theſe beaus; nay, and | very much 
doubt, whether it had not been better for the world 
in general, that neither of theſe beaus had ever been 
born, than that it ſhould have wanted the benefit 
ariſing to it from the labour of any one of thoſe per- 
ſons. 1 
Ir this be true, how melancholy muſt be the con- 
ſideration, that any ſingle beau, eſpecially if he 
have but half a yard of ribbon in his hat, ſhall 
weigh heavier, in the ſcale of female affection, than 


| twenty Sir Iſaac Newtons. How muſt our reader, 
5 who 
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who perhaps had wiſely accounted for the reſiſt- 
ance which the chaſte Lætitia had made to the vio- 
lent addreſſes of the raviſhed (or rather raviſhing) 
Wild from that lady's impregnable virtue, how 
muſt he bluſh, I ſay, to perceive her quit the 
ſtriftneſs of her carriage, and abandon herſelf to 
thoſe looſe freedoms which ſhe indulged to Smirk. 
But, alas! when we diſcover all, as, to preſerve the 
fidelity of our hiſtory, we muſt, when we relate 
that every familiarity had paſt between them, and 
that the Fair Lætitia (for we mult, in this ſingle 
inſtance, imitate Virgil, where he drops the pius and 
the pater, and drop our favourite epithet of chaſte) 
the Fair Lætitia had, I lay, made Smirk as happy 
as Wild deſired to be, what mult then be our rea- 
der's confuſion? We will, therefore, draw a cur- 
tain over this ſcene, from that philogyny which is 
in us, and proceed to matters, which, inſtead of diſ- 
honouring the human ſpecies, will greatly raiſe and 
enoble it, 


2 


CHAT BL 


Containing as notable inſtances of human greatneſs as 
are to be met with in ancient or modern hiſtory, 
Concluding with ſome wholeſome hints to the gay part 
of mankind. _ | 


W I L D no ſooner parted from the chaſte Læ- 
| titia, than recollecting that his friend the 
Count was returned to his lodgings in the ſame houſe, 
he reſolved to viſit him: for he was none of thalſe 
| half-bred fellows, who are aſhamed to fee their 
friends when they have plundered and betrayed 
them : from which baſe and pitiful temper, many 


monſtrous cruelties have been tranſacted by men, 


who have ſometimes carried their modeſty ſo far as 
to the murder, or utter ruin of thoſe againſt whom 
their conſciences have ſuggeſted to them, that they 
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have committed ſome ſmall treſpaſs, either by the 
debayobing a fri ena 8 wife or daughter, belying or 


triling infance. In our dere there was nothing not 
truly great: he could, without the leaſt abaſhmenr, 
drink a bottle with the man who khew he had the 
moment before picked his pocket; and, when he 
had ſtript him of every thing he had, never deſired 
to do him any farther miſchief; for he carried good- 
nature to that wonderful and uncommon height, 
that he never did a {ingle injury to man or woman, 
by which he himſelf did not expect to reap ſome ad- 
vantage. He would often indeed ſay, that by the 
contrary party men often made a bad bargain with 
the devil, and did his work for 'nothing. 

Our hero found the captive Count, not baſely 
lamenting his ia 8 nor 6 bandoning himſelf to de- 
pair, but, with due relignation, employing himſelf 
in preparing ſeveral packs s of cards for furure exploits. 
The Count, little ſuſpetting that Wild had been 
the ſole contriver of the misfortune which had be- 
fallen him, roſe up, and eagerly embraced him; 
and Wild returned his embrace with equal warmth: 
They were no Jooner ſcated than Wild took an 
occahon, from ſecing the cards lying on the table, 
to inveigh againit gaming, and, with an uſual and 
highly commendabie freedom, after firſt exaggerat- 
ing the diſtreſt cc, in which the Count 
was then involved, imputed all his misfortunes to 
that cur _ itch os f play, which, he ſaid, he conclud- 


and uf Unzvoide bly end in his deſtruction. ' The 
other, with great alcericy, defended his favourite 
amuſement, (or rather „ and having told 
his friend the great focceſs be had after his unluck ily 
quitting the room, acqu ain Go him with the accident 
which followed, od Which the reader, as well as 
Nir. Wild, hath had - ſome intimatien of before; 
adding, however, one cicumſtance not hitherto 
| mentioned, 
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mentioned, viz. that he had defended his money 
with the utmoſt bravery, and had dangerouſly wound- 

ed at leaſt two of the three men that had attacked 
him, This behaviour Wild, who not only knew 
the extreme readineſs with which the booty had been 
delivered, but alſo the conſtant rigidity of the Count's 


courage, highly applauded, and wiſhed he had been 


preſent to aſſiſt him. The Count then proceeded to 
animadvert on the careleſſneſs of the watch; and the 
ſcandal it was to the laws, that honeſt people could 
not walk the ftreets in ſafety; and, after expatiating 


ſome time on that ſubject, he aſked Mr. Wild if 


he ever ſaw fo prodigious a run of luck (for fo he 
choſe to call his winning, though he knew Wild 
was well acquainted with his having loaded dice in 
his pocket) the other anſwered, it was indeed pro- 
digious, and almoſt ſufficient to juſtify any perſon, 
who did not know him better, in ſuſpecting his fair 
play. No man, I believe, dares call that in que- 
ſtion, replied he. No ſurely, fays Wild, you are 
well known to be a man of more honour : bur pray, 
Sir, continued he, did the raſcals rob you of all? 
Every ſhilling, cries the other, with an oath; they 
did not leave me a fingle ſtake. 

Waits they were "thus diſcourſing, Mr. Snap, 
with a gentleman who followed him, introduced 
Mr. Bagthot into the company. It ſeems Mr. Bag- 
mot, immediately after his ſeparation from Mr. 
Wild, returned to the gaming-table, where, having 


ow IS 


truſted to fortune that treaſure which he had pro- 
cered by his induſtry, the faithleſs goddeſs committed 
a breach of truſt, and ſent Mr. Bagſhoc away with as 
empty pockets as are to be found in any laced coat 
in the kingdom. Now, as that gentleman was walk - 
ing to a certain reputable bouſe or ſhed in Covent- 
Garden market, he fortuned to meet with Mr. Snap, 
who had juſt returned from conveying the Count to 
his lodgings, and was then walking to and tro before 
the Kamine Raul door; for you are to know, my 
TO goud 
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good reader, if you have never been a man of wit 
and pleaſure about town, that as the voractous pike 
heth ſnug under ſome weed before the mouth of any 
of thoſe little ſtreams which diſcharge themſelves into 
a large river, waiting for the ſmall fry which iſſue 
thereout; fo hourly before the door or mouth of 
theſe gaming-houſes doth Mr. Snap, or ſome other 
gentleman of his occupation, attend the iſſuing forth 
of the ſmall fry of young gentlemen, to whom they 
deliver little ſlips of parchment, containing invita- 
tions of the ſaid gentlemen to their houſes, together 
with one Mr. John Doe, a perſon whoſe company 
is in great requeſt, Mr. Snap, among many others 
of theſe billets, happened to have one directed to Mr. 
Bagſhot, being at the ſuit or ſolicitation of one Mrs. 
Anne Sample, Spinſter, at whoſe houſe the ſaid Bag- 
ſhot had lodged ſeveral months, and whence he had 
inad vertently departed without taking a formal leave; 
on which account Mrs. Anne had taken this method 
of ſpeaking with him. 

MR. Snap's houſe being now very full of good 
company, he was obliged to introduce Mr. Bagſhot 
into the Count's apartment, it being, as he ſaid, the 
only chamber he had to lock up in. Mr. Wild no 
fooner faw his friend than he ran eagerly to embrace 
him, and immediately preſented him to the Count, 
who received him with great civility, 

CHAP. a 
Further particulars relating to Miſs Tiſhy, which per- 
haps may not greatly ſurpriſe after the former. The 
deſcription of a very fine gentleman. And a dialogue 


between Wild and the Count, in which public virtue 

7s juſt hinted at, with, &c. 
M R. Snap had turned the key a very few minutes 
before a ſervant of the family, called Mr, 


* This 15 a fictitious name which is put into every writ; for 
what 188 the lawyers beſt know. 


Bagſhot 
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Bagſhot out of the room, telling him, there was a - 
perſon below who deſired to ſpeak with him; and 
this was no other than Miſs Lætitia Snap, whoſe 
admirer Mr. Bagſhot had long been, and in whoſe 
tender breaſt his paſſion had raiſed a more ardent 
flame than that of any of his rivals had been able to 
raiſe. Indeed ſhe was ſo extremely fond of this 
youth, that ſhe often confeſſed to her female confi- 
dents, if ſhe could ever have liſtened to the thought 
of living with any one man, Mr. Bagſhot was he. 
Nor was ſhe ſingular in this inclination, many other 
young ladies being her rivals in this lover, who had 
all the great and noble qualifications neceſſary to form 
a true gallant, and which nature is ſeldom fo extreme- 
ly bountiful as to indulge to any one perſon. We 
will endeavour, however, to deſcribe them all with 
as much exactneſs as poſſible. He was then ſix feet 
high, had large calves, broad ſhoulders, a ruddy 
complexion, with brown curled hair, a modeſt aſ- 
ſurance, and clean linen. He had indeed, it muſt 
be confeſſed, ſome ſmall deficiencies to counterba- 
Jance theſe heroic qualities; for he was the ſillieſt 
fellow in the world, could neither write nor read, 
nor had he a ſingle grain or ſpark of honour, honeſty, 
or good: nature, in his whole compoſition. 
As ſoon as Mr. Bagſhot had quitted the room, the 
Count, taking Wild by the hand, told him he had 
ſomething to communicate to him of very great im- 
portance: *I am very well convinced, ſaid he, that 
& Bagſhot is the perſon who robbed me.” Wild 
arid with great amazement at this diſcovery, and 
anſwered with a moſt ſerious countenance, © I adviſe 
you to take care how you calt any ſuch reflections 
% on a man of Mr. Bagſhot's nice honour; for I 
am certain he will not bear it. D—n his honour,” 
quoth the enraged Count, * nor can 1 bear being 
% robbed; I will apply to a juſtice of peace.” Wild 
replied with great indignation, © Since you dare 
op Entertain ſuch a ſuſpicion — my friend, I will 
« henceforth 
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* henceforth diſclaim all acquaintance with you. 
Mr. Bagſhot is a man of honour, and my friend, 
« and conſequently it is impoſſible he ſhould be 
« cuilty of a bad action.“ He added much more 
to the ſame purpoſe, which had not the expected 
weight with the Count; for the latter ſeemed till 
certain as to the perſon, and reſolute in applying for 
juſtice, which, he ſaid, he thought he owed to the 
public; as wel] as to kim Wild then changed 
his countenance into a kind of deriſion, and ſpoke 
as follows: Suppoſe it ſhould be poſſible that Mr. 
* Bagſhot had, in à frolic, (for 1 will call it no 
other) taken this method of borrowing your mo- 
** ney, what will you get by proſecuting him? Not 
your money again; for you hear he was ſtript at the 
25 gaming- table; 5 (of which Bagſhot had, during 
their ſnort confabulation, informed them) “ you will 
<« get then an opportunity of being {till more out of 
* pocket by the proſecution. Another advantage 
% you may promiſe yourſelf, is the being blown up 
« at every gaming-houſe i in town, for that I will aſ- 
« ſure you of; and then much good may it do you, 
* to {it down with the ſatisfaction of having diſ- 
charged what it ſcems you owe the public. 1 am 
ee aſhamed of my own diſcernment, when I miftook 
you for a great man. Would it not be better for 
«« you to receive part (perhaps all) of your money 
< again by a wiſe concealment; for however * ſecdy 
„ Mr. Bagſhot may be now, if he hath really played 
« this frolic with you, you may believe he will play 
„it with others, and when he is in caſh, you may 
depend on a reſtor ation; the law will be always in 
« your power, and that is the laſt remedy which a 
„ brave or a wiſe man would reſort to. Leave the 
* affair therefore to me; I will examine Bagſhot, 


and if I find he hath played you this trick, 1 will 
Poor. 


Ec | 
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« engage my own honour, you ſhall in the end be no 
tc joler.” The Count anſwered: © If I was ſure 
** to be no loſer, Mr. Wild, I apprehend you have a 
better opinion of my underſtanding than to ima- 
« gine I would proſecute a gentleman for the ſake of 
* the public. Theſe are fooliſh words of courle, 
* which we learn a ridiculous habit of ſpeaking, and 
c will often break from us without any delign or 
„ meaning. I aſſure you, all I deſire is a reimburſes 
« ment, and if I can by. your means obtain that, 
© the public may—” concluding with a phraſe too 
coarſe to be inſerted in a hiſtory of this kind, 

Trey were now informed that dinner was ready, 
and the company aſſembled below ſtairs, whither 
the reader may, if he pleaſe, attend theſe gentle- 
men. 

Turk ſat down at the table Mr. Snap, and the 
two Miſs Snaps, his daughters, Mr. Wild the elder, 
Mr. Wild the younger, the Count, Mr. Bagſhot, 
and a grave gentleman, who had formerly had the 
honour of carrying arms in a regiment of foot, and 
who was now engaged in the office (perhaps a more 
profitable one) of aſſiſting or following Mr. Snap in 
the execution of the laws of his country. 

Nor H&S very remarkable paſſed at dinner. The 
converſation (as is uſual in polite company) rolled 
chiefly on what they were then eating, and what they 
had lately eaten. In this the military gentleman, Who 
had ſerved in Irtland, gave them a very particular 
account of a new manner of roaſting potatoes, and 
others gave an account of other dithes. In ſhorty 
an indifterent byſtander would have concluded from 
their diſcourſe, that they had all come into this world 
for no other purpoſe than to fill their bellies; and 
Indeed, if this was not the chief, it is probable it was 
the moſt innocent deſign nature had in their forma- 
tion. 

As ſoon as 10 diſb was removed, and the ladies 
retircd, the Count propoled a game at hazard, which 

WS 
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was immediately aſſented to by the whole company, 
and thedice being immediately brought in, the Count 
took up the box, and demanded who would ſet him : 
to which no one made any anſwer, imagining per- 
haps the Count's pockets to be more empty than 
they were; for, in reality, that gentleman (not- 
withſtanding what he had heartily ſwore to Mr. Wild) 
had, ſince his arrival at Mr. Snap's, conveyed a 
piece of plate to pawn, by which means he had fur- 
niſhed himſelf with ten guineas. The Count, there- 
fore, perceiving this backwardneſs in his friends, 
and probably ſomewhat gueſling at the cauſe of it, 
took the ſaid guineas out of his pocket, and threw 
them on the table; when lo! (ſuch is the force of 
example) all the reſt began to produce their funds, 
and immediately, a conſiderable ſum glittering! in their 
eyes, the game began. 


CHAP. XII. 


A chapter, of which wwe are extremely vain ; and which 
indeed we look on as our Chef d' Oeuvre, containing 
a wonderful ſicry concerning the devil, and as nice 


a ſcene of honour as ever happened. 
M* reader, I believe, even if he be a game- 
ſter, would not thank me for an exact rela- 
tion of every man's ſucceſs; let it ſuffice then that 
they played til] the whole money vaniſhed from the 
table. Whether the devil himſelf carried it away, as 
ſome ſuſpected, I will not determine; but very ſur- 
priſing it was, that every perſon proteſted he had 
loſt, nor could any one gueſs who, unleſs the devil, 
had won. | 
Bur though very probable it is, that this arch 
fiend had ſome ſhare in the booty, it is likely he 
had not all; Mr. Bagſhot being imagined to be a 
conſiderable winner, notwithſtanding his aſſertions 


to the contrary; for he was ſeen by ſeveral to con- 
| | vey 
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vey money often into his pocket; and what is {till 
a little ſtronger preſumption 1s, that the grave gentle- 
man, whom we have mentioned to have ſerved his 
country in two honourable capacities, not being wil- 
ling to truſt alone to the evidence of his eyes, had 
frequently dived into the ſaid Bagſhot's pocket, 
whence (as he tells us in the apology for his life af- 
terwards publiſhed *) tho? he might extract a few 
pieces, he was very ſenſible he had left many behind. 

 Txsx gentleman had long indulged his curioſity 
in this way before Mr. Bagſhot, in the heat of gam- 
ing, had perceived him: but as Bagſhot was now 
leaving off play, he diſcovered this ingenious feat 
of dexterity; upon which, leaping up from his 
chair in a violent paſſion, he cried out, ** I thought 
„ had been among gentlemen, and men of honour, 
but; e n me, 1 find we have a pickpocket in 
„ company.” The ſcandalous ſound of this word 
extremely alarmed the whole board, nor did they 
all ſhew leſs ſurpriſe than the Conv——1x (whoſe 
not ſitting of late is much lamented) would expreſs 
at hearing there was an Atheiſt in the room : but 
it more particularly affected the gentleman at whom 
it was levelled, though it was not addreſſed to him. 
He likewiſe ſtarted from his chair, and, with a fierce 
countenance and accent, ſaid, Do you mean me? 
«© D—n your eyes, you are a raſcal and a ſcoundrel.“ 
Thoſe words would have been immediately ſucceed- 
ed by blows, had not the company interpoſed, and 
with ſtrong arm withheld the two antagoniſts from 
each other. It was however along time before they 
could be prevailed on to {it down; which being at 


laſt happily brought about, Mr. Wild the elder, 


Nor 1 book by itſelf, in imitation of ſome other ſuch per- 


ſons, but in the ordinary's account, &c. where all the apologies 


for the lives of rogues and whores, which have been publiſhed 
within theſe twenty years, ſhould have been inſerted. 
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who was a well-diſpoſed old man, adviſed them to 
ſhake hands and be friends; but the gentleman, who 
had received the firſt affront, abſolutely refuſed it; 
and ſwore, He would have the villain's blood. Mr, 
Snap highly applauded the reſolution, and affirmed 
that the affront was by no means to be put up by 
any who bore the name of a gentleman, and that 
unleſs his friend reſented it properly, he would never 
execute another warrant in his company z that he 
had always looked upon him as a man of honour, 
and doubted not but he would prove himſelf ſo; 
and that, if it was his own caſe, nothing ſhould per- 
ſuade him to put vp ſuch an affront without proper 
ſatisfaction. The Count likewiſe ſpoke on the ſame 
fide, and the parties themſelves muttered ſeveral 
ſhort ſentences, purporting their intentions. At laſt 
Mr. Wild, our hero, riſing {lowly from his feat, and 
having fixed the attention of all preſent, began as 
follows: *I have heard with infinite pleaſure every 
thing which the two gentlemen who ſpoke laſt 
& have ſaid with relation to honour, nor can any 
e man poſiibly entertain a higher and nobler ſenſe 
& of that word, nor a greater eſteem of its ineſti- 
e mable value than myfelf. If we have no name 
« to expreſs it by in our Cant Dictionary, it were 
„ well to be wiſhed we had, It is indeed the eſſen- 
5 tia! quality of a gentieman, and which no man 
ce who ever was great in the field, or on the road; 
© (as Others expreſs it) can poſſibly be without. 
„ But alas! Gentlemen, what pity is it, that a- 
Word of ſuch ſovereign uſe and virtue ſhould 
& have io uncertain and various an application, that 
& ſcarce two people mean the ſame thing by it? 
& Do not ſome by honour mean good- nature and 
+ humanicy, waich weak minds call virtues? How 
then! Muſt we deny it to the great, the brave, the 
& noble; to the ſackers of towns, the plunderers of 
* provinces, and the conquerors of Kingdoms ? 


„ Were not theſe men of honour? and yet they 
& {corned 
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ſcorned thoſe pitiful qualities I have mentioned. 
Again, ſome few (or I am miſtaken) include the 


idea of honeſty in their honour. And ſhall we 
then ſay, that no man who withholds from an- 
otber what law, or juſtice perhaps, calls his own, 
or who greatly and boldly deprives him of factr 


property, is a man of honour ? Heaven forbid I 
ſhould ſay ſo in this, or, indeed, in any other 
good company. Is hanour truth ? No, it is not 


in the lie's going from us, but in its coming to 
us our honour is injured. Doth it then conſiſt 


in what the yulgar call cardinal virtues ? It would 


be an affront to your underſtandings to ſuppoſe 


it, ſince we ſee every day ſo many men of honour 
without any, In what then doth the word honour 


conſiſt ? Why in elf alone. A man of honour 


is he that is called a man of honour; and while 


be is fo called, he ſo remains, and no longer. 


Think nor any thing a man commits can forfeit 


his honour. Look abroad into the world, the 
PRIOG while he flouriſhes is a man of honour ; 
when in gaol, at the bar, or the tree, he is ſo no 
longer. And why is this diſtinction? Not from 
his actions; for thoſe are often as well known in 


his flouriſhing eſtate, as they are afterwards ; but 


becauſe men, I mean theſe of his own party, or 


call him a man of honour in the former, 


and ceaſe to call him ſo in the latter condition. 


Let us ſee then; how hath Mr. Bagſhot injured 
the gentleman's honour ? Why, he hath called 
him a pickpocket; and that, probably, by a 


ſevere conſtruction, and a long round-about way 


of reaſoning, may ſeem a little to derogate from 


his honour, if conſidered in a very mice ſenſe. 


Admitting it, therefore, for argument's ſake, to 
be ſome ſmall imputation on his hogour, let Mr. 
Bagſhot give him ſatisfaction; let him doubly 


and triply repair this oblique injury by directly 
en that he believes RE is à man of henour.” 
Vol. III. G g | The: 
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The gentleman anſwered, he was content to refer it 
to Mr. Wild, and whatever ſatisfaction he thought 
ſufficient, he would accept. Let him give me my 
money again firſt, ſaid Bagſhot, and then I will call 
him a man of honour with all my heart. The gen- 
tleman then proteſted he had not any, which Snap 
ſeconded, 'declaring he had his eyes on him all the 
while; but Bagſhot remained ſti} - unſatisfied, till 
- Wild, rapping out a hearty oath, ſwore he had not 
taken a ſingle farthing, adding, that whoever aſſert- 
ed the contrary+gave him the lie, and he would re- 
ſent it. And now, ſuch was the aſcendency of this 
Great Man, that Bagſhot immediately acquieſced, 
and performed the ceremonies required: and thus, 
by the exquilite addreſs of our hero, this quarrel, 
a which had fo fatal an aſpect, and which between two 
erſons ſo extremely jealous of their honour, would 
moſt certainly have produced very COT + conſe- 
| quences, was happily concluded. 
Ma. Wild was indeed a little intereſted in this 
affair, as he himſelf had ſet the gentleman to work, 
and had received the greateſt part of the booty : 
and as to Mr. Snap's depoſition in his favour, it was 
the uſual height to which the ardour of that worthy 
perſon's friendſhip too frequently hurried him. It 
was his conſtant maxim, That he was a pitiful fe} 
low who would ons at a little * Rappen for his 


friend. 
CHAP. XIV. 
In which tbe 1 of GREAT 285 10 continued. 


M AT T ERS bein thus reconciled, and the 
gaming over, from reaſons before hinted, 


the 9 * to drink about with the ut- 


Rapping is a cant term for perjury, 


moſt 
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moſt cheerfulneſs and friendſhip ; drinking healths, 
ſhaking hands, and profeſſing the moſt perfect 
affection for each other. All which were not in the 
leaſt interrupted by ſome deſigns which they then 
agitated in their minds, and which they intended 
to execute as ſoon as the liquor had prevailed over 
ſome of their underſtandings. Bagſhot and the gen- 
tleman intending to rob each other; Mr. Snap and 
Mr. Wild the elder, meditating what other creditors 
they could find out, to charge the gentleman then in 
cuſtody with: the Count hoping to renew the play, 
and Wild our hero laying a deſign to put Bagſhot 
out of the way, or, as the yulgar expreſs it, to hang 
him with the firſt opportunity. But none of theſe 

reat deſigns could at preſent be put in execution, 
for Mr. Snap being ſoon after ſummoned abroad on 
buſineſs of great moment, which required likewiſe 
the aſſiſtance of Mr. Wild the elder, and his other 
friend, and as he did not care to truſt to. the nimble- 
neſs of the Count's heels, of which he had already 
had ſome experience, he declared he muſt Jock up for 
that evening. Here, reader, if thou pleaſeſt, as we 
are in no great haſte, we will ſtop and make a ſimile. 
As when their lap 1s finiſhed, the cautious huntſman 
to their kennel gathers the nimble-footed hounds; 
they with lank ears and tails ſlouch ſullenly on, whilſt 
he with his whippers-in follows cloſe to their heels, 
regardleſs of their dogged humour, till having ſeen 
them ſafe within the door, he turns the key, and 
then retires to whatever bulinels or pleaſure calls him 
thence: ſo, with Jowring countenance, and re- 
luctant ſteps, mounted the Count and Bagſhot to 
their chamber, or rather kennel, whither they were 
attended by Snap, and thoſe who followed him, and 
where Snap having ſeen them depoſited, very con- 
tentedly locked the door and departed. And now, 
reader, we will, in imitation of the truly laudable 
cuſtom of the world, leave theſe our good friends 
to deliver themſelves as they can, and purſue the 
| . | thriving 
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thriving fortunes of Wild our hero, who with that 
great averſion to ſatisfaction and content, which is 
Inſeparably incident to great minds, began to enlarge 
his views with his proſperity: for this reſtleſs ami- 
able diſpoſition, this noble avidity which increaſes 
with feeding, is the firſt principle or conſtituent 
quality of theſe our great men; to whom, in their 
paſſage on to greathets, it happens as to a traveller 
over the Alps, or, if this be à too far- fetched ſimile, 
to one who travels weſtward other the hills near Bath, 
where the ſimile was indeed made. He ſees not the 
end of his journey at once; but paffing on from 
ſcheme wo chem, and from hill to hill, with noble 
conſtancy, reſolving ſtill to attain the ſummit on 
which he hath fixed his eye, however dirty the 
roads may be through which he ſtruggles, he at 
length arrives at——ſome vile inn, where he finds 
no kind of entertainment nor conveniency for re- 
pole. I fancy, reader, if thou haſt ever travelled 
in theſe roads, one part of my ſimile is ſufficiently 
apparent, (and indeed, in all thefe illuſtrations, one 
Tide is generally much more apparent than the 
other) but, believe me, if the other doth not fo evi- 
dently appear to thy ſatisfaction, it is from no other 
reaſon, than becauſe thou art unacquainted with 
theſe Great Men, and haft not had ſufficient in- 
ſtruction, leiſure, or opportunity to confider what 
happens to thoſe who purſue what is generally un- 
derſtood by Gn EATNESSͤ : for ſurely, if thou hadft 
animadverted not only on the many perils to which 
Great Men are daily liable while they are in their 
progrefs, but hadft diſcerned, as it were through a 
microſcope (for it is inviſible to the naked eye) that 
diminutive ſpeck of happineſs which they attain even 
in the conſummation of their wiſhes, thou wouldſt 
Jament with me the unhappy fate of theſe Great 
Men, on whom nature hath ſer ſo ſuperior a mark, 
That the reſt of mankind are born for their uſe and 
emolument only, and be apt to cry out, It is pity 
- 1 Mo: 4 that 
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„ that Thos r, for whoſe pleaſure and profit man- 
4 kind ate to labour and ſweat, to be hacked and 
“ hewed, to be pillaged, plupdered, and every 
« way deſtroyed, ſhould reap ſo LITTLE adyantage 
„ from all the miſeries they occaſion to others,” 
For my part, I own myſelf of that humble kind 
of 3 who conſider themſelves born for the 
behoof of ſome great man or other, and could I be- 
hold his happincls carved out of the labour and ruin 
of a thouſand ſuch reptiles as myſelf, I might with 
ſatisfaction exclaim, Sic, fic juvat: but when I be- 
hold one Great Man ſtarving with hunger, and 
freezing with cold, in the midſt of fifty thouſand, 
who are ſuffering the ſame evils for his diverſion; 
when I ſee another, whoſe own mind is a more 
abject ſlave to his own greatneſs, and is more tor- 
tured and racked by it than thoſe of all his vaſſals: 
laſtly, when I conſider whole nations rooted out 
only to bring tears into the eyes of a Great Man, 
not indeed becauſe he hath extirpated ſo many, but 
becauſe he had no more nations to extirpate, then 
truly I am almoſt inclined to wiſh that nature had 
ſpared us this her MasrERPIECE, and that no 

GREAT Man had ever been born into the world. 
Bor to proceed with our hiſtory, which will, we 
hope, 14 much better leſſons, and more in- 
ſtructive than any we can preach: Wild was no 
ſooner retired to a night-cellar, than he began to 
reflect on the ſweets he had that day enjoyed from 
the labours of others, viz. Firſt, from Mr. Bag- 
ſhor, who had for his uſe robbed the Count; and, 
Secondly, from the gentleman, who for the fame 
good purpoſe had picked the pocket of Bagſhor. 
He then proceeded to reaſon thus with himſclt : 
« The art of policy is the art of multiplication ; the 
degrees of greatneſs being conſtituted by thoſe 
« two little words More and Teſs. Mankind are firſt 
properly to be conſidered under two grand di- 
viſions, thoſe that uſe their own hands, and thoſe 
GJ” « who 
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who employ the hands of others. The former 
are the baſe and rabble; the latter, the genteel 

art of the creation. The mercantile part of the 
world, therefore, wiſely uſe the term employing 
hands, and juſtly prefer each other, as they em- 
ploy more or fewer; for thus one merchant ſays 
he is greater than another, becauſe he employs 
more hands. And now indeed the merchant 
ſhould ſeem to challenge ſome character of great- 
neſs, did we not neceſſarily come to a ſecond di- 
viſion, viz. Of thoſe who employ hands for the 
uſe of the community in which they live, and of 
thoſe who employ hands merely for their own uſe, 
without any regard to the benefit of ſociety. Of 
the former ſort are the yeoman, the manufacturer, 
the merchant, and, perhaps, the gentleman. The 
firſt of theſe being to manure and cultivate his 
native ſoil, and to employ hands to produce the 
fruits of the earth. The ſecond being to improve 
them by employing hands likewiſe, and to pro- 
duce from them thoſe uſeful commodities, which 
ſerve as well for the conveniencies as neceſſaries of 
life. The third is to employ bands for the expor- 
tation of the redundance of our own commodities, 
and to exchange them with the redundances of 
foreign nations, that thus every ſoil and every 
climate may enjoy the fruits of the whole earth. 
The gentleman is, by employing hands likewiſe, 
to embelliſh his country with the improvement 
of arts and ſciences, with the waking and exe- 
cuting good and wholeſome laws for the preſerva- 
tion of property, and the diſtribution of juſtice, 
and in ſeveral other manners to be uſeful to ſo- 
ciety. Now we come to the ſecond part of this 
diviſion, viz. Of thoſe who employ hands for their 
own uſe only: and this is that noble and great part, 
who are generally diſtinguiſhed into Conquerors, 


abſolute Princes, Stateſmen, and Prigs *. Now all 


P14 hieyes, 


0 theſe 
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< theſe differ from each other in greatneſs only, as 
<« they employ more or fewer hands. And Alex- 
c ander the Great was only greater than a captain 
£ of one of the Tartarian or Arabian hords, as he 
« was at the head of a larger number. In what then 
<« 1s a ſingle Prig inferior to any other great Man, 
« but becauſe he employs his own hands only; for 
< he is not on that account to be levelled with the 
<« baſe and vulgar, becauſe he employs his hands 
« for his own uſe only. Now, ſuppoſe a Prig had 
* as many tools as any prime miniſter ever had, 
e would he. not be as great as any prime miniſter 
* whatſoever? Undoubtedly he would. What then 
« have I to do in the purſuit of greatneſs, but to 
< procure a gang, and to make the uſe of this gang 
« .center in myſelf, This gang ſhall rob for me 


only, receiving very moderate rewards for their 


« actions; out of this gang I will prefer to my 
« favour the boldeſt and moſt iniquitous (as the 
« vulgar expreſs it); the reſt I will, from time 
< to time, as I ſee occaſion, tranſport and hang at 
* my pleaſure; and thus (which I take to be the 
e higheſt excellence of a Prig) convert thoſe laws 
« which are made for the benefit and cen of 
&« ſociety, to my ſingle uſe.” 

Having thus preconceived his ſcheme, he ſaw 
nothing wanting to put it in immediate execution, 
but that which is indeed the beginning as well as 
the end of all human devices: I mean money. Of 
which commodity he was poſſeſſed of no more than 
ſixty- five guineas, being all that remained from the 
a benefits he had made of Bagſhot, and which 
did not ſeem ſufficient to furniſh his houſe, and every 
other convenience neceſſary for ſo grand an under- 
taking. He reſolved therefore to go immediately 
to the gaming-houſe, which was then fitting, not ſo 


much with an intention of truſting to fortune, as to 


play the ſurer care of attacking the winner in his 
way home. On his arrival, however, he thought 
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he might as well try his ſucceſs at the dice, and re- 
ſerve the other recourſe as his laſt expedient. He 
accordingly ſat down to play, and, as fortune, no 
more than others of her ſex, is obſerved to diſtribute 
her favours with ftri&t regard to great mental en- 
dowments, ſo our hero loſt every farthing in his 
pocket. This loſs however he bore with great con- 
ſtancy of mind, and with as great compoſure of 
aſpect. To ſay truth, he confidered the money as 
only lent for a ſhort time, or rather indeed as depo- 
fited with a banker. He then reſolved to have im- 
mediate recourſe to his ſurer ſtratagem; and caſting | 
his eyes round the room, he ſoon perceived a gen- 
tleman fitting in a diſconſolate poſture, who ſeemed 
a proper inſtrument or tool for his purpoſe. In 
ſhort, (to be as conciſe as poſſible in theſe leaſt ſnin- 
ing parts of our hiſtory) Wild accoſted this man, 
ſounded him, found him fit to execute, propoſed 
the matter, received a ready aſſent, and having fixed 
on the perſon who ſeemed that evening the greateſt 
favourite of fortune, they poſted themſelves in the 
moſt proper place to ſurpriſe the enemy as he was 
retiring to his quarters, where he was ſoon attacked, 
ſubdued, and plundered ; but indeed of no conſi- 
derable booty ; for it ſeems this gentleman played 
on a common ſtock, and had depoſited his winnings 
at the ſcene of action; nor nad he any more than 
two ſhillings in his pocket when he was attacked, 
Tris was fo cruel a diſappointment to Wild, and 
fo ſenſibly affects us, as no doubt it will the reader; 
that, as it muſt diſqualify us both from proceeding 
any farcher at preſent, we will now take a little 
breath; and therefore we ſhall here cloſe this book, 
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CHAP. I. 


Chard ters" of fi 720 ger, with the proper os for 
which ſuch are deſigned. 


N E reaſon why we choſe to end our firſt 


book, as we did; with the laſt chapter was, 


that we are now obliged to produce two 
characters of a ſtamp entirely different from what 
we have hitherto dealt in. Theſe perſons are of that 
pitiful order of mortals, who are in contempt called 
Good-natured ; being indeed ſent into the world by 
nature, with the ſame deſign with which men put 
little fiſh into a pike-pond, in order to be devoured 
by that voracious vater hero. 
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Bur to proceed with our hiſtory, Wild having 
ſhared the booty in much the ſame manner as before, 


7.e. taken three-fourths of it, amounting to eighteen- 


pence, was now retiring to reſt, in no very happy 
mood, when by accident he met a young fellow 
who had formerly been his companion, and indeed 
mtimate friend, at ſchool, It hath been thought 
that friendſhip is uſually nurſed by ſimilitude of 
manners; but the contrary had been the caſe be- 


tween theſe lads : for whereas Wild was rapacious 


and intrepid, the other had always more regard for 


his ſkin than his money; Wild therefore had very 
generouſly compaſſionated this defect in his ſchool- 


fellow, and had brought him off from many 
ſcrapes, into moſt of which he had firſt drawn him, 
by taking the fault and whipping to himſelf. He 
had always indeed been well paid on ſuch occaſions; 
but there are a ſort of people, who, together with 


the beſt of the bargain, will be ſure to have the 


obligation too on their fide; fo it had happened 
here: for this poor lad conſidered himſelf in 
the higheſt degree obliged to Mr. Wild, and had 
contracted a very great eſteem and friendſhip for 
him; the traces of which, an abſence of many years 
had not in the leaſt effaced in his mind. He no 
ſooner knew Wild therefore, than he accoſted him 
in the moſt friendly manner, and invited him home 
with him to breakfaſt, (it being now near nine in 
the morning) which invitation our hero with no great 
difficulty conſented to. This young man, who was 
about Wild's age, had ſome time before ſet up in 
the trade of a jeweller, in the materials or ſtock for 
which, he had laid out the greateſt part of a little 
fortune, and had married a very agreeable woman 
for love, by whom he then bad two children. As 
our reader is to be more acquainted with this perſon, 
it may not be improper to open ſomewhat of his 
1 oa as a kind of 
foil to the noble and great diſpoſition of our hero, 
| and 


Jo 
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and as the one ſeems ſent into this world as a proper 
object on which the talents of the other were to be 
diſplayed with a proper and juſt ſucceſs. 

Ms. Thomas Heartfree then (for that was his 
name) was of an honeſt and open diſpoſition. He 
was of that ſort of men, whom experience only, 
and not their own natures, muſt inform, that there 
are ſuch things as deceit and hypocriſy in the world 
and who, conſequently, are not at five and twenty 
as difficult to be impoſed upon as the oldeſt and 
moſt ſubtile. He was poſſeſſed of ſeveral great 
weakneſſes of mind; being good-natured, friendly, 
and generous to a great exceſs. He had indeed too 
little regard to common Juſtice, for he had forgiven 
ſome debts to his acquaintance, only becauſe they 
could not pay him; and had entruſted a bankrupt 
on his ſetting up a ſecond time, from having been con- 
vinced, that he had dealt in his bankruptcy with a 
fair and honeſt heart, and that he had broke through 
misfortune only, and not from neglect or impoſture. 
He was withal ſo ſilly a fellow, that he never took 
the leaſt advantage of the ignorance of his cuſtomers, 
and contented himſelf with very moderate gains on 
his goods; which he was the better enabled to do, 
notwithſtanding his generoſity, becauſe his life was 
extremely temperate, his expences being ſolely con- 
| fined to the cheerful entertainment of his friends at 
home, and now and then a moderate glaſs of wine, 
in which he indulged himſelf in the company of 
his wife, who, with an agreeable perſon, was a 
mean-ſpirited, poor, domeſtic, low-bred animal, 
who confined herſelf moſtly to the care of her family, 
placed her happineſs in her huſband and her chil- 
dren; followed no expenſive faſhions or diverſions, 
and indeed rarely went abroad, unleſs to return the 
viſits of a few plain neighbours, and twice a year 
afforded herſelf, in company with her huſband, the 
_ diverſion of a play, where ſhe never fat in a higher 
place than the pit, 

To 
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Io this filly woman did this filly fellow introduce 
the GRrAT Wilp, informing her at the ſame time 
of their ſchool-acquaintance, and the many obli- 
gatians he had received from him. This ſimple 
woman no ſooner heard her huſband had been obliged 
to her gueſt, than her eyes ſparkled on him with a 
benevolence, which is an emanation from the heart, 
and of which great and noble minds, whole hearts 
never {well but with an injury, can have no very 
adequate idea ; it is therefore no wonder that our 
hero ſhould miſconſtrue, as he did, the poor, inno- 
cent, and ſimple affection of Mrs. Heartfree to- 
wards her huſband's friend, for that great and ge- 
nerous paſſion, which fires the eyes of a modern 
heroine, when the colonel is ſo kind as to indulge 
his city creditor with partaking of his table to-day, 
and of his bed to-morrow. Wild therefore inſtantly 
returned the compliment, as he underſtood it, with 
his eyes, and preſently after beſtowed many enco- 
miums on her beauty, with which perhaps ſhe, who 
was a woman, though a good one, and miſappre- 
hended the deſign, was not diſpleaſed any more than 
the huſband. 
 Wuzn breakfaſt was ended, and the wife retired 
to her houſehold affairs, Wild, who had a quick diſ- 
cernment into the weakneſles of men, and who, be- 
fides the knowledge of his good (or fooliſh) diſpoſi- 
tion when a boy, had now diſcovered ſeveral ſparks 
of goodneſs, friendſhip, and generoſity in his friend, 
began to diſcourſe over the accidents which had hap- 
pened in their childhood, and took frequent occa- 
ſions of reminding him of choſe favours which we have 
before mentioned his having conferred on him; he 
then proceeded to the moſt vehement profeſſions of 
friendſhip, and to the moſt ardent expreſſions of joy in 
this renewal of their acquaintance, He at laſt told 
him with great ſeeming pleaſure, that he believed he 
had an opportunity of ſerving him by the recom- 
menzation of a gentleman to his cuſtom, who was 
3 then 
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then on the brink of marriage, and, if he be not al- 

ready engaged, I will,“ ſays he, endeavour to 
“prevail on him to furniſh his oy with Jewels at 
% your ſhop.” | 

 HEeaRTFREE was not 3 in thanks to our 
hero, and, after many earneſt ſolicitations to din- 
ner, which were refuſed, they parted for the firſt 
time. 

Bor here, as it occurs to our memory, that our 
readers may be ſurpriſed (an accident which ſome- 
times happens in hiſtories of this kind) how Mr. 
Wild the elder, in his preſent capacity, ſhould have 
been able to maintain his ſon at a repmable ſchool, 
as this appears to have been, it may be neceſſary 
to inform him, that Mr. Wild himſelf was then a 
tradeſman in good buſineſs; but, by misfortunes 
in the world, to wit, extravagance and gaming, he 
had reduced himſelf to that honourable occupation 
which we have formerly mentioned. 

Havine cleared up this doubt, we will now pur- 
fue our hero, who forthwith repaired to the Count, 
and having firſt ſettled prehminary articles concern- 
ing diſtributions, he acquainted him with the ſcheme” 
which he had formed againſt Heartfree; and after 
_ conſulting proper methods to put it in execution, 

they began to concert meaſures for the enlargement 
of the Count; on which the firſt, and indeed only 
int to be conſidered, was to raiſe money, not to 
pay his debts, for that would have required an im- 
menſe ſum, and was contrary to his inclination or 
intention, but to procure him bail; for as to his 
eſcape, Mr. Snap had taken ſuch precautions that it 


appeared abſolutely impolible, 
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CHAP. II. 


Great examples of Gararwess in Wild, ſewn as 
ell by his behaviour to Bagſhot, as in a ſcheme 
laid firſt to impoſe on Heartfree by means of the 
Count, and then to cheat the Count of the booty. 


\ ILD undertook, therefore, to extract ſome 


money from Bagſhot, who, notwithſtanding 
the depredations made on him, had carried off a 
pretty conſiderable booty from their engagement at 
dice the preceding day. He found Mr. Bagſhot 
in expectation of his bail, and, with a countenance 
full of concern, which he could at any time, with 
wonderful art, put on, told him, that all was diſ- 
covered; that the Count knew him, and intended 
to proſecute him for the robbery, had not I exerted 
- (faid he) my utmoſt intereſt, and with great difficul- 
ty prevailed on him in caſe you refund the money 
Refund the money! cry'd Bagſhot, that is in your 
% power: for you know what an inconſiderable part 
« of it fell to my ſhare. How! replied Wild, is 


“ this your gratitude to me for ſaving your life? 


% For your own conſcience muſt convince you of 
% your guilt, and with how much certainty the gen- 
% tleman can give evidence againſt you. Marry 


come up, quoth Bagſhot, 1 believe my life alone 


e will not be in danger. I know thoſe who are as 
« ouilty as myſelf. Do you tell me of conſcience ? 
Se: Yes, ſirrah! anſwered our hero, taking him 
& by the collar, and ſince you dare threaten me, I 
„ will ſhew you the difference between committin 

6 a robbery, and conniving at it, which is all I 
can charge myſelf with. I own indeed I ſuſpected 
„ when you ſhewed me a ſum of money, that you 
* had not come honeſtly by it. How, ſays Bagſhor, 
cc frightened out of one half of his wits, and amazed 


* out of the other, can you deny? Tes, you raſ- 
« cal, 
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cal, anſwered Wild, I do deny every thing, and 
« do you find a witneſs to prove it; and, to ſhew 
“ you how little apprehenſions I have of your power 
to hurt me, I will have you apprehended this 
moment.“ —At which words he offered to break 
from him; but Bagſhot laid hold of his ſkirts, and, 

with an altered tone and manner, begged him not 
to be ſo impatient, © Refund then, ſirrah, cries 
Wild, and perhaps I may take pity on you. What 
& muſt I refund?“ anſwered Bagſhot. Every far- 
thing in your pocket,” replied Wild; then I may 
* have ſome compaſſion on you, and not only ſave 
« your life, but, out of an exceſs of generolity, may 
« return you ſomething.” At which words Bag- 
ſhot ſeeming to heſitate, Wild pretended to make to 
the door, and rapt out an oath of vengeance with 
fo violent an emphaſis, that his friend no longer 
preſumed to balance, but ſuffered Wild to ſearch his 
pockets, and draw forth all he found, to the amount 
of twenty-one guineas and a half, which laſt piece 
our generous hero returned him again; telling him, 
he might now ſleep ſecure, but adviſed him for the 
future never to threaten his friends. 

Tus did our hero execute the greateſt exploits 
with the utmoſt eaſe imaginable, by means of thoſe 
tranſcendent qualities which nature had indulged 
him with, viz. a bold heart, a thundeniog voice, 
and a ſteady countenance. 

Wirp now returned to the Count, and informed 
him that he had got ten guineas of Bagſhot; for, 
with great and a prudence, he ſunk 
the other eleven into his own pocket; and told him, 
with that money he would procure him bail, which 
he after prevailed on his father, and another gentle- 
man of the ſame occupation, to become, for two 
guineas each; ſo that he made lawful prize of ſix 
more, making Bagſhot debtor for the whole ten ; 
for ſuch were his great abilities, and ſo vaſt the 


compaſs of his underſtanding, that he never made 
| any 
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any bargain without overreaching (or, in the vul- 
gar phraſe, cheating) the perſon wich whom he 


dealt. 


Tux Count being, by theſe means, n the 
Grit thing they did, in order to procure credit from 
tradeſmen, was the taking a handſome houſe ready 
furniſhed in one of the new ſtreets; in which, as 
ſoon as the Count was ſettled, they proceeded to 


Furniſh him with ſervants and equipage, * all the 


Tnfienia'of a large eſtate proper to impoſe on poor 
Heartfree. * Theſe being all obtained, Wild made a 
jecond viſit to his friend, and, with much joy in his 
countenance, acquainted him that he had ſucceeded 
in his endeavours, and that the gentleman had pro- 
miſed to deal wich him for the jewels which he in- 
tended to preſent his bride, and which were deſign- 
ed to be very ſplendid and ooſtly ; he therefore ap- 
pointed him to go to the Count the next morning, 
and carry with him a ſet of the richeſt and moſt 
beautiful je wels he had, giving him at the ſame time 
ſome hints of the Count's ignorance of that commo- 
dity, and that he might extort what price of him he 
pleaſed; but Heartfree told him, not without ſome 


diſdain, that he ſcorned to take any ſuch advantage; 


and, after expreſſing much gratitude to his friend for 
his recommendation, he promiſed to carry” the Jewels 
at the hour, and to the place appointed. 

I am ſenſible that the reader, if he hath but the 
leaſt notion of eſs, muſt have ſuch a contempt 
for the extreme folly of this fellow, that he will be 

very little concerned at any misfortunes which may 
befal him in the ſequel; for, to have no ſuſpicion, 


that an old ſchool-fellow, with whom he had, in 
his tendereſt years, contracted a friendſnhip, and 8. 
on the accidental renewing of their acquaintance, 
had profeſſed the moſt paſſionate regard for him, 


ould be very ready to impoſe on him; in ſhort, to 
conceive that a friend ſhould, of his on accord, 


without any view to his own intereſt, endeavour to 
do 


artleſs, ſimple, undeſigning heart, as muſt render 


the perſon poſſeſſed of it the loweſt creature, and the 
propereſt object of contempt imaginable, in the eyes 


of every man of underſtanding and diſcernment. 
WiLp remembered that his friend Heartfree's 
faults were rather in his heart than in his head; that 


though he was ſo mean a fellow, that he was never 


capable of laying a deſign to injure any human crea- 


ture, yet was he by no means a fool, nor liable to 


any groſs impoſition, unleſs where his heart betrayed 
him. He therefore inſtructed the Count to take only 
one of his jewels at the firſt interview, and to reject 


the reſt as not fine enough, and order him to pro- 
vide ſome richer. He ſaid, this management would 
prevent Heartfree from expecting ready-money fort 


the jewel he brought with him, which the Count was 
preſently to diſpoſe of, and by means of that money, 


and his great abilities at cards and dice, to get toge- 
ther as large a ſum as poſſible, which he was to pay 
down to Heartfree, at the delivery of the ſet of je- 


els, who would be thus void of all manner of ſuſpi- 
cion, and would not fail to give him credit for the 
reſidue. eo | 


By this contrivance it will appear in the ſequel, 


that Wild did not only propoſe to make the impoſition 


on Heartfree, who was (hitherto) void of all ſuſpi- 
cion, more certain; but to rob the Count himſelf of 


this ſam. This double method of cheating the very 
tools who are our inſtruments to cheat others, is the 


* ſuperlative degree of greatneſs, and is probably, as 
far as any ſpirit cruſted over with clay can carry it, 


falling very little ſhort of Diaboliſm itſelf. 


Tris method was immediately put in execution, 
and the Count, the firſt day, took only a ſingle bril- 


liant, worth about three hundred pounds, and order- 


ed a necklace, earrings, and ſolitaire, of the value 
Vol. III. EN of 
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do him a ſervice; muſt argue ſuch weakneſs of 
mind, ſuch ignorance of the world, and ſuch an 
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of three thouſand more, to be prepared by that day 
ſevennight. 

Tris interval was employed by Wild in proſecut- 
ing his ſcheme of raiſing a gang, in which he met with 
ſuch ſucceſs, that within a few days he had levied ſe- 
veral bold and reſolute fellows, fit for any enterprize, 
how dangerous or great ſoever. 

We have before remarked, that the trueſt mark 
of greatneſs is inſatiability. Wild had covenanted 
with the Count to receive three-fourths of the booty, 
aud bad, at the ſame time, covenanted with himſelf, 
to ſecure the other fourth part likewiſe, for which 
he had formed a very great and noble deſign ; but 
he now ſaw with concern, that tum, which was to be 
received in hand by Heartfree, in danger of being ab- 
ſolutely loſt. In order, therefore, to poſſeſs bimſelf 


of that likewiſe, he contrived that the jewels ſhould 


be brought in the afternoon, and that Heartfree 
fhould be detained before the Count could ſee him; 
ſo that the night ſhould overtake him in his return, 
when two of his gang were ordered to attack and 
plunder him. 


C H AP; M6 


Contgining ſcenes of ſoftneſs, love, and honour, all in | the 
GREAT ſtyle. 


HE Count had diſpoſed of his jewel for its full 
value, and this he had, by dexterity, raiſed 
to a thouſand pounds; this ſom therefore he paid 
down to Hearttree, promiling him the reſt within a 
month. His houſe, his equipage, his appearance, 
but, above all, a certain plauſibility in his voice and 


behaviour would have deceived any, but one whoſe 


great and wiſe heart had dictated to him ſomething 
within, which would have ſecured him from any dan- 
ger of impoſition from without. Heartfree there- 
tore did not in the leaſt ſcruple giving him nn ; 

| ut 
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but as he had in reality procured thoſe jewels of ano- 
ther, his own little ſtock not being able to furniſh 
any thing ſo valuable, he begged the Count would 
be ſo kind to give his note for the money, payable at 
the time he mentioned; which that gentleman did 
not in the leaſt ſcruple : ſo he paid him the thouſand 
pounds in ſpecie, and gave his note for two thouſand 
eight hundred pounds more to Heartfree, who burnt 
with gratitude to Wild, for the noble cuſtomer he 
had recommended to him. 

As ſoon as Heartfree was departed, Wild, who 
waited in another room, came in, and received the 
caſket from the Count; it having been agreed be- 
tween them, that this ſhould be depoſited in his 
hands, as he was the original contriver of the ſcheme, 
and was to have the largeſt ſhare. Wild having re- 
ceived the caſket, offered to meet the Count late that 
eveningto come to a diviſion; but ſuch was the latter's 
confidence in the honour of our hero, that, he ſaid, if 
it was any inconvenience to him, the next morning 
would do altogether as well. This was more agree- 
able to Wild, and accordingly an appointment being 
made for that purpoſe, he ſet out in haſte to purſue 
Heartfree to the place where the two gentlemen were 
ordered to meet and attack him. Thoſe gentlemen, 
with noble reſolution, executed their purpoſe; they 
attacked and ſpoiled the enemy of the whole ſum he 
had received from the Count. 

As ſoon as the engagement was over, and Heart- 
free left ſprawling on the ground, our hero, who 
wiſely declined truſting the booty in his friends hands, 
tho' he had good experience of their honour, made 
off after the conquerors: at length they being all at 
a place of ſafety, Wild, according to a previous agree- 
ment, received nine-tenths of the booty; the ſub- 
ordinate heroes did indeed profeſs ſome little unviil- 
lingnels (perhaps more than was ſtrictly conſiſtent with 
honour) to perform their contract; but Wild, partly 
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by argument, but more by oaths and threatnings, pre- 
vailed with them to fulfil their promiſe. 

Ovr hero having thus, with wonderful addreſs, 
brought this great and glorious action to a happy con- 
cluſion, reſolved to relax his mind after his fatigue, 
in the converſation of the fair He therefore ſet for- 
wards to his lovely Lætitia; but, in his way, acci- 
dentally met with a young lady of his acquaintance, 
Miſs Molly Straddle, who was taking the air in 
Bridges-ſtreet. Miſs Molly ſecing Mr. Wild, ſtop- 
ped him, and with a familiarity peculiar to a gen- 
tee} town education, tapp'd or rather ſlapp'd him on 
the back, and afked him to treat her with a pint of 
wine, at a neighbouring tavern. The hero, tho' he 
loved the chaſte Lætitia with exceſſive tenderneſs, was 
not of that low ſniveling breed of mortals, who, as it 
is generally expreſſed, lie themſelves to a woman's 
apron ſtrings; in a word, who are tainted with that 
mean, baſe, low vice or virtue as it is called, of con- 
ſtancy; therefore he immediately conſented. and at- 
tended her to a tavern famous for excellent wine, 
known by the name of the Rummer and Horſeſhoe, 
where they retired to a room by themſelves. Wild 
was very vehement in his addrefles, but to no pur- 


poſe; the young lady declared ſhe would grant no 


favour till he had made her a preſent; this was im- 
mediately complied with, and the lover made as hap- 
py as he could deſire. 

Tre immoderate fondnefs which Wild entertained 
for his dear Lætitia, would not ſuffer him to waſte 
any conſiderable time with Miſs Straddle. Notwith- 
ſtanding, therefore, all the endearments and careſſes 
of that young lady, he ſoon made an excule to go 
down ſtairs, and thence immediately ſet forward to 
Letitia, without taking any formal leave of Mails: 
Straddle, or indeed of the drawer, with whom the 
lady was afterwards obliged to come to an account 


tor the reckoning. | LE : 
y Mr. 
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Ma. WIIp, on his arrival at Mr. Snap's, found 
only Miſs Doſhy at home; that young lady being 
employed alone, in imitation of Penelope, with her 
thread or worſted ; only with this difference, that 
whereas Penelope unravelled by night what ſhe had 
knit, or wove, or ſpun by day, ſo what our young 
heroine unravelled by day, ſhe knit again by night. 
In ſhort, ſhe was mending a pair of blue ſtockings 
with red clocks; a circumſtance which, perhaps, we 
might have omitted, had it not ſerved to ſhew that 
there are ſtill ſome ladies of this age, who imitate 
the ſimplicity of the antients. 

WIID immediately aſked for his beloved, and 
was informed, that ſhe was not at home. He then 
enquired where ſhe was to be found, and declared, 
he would not depart till he had ſeen her; nay, not till 
he had married her; for, indeed, his paſſion for her 
was truly honourable ; in other words, he had ſo un- 
governable a deſire for her perſon, that he would go 
any length to fatisfy it. He then pulled out the 
caſket, which he ſwore was full of the fineſt jewels, 
and that he would give them all to her, with other 
promiſes; which ſo prevailed on Miſs Doſhy, who 
had not the common failure of ſiſters in envying, 
and often endeavouring to diſappoint each other's 
happineſs, that ſhe deſired Mr. Wild to fit down a 
few minutes, whilſt ſhe endeavoured to find her lifter, 
and to bring her to him. The lover thanked her, 
and promiſed to ſtay till her return; and Miſs Doſhy, 
leaving Mr. Wild to his meditations, faſtened him 
in the kitchen by barring the door, (for moſt of the 
doors in this manſion were made to be bolted on the 
outſide) and then flapping too the door of the 
houſe with great violence, without going out at it, 
ſhe ſtole ſoftly up ſtairs, where Miſs Lætitia was en- 
gaged in cloſe conference with Mr. Bagſhot. Miſs 
Letty, being informed by her ſiſter in a whiſper of 
what Mr. Wild had ſaid, and what he had produced, 
told Mr. Bagſhot, that a young lady was below to 
3 viſit 
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viſit her, whom ſhe would diſpatch with all imagi- 
nable haſte, and return to him. Shedefired him there. 
fore to ſtay with patience for her in the mean time, and 
that ſhe would leave the door unlocked, tho? her papa 
would never forgive her if he ſnould diſcover it. Bag- 
ſhot promiſed on his honour, not to ſtep without his 
chamber; and the two young ladies went ſoftly down 
ſtairs; when pretending firſt to make their entry into 
the houſe, they repaired to the kitchen, where not 
even the preſence of the chaſte Lætitia could reſtore 
that harmony to the countenance of her lover, which 
Miſs Theodoſia had left him poſſeſſed of; for, during 
her abſence, he had diſcovered the abſence of a purſe 
containing bank notes for goo J. which had been 
taken from Mr. Heartfree, and which, indeed, Mils 
Straddle had, in the warmth of his amorous careſſes, 
unperceived drawn from him. However, as he had 
thar perfect maſtery of his temper, or rather of his 
tes which is as neceſſary to the forming a great 
character, as to the perſonating it on the ſtage, he 
ſoon conveyed a {mile into his countenance, and 
concealing as well his misfortune as his chagrin at it, 
began to pay honourable addreſſes to Miſs Letty. 
This young lady, among many other good ingredi- 
ents, had three very predominant paſſions : to wit, 
vanity, wantonneſs, and avarice. To ſatisfy the = a 
of theſe, ſhe employed Mr. Smirk and company; 
the ſecond, Mr. Bagſhot and company; and our hon 
had the honour and happineſs of ſolely engrofling the 
third. Now, theſe three ſorts of lovers ſhe had very 
different ways of entertaining. With the firſt, ſhe 
was all gay and coquette; with the fecond, all fond 
and rampant; and with the laſt, all cold and reſerv- 
ed. She therefore told Mr. Wild, with a moſt com- 
poſed aſpect, that ſhe was glad he had repented of 
his manner of treating her at their laſt interview, 
where his behaviour was ſo monſtrous, that ſhe had 
reſolved never to ſee him any more; that ſhe was 


afraid der own ſex would hardly pardon her the 
weaks 
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weakneſs ſhe was guilty of in receding from that re- 
ſolution, which ſhe was perſuaded ſhe never ſhould 
have brought herſelf to, had not her ſiſter, who 
was there to confirm what ſhe ſaid (as ſhe did with 
many oaths) betrayed her into his company, by pre- 
tending it was another perſon to viſit her: but how- 
ever, as he now thought proper to give her more 
convincing proofs of his affections, (for he had now 
the caſket in his hand) and ſince ſhe perceived his 
deſigns were no longer againſt her virtue, but were 
ſuch as a woman of honour might liſten to, ſhe muſt 
own—and then ſhe feign'd an heſitation, when The- 
odoſia began: © Nay, ſiſter, I am reſolved you ſhall 
« counterfeit no longer. 1 aſſure you, Mr. Wild, 
„ ſhe hath the moſt violent paſſion for you in the 
« world; and indeed, dear Tiſhy, if you offer to 
« go back, ſince I plainly ſee Mr. Wild's deſigns 
« are honourable, I will betray all you have ever 
<« ſaid.” —** How, ſiſter (anſwered Letitia) I proteſt 
„ you will drive me out of the room: I did not ex- 
ce pect this uſage from you.” Wild then fell on his 
knees, and taking hold of her hand, repeated a ſpeech 
which, as the reader may eaſily ſuggeſt it to himſelf, 
1 ſhall not here ſer down. He then offered her the 
caiket, but ſhe gently rejected it; and on a ſecond 
offer, with a modeſt countenance and voice, defired 
to know what it contained. Wild then opened it, 
and took forth (with ſorrow I write it, and with ſor- 
row w1ll it be read) one of thoſe beautiful necklaces, 
with which, at the fair of Bartholomew, they deck 
the well-bewhitened neck of Thaleſtris queen of Ama- 
zons, Anna Bullen, queen Elizabeth, or ſome other 
high princeſs in Drollic ſtory. It was indeed com- 
poled of that paſte, which Derdæus Magnus, an in- 
genious toyman, dorh at a very moderate price diſ- 
penſe of to the ſecond-rate beaus of the metropolis. 
For, to open a truth, which we aſk our reader's 
pardon for having concealed from him ſo long; the 
ſagacious Count, wiſely fearing leſt ſome accident 
H h 4 might 


* 
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might prevent Mr. Wild's return at the appointed 
time, had carefully conveyed the jewels which Mr. 
Heartfree had brought with him, into his own pocket; 
and in their ſtead had placed in the caſket theſe artifi- 
cial ſtones, which, tho' of equal value to a philoſo- 
pher, and perhaps of a much greater to a true ad- 
mirer of the compoſitions of art, had not however 
the ſame charms in the eyes of Miſs Letty ; who 
had indeed ſome knowledge of jewels : for Mr. Snap, 
with great reaſon, conſidering how valuable a part 
of alady's education it would be to be well inſtruct- 
ed in theſe things, in an age when young ladies learn 
little more than how to dreſs themſelves, had in her 
youth placed Miſs Letty as the handmaid (or houſe- 
maid as the vulgar call it) of an eminent pawn- 
broker. The lightning, therefore, which ſhould 
have flaſhed from the jewels, flaſhed from her eyes, 
and thunder immediately followed from her voice. 
She beknaved, beraſcalled, berogued the unhappy 
hero, who ſtood ſilent, e ee ae with aſtoniſh- 
ment, but more with ſhame and indignation, at be- 
ing thus outwitted and overreached. At length, he 
recovered his ſpirits, and throwing down the caſket 
in a rage, he ſnatched the key from the table; and 
without making any anſwer to the ladies, who both 
very plentifully opened upon him, and without tak- 
ing any leave of them, he flew out at the door, and 
repaired with the utmoſt W to the Caunt's 


habitation. 
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CHAP. IV. 


In which Wild, after many fruitleſs endeavours to diſ- 
cover his friend, moralizes on his misfortune in a 
ſpeech, which may be of uſe (if rightly underſtood, ) 
#o ſome other confiderable ſpeech-makers. 


OT the higheſt fed footman of the higheſt- 
| bred woman of quality knocks with more im- 
peivolity, than Wild did at the Count's door, which 
was immediately opened by a well-dreſt liveryman, 
who anſwered that his maſter was not at home. Wild, 

not ſatisfied with this, ſearched the houſe, but to no 
purpoſe ; he then ranſacked all the gaming houſes 
in town, but found no Count: indeed that gentleman 
had taken leave of his houſe the ſame inſtant Mr. 

Wild had turned his back, and, equipping himſelf 
with boots and a-poſt-horſe, without raking with him 
either ſervant, clothes, or any neceſſaries for the jour- 
ney of a great man, made ſuch mighty expedition 
that he was now upwards of twenty miles on his way 
to Dover. 

Witp, finding his ſearch ineffectual, reſolved to 
give it over for that night ; he then retired to his ſeat 
of contemplation, a night-cellar, where, without a 
ſingle farthing in his pocket, he called for a ſneaker 
of punch, and, placing himſelf on a bench by him- 
ſelf, he ſoftly vented the following ſoliloquy: 

How vain is human GREATNEss! What avail 
„ ſuperior abilities, and a noble defiance of thoſe 
narrow rules and bounds which confine the vul- 
* gar; when our beſt concerted ſchemes are liable 
© to be defeated! How unhappy is the ſtate of 
„% PRIOOISsM ! How impoſſible for human prudence 
eto foreſee and guard againſt every circumvention ! 
It is even as a game of chels, where, while the 
“ rook, or knight, or biſhop, is bulied in forecaſt. 
$6 ing eme great enterprize, a worthleſs pawn inter- 
IM * poſes, 
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% poſes, and diſconcerts his ſcheme. Better had it 
% been for me to have obſerved the ſimple laws of 
« friendſhip and morality, than thus to ruin my 
& friend for the benefit of others. I might have 
“ commanded his purſe to any degree of modera- 
te tion, I have now diſabled him from the power of 
« ferving me. Well! but that was not my deſign. 
& If I cannot arraign my own conduct, why fhould 
ﬆ J, like a woman or a child, fit down and lament 
« the diſappointment of chance? But can I acquit 
my ſelf of all neglect? Did 1 not miſpehave in put- 
4 ting it into the power of others to outwit me? But 
& that is impoſſible to be avoided. In this a Prig 
« is more unhappy than any other: a cautious man 
„ may, in a crowd, preſerve his own pockets by 
„ keeping his hands in them; but while the Pris 
« employs his hands in another's pocket, how ſhal 
* he be able to defend his own! Indeed, in this light 
« what can be imagined more miſerable than a Prip ? 
e How dangerous are his acquiſitions! how unſafe, 
„ how unquiet his poſſeſſions ! why then ſhould any 
e man wiſh to be a Prig, or where is his greatneſs ? 
& ] anſwer, in his mind: *tis the inward glory, the 
<« ſecrer conſciouſneſs of doing great and wonderful 
actions, which can alone ſupport the truly GEA 
% Man, whether he be a ConqQueroR, a TYRANT, a 
ce STATESM an, Or a PRIG. Theſe muſt bear him 
«© up againſt the private curſe and public impreca- 
„ tion, and while he is hated and deteſted by all man- 
| £4 kind, muſt make him inwardly ſatisfied with him- 
« ſelf. For what but ſome ſuch inward fatisfaction as 
&« this could inſpire men poſſeſſed of power, of wealth, 
% of every human blefling, which pride, avarice, or 
% Juxury could deſire, to forſake their homes, aban- 
* don eaſe and repoſe, and at the expence of riches 
„ and pleaſures, at the price of labour and hardſhip, 
« and at the hazard of all that fortune hath liberally 
«& given them, could ſend them at the head of a 


«© multitude of Prigs called an army, to moleſt their 
„ neigh- 
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e neighbours; to introduce rape, rapine, bloodſhed, 
« and every kind of miſery among their own ſpe- 
« cies? What but ſome ſuch glorious apperite of 
* mind could inflame princes, endowed with the 
« oreateſt honours, and enriched with the moſt plen- 
« tiful revenues, to deſire maliciouſly to rob thoſe 
e ſubjects of their liberties, who are content to ſweat 
for the luxury, and to bow down their knees to 
the pride of thoſe very princes? What but this 
can inſpire them to deſtroy one kalf of their ſub- 
5 jects, in order to reduce the reſt to an abſolute de- 
« pendance on their own wills, and on thoſe of their 
e brutal ſucceflors? What other motive could ſe- 
* duce a ſubject, poſſeſt of great property in his 
* community, to betray the intereſt of his fellow- 
e ſubjects, of his brethren, and his poſterity, to the 
e wanton diſpoſition of ſuch princes ? Laſtly, what 
« leſs inducement could perſuade the Prig to forſake 
<« the methods of acquiring a ſafe, an honeſt, and 
* a plentiful livelihood, and, at the hazard of even 
68 lte itfelf, and what is miſtakenly called diſho- 
e nour, to break openly and bravely through the 
e laws of his country, for uncertain, unſteddy, and 
“% unſafe gain? Let me then hold myſelf contented 
* with this reflection, that I have been wile, though 
&« unſucceſsful, and am a GREAT, though an un- 
* happy man.” 

His ſoliloquy and his punch concluded tobbthers 
for he had at every pauſe comforted himſelf with 
a fip. And now 1t came firſt into his head, that ir 
would be more difficult to pay for it, chan it was 
to ſwallow it, when, to his great pleaſure, he beheld, 

at another corner of the room, one of the gentlemen 
whom he had employed in the attack on Heartfree, 
and who, he doubted not, would readily lend him a 
guinea or two; but he had the mortification, on ap- 
plying to him, to hear that the gaming-table had 
ſtript him of all the booty which his own generoſity 
had left in his poſſeſſion, He was therefore obliged 
ro 
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to purſue his uſual method on ſuch occaſions ; ſo, 
cocking his hat fiercely, he marched out of the room 
without making any excuſe, or any one daring to 


make the leaſt demand. 


CHAP. V. 


Containing many ſurpriſing adventures, which our Hero, 


with GREAT GREATNESS, atchieved. 


W E will now leave our hero to take a ſhort re- 
poſe, and return to Mr. Snap's, where at 
Wild's departure the fair Theodoſia had again be- 


taken herſelf to her ſtocking, and Miſs Letty had 


retired up ſtairs to Mr. Bagſſ. ot; but that gentleman 
had broken his parole, and, having conveyed him- 
jelt below ſtairs behind a door, he took the oppor- 
tunity of Wild's ſally to make his eſcape. We ſhall 
only obſerve, that Miſs Letty's ſurprize was the 
greater, as ſhe had, notwithſtanding her promiſe to 
the contrary, taken the precaution to turn the key; 


but, in her hurry, ſhe did it ineffectually. How 


wretched muſt have been the ſituation of this young 
creature, who had not only loſt a lover, on whom 
her tender heart perfectly doated, but was expoſed to 
the rage of an injured father, tenderly jealous of his 
honour, which was deeply engaged to the ſheriff of 
London and Middleſex for the ſafe cuſtody of the 
ſaid Bagſhot, and for which two very good reſpon- 
ſible friends had given not only their words but their 


bonds. 


Bor let us remove our eyes from this melancholy 
object, and ſurvey our hero, who, after a ſucceſsleſs 
ra fer Miſs Straddle, with wonderful greatneſs 
of mind, and ſteddineſs of countenance, went early 
in the morning to viſit his friend Heartfree, at a time 
when the common herd of friends would have for- 
faken and avoided him. He entered the room with 


2 cheertul air, which he preſently changed into ſur- 
prize 
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prize on ſeeing his friend in a nightgown, with his 
wounded head bound about with linen, and looking 
extremely pale from a great effuſion of blood. When 
Wild was informed by Heartfrez what had happen- 


ed, he firſt expreſſed great ſorrow, and afterwards . 


ſuffered as violent agonics of rage againſt the rob- 
bers to burſt from him. Heartfree, in compaſſion 
to the deep impreſſions his misfortune ſeemed to 
make on his friend, endeavoured to leſſen it as much 
as poſſible, at the ſame time exaggerating the obli- 

oation he owed to Wild, in which his wife likewiſe 
ſeconded him; and they breakfaſted with more com- 
fort than was reaſonably to be expected after ſuch an 
accident. Heartfree expreſſing great ſatisfaction that 
he had put the Count's note in another pocket-book, 
adding, that ſuch a loſs would have been fatal te 
him; © for to confeſs the truth to you, my dear 
5+ friend, ſaid he, I have had ſome loſſes lately which 
* have greatly perplexed my affairs; and though I 
& have many dcbts due to me from people ef great 
c faſhion, I aſſure you I know not where to be cer- 
<« tain of getting a ſhilling.” Wild greatly felicitated 
him on the lucky accident of preſerving his note, and 
then proceeded, with much acrimony, to inveigh 


againſt the barbarity of people of faſnion, who kept 


tradeſmen out of their money. 

_ WaarsE they amuſed themſelves with diſcourſes of 
this kind, Wild, meditating within himſelf whether 
he ſhould borrow or ſteal from his friend, or indeed 
whether he could not effect both, the apprentice 
brought a bank-note of 5001. in to Heartfree, which, 
he ſaid, a gentlewoman in the ſhop, who had been 
looking at tome jewels, deſired him to exchange. 
Hearttree looking at the number, immediately reco]- 


lected it to be one of thoſe he had been robbed of. 


With this diſcovery he acquainted Wild, who, with 
the notable preſence of mind, and unchanged com- 
plexion, ſo eſſential to a great character, adviſed him 
to proceed cautiouſly ; and offered (as My. Heartirce 

| himſelf 


278 The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD, 


himſelf was, he ſaid, too much fluſtered to examine 
the woman with ſufficient art) to take her into a room 
in his houſe alone. He would, he ſaid, perſonate the 
maſter of the ſhop, would pretend to ſhew her ſome 
jewels, and would undertake to get ſufficient infor- 
mation out of her to ſecure the rogues, and moſt pro- 
bahiy all their booty. This propoſal was readily 
and thankfully accepted by Heartfree. Wild went 
immediately up ſtairs into the room appointed, whi- 
ther the apprentice, according to appointment, con- 
ducted the lady. 

Ink apprentice was ordered down ſtairs the mo- 
ment the lady entered the room; and Wild, having 
ſhur the door, approached her with great ferocity i in 
his locks, and began to expatiate on the complicated 
baſeneſs of the crime ſhe had been guilty of; but 
though he uttered many good leſſons of morality, as 
we doubt whether from a particular reaſon they may 
work any very good effect on our reader, we ſhall 
omit his ſpeech, and only mention his concluſion, 
which was by aſking her, what mercy ſhe could now 
expect from him? Miſs Straddle, for that was the 
young lady, who had had a good education, and had 
been more than once preſent at the Old Baily, very 
confidently denied the whole charge, and ſaid, ſhe 
had received the note from a friend. Wild then rai- 
ling his voice, told her, ſhe ſhould be immediately 
committed, and ſhe might depend on being con- 
victed; © but,“ added he, changing his tone, <« as 
<<] 46 6 a violent affection for thee, my dear 
« Straddle, if you will follow my advice, I promiſe 

* you on my honour, to forgive you, nor ſhall you 
. be ever called in queſtion on this account.“ 84 
«© what would you have me to do, Mr. Wild?“ 
| plied the young lady, with a pleaſanter aſpect. You 
„ muſt know then,” ſaid Wild, „the money you 
&* picked out of my pocket (nay, by G—d you did, 
and if you offer to flinch, you ſhall be convicted of 


i) 1 won at play of a fellow, who, it ſeems, rob- 
| bed 
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« bed my friend of it; you mult, therefore, give an 
ce information on oath againſt one Thomas Fierce, 
« and fay, that you received the note from him, and 
« leave the reſt ro me. I am certain, Molly, you 
e muſt be ſenſible of your obligations to me, who 
<« return good for evil to you in this manner.” The 
lady readily conſented ; and advanced to embrace 
Mr. Wild, who ſtept a little back and cry'd: © Hold, 
« Molly; there are two other notes of 2001. each 
to be accounted for, where are they?“ The lady 
proteſted with the molt ſolemn aſſeverations that 
ſhe knew of no more; with which, when Wild was 
not ſatisfied, ſhe cry'd; I will ſtand ſearch.” „That 
ce you ſhall,” anſwered Wild, < and ſtand ſtrip too :” 
he then proceeded to tumble and ſearch her, but to 
no purpoſe, till at laſt ſhe burſt into tears, and de- 
clared ſhe would tell the truth (as indeed ſhe did ;) 
ſhe then confeſſed that ſhe had diſpoſed of the one to 
Jack Swagger, a great favourite of the ladies, be- 
ing an Iriſh gentleman, who had been bred clerk to 
an attorney, afterwards whipt out of a regiment of 
dragoons, and was then a Newgate ſolicitor, and a 
bawdyhouſe bully ; and as for the other, ſhe had 
laid it all out that very moraing in brocaded ſilks, 
and Flanders lace. With this account Wild, who in- 
deed knew it to be a very probable one, was forced 
to be contented; and now abandoning all further 
thoughts of what he ſaw was irretrievably loſt, he 
gave the lady ſome further inſtructions, and then, de- 
firing her to ſtay a few minutes e him, he re- 
turned to his friend, and acquainted him that he 
had diſcovered the whole roguery ; that the woman 
had confeſſed from whom ſhe had received the note, 
and promiſed to give an information before a juſtice 
of peace ; adding, he was concerned he could noc 
attend him thicher, being obliged to go to the other 
end of the town to receive thirty pounds, which he 
was to pay that evening. Heartfree ſaid, that ſhould 
not prevent him of his company, for he could eaſily 
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lend him ſuch a trifle. This was accordingly done 
and accepted, and Wild, Heartfree, and the lady 
went to the juſtice together. 

ThE warrant being granted, and the conſtable be- 
ing acquainted by the lady, who received her infor- 
mation from Wild of Mr. Fierce's haunts, he was 
ealily apprehended, and, being confronted with Miſs 
Straddle, who {wore poſitively to him, though ſhe 
had never ſeen him before; he was committed to 
Newgate, where he immediately conveyed an infor- 
mation to Wild of what had happened, and in the 
evening received a viſit from him. 

Wilp affected great concern for his friend's miſ- 
fortune, and as great ſurprize at the means by which it 
was brought about. However, he told Fierce that 
he muſt certainly be miſtaken in that point, of his 
having had no acquaintance with Miſs Straddle; but 
added, that he would find her out, and endeavour to 
take off her evidence; which, he obſerved, did not 
come home enough to endanger him; beſides, he 
would ſecure him witneſſes of an Alibꝭ, and five or 


fix to his character; ſo that he need be under no ap- 


prehenſion, for his confinement till the ſeſſions would 
be his only puniſhment. | 

FlERek, who was greatly comforted by theſe af- 
ſurances of his friend, returned him many thanks, and 
both ſhaking each other very earneſtly by the hand, 
with a very hearty embrace they ſeparated. 

THe hero conſidered with himſelf that a ſingle 
evidence of Miſs Straddle would not be ſufficient to 
convict Fierce, whom he reſolved to hang, as he was 
the perſon who had principally refuſed to deliver him 


the ſtipulated ſhare of the booty; he therefore went 


in queſt of Mr. James Sly, the gentleman who had 
aſſiſted in the exploit; and found, and acquainted 
him with the apprehending of Fierce. Wild then in- 
timating his fear, left Fierce ſhould impeach Sly, 
adviled him to be beforchand, to ſurrender himſelf to 

a juſtice 
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a juſtice of peace, and offer himſelf as an evidence. 
Sly approved Mr. Wild's opinion, went directly to a 
magiſtrate, and was by him committed to the Gate- 
houſe, with a promiſe of being admitted evidence 
againſt his companion. 

FiERCE was, in a few days, brought to his trial 
at the Old Bailey, where, to his great confuſion, his 
old friend Sly appeared againſt him, as did Miſs 
Straddle. His only hopes were now in the aſſiſtances 
which our hero had promiſed him. Theſe unhappily 
failed him: ſo that the evidence being plain againſt _ 
him, and he making no defence, the jury convicted 
him, the court condemned him, and Mr. Ketch exe- 
cuted him. 
 Wrrx ſuch infinite addreſs, did this truly great 
man know to play with the paſſions of men, to ſet 
them at variance with each other, and to work his 
own purpoſes out of thoſe jealouſies and apprehen- 
ſions, which he was wonderfully ready at creating by 
means of thoſe great arts which the vulgar call trea- 
chery, diſſembling, promiſing, lying, falſehood, c. 
but which are by great men ſummed up 1n the col- 
lective name of policy, or politics, or rather pollitrics; 
an art of which, as it 1s the higheſt excellence of hu- 
man nature, perhaps our great man was the moſt 


eminent maſter, 


* 


CHAP x 
Of hats. 


W I LD had now got together a very conſider- 

able gang, compoſed of undone gameſters, 
ruined bailiffs, broken tradeſmen, idle apprentices, 
attorneys clerks, and looſe and diſorderly youth, who 
being born to no fortune, nor bred to any trade or 
profeſſion, were willing to live luxuriouſly without 
labour. As theſe perſons wore different Principles, 
i. e. Hats, frequent diſſentions grew among them. 
Vol., III. Fx There 
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There were particularly two parties, viz. thoſe who 
wore hats fercely cocked, and thoſe who preferr'd 
the Nas or trencher hat, with the brim flapping over 
their eyes. The former were called Cavaliers and 
Tory Rory Ranter Boys, &c. The latter went by the 
ſeveral names of Wags, Roundheads, Shakebags, 
Oldnolls, and ſeveral others. Between theſe, con- 
tinual jars aroſe ; inſomuch that they grew in time 
to think there was ſomething eſſential in their diffe- 
rences, and that their intèreſts were incompatible 
with each other, whereas, in truth, the difference lay 
only in the faſhion of their hats. Wild therefore, 
having aſſembled them all at an alehouſe on the 
night after Fierce's execution, and perceiving evident 
marks of their miſunderſtanding, from their beha- 
viour to each other, addreſſed them in the following 
gentle, but forcible manner *.. Gentlemen, I am 
& aſhamed to ſee men embarked in ſo great and glo- 
« rious an undertaking, as that of robbing the 
« public, ſo fooliſhly and weakly diſſenting among 


* There is ſomething very myſterious in this ſpeech, which 
robably that chapter written by Ariſtotle on this ſubject, which 
is mentioned by a French author, might have given ſome light 
into; but that is unhappily among the loft works of that philoſo- 
her. It is remarkable, that Galerus, which is Latin for a Hat, 
Henifies likewiſe a Dog-fiſh, as the Greek word Koln doth the 
Skin of that Animal ; of which I ſuppoſe the hats or helmets of 
the ancients were compoſed, as ours at preſent are of the beaver 
or rabbit. Sophocles, in the latter end of his Ajax, alludes to a 
method of cheating in hats, and the ſcholiaſt on the place tells us 
of one Crephontes, who was a maſter of the art. It is obſeryable 
likewiſe, that Achilles, in the firſt Iliad of Homer, tells Aga- 
memnon, in anger, that he had dog's eyes, Now, as the eyes 
of a dog are handſomer than thoſe of almoſt any other animal, 
this could be no term of reproach, He muſt therefore mean that 
he had a hat on, which, perhaps, from the creature it was made 
of, or from ſome other reaſon, might have been a mark of in- 
famy. This ſuperſtitious opinion may account for that cuſtom, 
which hath deſcended through all nations, of ſhewing reſpect by 
pulling off this covering; and that no man is eſteemed fit to con- 
verſe with his ſuperiors with it on. I ſhall conclude this learned 
note with remarking, that the term Old Hat, is at preſent uſed 
by the vulgar in no very honourable ſenſe. 
© them« 
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themſelves. Do you think the firſt inventors of 
hats, or at leaſt of the diſtinctions between them, 
really conceived that one form of hats ſhould in- 
ſpire a man with divinity, another with law, ano- 
ther with learning, or another with bravery? No, 
they meant no more by theſe outward ſigns, than 
to impoſe on the vulgar, and inſtead of putting 
great men to the trouble of acquiring or maintain- 
ing the ſubſtance, to make it ſufficient that they 
condeſcend to wear the type or ſhadow of it. 
You do wiſely, therefore, when in à crowd, to 


amuſe the mob by quarrels on ſuch accounts, that, 


while they are liſtening to your jargon, you may, 
with the greater eaſe and ſafety, pick their pockets : 
but ſurely to be in earneſt, and privately to keep 
up ſuch a ridiculous contention among yourſelves, 
muſt argue the higheſt folly and abſurdity. When 


you know you are all Prigs, what difference can a 


broad or a narrow brim create? Is a Prig leſs a Prig 
in one hat than in another? If the public ſhould be 
weak enough to intereſt themſelves in your quar- 
rels, and to prefer one pack to the other, while 
both are aiming at their purſes; it is your buſineſs. 
to laugh ar, nor imitate their folly, What can be 
more ridiculous than for gentlemen to quarrel 
about hats, when there is not one among you 
whole hat is worth a farthing. What is the uſe 


of a hat, farther than to keep the head warm, or 


to hide a bald crown from the public ? Ir 1s the 
mark of a gentleman to move his hat on every 


occaſion ; and in courts and noble aſſemblies, no 


man ever wears one. Let me hear no more there- 
fore of this childiſh diſagreement, but all roſs up 
your hats together with one accord, and conſider 
that hat as the beſt, which will contain the largeſt. 
booty.” He thus ended his ſpeech, which was 


followed by a murmuring applauſe, and immediately 
all preſent toſſed their hats together as he had com- 


manded them, 
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En A P. 


Shewing the conſequence which attended Heartfree's 
adventures with Wild; all natural, and common 
encugh to little <oretches «who deal with Great Men; 
together with ſome precedents of letters, being the 
Ai Herent methods of anſwering a dun. 


I. E T us now return to Heartfree, to whom the 

Count's note, which he had paid away, was re- 
turned, with an account that the drawer was not to 
be foukd, and that, on enquiring after him, they 
had heard he was run away, and conſequently the 


money was now demanded of the indorſer. The 


apprehenſion of ſuch a loſs would have affected any 
man of buſineſs, but much more one whole unavoid- 
able ruin it muſt prove. He expreſſed fo much con- 
cern and confuſion on this occaſion, that the propri- 
etor of the note was frightened, and reſolved to loſe 
no time in ſecuring what he could. So that, in the 
afternoon of the fame day, Mr. Snap was commiſſi- 
oned to pay Hearifree a viſit, which he did with his 
uſual formality, and conveyed him to his own houſe. 
Mas. Heartfree was no ſooner informed of what 
had happened to her huſband, than ſhe raved like one 
diſtracted ; but after ſhe had vented the firſt agonies 
of her paſſion in tears and lamentations, ſhe applied 
herſelf to all poſſible means to procure her huſband's 
liberty. She haſtened to beg her neighbours to ſecure . 
bail tor him. But as the news had arrived ar their 
houſes before her, ſhe found none of them at home, 
except an honeſt Quaker, whoſe ſervants durſt not 
tell a lie. However, ſhe ſucceeded no better with 
him, for unluckily he had made an affirmation the 


day before, that he would never be bail for any man. 


After many fruitleſs efforts of this kind, ſhe repaired 
to her huſband to comfort him, at leaſt with her pre- 


lence. She found him ſcaling the laſt of ſeveral Ict- 
| ters, 
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ters, which he was diſpatching to his friends and 
credirors. The moment he ſaw her, a ſudden joy 
ſparkied in his eyes, which, however, had a very 
ſhort duration; for deſpair ſoon cloſed them again; 
nor could he help burſting into ſome paſſionate ex- 
preſſions of concern for her and his little family; 
which ſhe, on her part, did her utmoſt to leſſen, by 
endeavouring to mitigate the Joſs, and to raiſe in him 
hopes from the Count, who might, ſhe ſaid, be poſ- 
ſibly only gone into the country. She comforted him 
Iikewile, with the expectation of favour from his ac- 
quaintance, eſpecially from thoſe whom he had in a 
particular manner obliged and ſerved. Laſtly, ſhe 
conjured him, by all the value and efteem he profeſſed 
for her, not to endanger his health, on which alone 
depended her happinets, by too great an indulgence 

of grief; aſſuring him that no ſtare of life could ap- 
pear unhappy to her with him, unleſs his own forrow 
or diſcontent made it fo. 

In this manner did this weak, poor-ſpirited wo- 
man attempt to relieve her huſband's pains, which 
it would have rather become her to aggravate, by 
not only painting out his miſery in the livelieſt colours 
imaginable, but by upbraiding him with that folly 
and confidence which had occaſioned it, and by la- 
menting her own hard fate, in being obliged to ſhare 
his tufferings. 

Ir ART TREE returned this goodneſs (as it is call- 
ed) of his wife, with the warmeſt gratitude, and 
they paſted an hour in a ſcene of tenderneſs, too low 
and contemptible to be recounted to our great rca- 
ders. We ſhall therefore omit all ſuch relations, as 
they tend only to make human nature low and ridi- 
culous. 

THOSE meſſengers who had obtained any anſwers 
to his letters now returned. We hall here copy a 
tew of them, as they may ſerve for precedents to 
others who have an occaſion, which happens com- 

x12 monly 
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monly enough in genteel life, to anſwer the 1 Imper- 
tinence of a dun. 


o 


LETTERYL 


Ma. HEARTFREE, 
M Y Lord commands me to tell you, he is very 


much ſurprized at your aſſurance in aſking for 
money, which you know hath been ſo little while 
due; however, as he intends to deal no longer at 
your ſhop, he hath ordered me to pay you as ſoon 
as I ſhall have caſh in hand, which, conſidering 
many diſburſements for bills Jong due, Sc. can't 
_ poſſibly promiſe any time, Tc. at preſent. And am 


Your humble ſervant, 


ROGER MORECRAFT. 


LETTER Is 


Ds SIR, 


THE money, as you 19 ſay, hath been three 
years due, but upon my ſoul I am at preſent 
incapable of paying a farthing ; but as I doubt not, 
yery ſhortly, not only to content that ſmall bill, but 
likewiſe to lay out very conſiderable further ſums at 
your houſe, hope you will meet with no inconvenience 
by this ſhort delay in, dear Sir, 


Your molt ſincere 


humble ſervant, 


\ 


CHA. COURTLY. 


LET. 
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LE TT ER IM 


Mar. HEARTFREE, 


1 B E G you would not acquaint my huſpand of 

the milling debt between us; for, as I know 
you to be a very good-natured man, I will truſt you 
with a ſecret; he gave me the money long ſince to 
diſcharge it, which I had the ill luck to loſe at play. 
You may be aſſured I will A you rhe firſt oppor- 
tunity, and am, Sir, 


Your very humble ſervant, 


Carn, RUuUBBERS. 


; Pleaſe to 1 ar my compliments to Mrs. Heart- 
ree. 


LETTER 


Mr. TrHomMas HEARTTREE, Sir, 


OURS received; but as to ſum mentioned 
therein, doth not ſuit at preſent 


Your humble ſervant, 


PETER PouNck. 


LETTER 


SIR, 


I AM fincerely ſorry it is not at preſent "offible 

for me to comply with your requeit, eſpecially 
after ſo many obligations received on my fide, of 
which I ſhall always entertain the moſt grateful 
114 memory. 


Y 
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memory. I am very greatly concerned at your miſ- 
fortunes, and would have waited upon you in perſon, 
but am not at preſent very well, and, beſides, am 
obliged to go this evening to Vauxhall. I am, Sir, 


Your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 
CHA. EAsv. 


P. S. I hope good Mrs. Heartfree and the dear 
little ones are well. | 


"THERE were more letters to much the ſame pur- 
oſe; but we propoſed giving our reader a taſte only. 
Of all theſe, the laſt was infinitely the moſt grating 
to poor Heartfree, as it came from one to whom, 
when in diſtreſs, he had himſelf lent a conſiderable 


| ſum, and of whoſe preſent flouriſhing circumſtances 


he was well aſſured. 


CHAP. VIII. 


In which cur hero carries 6REaTNEsS % an immode- 
pt” rate height, 


E T us remove, therefore, as faſt as we can this 
*— deteſtable picture of ingratitude, and preſent the 
much more agreeable portrait of that aſſurance to 
which the French very properly annex the epithet of 
Good. Heartfree had ſcarce done reading his let- 
ters, when our hero appeared before his eyes ; not 


with that aſpect with which a pitiful parſon meets his 


patron, after having oppoſed him at an election, or 
which a doctor wears, when ſneaking away from a 
door, where he is informed of his patient's death; not 
with that downcaſt countenance which betrays the 


man who, after a ſtrong conflict between virtue and 


vice, hath ſurrendered his mind to the latter, and 


is diſcovered in his firſt treachery; but with that 


noble, 
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noble, bold, great confidence with which a prime 
miniſter affures his dependent, that the place he 
promiſed him was diſpoſed of before. And ſuch 
concern and uneaſineſs as he expreſſes in his looks 
on thoſe occaſions did Wild teſtify. on the firſt meet- 
ing of his friend. And as the ſaid prime miniſter 
chides you for neglect of your intereſt, in not hav- 
ing aſked in time, ſo did our hero attack Heartfree 
for his giving credit to the Count; and, without 
ſuffering him to make any anſwer, proceeded | in a 
torrent of words to overwhelm him with abuſe; 
which, however friendly its intention might be, was 
ſcarce to be outdone by an enemy. By theſe means 
Heartfree, who might perhaps otherwiſe have vent- 
ed ſome little concern for that recommendation 
which Wild had given him to the Count, was totally 
prevented from any ſuch endeavour, and, like an 
invading prince, when attacked in his own domi- 
nions, forced to recal his whole ſtrength to defend 
himſelf at home. This indeed he did fo well, by 
inſiſting on the figure and outward appearance of = 
Count and his equipage, that Wild at length 

a little more gentle, and with a ſigh, ſaid, I con- 
<« feſs I have the leaſt reaſon of all mankind to cen- 
& ſure another for an imprudence of this nature, as 
* am myſelf the moſt eaſy to be impoſed upon, 
„ and indeed have been ſo by this Count, who, if he 
* be inſolvent, hath cheated me of five kunds red 
e pounds. But, for my own part,” ſaid he, I will 
not yet deſpair, nor would I have you. Many 
«© men have found ir convenient to retire, or ab- 
% ſcond for a while, and afterwards have paid their 
“ debts, or at leaſt handſomely compounded them. 
„This I am certain of, ſhould a compoſition take 
place, which is the worlt I think that can be ap- 
„ prchended, I ſhall be the only loſer ; for I ſhall 
* think myſelf obliged in honour to repair your loſs, 
even though you mult confeſs it was principally 


** owing to your own folly, Z- had I imagined 
(e 7 
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<« it neceſſary, I would have cautioned you; but I 
« thought the part of the town where he lived, 
« ſufficient caution not to truſt him. And ſuch 
% a fum!——The devil muſt have been in you 
4 certainly!“ 5 = 
TEIS was a degree of impudence beyond poor 
Mrs. Heartfree's imagination, Though ſhe had be- 
fore vented the moſt violent execrations on Wild, 


| ſhe was now thoroughly ſatisfied of his innocence, 
and begged him not to inſiſt any longer on what he 
perceived ſo deeply affected her huſband. She ſaid, 
trade could not be carried on without credit, and 


ſurely he was ſufficiently juſtified in giving it to ſuch 
a perſon as the Count appeared to be. Beſides, ſhe 
faid, reflections on what was paſt and irretrievable 
would be of little ſervice; that their preſent buſineſs 
was to conſider how to prevent the evil conſequences 
which threatened, and firſt to endeavour to procure 


her huſband. his liberty. Why doth he not procure 
bail? ſaid Wild. Alas! Sir, ſaid ſhe, we have ap- 
plied to many of our acquaintance in vain ; we have 


met with excuſes even where we could leaſt expect 
them. Not bail!” anſwered Wild, in a paſſion, he 
„ ſhall have bail, if there is any in the world. It is 


„now very late, but truſt me to procure him bail 


* to-morrow morning.“ — 
Ms. Heartfree received theſe profeſſions with 
tears, and told Wild he was a friend indeed. She 
then propoſed to ſtay that evening with her huſband ; 
but he would not permit her, on account of his little 
family, whom he would not agree to truſt to the care 
of ſervants in this time of confuſion. | 
A HACKNEY coach was then ſent for, but without 
ſucceſs; for theſe, like hackney friends, always offer 
themſelves in the ſunſhine, but are never to be found 
when you want them. And as for a chair, Mr. Snap 
lived in a part of the town which chairmen very little 
frequent. . The good woman was therefore obliged 
to walk home, whither the gallant Wild offered to 
Ew attend 
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attend her as a protector. This favour was thank- 
Fully. accepted, and the huſband and wife having 
taken a tender leave of each other, the former was 
locked in, and the latter locked out by the hands of 
Mr. Snap himſelf, 

As this viſit of Mr. Wild's to Heartfree may ſcem 

one of thoſe paſſages in hiſtory, which writers, Draw- 
canſir- like, introduce only becauſe they dare; indeed 
as it may ſeem ſomewhat contradictory to the great- 
neſs of our. hero, and may tend to blemiſh his cha- 
racter with an imputation of that kind of friendſhip, 
which ſavours too much of weakneſsand imprudence; 
it may be neceſſary to account for this viſit, eſpecially 
to our more ſagacious readers, hoſe ſatisfaction we 
ſhall always conſult in the moſt eſpecial manner. 
They are to know then, that, at the firſt interview 
with Mrs. Heartfree, Mr. Wild had conceived that 
paſſion, or affection, or friendſhip, or deſire for that 
handſome creature, which the gentlemen of this our 
age agree to call LOV; and which is indeed no other 
than that kind of. affection which, after the exerciſe 
of the dominical day is over, a luſty divine is apt to 
conceive for the well-dreſt ſurloin or handſome but- 
tock, which the well-edified ſquire in gratitude ſets 
before him, and which, ſo violent is his love, he 
devours in imagination the moment he ſees it. Not 
leſs ardent was the hungry paſſion of our hero, who, 
from the moment he had caſt his eyes on that charm- 
ing diſh, had caſt about in his mind by what me- 
thod he might come at it. This, as he perceived, 
might moſt eaſily be effected after the ruin of Heart- 
free, which, for other conſiderations, he had intended. 
So he poſtponed all endeavours for this purpoſe, till 
he had firſt effected what, by order of time, was 
regularly to precede this latter deſign: with ſuch 
regularity did this our hero conduct all his ſchemes, 
and ſo truly ſuperior was he to all the efforts of 
paſſion, which ſo often diſconcert and diſappoint the 
nobleſt VIEWS of others, | 


3 
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CHAP. IX. 


More GREATNESS in Wild. A bw ſcene between 
Mrs. Heartfree and her children, and a ſcheme of 
our bero, worthy the higheſt admiration, and even 


e A 

WIEN firſt Wild conducted his flame (or 

rather his diſh, to continue our metaphor) 
from the proprietor, he had projected a defign of 
conveying her to one of thoſe eating-houſes in Co- 
vent-Garden, where female fleſh is deliciouſly dreſt, 
and ſerved up to the greedy appetites of young gen- 
tlemen; but fearing leſt ſhe ſhould not come readily 
enough i into his wiſhes, and that, by too eager and 
haſty a purſuit, he ſhould fruſtrate his future ex- 
pectations, and luckily at the ſame time a noble 
hint ſuggeſting itſelf 4 him, by which he might 
almoſt inevitably ſecure his pleaſure, together with 
his profit, he contented himſelf with waiting on 
Mrs. Heartfree home, and, after many proteſtations 
of friendſhip and ſervice to her huſband, took his 
leave, and promiſed to viſit her early in the morning, 
and to conduct her back to Mr. Snap's. 

Wrr.D now retired to a night-cellar, where he 
found ſeveral of his acquaintance, withwhom he ſpent 
the remaining part of the night in revelling ; nor did 
the leaſt compaſſion for Heartfree's misfortunes di- 
furb the pleaſure of his cups. So truly great was 
his ſoul, that it was abſolutely compoſed, fave that 
an apprehenſion of Mits Tiſhy's making ſome difco- 
very (as ſhe was then in no good temper towards 
im) a little ruffled and diſquieted the perfect ſerenity 
he would otherwiſe have enjoyed. As he had, there- 
fore, no opportunity of ſeeing her that evening, he 
wrote her a letcer full of ten thouſand proteſtations of 


honourable love, and (which he more depended on) 
con- 


The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 493 
containing as many promiſes, in order to bring the 
young lady into good humour, without acquainting 
her in the leaſt with his ſuſpicion, or giving her any 
caution; for it was his conſtant maxim, never to put 
it into any one's head to do you a miſchief, by ac- 
quainting him that it 1s in his power. 5 

We muſt now return to Mrs. Heartfree, who 
paſt a ſleepleſs night in as great agonies and horror 
for the abſence of her huſband, as a fine well-bred 
woman would feel at the return of her's from a lon 

voyage or journey. In the morning the children be- 

ing brought to her, the eldeſt aſked, where dear Papa 
was ? At which ſhe could not refrain from burſting 
into tears. The child perceiving it, ſaid, Don't cry 
Mama, 1 am. ſure Papa would not ſtay abroad if be 
could help it. At thele words ſhe caught the child 
in her arms, and throwing herſelf into the chair, in 
an agony. of paſſion, cried out, No, my child, nor 
| ſoall all the malice of hell keep us long aſunder. 

THESE are circumſtances. which we ſhould not, 

for the amuſement of ſix or ſeven readers only, have 
inſerted, had they not ſerved to ſhew, that there are 
weakneſſes in vulgar life, to which great minds are 
ſo entirely ftrangers, that they have not even an idea 
of them; and, ſecondly, by expoſing the folly of 
this low creature, to ſet off and elevate that great- 
neſs, of which we endeavour to draw a true portrait 
in this hiſtory, _ 

Wi1LD entering the room, found the mother with 

one Child in her arms, and the other at her knee. 
After paying her his compliments, he deſired her 
to diſmiſs the children and ſervant, for that he had 
ſomething of the greateſt moment to impart to her. 

SHE immediately complied with his requeſt, and, 

the door being ſhut, aſked him with great eagerneſs 
if he had ſucceeded in his intentions of procuring . 
the bail. Heanſwered, he had not endeavoured at it 
yet; for a ſcheme had entered into his head, by 


which ſhe might certainly preferye her huſband, 
F = herſelf, 
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| herſelf, and her family. In order to which he ad- 
viſed her inſtantly to remove with the moſt valuable 
_ Jewels ſhe had to Holland, before any ſtatute of 
bankruptcy iſſued to prevent her; that he would 
himſelf attend her thither, and place her in ſafety, 
and then return to deliver her huſband, who would 
be thus eaſily able to ſatisfy his creditors. He added, 
that he was that inſtant come from Snap's, where 
he had communicated the ſcheme to Heartfree, who 
had greatly approved of it, and deſired her to put it 
in execution without delay, concluding that a mo- 
megt was not to be loſt. 

Taz mention of her huſband's approbation left no 
doubt in this poor woman's breaſt, ſhe only deſired a 
moment's time to pay him a viſit, in order to take 
her leave. But Wild peremptorily refuſed ; he ſaid 
by every moment's delay ſhe riſqued the ruin of 
her family ; that ſhe would be abſent only a few days 
from him, for that the moment he had lodged her 
fafe in Holland, he would return, procure her huſband 
his liberty, and bring him to her. I have been the 
unfortunate, the innocent cauſe of all my dear Tom's 
calamity, Madam, ſaid he; and I will periſh with 
him, or ſee him out of it. Mrs. Heartfree over- 
flowed with acknowledgments of his goodneſs; but 
ſtill begged for the ſhorteſt interview with her huſ- 
band. Wild declared, that a minute's delay might 
be fatal; and added, though with the voice of ſorrow 
rather than of anger, that if ſhe had not reſolution 
enough to execute the commands he brought her 
from her huſband, his ruin would he at her door; 
and, for his own part, he muſt give 12 any farther 
meddling in his affairs. 

Sun then propoſed to take her children with her; 
but Wild would not permit it, ſaying, they would 
only retard their flight, and that it would be pro- 
perer for her kuſband to bring them. He at length 
abſolutely prevailed on this poor woman, who im- 
mediately 1 vp the molt valuable effects _ 

cou 
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could find, and, after taking a tender leave of her 
infants, earneſtly commended them to the care of 
a very faithful ſervant. Then they called a hackney- 
coach, which conveyed them to an inn, where they 
were furniſhed with a chariot and fix, in which they 
ſet forward for Harwich. | 

| WiLD rode with an exulting heart; ſecure, as he 
now thought himſelf, of the poſſeſſion of that lovely 
woman, together with a rich cargo. In ſhort, he en- 
Joyed in his mind all the happineſs which unbridled 
luſt and rapacious avarice could promiſe him. As 
to the poor creature, who was to ſatisfy theſe paſ- 
ſions, her whole ſoul was employed in reflecting on 
the condition of her huſband and children. A ſingle 
word ſcarce eſcaped her lips, tho' many a tear guſned 
from her brilliant eyes, which, if I may uſe a coarſe 
expreſſion, ſerved only as delicious ſauce to heighten 
the appetite of Wild, | | 


CHAP + 
Sea-adventures very new and ſurpriſing. 


WIEN they arrived at Harwich, they found 

a veſſel, which had put in there, juſt ready 
to depart for Rotterdam. So they went imme- 
diately on board, and failed with a fair wind ; but 
they had, hardly proceeded out of ſight of land, when 
a ſudden and violent ſtorm aroſe, and drove them to 
the South-Weſt ; inſomuch that the captain appre- 
hended it impoſſible to avoid the Goodwin ſands, 
and he and all his crew gave themſelves for loſt. 
Mrs. Heartfree, who had no other apprehenſions 


from death, but thoſe of leaving her dear huſband _ 


and children, fell on her knees to beſeech the Al- 
mighty's favour, when Wild, with a contempt of 
danger truly great, took a reſolution as worthy to 
be admired perhaps as any recorded of the braveſt 
hero, ancient or modern ; a reſolution, which plainly 

EE 0 > | proved 
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proved him to have theſe two qualifications ſo ne- 
ceſſary to a hero, to be ſuperior to all the energies 
of fear or pity. He ſaw the tyrant death ready to 
reſcue from him his intended prey, which he had 
yet devoured only in imagination. He therefore 
ſwore he would prevent him, and immediately at- 
tacked the poor wretch, who was in the utmoſt ago- 
nies of deſpair, firſt with ſolicitation, and afterwards 
with force. 

\ Mxs. Heartfree, the moment ſhe od his 
meaning, which, in her preſent temper of mind, 
and in the opinion ſhe held of him, ſhe did not im- 
mediately, rejected him with all the repulſes which 
indignation and horror could animate; but when he 
attempted violence, ſhe filled the cabbin with her 
fhrieks, which were ſo vehement, that they reached 
the ears of the captain, the ſtorm at this time luckily 
abating. This man, who was a brute, rather from 
his education, and the element he inhabited, than 
from nature, ran haitily down to her aſſiſtance, and 
finding her ſtruggling on the ground with our hero, 
he preſently reſcued her from her intended raviſher 
who was ſoon obliged to quit the woman, in order 
to engage with her luſty champion, who ſpared nei- 
ther pains nor blows in the aſſiſtance of his fair paſ- 
ſenger. 

Wurm the ſhort battle was over, in which our 
hero, had he not been overpowered with numbers, 
who came down on their captain's ſide, would have 
been victorious; the captain rapped out a hearty 
. cath, and aſked Wild, F he had no more chriſtianity 
in lim than to raviſh a woman in a ſtorm? To 
which the other greatly and ſullenly anſwered : It 
«< was very well; but d——n him if he had not 
« ſatisfaction the moment they. came on ſhore.” 
The captain with great {corn replied, X/ &c. 
and then forcing Wild out of the cabbin, he, at 
Mrs. Heartfree's requeſt, locked her into it, and re- 


turned to the care of his ſhip, 
| ; THE 
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Tus ſtorm was now entirely ceaſed, and nothing 
remained but the uſual ruffling of the fea after 1 it, 
when one of the ſailors ſpied a ſail at a diſtance, which 
the captain wiſely apprehended might be a privateer 
(for we were then engaged in a war with France) 
and immediately ordered all the ſail poſſible to be 
crowded ; but his caution was in vain; for the little 
wind which then blew, was directly adverſe; lo that 
the ſhip bore down upon them, and ſoon appeared 2 
to be what the caprain had feared, a French priva- 
teer. He was in no condition of reſiſtance, and 
immediately ſtruck on her firing the firſt gun. The 
captain of the F:enchman, with ſeveral of his hands, 
came on board the Engliſh veſſel; which they rifled 
of every thing valuable, and, amongſt the reſt, of 
poor Mrs. Heartfree's whole cargo; and then tak- 
ing the crew, together with the two paſſengers, aboard 
his own ſhip, he determined, as the other would be 
only a burthen to him, to Gok her, ſhe being very 
old and leaky, and not worth going back with to 
Dunkirk. He preſerved, therefore, nothing but the 
| boat, as his own was none of the beſt, and then 
pouring a broadlide into her, he ſent her to the bot- 
tom. | 
Taz French captain, who was a very young fel- 
tow, and a man of gallantry, was preſently enamoured 
to no ſmall degree with his beautiful captive; and 
imagining Wild, from ſome words he dropt, to be 
her huſband, notwithſtanding the ill affection towards 
him which appeared in her looks, he aſked her, If 
ſhe underſtood French? She anſwered in the affirma- 
tive, for indeed ſhe did perfectly well. He then 
| aſked her, how long ſhe and that gentleman (point- 
ing to Wild) had been married ? She anſwered with 
a deep ſigh, and many tears, that ſhe was married in- 
deed, but not to that villain, who was the ſole cauſe 
of all her misfortunes. That appellation raiſed a cu- 
riolity in the captain, and he importuned her in ſo 
preſſing, but gentle a manner, to acquaint him with 
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the injuries ſhe complained of, that ſhe was at laſt pre- 


vailed on to recount to him the whole hiſtory of her 
afflictions. This ſo moved the captain, who had too 


little notions of greatneſs, and fo incenſed him againſt 


our hero, that he reſolved to puniſh him; and, with- 

out regard to the Jaws of war, he immediately or- 
dered out his ſhattered boat, and, making Wild a 
preſent of half-a-dozen biſcuits to prolong his miſery, 

he put him therein, and then committing him to the 
mercy of the ſea, proceeded on his cruize. 


CH AF. I. 


T he great and wonderful behaviour of our Hero in the 
boat. 


T is probable, that a deſire of ingratiating himſelf 

with his charming captive, or rather conqueror, 
had no little ſhare in promoting this extraordinary act 
of illegal juſtice; for the Frenchman had conceived 
the ſame ſort of paſſion, or hunger, which Wild 
himſelf had felr, and was almoſt as much refolved, 
by ſome means or other, to ſatisfy it. We will leave 
him, however, at preſent, in the purſuit of his wiſhes, 


and attend our hero in his boat; ſince it is in circum- 


ſtances of diſtreſs that true greatneſs appears moſt 
wonderful, For that a prince in the midſt of his 
courtiers, all ready to compliment him with his fa- 
vourite character, or title, and indeed, with every 
thing elſe; or that a conqueror, at the head of an 
hundred thouſand men, all prepared to execute his 
will, how ambitious, wanton, or cruel ſcever, ſhould, 
in the giddineſs of their pride, elevate themſelves 
many degrees above thoſe their tools, ſeems not 
difficult to be imagined, or indeed accounted for. 
But that a man in chains, in priſon, nay, in the vileſt 
dungeon, ſhould, with perſevering pride and obſti- 
nate dignity, diſcover that vaſt ſuperiority in his own 
nature over the reſt of mankind, who to a vulgar eye 

5 9 ſeem 
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ſcem much happier than himſelf; nay, that he ſhould 
diſcover heaven and providence (whofe peculiar calc, 
it ſeems, he is) at that very time at work for him; 
this is among the arcana of greatneis, to he perfectly 
underſtood only by an adept in that ſcience. 

War could be imagined more miferable than the 
ſituation of our hero at this ſeaſon, floating in a little 
boat on the open ſeas, without oar, without fail, and 
at the mercy of the firſt wave to overwhelm kim ? 
nay this was indeed the fair {ide of his fortune, as it 
was a much more eligible fate than that alternative, 
which threatened him with almoſt unavoidable cer- 
tainty, viz. ſtarving with hunger, the ſure conſc- 
quence of a continuance of the calm. | 

Ou hero, finding himſelf in this condition, be- 
gan to ejaculate a round of blaſphemies, which the 
reader, without being over pioos, might be offended 
at ſceing repeated. He then accuſed the whole female 
ſex, and the paſſion of love (as he called it) partieu- 
larly that which he bore to Mrs. Heartiree, as the 
unhappy occaſionof his preſentſufferings. At length, 
finding himſelf deſcending too much into the fan- 
guage of meanneſs and conplaint, he ſtopp'd ſhort, 
and ſoon after broke forth as follows: D n it, 
% a man can die but once, what ſignites it! Every 
“ man muſt die, and when it is over it is over. I 
never was afraid of any thing yet, nor I won't be- 
„ gin now; no, d n me, won't I. What ſigni- 
fies fear * 7 I ſhall die whether I am afraid or no; 
„Who's afraid then, d — n mes? At hſen 
words he looked extremely kerce, but recollecting 
that no one was preſent to ſee him, he relaxed a little 
the terror of his countenance, and pauſing a While, 
repeated the word, d——n ! Suppoſe I ſhould be 

« d--nedatlaft,” cries he, hen I never thought a ſyl- 
< lable of the matter! Ihave often laughed and made 
a jeſt about it, and yet it may, be ſo, tor any thing 
« which I know to the contrary. If there ſhould be 
£6 another world it will go hard with me, that is cer- 
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<* tain. I ſhall never eſcape for what I have done to 
% Heartfree. The devil muſt have me for that un- 
& doubtedly. The devil! Pſhaw! I am not fuch a 
<* fool to be frighten' d at him neither. No, no; 
* when a man's dead, there's an end of him. I wiſh 
I was certainly ſatisfied of it though ; for there are 
* ſome men of learning, as I have heard, of a diffe- 
“ rent opinion. It is but a bad chance, methinks, I 
* ſtand. If there be no other world, why I ſhall be in 
© no worſe condition than a block or a ſtone : But if 
& there ſhould, d—n me, I will think no 
“longer about it. Let a pack of cowardly raſcals 
cc he afraid of death, I dare look him in the face. But 
5 ſhall I ſtay and be ſtarved ! — No, I will eat up 
<« the biſcuits the French ſon of a whore beſtowed on 
* me, and then leap into the ſea for drink, ſince 
e the unconſcionable dog hath not allowed me a ſingle 
« dram.” Having thus ſaid, he proceeded imme- 
diately to put his purpole in execution, and as his re- 
ſolution never failed him, he had no ſooner diſpatch- 
ed the ſmall quantity of proviſion, which his enemy 
had with no vaſt liberality preſented a than he 
caſt himſelf headlong into the ſea. 


N 


N 


HA 
T he range and yet natural eſcape of our Hero. 


O UR hero having with wonderful e 
thrown himſelf into the ſea, as we mentioned 
aàt the end of the laſt chapter, was miraculouſly within 
two minutes after replaced in his boat; and this 
without the aſſiſtance of a dolphin or ſeahorſe, of 
any other fiſn or animal, who are always as ready at 
hand when a poet or hiſtorian pleaſes to call for them 
co carry a hero through a ſea, as any chairman at a 
coffeehouſe door near St. James's, to convey a beau 
over a ſtreet, and preſerve his white ſtockings. The 


much! is, we do not chuſe to have any recourſe to mi- 
racles, 
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racles, from the ſtrict obſervance we pay to that 
rule of Horace, 

Nec Deus interfit, niſi dignus 3 nodus. 

The meaning of which is, Do not bring in a ſuperna- 
tural agent when you can do without him; and in- 
deed, we are much deeper read in natural than ſuper- 
natural cauſes. We will therefore endeavour to ac- 

count for this extraordinary event from the former of 
theſe; and in doing this it will be neceſſary to diſ- 

cloſe ſome profound ſecrets to our reader, extremely 

well worth his knowing, and which may ſerve him 

to account for many occurrences of the phænome- 

nous kind which have formerly appeared in this our 

hemiſphere. 

Bx it known then, that the great Alma Mater, na · 
ture, is of all other females the moſt obſtinate, and 
tenacious of her purpoſe. So true is that obſerva- 
tion, 

Naturam expellas furca licet, uſque recurret. 
Which I need not render in Engliſh, it being to be 
found in a book which moſt fine gentlemen are forced 
to read. Whatever nature, therefore, purpoſes to 
herſelf, ſhe never ſuffers any reaſon, deſign, or ac- 
cident to fruſtrate, Now, though it may ſeem to a 
ſhallow obſerver, that ſome perſons were deſigned by 
nature for no uſe or purpoſe whatever; yet certain it 

is, that no man is born into the world without his 
particular allotment ; viz. ſome to be kings, ſome 
ſtateſmen, ſome embaſſadors, ſome biſhops, ſome ge- 
nerals, and ſo on. Of theſe there be two kinds; thoſe 
to whom nature is ſo generous to give ſome en- 
dowment, qualifying them for the parts ſhe intends 
them afterwards to act on this ſtage ; and thoſe whom 
ſhe uſes as inſtances of her unlimited power, and 
for whole preterment to ſuch and ſuch ſtations Solo- 
mon himſelf could have invented no other reaſon 
than that nature deſigned them ſo. Theſe latter ſome 
great philoſophers have, to ſhew them to be the fa- 
vourites of nature, diſtinguiſhed by the honourable 

5 appellation 
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appellation of NaTuRAaLs. Indeed the true reaſon 
of the general ignorance of mankind on this head 
ſeems to be this; That as nature chuſes to execute 
theſe her purpoſes by certain ſecond cauſes, and as 
many of theſe ſecond cauſes feem fo totally foreign 
to her deßgn, the wit of man, which, like his eye, 
jees beſt directly forward, and very little and im- 
perfectly what is oblique, is not able to diſcern the 
end by the means. Thus, how a handſome wife or 
davghter ſhould contribute to execute her original 
deſignation of a general; or how flattery, or half a 
dozen houſes in a borough-town, ſhould denote a 
judge, or a bithop, he is not capable of compre- 
hending. And, indeed, we ourſelves, wiſe as we 


are, arc forced to reaſon ab Heu, and if we had been 


a%ea what nature had intended ſuch men for, before 
the herſelf had by the event demonſtrated her pur- 


poſe, it is poſtible we might ſometimes have been 


uzzled to declare; for it mak be confeſſed, that at 
nrſt ſight, and to a mind unigſpired, a man of vaſt 
natural capacity and much acquired knowledge may 
ſeem by nature deſigned for power and honour, rather 
than cne remarkable only for the want of theſe, and 
indeed all other qualifications; whereas daily experi- 
ENCE convinces us of the contrary, and drives us as it 
were into the opinion I have here diſcloſed. 


Now, nature having originally intended our great 
man for that final exaltation, which, as it is the moſt 


= and becoming end of all great men, it were 
eartily to be wiſhed they might all arrive at; would 
by no means be diverted from her purpoſe. She 
therefore no ſooner ſpied him in the water, than ſhe 
ſoftly whiipered in his ear to attempt the recovery 
of his boat; which call he immediately obeyed, and 
being a god ſwimmer, and it being a perfect calm, 
with « great facility accompliſhed it. 

Tus we think this paſſage in our hiſtory, at firſt 

ſo greatly ſurpriſing, is very naturally accounted for; 


and our relation reſcued from the Prodigious, which, 
though 


” 
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though it often occurs in biography, is not to be en- 
couraged nor much commended on any occafion, 
unleſs when abſolutely neceſſary to prevent the hiſ- 
tory's being at an end. Secondly, we hope our hero 
is juſtified from that imputation of want of refolu- 
tion, which muſt have been fatal to the greatnels of 


his character. 
HA 


The concluſion of the boat adventure, and the end of the 
ſecond book. 


0 UR hero paſs'd the remainder of the evening, 
the night, and the next day, in a condition not 
much to be envied by any paſſion of the human mind, 
unleſs by ambition; which, provided it can only en- 
tertain itſelf with the moſt diſtant muſic of fame's 
trumpet, can diſdain all the pleaſures of the ſenſualiſt, 
and thoſe more ſolemn, tho? quieter comforts, which 
a good conſcience ſuggeſts to a chriſtian philoſopher. 
He ſpent his time in contemplation, that is to ſay, 
in blaſpheming, curſing, and ſometimes ſinging and 
whiſtling. At laſt, when cold and hunger had al- 
moſt ſubdued his native fierceneſs, it being a good 
deal paſt midnight, and extremely dark, he thought 
he beheld a light at a diſtance, which the cloudineſs 
of the ſky prevented his miſtaking for a ſtar : This 
light, however, did not ſeem to approach him, at 
eaſt it approached by ſuch imperceptible degrees, 
that it gave him very little comfort, and at length 
totally forſook him. He then renewed his contem- 
plation as before, in which he continued till the da 
began to break; when, to his inexpreſſible delight, 
he beheld a fail at a very little diſtance, and which 
luckily ſeemed to be making towards him. He was 
likewiſe ſoon eſpied by thoſe in the veſſel, who want- 
ed no ſignals to inform them of his diſtreſs, and as it 
was almoſt a calm, and their courſe lay within five 
* K 4 Hundred 
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hundred yards of him, they hoiſted out their boat and 
fetched him aboard. 

THe captain of the ſhip was a 1 ſhe 
was laden with deal from Norway, and had been 
extremely ſhattered in the late ſtorm. T his captain 
was of that kind of men, who are actuated by a ge- 
neral humanity, and whoſe compaſſian can be raiſed 
by the diſtreſs of a fellow- creature, though of a nation 
whole king hath quarrelled with the monarch of their 
own. He therefore commilerating the circumſtances 
of Wild, who had dreſs'd up a ſtory proper to im- 
poſe upon ſuch a filly fellow; told him, that, as him- 
ſelf well knew, he mult be a priſoner on his arrival 
in France, but that he would endeavour to procure 
his redemption ; for which our hero greatly thanked 
him. But as they were making very flow ſail (for 
they had loſt their main-maſt in the ſtorm) Wild 
ſaw a little veſſel at a diſtance, they being within a 
few leagues of the Engliſh ſhore, which, on enquiry, 
he was informed was probably an Engliſh fiſning- 
boat. And, it being then perfectly calm, he promi- 
ſed, that if they would accommodate him with a pair 
ol ſcullers, he could get within reach of the boat, at 
leaſt near enough to make ſignals to her; and he pre- 
ferred any riſque to the ceitain fate of being a pri- 
ſoner. As his courage was ſomewhat reſtored by the 
proviſions (eſpecially brandy) with which the French- 
man had ſupplied him, he was fo earneſt in his en- 
treaties that the captain, after many perſuaſions, at 
length complied; and he was furniſhed with ſcul- 
lers, and with fome bread, pork, and a bottle of 
br.ndy. Then, taking leave of his preſervers, he 
again betcok himicif to his boat, and rowed fo hear- 
tily, that i e ſoon came w thin the ſight of the fiſher- 
man, who immediately made towards him, and took 
him aboard. 

No ſooner was Wild got ſafe on board the fiſner- 
man, than he begged him to make the utmoſt ſpeed 
into Pcal; for that the veſſel which was ſtill in ſight, 
| | was 
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was a diſtreſſed Frenchman, bound for Havre de 
Grace, and might eaſily be made a prize, if there 
was any ſhip ready to go in purſuit of her. So nobly 
and greatly did our hero neglect all obligations con- 
ferred on him by the enemies of his country, that he 
would have contributed all he could to the taking 
his benefactor, to whom he owed both his life and 
his liberty. 

Tu fiſherman took his advice, and ſoon arrived 
at Deal, where the reader will, I doubt not, be as 
much concerned as Wild was, that there was not a 
ſingle ſhip prepared to go on the expedition. 

Ou hero now ſaw himſelf once more ſafe on Terra 
Firma; but unluckily at ſome diſtance from that city 
where men of ingenuity can moſt eaſily ſupply their 
wants without the aſſiſtance of money, or rather can 
moſt eaſily procure money for the ſupply of their 
wants, However, as his talents were ſuper1or to every 
difficulty, he framed ſo dexterous an account of his 
being a merchant, having been taken and plundered 
by the enemy, and of his great effects in London, 
that he was not only heartily regaled by the fiſher- 
man at his houſe; but made ſo handſome a booty by 
way of borrowing, a method of taking which we have 
before mentioned to have his approbation, that he was 
enabled to provide himſelf with a place in the ſtage- 
coach ; which (as God permitted it to perform the 
journey) brought him, ac the appointed time, to an 
inn in the metropolis. 

Ap now, reader, as thou canſt be in no ſuſpenſe 
for the fate of our great man, ſince we have returned 
him ſafe to the principal ſcene of his glory, we will a 
little look back on the fortunes of Mr. Heartfree, 
whom we left in no very pleaſant ſituation z but of 
this we ſhall treat in the next book. 


— — — — — 
E ˙¹ w r TSS 


n 1 


THE 


1 VV 


OF THE 
+ F< 
OF THE LATE 


Mr. JONATHAN WILD Taz GREAT. 


B O O K HL 


CHAP. I. 


T be low ond pieiful behavicur of Heartiree ; and the 
fooliſh conduct of his apprentice, 


FT IIS misfortunes did not entirely prevent 
[ei from cloſing his eyes. On the 
| contrary, he flept ſeveral hours the firſt night 
of his confinement. However, he perhaps paid too 
Teverely dear both for his repoſe, and for a ſweet 
dream which accompanied 1t, and repreſented his 
little family in one of thoſe tender ſcenes, which had 
frequently paſs'd in the days of his happineſs and 
projperity, when the proviſion they were making for 
the future fortunes of their children uſed to be one 
of the moſt agreeable topics of diſcourſe, with which 
he and his wife entertained themſelves. The plea- 
ſantneſs of this viſion, therefore, ferved only, on his 


awaking, to ſet forth his preſent miſery with addi- 
tional 
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tional horror, and to heighten the dreadful ideas 
which now crowded on his mind. 

He had ſpent a conſiderable time after his firſt riſ- 
ing from the bed on which he had, without undreſſing, 
thrown himſelf, and now began to wonder at Mrs. 
Heartfree's long abſence; but as the mind is deſirous 
(and perhaps wiſely too) to comfort itſelf with draw- 
ing the moſt flattering concluſions from all events; 
{o he hoped the longer her {tay was, the more certain 
was his deliverance. At length his impatience prevail- 
ed, and he was juſt going to diſpatch a meſſenger to 
his own houſe, when his apprentice came to pay him 
a viſit, and, on his enquiry, informed him, that his 
wife had departed i in company with Mr. Wild many 
hours before, and had carried all his moſt valuable 
effects with her; adding at the ſame time, that ſhe 
had herſelf poſitively acquainted him ſhe had her 
huſband's expreſs orders for ſo doing, and that ſhe 
was gone to Holland. 

Ir is the obſervation of many wiſe men, who have 
ſtudied the anatomy of the human ſoul with more 
attention than our young phyſicians generally beſtow 
on that of the body, that great and violent ſurprize 
hath a different effect from that which is wrought in 
a good houſewife by perceiving any diſorders in her 
kitchen ; who, on ſuch occaſions, commonly ſpreads 
the diſorder, not only over her whole family, but 
over the whole neighbourhood. Now, theſe great 
calamities, eſpecially when ſudden, tend to ſtifle and 
deaden all the faculties, inſtead of rouſing them; 
and accordingly Herodotus tells us a ſtory of Crœ- 
ſus, king of Lydia, who, on beholding his ſervants 
and courtiers led captive, wept bitterly; but when 
he ſaw his wife and children in that condition, ſtood 
ſtupid and motionleſs; ſo ſtood poor Heartfree on 
this relation of his apprentice, nothing moving but 
his colour, which entirely forſook his countenance. 


THe 
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Tre apprentice, who had not in the leaſt doubted 
the veracity of his miſtreſs, perceiving the ſurprize 
Which too viſibly appeared in his maſter, became 
tpeechleſs likewiſe, and both remained filent ſome 
minutes, gazing with aſtoniſhment and horror at each 
other. At laſt Heartfree cry'd out in an agony: My 
« wite deſerted me in my misfortunes !”” «© Heaven 
* forbid, Sir,” anſwered the other. And what is 
*« become of my poor children,” replied Heartfree? 
They are at home, Sir,” ſaid the apprentice. 

Heaven be praiſed ! She hath forſaken them too,” 
cries Heartfree: Fetch them hither this inſtant. 
* Go, my dear Jack, bring hither my little all 
« which remains now: Fly, child, if thou doſt not 
< intend likewiſe to forſake me in my afflictions.“ 
The youth anſwered, he would die ſooner than enter- 
tain ſuch a thought, and begging his maſter to be 
comforted, inftantly obeyed his orders. 

HEARTFREE, the moment the young man was 
departed, threw himſelt on his bed in an agony of de- 
ſpair; but, recollecting himſelf after he had vented the 
firſt ſallies of his paſſion, he began to queſtion the infi- 
delity of his wife as a matter impoſſible. He ran over 
in his thoughts the uninterrupted tenderneſs which 
Me had always ſhewn him, and, for a minute, blam- 
ed the raſnneſs of his belief againſt her; *till che many 
circumſtances of her having left him ſo/ long, and 
neither writ nor ſent to him ſince her departure with 
all his effects and with Wild, of whom he was not 
before without ſuſpicion; and laſtly and chiefly, her 
falſe pretence to his commands, entirely turned the 
ſcale, and convinced him of her diſloyalty. 

Wullk he was in theſe agitations of mind, the 

od apprentice, who had uſed the utmoſt expedition, 
brought his children to him. He embraced them with 
the moſt paſſionate fondneſs, and imprinted number- 
leſs kiſſes on their little lips. The little girl flew to 
him with almoſt as much eagerneſs as he himſelf ex- 
preſt at her ſight, and cry'd out: O Papa, wy 

| cc 1 
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* did you not come home to poor mamma all this 
„ while; I thought you would not have left your 
« little Nancy fo long.” After which he aſked her 
for her mother, and was told ſhe had kiſs'd them 
both in the morning, and cried very much for his 
abſence. All which brought a flood of tears into 
the eyes of this weak, filly man, who had not great- 
neſs ſufficient to conquer theſe low efforts of tender- 
neſs and humanity. - 

He then proceeded to enquire of the maid ſervant, 
who acquainted him, that ſhe knew no more than that 
her miſtreſs had taken leave of her children in the 
morning with many tears and kiſſes, and had recom- 
mended them in the moſt earneſt manner to her care; 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe had promiſed faithfully to take care of 
them, and would, while they were entruſted to her, 
fulfil her promiſe. For which profeſſion Heartfree 
expreſſed much gratitude to her; and, after indulg- 
ing himſelf with ſome little fondneſſes, which we ſhall 
not relate, he delivered his children into the good wo- 
man's hands, and diſmiſſed her. 


CHAP. II. 


A foliloquy of Heartfree's, full of low and baſe ideas, 
without a ſyllable of GREATNESS. 


BEING now alone, he ſat ſome ſhort time ſi- | 
lent, and then burit forth into the following ſo- 
Hloquy : 

« What ſhall I do? Shall I abandon myſelf to a 
* diſpirited deſpair, or fly in the face of the Al- 
mighty? Surely both are unworthy of a wiſe man; 
% for what can be more vain than weakly to lament 
„ my fortune, if irretrievable, or, if hope remains, 
< to offend that being, who can moſt ſtrongly ſup- 
* port it: But are my paſſions then voluntary * Am] 
5 ſo abſolutely their maſter, that I can reſolve wich 
& myſelf, ſo far only will J grieve? . no. 

++ Reaſo 


& * 
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Reaſon, however we flatter ourſelves, hath not 
ſuch deſpotic empire in our minds, that it can, 
with imperial voice, huſh all our ſorrow in a mo- 
ment. Where then is its uſe? For either it is 
an empty found, and we are deceived in thinking 
we have reaſon, or it is given us to ſome end, 

and hath wh, e it by the all-wiſe Crea- 
tor. Why, what can 1ts office be, other than juſtly 
to weigh the worth of all things, and to direct us 
to that perfection of human wiſdom, which pro- 
portions our eſteem of every object to its real me- 
rit, and prevents us from over or under valuing 
whatever we hope for, we enjoy, or we loſe. Ir 
doth not fooliſhly ſay to us, Be not glad or Be not 
ſorry, which would be as vain and idle, as to bid 
the purling river ceaſe to run, or the raging wind 
to blow. It prevents us only from exulting, like 
children, when we receive a toy, or from lament- 
ing when we are deprived of it. Suppole then TI 
have loft the enjoyments of this world, and my 
expectation of future pleaſure and profit is for ever 
diſappointed ; what relief can my reaſon afford? 
What, unleſs it can ſhew me J had fixed my at- 
fections on a toy; that what I deſired was not, by 
a wiſe man, eagerly to be affected, nor its loſs 
violently deplored; for there are toys adapted to 
all ages, from the rattle to the throne; and per- 
haps the value of all is equal to their ſeveral poſ- 
ſeſſors; for if the rattle pleaſes the ear of the in- 
fant, what can the flattery of ſycophants give more 
to the prince. The latter 1s as far from examining 
into the reality and ſource of hispleaſure, as the for- 
mer; for if both did, they mult both equally deſpiſe 
ir. And ſurely, if we conſider them ſeriouſly, and 
compare them together, we ſhall be forced to con- 

clude all thoſe pomps and pleaſures, of which men 
are ſo fond, and which, through ſo much danger 
and difficulty, with ſuch violence and villany they 


ee, to be as worthleſs trifles as any 9 to 
l 


— 
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ſale in atoy-ſhop. I have often noted my little girt 
viewing, with eager eyes, a jointed baby; I have 
marked the pains and ſolicitations ſhe hath uſed, 

till I have been preyailed on to indulge her with it. 

At her firſt obtaining it, what joy hath tparkled 
in her countenance! with what raptures hath ſhe 
taken poſſefſion ; but how little ſatisfaction hatlt 
ſhe found in it! What pains to work out her 
amuſement from it! Its dreſs muſt be varied; the 
tinſct ornaments which firſt caught her eyes, pro- 
duce no longer pleaſure; ſhe endeavours to make 
it ſtand and walk in vain, and is conſtrained hertcit 
to ſupply it with converſation. In a day's time it 


is thrown by and neglected, and ſome leſs coſtly 
toy preferred to it. How like the ſituation of chis 


child is that of every man! What difficulties in the 
purſuit of his delires! What inanity in the poſſeſ- 


ſion of moſt, and ſatiety in thoſe which ſeem more 


real and ſubſtantial! The delights of mott men 
are as childiſh and as {ſuperficial as that of my little 


girl; a feather or a fiddle are their purſuits and 


their pleaſures through life, even to their ripett 
years, if ſuch men may be ſaid to attain any ripe- 
neſs at all. But let us ſurvey thoſe whote under- 
ſtandings are of a more elevated and refined tem- 


per: How empty do they ſoon find the world of 


enjoyments worth their deſire or attaining! How 
ſoon do they retreat to folitude and contempla- 
tion, to gardening and planting, and ſuch rural 
amuſements, where their trees and they enjoy the 


air and the fun in common, and both vezetate 
with very little difference between them. But 
ſuppoſe (which neither truth nor wiſdom will al- 


low) we could admit ſomething more valuable and 


{ſubſtantial in theſe bleſiings, mx not the uncer- 


tainty of their poſſeſſion be alone ſufficient to lower 
their price? Ho mean a tenure is that at the will 


of fortune, which chance, fraud, and rapine are 


cvery day fo likely to deprive. us of, and cite: 
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the more likely by how much the greater worth 
our poſſeſſions are of ! Is it not to place our affec- 
tions on a bubble in the water, or on a picture in 
the clouds? What madman would build a fine 
houſe, or frame a beautiful garden on land in which 
he held ſo uncertain an intereſt ? But again, was 
all this leſs undeniable, did fortune, the lady of 
our manor, leaſe to us for our lives; of how little 
conſideration mult even this term appear? For 
admitting that theſe pleaſures were not liable to be 
torn from us; how certainly muſt we be torn 
from them ! Perhaps to-morrow, —Nay, or even 
ſooner : For as the excellent poet ſays, 


«© Where is to-morrow ? In the other world. 
&« To thouſands this is true, and the reverſe 


« Ts ſure to none.“ 


But if I have no further hope in this world, can I 
have none beyond it? Surely thoſe laborious wri- 
ters, who have taken ſuch infinite pains to deſtroy 
or weaken all the proofs of futurity, have not ſo 
far ſucceeded as to exclude us from hope. That 
active principle in man which with ſuch boldneſs 
puſhes us on through every labour and difficulty, to 
attain the moſt diſtant and moſt improbable event 
in this world, will not ſurely deny us a little flat- 
tering proſpect of thoſe beautiful manſions, which, 
if they could be thought chimerical, muſt be al- 
lowed the lovelieſt which can entertain the eye of 
man; and to which the road, it we underſtand it 
rightly, appears to have ſo few thorns and briers 
in it, and to require ſo little labour and fatigue from 
thoſe who ſhall paſs through it, that its ways are 
truly ſaid to be ways of pleaſantneſs, and all its paths 
to be thoſe of peace. If the proofs of chriſtianity 
be as ſtrong as I imagine them, ſurely enough may 
be deduced from that ground only, to comtort and 
ſupport the moſt miſcrable man in his afflictions. 
And this I think my reaſon telle me, that if the 
pro: 
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e profeſſors and propagators of infidelity are in the 
right, the loſſes which death brings to the virtuous 
are not worth their lamenting ; but if theſe are, as 
certainly they ſeem, in the wrong, the bleſſings it 
e procures them are not ſufficiently to be covered 
«© and rejoiced at. 

« On my own account then, I have no cauſe for 
“ ſorrow, but on my childrens—! Why, the ſame _ 
Being to whoſe goodneſs and power I entruſt my 
*© own happineſs, is likewiſe as able and as willing to 
* procure theirs. Nor matters it what ſtate of life 
&« 1s allotted for them, whether it be their fate to 
©. procure bread with their own labour, or to eat it 
** at the ſweat of others. Perhaps, if we conſider 
e the caſe with proper attention, or reſolve it with 
«+ que ſincerity; the former is much the ſweeter. The 
„ hind may be more happy than the lord; for his 
& delires are fewer, and thoſe ſuch as are attended 
* with more hope and leſs fear. I will do my ut- 
** moſt to lay the foundations of my childrens hap- 
„ pineſs, I will carefully avoid educating them in 
<« a ſtation ſuperior to their fortune, and for the 
<« event truſt to that Being, in whom whoever rightly 
e confides, mult be ſuperior to all worldly ſorrows.” 

In this low manner, did this poor wretch proceed 
to argue, till he had worked himſelf up into an enthu- 
ſiaſm, which by degrees ſoon became in vulnerable to 
every human attack; ſo that when Mr. Snap ac- 
quainted him with the return of the writ, and that he 
muſt carry him to Newgate, he received the meſſage 
as Socrates did the news of the ſhip's arrival, and that 


he was to prepare for death. 


va 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP, 
IWherein our hero proceeds in the road to GREATNESS, | 


UT we muſt not detain our reader too long 
with theſe low characters. He is doubtleſs as 


impatient as the audience at the theatre, till the 


principal figure returns on the ſtage; we will there- 
fore indulge his inclination, and purſue the actions 


of the Great Wild. 


TERRE happened to be in the lage coach, 
which Mr. Wild travelled from Dover, a lt 
young gentleman who had fold an eſtate in Kent, 
and was going to London to receive the money. 
There was likewiſe a handſome young woman who 
had left her parents at Canterbury, and was proceed- 
ing to the ſame city, in order (as ſhe informed her 
fellow-travellers) to make her fortune. With this 
girl the young ſpark was ſo much enamoured, that 
he publicly acquainted her with the purpoſe of his 
Journey, and offered her a conſiderable ſum in hand 

and a ſettlement, if ſhe would conſent to return with 
him into the country, where ſhe would be at a ſafe 
diſtance from her relations. Whether ſhe accepted 
this propoſal or no, we are not able with any tolerable 
certainty to deliver: Bur Wild, the moment he 
heard of this money, began to caſt about in his mind 
by what means he might become maſter of it. He 
entered into a long harangue about the methods of 
carrying money ſafely on the road, and ſaid, He had 
at that time two bank bills of a hundred pounds each 
ſewed in his coat; which, added he, is ſo ſafe a 
way, that 1t 1s almoſt impoſſible I ſhould be in any 
danger of being robbed by the molt cunning high- 
wayman. 

Tre young gentleman, who was no deſcendant 
of Solomon, or, if he was, did not, any more than 
ſome other deſcendants of wiſe men, inherit the wiſ- 

dom 
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dom of his anceſtor, greatly approved Wild's in- 
genuity, and thanking him for his information, de- 
clared he would follow his example when he return- 
ed into the country: By which means he propoſed to 
ſave the premium commonly taken for the remit- 
trance. Wild had then no more to do but to inform 
himſelf rightly of the time of the gentleman's jour- 
ney, which he did with n certainty, before they 
ſeparated. 4 22 

Ar his arrival in town, ke fixed on two hind he 
regarded as the moſt reſolute of his gang for this 
enterprize; and accordingly having ſummoned the 
principal, or moſt deſperate, as he imagined him, 
of thefe two (for he never choſe to communicate in 
the preſence of more than one) he propoſed to him 
the robbing and murdering this gentleman. 

Mr. Marybone (for that was the gentleman's 
name to whom he applied) readily agreed to the rob- 
bery ; but he heſitated ar the murder. He ſaid, as 
to robbery, he had, on much weighing and confider- 
ing the matter, very well reconciled his conſcience 
Rs it; for tho? that noble kind of robbery which was 
executed on the highway, was from the cowardice 
of mankind leſs frequent; yet the baſer and meaner 
ſpecies, ſometimes called Cheating, but more com- 
monly known by the name of Robbery within the 
Law, was in a manner univerſal, He did not there- 
fore pretend to the reputation of being ſo much ho- 
neſter than other people; but could "by no means 
fatisfy. himſelf in the commiſſion of murder, which 
was a lin of the moſt heinous nature, and fo imme- 
diately proſecuted by God's judgment, that it never 
paſſed undiſcovered or unpuniſhed. 

Wilp, with the utmoſt diſdain in bis counte- 
nance, anſwered as follows: „ Art thou he whom 
I have ſelected out of my whole gang for this glo- 
rious undertaking, and doſt thou cant of God's 
revenge againſt murder? You have, it ſeems, re- 


* conciled your conſcience (a pretty word) to rob- 
12 5 er 
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„ bery from its being ſo common. ls it then the 
„ novelty of murder which deters you? Do you. 
« imagine that guns, and piſtols, and ſwords, and 
2 knives, are the only inſtruments of death ? Look 
<« into the world, and ſee the numbers whom broken 
& fortunes and broken hearts bring untimely to the 
„ grave. To omit thoſe glorious heroes, who, to 
& their immortal honour, have maſſacred whole na- 
ie tions, what think you of private perſecution, trea- 
« chery, and ſlander, by which the very ſouls of men 
« are in a manner torn from their bodies? Is it not 
e more generous, nay, more good-natured, to ſend 
% a man to his reſt, than, after having plundered 
% him of all he hath, or from malice or malevolence 
% deprived him of his character, to puniſh him with 
a Janguiſhing death, or what is worſe, a languiſh- 
« ing lite? Murder, therefore, is not ſo uncommon 
* as you weakly conceive it, tho', as you ſaid of rob- 
«© bery, that more noble kind, which lies within the 
© paw of the law, may be ſo. But this 1s the moſt 
e innocent in him who doth it, and the moſt eligible 
« to him who is to ſuffer it. Believe me, lad, the 
tongue of a viper is leſs hurtful than that of a ſlan- 
« derer, and the gilded ſcales of -a rattleſnake leſs 
« dreadful than the purſe of the oppreſſor. Let me 
therefore hear no more of your ſcruples; but con- 
ec ſent to my propoſal without further heſitation, un- 
& leſs, like a woman, you are afraid of blooding 
%“ your clothes, or, like a fool, are terrified with 
* the apprehenſions of being hang'd | in chains. Take 
& my word for it, you had better be an honeſt man 
e than half a rogue. Do not think of continuing in 
* my gang without abandoning yourſelf abſolutely 
to my plraſure; for no man ſhall ever receive a 
favour at my hands, who ſticks at any thing, or is 
guided by any other Jaw than that of my will.“ 
W1LD thus ended his ſpeech, which had not the 
deſired effect on Marybone: he agreed to the rob- 
bery, but would not undertake the murder, as Wild 
(who. 
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(who feared that by Marybone's demanding to ſearch 
the gentleman's coat he might hazard ſuſpicion him- 
ſelf) inſiſted, Marybone was immediately entered 
by Wild in his black-book, and was preſently after 
impeached and executed, as a fellow on whom his 
leader could not place ſufficient dependance ; thus 
falling, as many rogues do, a ſacrifice, not to his 
roguery, but to his conſcience. 'S 


CHAP. IV. 


In which a young hero, of wonderful good promiſe, 
makes his firſt appearance, with many other GREAT 
MATTERS. | 


Oe hero next ea himſelf to another of 


his gang, who inſtantly received his orders, 


and inſtead of heſitating at a ſingle murder, aſked if 


he ſhould blow out the brains of all the paſſengers, 


coachman and all. But Wild, whoſe moderation 


we have before noted, would not permit him ; and 
therefore having given him an exact deſcription of 
the devoted perſon, with his other neceſſary inſtruc- 
tions, ke diſmiſſed him, with the ſtricteſt orders to 
avoid, if poſſible, doing hurt to any other perſen. 
THrs name of this youth, who will hereafrer make 


ſome figure in this hiſtory, being the Achates of our 


Fineas, or rather the Hæpheſtion of our Alexander, 


was Fireblood. He had every qualification to make 
a ſecend-rate GREAT Man; or in other words, he 


was completely equipped for the tool of a real or 
firſt-rate GzaxaT Man. We ſhall therefore (which 


is the propereſt way of dealing with this kind of 


GREATNESS) deſcribe him negatively, and content 
ourſelves with telling our reader what qualities he 
had not; in which number were humanity, modeſty, 


and fear, not one grain of any of which was mingled 


in is whole compoſition. | „ 
E * " WY 
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We will now leave this youth, who was eſteemed 
the moſt promiling of the whole gang, and whom 
Wild often declared to be one of the prettieſt lads 
he had ever ſeen, of which opinion, indeed, were 
molt other people of his acquaintance z we will how- 
ever leave him at his entrance on this enterprize, and 
keep our attention fixed on our hero, whom we ſhall 
= obſerve taking large ſtrides towards the ſummit of 
human glory. 
WII D, immediately at his return to town, went 
to pay a viſit to Miſs Lætitia Snap ; for he had that 
weakneſs of ſuffering himſelf to be enſlaved by wo- 
1 men, ſo naturally incident to men of heroic diſpoſi- 
| tion; to {ay the truth, it might more properly be call- 
; ed a ſlavery to his own appetite; for could he have 
| fatisfied that, he had not cared three farthings what 
1 had become of the little tyrant for whom he profeſs'd 
ſo violent a regard, Here he was informed, that Mr. 
Hearttree had been conveyed to Newgate the day be- 
\ fore, the writ being then returnable. He was ſome. 
| what concerned at this news; not from any compaſ- 
ſion for the misfortunes of Heartfree, whom he hated 
with ſuch inveteracy, that one would have imagined 
he had ſuffered the ſame injuries from him which he 
had done towards him. His concern therefore had 
another motive; in fact, he was uneaſy at the place 
| of Mr. Heartfree's confinement, as it was to be the 
ſcene of his future glory, and where conſequently he 
ſhould be frequently obliged to ſee a face which ha- 
tred, and not ſhame, made him deteſt the ſight of. 
To prevent this, therefore, ſeveral methods ſug- 
geſted themſelves to him. At firſt, he thought of 
removing him out of the way by the ordinary me- 
thod of murder, which he doubted not but Fireblood 
i would be very ready to execute; for that youth had 
i at their laſt interview ſworn, D- his eyes, he thought 
there was no better paſtime than blowing @ man's brains 
out. But beſides the danger of this method, it did 


not look horrible nor barbarous enough for the laſt 
miſchicf 
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miſchief which he ſhould do to Heartfree. Conſi- 
dering, therefore, a little farther with himſelf, he at 
length came to a reſolution to hang him, it poſſible, 
the very next ſeſſions. - _ Pp | 
| Now, though the obſervation, How apt men are to 
hate thoſe they injure, or how unforgiving they are of 
the injuries they do themſelves, be common enough, 
et I do not remember to have ever ſeen the reaſon. 
of this ſtrange phenomenon as at firſt it appears. 
Know therefore, reader, that with much and ſevere 
ſcrutiny we have diſcovered this hatred to be founded 
on the paſſion of fear, and to ariſe from an apprehen- 
ſion that the perſon whom we have ourſelves greatly 
injured, will uſe all poſſible endeavours to revenge and 
retaliate the injuries we have done him. An opinion 
ſo firmly eſtabliſhed in bad and great minds (and 
thoſe who confer injuries on others, have ſeldom very 
good, or mean ones) that no benevolence, nor even 
beneficence on the injured ſide, can eradicate it. On 
the contrary, they refer all theſe acts of kindneſs to 
impoſture and deſign of lulling their ſuſpicion, till 
an opportunity offers of ſtriking a ſurer and ſeverer 
blow; and thus, while the good man who hath re- 
ceived it, hath truly forgotten the injury, the evil 
mind which did it, hath it in lively and freſh remem- 
brance. 1 | 
As we ſcorn to keep any diſcoveries ſecret from - 
our readers, whoſe inſtruction, as well as diverſion, 
we have greatly conſidered in this hiſtory, we have 
here digreſſed ſomewhat to communicate the follow- 
ing ſhort leſſon to thoſe who are ſimple, and well-in- 
clined ; Though as a chriſtian thou art obliged, and we 
adviſe thee to forgive thy enemy; NEVER TRUST THE 
MAN WHO HATH REASON TO SUSPECT THAT YOU 
KNOW HE HATH INJURED YOU. | 


* 
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. 


More and: more GREATNESS, unparalleled . in 22 or 


YOMAance. 


1 N order to accompliſh this great wad noble "TW 

which the vaſt genius of Wild had contrived, the 
firſt neceſſary ſtep was to regain the confidence of 
Heartfree. But however neceſſary this was, it ſeem- 
ed to be attended with ſuch inſurmountable difficul- 


ties, that even our hero for ſome time deſpaired of 


ſucceſs. He was greatly ſuperior to all mankind in 
the ſteadineſs of his countenance, but this undertak- 
ing ſeemed to require more of that noble quality 
than had ever been the portion of a mortal. How- 
ever at laſt he reſolved to attempt it, and from his 
ſuccels, I think, we may fairly aſſert, that what was 
ſaid by the Latin poet of labour, that it conguers all 
things, is much more true when applied to impu- 
dence. 

Wurm he had formed his pa he went to New- 
_ and burſt reſolutely into the preſence of Heart- 


Tree, whom he eagerly embraced and kiſſed; and 


then, firſt arraigning his own rafhneſs, and afterwards 
lamenting his unfortunate want of ſucceſs, he acquaint- 
ed him with the particulars of what had happened; 
concealing only that ſingle incident of his attack on 
the other's wife, and his motive to the undertaking, 
which he aſſured Heartfree was a deſire to preſerve 
his effects from a ſtatute of bankruptcy. 

Tux frank openneſs of this declaration, with the 
compoſure of countenance with which it was deliver- 
ed; his ſeeming only ruffled by the concern for his 
friend's misfortune; the probability of truth attending 
it, joined to the boldneſs and diſintereſted appear- 
ance of this viſit, together with his many profeſſions 


of immediate ſervice, at a time when he could not 2 


have the leaſt vilible motive from ſelt-love ; and 
above 
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above all his offering him money, the laſt and ſureſt 
token of friendſhip, ruſhed with ſuch united force 


on the well-diſpoſed heart, as it is vulgarly called, 


of this ſimple man, that they inſtantly ſtaggered, 
and ſoon ſubverted all the determination he had be- 
fore made in prejudice of Wild; who perceiving 


the balance to be turning in his favour; preſently 


threw in a hundred imprecations on his own folly and 
ill-adviſed forwardneſs to ſerve his friend, which had 
thus unhappily produced his ruin ; he added as many 
curſes on the Count, whom he vowed to purſue with 
revenge all over Europe : laſtly, he caſt in ſome 
grains of comfort, aſſuring Heartfree. that his wife 
was fallen into the gentleſt hands, that ſhe would 
be carried no farther than Dunkirk, whence ſhe 
might very eaſily be redeemed. 

HEART FREE, to whom the lighteſt preſumption 
of his wife's fidelity would have been more delicious 
than the abſolute reſtoration of all his jewels, and 


who, indeed, had with the utmoſt difficulty been 
brought to entertain the flighteſt ſuſpicion of her in- 


conſtancy, immediately abandoned all diſtruſt of both 
her and his friend, whoſe fincerity {luckily for Wild's 


urpoſe} ſeemed to him to depend on the fame evi- 


dence. He then embraced our hero, who had in 


his countenance all the ſymptoms of the deepeſt con-. 


cern, and begged him to be comforted ; faying, t that 
the intentions, rather than the actions of men, con- 
ferred obligations; that as to the event of Dumrath 


affairs, it was governed either by chance or ſome 


ſuperior agent; that friendſhip was conterned only 
in the direction of out deſigns; and ſuppoſe theſe 
tailed of ſucceſs, or produced” an event never ſo con- 
trary to their aim, the merit of a good intention was 
not in the leaſt leſſened, but was rather entitled ro 
compaſſion. 

HtakTFREE however was ſoon curious enough 
to enquire how Wild had = the captivity which 
his wite then ſuffered. Here likewite he recounted 
t! 
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the whole truth, omitting only the motive to the 
French captain's cruelty, for which he aſſigned a 
very different reaſon, namely, his attempt to ſecure 
Heartfree's jewels. Wild indeedalways kept as much 
truth as was poſlible in every thing; and this he ſaid 
was turning the cannon of the enemy upon them- 
. ſelves. 

Wu p having thus, with admirable and truly lau- 
dable conduct, atchieved the firſt ſtep, began to diſ- 
courſe on the badneſs of the world; and particularly 
to blame the ſeverity of creditors, who ſeldom or 
never attended to any unfortunate circumſtances, but 
without mercy inflicted confinement on the debtor, 
whoſe body the law, with very unjuſtifiable rigour, 
delivered into their power. He added, that for his 
part, he looked on this reſtraint to be as heavy a pu- 
niſnment as any appointed by law for the greateſt 
offenders. That the loſs of liberty was, in his opi- 
nion, equal to, if not worſe, than the loſs of life; 
that he had always determined, if by any accident or _ 
misfortune he had been ſubjected to the former, he 
would run the greateſt riſque of the latter, to reſcue 
himſelf from it; which, he ſaid, if men did not want 
reſolution, was always enough; for that it was ridicu- 
lous to conceive, that two or three men could confine 
two or three hundred, unleſs the priſoners were either 
fools or cowards, eſpecially when they were neither 
chained nor fettered. He went on in this manner, 
till perceiving the utmoſt attention in Heartfree, he 
ventured to propoſe to him an endeavour to make 
his eſcape, which, he ſaid, might eaſily be executed ; 
that he would himſelf raiſe a party in the Een. and 
that, if a murder or two ſnould happen in the attempt, 
he (Heartfree) might keep free from any ſhare, either 
in the guilt or in the danger. 

THERE is one misfortune which attends all great 
men and their ſchemes, viz. That, in order to carry 
them into execution, they are obliged, in propoſing 
their purpoſe to their tools, to diſcover he mſelves 


0 
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to be of that diſpoſition, in which certain little writers 
have adviſed mankind to place no confidence; an ad- 


vice which hath been ſometimes taken. Indeed, many 


inconveniencies ariſe to the ſaid great men from theſe 
ſcribblers publiſhing without reſtraint their hints or 
alarms to ſociety; and many great and glorious 
ſchemes have been thus fruſtrated; wherefore it were 
to be wiſhed, that in all well· regulated governments, 
ſuch liberties ſnould be by ſome wholeſome laws 
reſtrained; and all writers inhibited from venting 
any other inſtructions to the people than what ſhould 
be firſt approved and licenſed by the ſaid great men, 
or their proper inſtruments or tools; by which means 
nothing would ever be publiſhed but what made for 
the advancing their moſt noble projects. 
HEARTFREE, whoſe ſuſpicions were again raiſed 
by this advice, viewing Wild with inconceivable diſ- 
dain, ſpoke as follows: There is one thing, the 
<« Joſs of which J ſhould deplore infinitely beyond 
« that of liberty and of life alſo, I mean that of a 
“ good conſcience. A bleſſing which he who poſ- 
< ſefſes can never be thoroughly unhappy ; for the 
<<. bittereſt potion of life is by this fo ſweetened, that 
ce it ſoon becomes palatable; whereas withour it, 
& the molt delicate enjoy ments quickly loſe all their 
<« reliſh, and life itſelf grows inſipid, or rather nau- 
“ ſeous to us. Would you then leſſen my niisfor- 
4 tunes by robbing me of what hath been my only 
« comfort under them, and on which |] place my 
« dependance of being relieved from them? I have 
* read that Socrates refuſed to fave his life by break- 
„ ing the laws of his country, and departing from 
« his priſon, when it was open. Perhaps my vir- 
tue would not go ſo far; but heaven forbid liberty 
« ſhould have ſuch charms, to tempt me to the per- 
« petration of ſo horrid a crime as murder. As to 
<* the poor evaſion of committing it by other hands, 
it might be uſeful indeed to thoſe who ſeek only 


66 the eſcape from temporal puniſhment ; but can 
66 be 
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be of no ſervice to excuſe me to that Being whom 
** T chiefly fear offending ; nay, it would greatly ag- 
« oravate my gullt by ſo impudent an endeavour 
to impoſe upon him, and by ſo wickedly involving 
c others in my crime. Give me therefore no more 
advice of this kind; for this is my great comfort 
ein all my affliftions, that it is in the power of no 
& enemy to rob me of my conſcience, nor will I ever 
be ſo much my own enemy as to injure it.” 
 Tnrovcn our hero heard all this with proper con- 
tempt, he made no direct anſwer, but endeavoured 
to evade his propoſal as much as poſſible, which he 
did with admirable dexterity : this method of get- 
ting tolerably well off, when you are repulſed in 
your attack on a man's conſcience, may be tiled the 
art of retreating, in which the politician, as well as 
the general, hath ſometimes a wonderful opportunity 
of diſplaying his great abilities in his profeſſion. _ 
Wilo having made this admirable retreat, and 
argued away all deſign of involving his friend in the 
- guilt of murder, concluded however, that he thought 
him rather too ſcrupulous in not attempting his 
eſcape; and then promiſing to uſe all ſuch means as 
the other would permit, in his ſervice, took his leave 
for the preſent. Heartfree, having indulged bim- 
ſelf an hour with his children, repaired to reſt, which 
he enjoyed quiet and undiſturbed ; whilſt Wild, diſ- 
daining repoſe, fat up all night, conſulting how he 
might bring about the final deſtruction of his friend, 
without being beholden to any affiſtance from him- 
ſelf; which he now deſpaired of procuring. With 
the reſult of theſe conſultations we ſhall acquaint our 
reader in good time ; but at preſent we have matters 
of much more conſequence to relate to him. 


ov 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


The event of Fireblood's adventure, and a treaty of 
marriage, which might have been concluded either at 
Smithfield a St. James's. 8 


IREBL OOP returned from his enterprize 
unſucceſsful. The gentleman happened to go 
home another way than he had intended; ſo that the 
whole deſign miſcarried. Fireblood had indeed rob- 
bed the coach, and had wantonly diſcharged a piſtol 
into it, which fightly wounded one of the paſſengers 
inthe arm. The booty he met with was not very con- 
ſiderable, tho* much greater than that with which he 
acquainted Wild ; for, of eleven pounds.in money, 
two ſilver watches, and a wedding-ring, he produced 
no more than two guineas and the ring, which he 
proteſted with numberleſs oaths was his whole booty. 


However, when an advertiſement of the robbery was 


ubliſhed, with a reward promiſed for the ring and 
the watches, Fireblood was obliged to confeſs the 
whole, and to acquaint our hero where he had pawned 


the watches; which Wild, taking the full value of 


them for his pains, reſtored to the right owner. 

He did not fail catechiſing his young friend on 
this occaſion, He ſaid, he was ſorry to ſee any of 
his gang guilty of a breach of honour ; that with- 
out honour Priggery was at an end; that if a Prig 
had but honour, he would overlook every vice in the 
World. But, nevertheleſs,” laid he, I will for- 
« give you this time, as you are a hopeful lad; and 


« hope never afterwards to find you delinquent in 


ce this great point.“ 

Wilp had now brought his gang to great regula- 
rity: he was obeyed and feared by them all. He 
had likewiſe eſtabliſhed an office, where all men who 
were robbed, paying the value only (or a little more) 
of their goods, might have them again. This was 
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of notable uſe to ſeveral perſons who had loſt pieces 


of plate they had received from their grandmo- 
thers; to others who had a particular value for cer- 


tain rings, watches, heads of canes, ſnuff- boxes, &c. 


for which they would not have taken twenty times 


as much as they were worth, either becauſe they 


had them a little while or a long time, or that ſome- 


body elfe had had them before, or from ſome other 


ſuch excellent reaſon, which often ſtamps a greater 
value on a toy, than the great Bubble-boy himſelf _ 
would have the impudence to ſet upon it. 

By theſe means, he ſeemed in ſo promiſing a way 
of procuring a fortune, and was regarded in ſo 
thriving a light by all the gentlemen of his acquaint- 


ance, as by the keeper and turnkeys of Newgate, 


by Mr. Snap, and others of his occupation, that 
Mr. Snap one day, taking Mr. Wild the elder aſide, 
very ſeriouſly propoſed what they had often lightly 


talked over, a ſtrict union between their families, by 


marrying his daughter Tiſhy to our hero. This 


Propoſal was very readily accepted by the old gentle- 


man, who promiſed to acquaint his fon with it. 
ON the morrow, on which this meſſage was to be 


delivered, our hero, little dreaming of the happineſs 


which, of its own accord, was advancing ſo near to- 


Wards him, had called Fireblood to him; and, after 


informing that youth of the violence of his paſſion 
for the young lady, and aſſuring him what confidence 
he repoſed in him and his honour, he diſpatched him 
to Miſs Tiſhy with the following letter; which we 
here inſert, not only as we take it to be extremely 
curious, but to be a much better pattern for that 
epiſtolary kind of writing, which is generally called 
L ove-letters, than any to be found in the academy 


| of compliments, and which we challenge all the beaus 


of our time to excel either in matter or ſpelling. 


A Moſt | 


* 
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« Moſt deivine and adwhorable creeture, 


© J Doug not but thoſe IIs, briter than the ſon, 
& which have kindled ſuch a flam in my hart, 
have likewiſe the faculty of ſeeing it.. It would 
be the hieſt preaſſumption to ĩimagin you eggnorant 
* of my loav. No, Madam, I ſollemly purteſt, that 
„ of all the butys in the unaverſal glob, there is none 
«© kapable of hateracting my IIs like you. Corts and 
pallaces would be to me delerts without your kum- 
* pany, and with it a wilderneſs would have more 
« charms than haven itſelf. For I hop you will be- 
te leve me When I ſware every place in the univarſe 
“e js a haven with you. 1 am konvinced you mult 
e be ſinſibel of my violent paſſion for you, which, 
« if I endevored to hid it, would be as impoſſible 
4 as for you, or the ſon to hid your buty's. I al- 
ure you I have not ſlept a wink ſince I had the hap- 
<« neſs of ſeeing you laſt; therefore hop you will, out 
« of Kumpaſſion, let me have the honour of ſeeing 
<« you this afternune ; for I am with the greateſt ad- 
c whoration, | | 
“ Moſt deivine creeture, 
+ Tour moſt paſſionate amirer, 
« Adwhorer and ſlave, 
: % JOoHANATAN' WyLD.” 
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Ir the ſpelling of this letter be not ſo ſtrictly or- 


thographical, the reader will be pleaſed to remember, 


that ſuch a defect might be worthy of cenſure in a 
low and ſcholaſtic character; but can be no ble mith 
in that ſublime greatneſs, of which we endeavour to 
raiſe a complete idea in this hiſtory. In which kind 
of compoſition, ſpelling, or indeed any kind of hu- 
man literature, hath never been thought a neceſſary 
ingredient ; for if theſe ſort of great perſonages can 
but complot and contrive their noble ſchemes, and 
hack and hew mankind ſufficiently, there will never 
be wanting fit and able perſons who can ſpell, to re- 
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cord their praiſes. Again, if it ſhould be obſerved 
that the ſtile of this letter doth not exactly correſpond 


with that of our heros ſpeeches, which we have 
here recorded, we anſwer, it is ſufficient if in theſe 


the hiſtorian adbores faithfully to the matter, though 
he embelliſhes the diction with ſome flouriſhes of 
his own eloquence, without which the excellent 
ſpeeches recorded in ancient hiſtorians (particularly 


in Saluſt) would have ſcarce been found in their writ- 


ings. Nay, even amongſt the moderns, famous as 
they are for elocution, it may be doubted whether 
thoſe inimitable harangues, publiſhed in the monthly 


Magazines, came literally from the mouths of the 
_  Hureos, Fc. as they are there inſerted, or whether 


we may not rather fuppoſe ſome hiſtorian of great 
eloquence hath borrowed the matter only, and adorn- 
ed ir with thoſe rhetorical flowers for which many of 
the ſaid Hur dos are not ſo extremely eminent. 


CHAP. VII. 


Matters preliminary to the marriage between Mr. Jona- 


than Wild and the chaſte Lætitia. | 


UT to proceed with our bilkiny Fireblood, 
having received this letter, and promiſed on his 
honour, with many voluntary aſſeverations, to diſ- 
charge his embaſſy faithfully, went to viſit the fair 


Lætitia. The lady having opened the letter, and 


read it, put on an air of diſdain, and told Mr. Fire- 
blood, ſne could not conceive what Mr. Wild meant 
by troubling her with his impertinence; ſhe begged 


him to carry the letter back again, ſaying, had ſhe 


known from whom it came, ſhe would have been 
d—d before ſhe: had opened it. But with you, 


ee young gentleman,“ lays ſhe, I am not in the leaſt 


« angry. I am rather ſorry that ſo pretty a young 


men ſhould be employed in ſuch an errand.” She 


Rec mpafied theſe words with ſo tender an accent, 
| | and 
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and ſo wanton a leer, that Fireblood, who was no 
backward youth, began to take her by the hand, and 
proceeded ſo warmly, that, to imitate his actions with 
the rapidity of our narration, he in a few minutes 
raviſhed this fair creature, or at leaſt would have ra- 
viſhed her, if ſhe had not, by a timely compliance, 
prevented him. 

FrREBLOOD, after he had raviſhed as mii as he 
could, returned to Wild, and acquainted him, as far 
as any wiſe man would, with what had paſſed; con- 
cluding with many praiſes of the young lady's beau 
ty, with whom, he ſaid, if his honour would have 
permitted him, he ſhould himſelf have fallen in 
love; but, d—n him, if he would not ſooner be torn 
in pieces by wild horſes, than even think of injur- 
ing his friend. He aſſerted indeed, and ſwore fo 
heartily, that had not Wild been ſo thoroughly cons 
vinced of the impregnable chaflity of the lady, he 
might have ſuſpected his ſucceſs : however, he was, 
by theſe means, entirely ſatisfied of his friend's incli- 
nation towards his miſtreſs. 

Trvs conſtituted were the love-affairs 5 our hero, 
when his father brought him Mr. Snap's propoſal. 
The reader muſt know very little of love, or indeed 
of any thing elſe, if he requires any information 
concerning the reception which this propoſal met 
with. Not guilty never ſounded ſweeter in the ears 
of a priſoner at the bar, nor the ſound of a reprieve 
to one at the gallows, than did every word of the old 
gentleman in the ears of our hero. He gave his fa- 
ther full power to treat in his name, and deſired no- 
thing more than expedition. 

Tux old people now met, and Snap, wo had in- 
formation from his daughter of the violent 8 
of her lover, endeavoured to improve it to the beſt 
advantage, and would have not only declined giving 
her any fortune himſelf, but have attempted to cheat 
ber of what ſhe owed to the liberality of her rela- 
tions, particularly of a pint ſilver caudlescup, the 
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gift of her grandmother. However, in this the 
young lady herſelf afterwards took care to prevent 
him. As to the old Mr. Wild, he did not ſuffi- 
ciently attend to all the deſigns of Snap, as his facul- 
ties were buſily employcd in deſigns of his own, to 
overreach (or, as others expreſs it, to cheat) the 
faid Mr. Snap, by pretending to give his ſon a whole 
number for a chair, when in reality he was intitled 
to a third only. 

Warrr.z matters were thus ſettling between the 
old folks, the young lady agreed to admit Mr. Wild's 
viſits; and, by degrees, began to entertain him with 
all the hw of affection, which the great natural re- 
ſerve of her temper, and the greater artificial re- 
ſerve of her education would permit. At length, 
every thing being agreed between their parents, {ct- 
tlements made, and the lady's fortune (to wit, ſeven- 
teen pounds and nine ſhillings in money and goods) 
paid down, the day for their nuptials was fixed, and 

they were celebrated accordingly. 

Mos private hiſtories, as well as comedies, end 
at this period ; the hiſtorian and the poet both con- 
cluding they have done enough for their hero when 

they have married him; or intimating rather, that 
the reſt of his life muſt be a dull calm of happinels, 
very delighttul indced to pats through, but ſome- 
what inſipid to relate; and mMBIFHNOny in general 
muſt, ]} believe, without any diſpute, be allowed to 
be this ſtate of tranquil felicity, including ſo little 
variety, 85 Me 8 Salubur; 5 u lain, it affords only one 
Proſpect, a very pleaſant one it muſt be confeſſed, 
but the 1: Pe | | 

Now, there was all the probability imaginable, 
chat this contract would have proved of ſuch happy 
note, both from the great accompliſhments of the 
young lady, who was Tous lit to be policiied of every 
qualification neceffary to make the marriage- ſtate 
happy; and from the truly ardent paſſion of Mr. 


Wild; but wherher it was that nature and fortune 
| / had 


The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 531 
had great deſigns for him to execute, and would not 
ſuffer his vaſt abilities to be loſt and ſunk in the 
arms of a wife, or whether neither nature nor for- 
tune had any hand in the matter, is a point I will 
not determine. Certain it is, that this match did 
not produce that ſerene ſtate we have mentioned 
above; but reſembled the moſt turbulent and ruffled, 
rather than the moſt calm ſea. 

I cannot here omit a conjecture ingenious enough 

of a friend of mine, who had a long intimacy in the 
Wild family. He hath often told me, he fancied one 
reaſon of the diſſatisfactions which afterwards fell out 
between Wild and his lady, aroſe from the number 
of gallants, to whom ſue had before marriage grant- 
ed favours ; for, {zys he, and indeed very Probable 
it is too, the lady might expect from her huſband; 
what ſhe had befor received from ſeveral, and being 
angry not to find one man as good as ten, ſhe had; 
from that indignation, taken thoſe Reps which we 
cannot perfectly juſtify. 

From this perſon J recetved the following dia- 
logue, which, he aſſured me, he had overheard and 
taken down i t paſſed on the day fortnight 
after they were married. 


CHAP. vr 


A dialogue matrimonial, which paſſed between Jox a- 
THAN WILD Eſquire, and L. TITIA his wife, on 
the morning of the day fortnight on <hich his nup- 
tials were celebrated; which concluded more aniicably 
than thoſe debates general ao, 


JOoN THAN. 
dear, I wich you would lie a little longer in 
bed this morning 
LATITIA, Indeed i cannot; I am engaged to 


breakfaſt with Jack Strongbow. 


JoNATHAN. I don't know what Jack Strongbow 
M m 2 doth 
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doth fo often at my houſe. I aſſure you I am unealy 
at itz for though I have no ſuſpicion of your virtue, 


yet it may injure your reputation in the opinion of 


my neighbours. 

LATITIA. | don't trouble my head about my 
neighbours; and they ſhall no more tell me what 
company I am to keep, than my huſband ſhall. 

JoxaTHAN. A good wife would Keep no company 
which made her huſband unealy. 

LATTTIA. You might have found one of thoſe 
good wives, Sir, if you had pleaſed; I had no ob- 
jection to it. 

JoNvArhaN. I thought I had . one in you. 

LTITIa. You did ! I am very much obliged to 
you for thinking me ſo poor-ſpirited a creature; but 
1 hope to convince you to the contrary. What, I 
ſuppoſe, you took me for a raw, ſenſeleſs girl, who 
knew nothing what other married women do 

JoxaTnan. No matter what I took you for: I 
have taken you for better and worle. 

LTIT IA. And at your own defire too: for, I am 
ſure, you never had mine. I ſhould not have broken 
my heart if Mr. Wild had thought proper to be- 
ſtow himſclt on any other more happy woman 
Ha, ha. 

JoxvarRHAR. I hope, Madam, you don't imagine 
that was not in my power, or that I married you out 
of any kind of neceſſity. 

LATETIA. O no, Sir; I am convinced there are 


' filly women enough. And far be it from me to ac- 


cuſe you of any neceſſity for a wife. I believe you 
could have been very well contented with the ſtate of 


'a batchelor; I have no reaſon to complain of your 


neceſſities : but that, you know, a woman Cannot 
tel] betorehand. 

JoxnaTaan. I can't gueſs what you would infinu- 
ate; for I believe no woman had ever leſs reaſon to 
complain of her huſband's want of fondneſs. 

LETITIA, Then! ſome, 1 am certain, have great 

reaſon 
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reaſon to complain of the price they give for them. 
but I know better things. (Theſe words were 
[ſpoken with a very great air, and tojs of the head.) 

JonaTHan. Well, my ſweeting, I will make it 
impoſſible for you to wiſh me more fond.— 

LA TIA. Pray, Mr. Wild, none of this nau- 
ſcous behaviour, nor thoſe odious words. —l wiſh 
you were fond -I aſſure you—l don't know what 
you would pretend to inſinuate of me.—T have no 
wiſhes which miilbecome a virtuous woman—No, 
nor ſhould not, if I had married for love.—And 
eſpeciallyj now when nobody, I am ſure, can ſuſpect 
me. of any ſuch thing 

JoxATHAN. Re you did not marry for love, why 


did: you marry ? 
L£ATIT1a. Becauſe it was convenient, and my pa- 


rents torcec: me. 

JoNATHAN. I hope, „ at leaſt, you will 
not tell me to my face, you have made your conve- 
nience of me. 

LATITIA. I have made nothing of you; nor do 
I defire the honour of making any thing of you. 

JonaThan. Yes, you have made a huſband of 
me. 

LÆTITIA. No, you made yourſelf ſo; for I re- 
peat. once more, It was not my deſire, but your 


own. 
Jox A THAN. You ſhould think yourſelf obliged to 


me for that deſire. 
LeATiTIA. La, Sir! you was not ſo ſingular in 
it. I was not in deſpair.— I have had other offers, 


and better too. 
JoN AT HAN. I with you had accepted them with 


all my heart. 
ee, I muſt tell you, Mr. Wild, this is a 
brutiſh manner of treating a woman, to whom 
wt have ſuch obligations; but I know how to de- 
ſpiſe it, and to delpiſe you too for ſhewing it me. 


Indeed Jam well enough paid for the fooliſh pre- 
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ference I gave to you. I flattered myſelf that I 
ſhould at leaſt have been uſed with good manners. 
I thought I had married a gentleman; but I find 
you every way contemprible, and below my con- 
cern. 

JoNATHAN. D—2n you, Madam, have not I more 
reaſon to complain, when you tell me you married 
me for your convenience only ? 

LTITIA. Very fine, truly, Is it behaviour 
worthy a man to {wear at a woman? yet why ſhould 
I mention what comes from a wretch whom J de- 


ſpiſe. 


Jox arHAN. Don't repeat that word fo often. I 
deſpiſe you as heartily as you can me. And, to 


tell you a truth, I married you for my convenience 


likewiſe, to ſatisfy a paſſion which I have now ſatiſ- 


fied, and you may be d—d for any thing I care. 


LTITIA. The world ſhall know how barbarouſly 
1 am treated by ſuch a villain. 

JonaTran. I need take very little pains to ac- 
quaint. the world what a b—ch you are, your actions 
will demonſtrate it. 

EzTiTia. Monſter! I would adviſe you not to 
— 9 5 too much on my ſex, and provoke me too 
far; for I can do you a miſchief, and will, if you 
dare vie me ſo, you villain! 

JonaTaan. Begin whenever you pleaſe, Madam; 
but aſſure yourſelf, the moment you lay aſide the 
woman, I will treat you as ſuch no longer; and if 
the firſt blow is yours, I promiſe you the laſt ſhall 
be mine. 

LTITIA. Uſe me as you will; but dn me if 
ever you ſhall uſe me as a woman again; for may I 
be curſed, if ever I enter your bed r more. 

Jon THAN. May I be curſed if that abſtinence be 
not the greateſt obligation you can lay upon me; for, 
J aſſure you feithfully, your perſon was all T had 
ever any regard for; and that I now loath and deteſt, 


LATITIA. 
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LTITIA. It is impoſſible for two people to agree 
better; for I always deteſted your perſon; and, as 
for any other regard, you muſt be convinced I never 
could have any for you. 

JonaTHan. Why, then, ſince we are come to a 
right underſtanding, as we are to live together, ſup- 
poſe we agreed, inſtead of quarrelling and abuſing, 
to be civil to each other. 

LTIrIA. With all my heart. 

JoxnaTHan. Let us ſhake hands then, and hence- 
forwards never live like man and wife; that is, ne- 
yer be loving, nor ever quarrel. 

LTITIA. Agreed. But pray, Mr. Wild, why 


B- ch? Why did you ſuffer ſuch a word to cſeape. 


wer 3 
you; 
JoNATHAN. Ie i is not worth your remembrance. 
LATITIA. You agree I ſhall converſe with whom- 


ſoever I pleale ? | 
JonaTHAN. Without controul, And I have the 


ſame liberty ? 

Le@aTiTIA. When I 1 may every curſe 
you can wiſh attend me. 

TonaTHAN. Let us now take a farewel kiſs; and 
may I be hang'd if it is not the ſweeteſt you ever 
gave Me. 

L=TiTia. But why, B—ch ?- 
ſhould be glad to know why B—ch ? 

Ar which words he ſprang from the bed, d—ing 
her temper heartily. She returned it again with 
equal abuſe, which was continued on both fides 
while he was dreſſing. However, they agreed to 
continue ſtedfaſt in this new reſolution; and the joy 
ariſing on that occaſion at length diſmiſſed them 
pretty cheerfully from each other, though Latina 
could not help concluding with the words, WAV 


B—cn. 


Methinks I 
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CH A P. K 


Obſervations on the foregoing dialogue, together with a 
baſe defign on our hero, which mu$ be detęſted by 
eve lover of GREATNESS, 


1 Us did this dialogue (which, though we have 

termed it matrimonial, had indeed very little 
javour of the ſweets of matrimony 1n 1t) produce at 
J:{t a reſolution more wiſe than ſtrictiy pious, and 


which, it they could have rigidly adhered to it, might 
have prevented ſome unpleaſant moments, as well 


to our hero as to his ſerene conſort ; but their hatred 
vas ſo very great and unaccountable, that they ne- 
ver could bear to ice the leaſt compoſure in one ano- 
taer's countenance, without attempting to ruffle it. 
This ſet them on ſo many contrivances to plague 
and vex one another, that as their proximity ai- 
forded them ſuch frequent opportunities of execut- 
ing their malicious purpoſes, they ſeldom palſs'd one 
ealy or quiet day together. 

AND this, reader, and no other is- the cauſe of 
thoſe many inquietudes, which thou muſt have ob- 
{ſerved to diſturb the repoſe of ſome married couples, 


who miſtake implacable hatred for indifference ; for 


why ſnould Corvinus, who lives in a round of in- 
trigue, and ſeldom doth, and never willingly would, 


Gally with his wife, endeavour to prevent her from 


the ſatisfaction of an intrigue in her turn? Why doth 
Camilla refuſe a more agreeable invitation abroad, 
only to expole her huſband at his own table at 
home? In ſhort, to mention no more inſtances, 
whence can all the quarrels, and jealouſies, and jars, 
proceed, 1n people who have no Jove for each other, 
unleſs from that noble paſſion abovementioned, that 
deſire, according to my lady Betty Modilh, of curing 

each other cf a ſmile? 
Wz thought proper to give our reader a ſhort 
taſte 


D 
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taſte of the domeſtic ſtare of our hero the rather to 
ſhew him that great men are ſubject to the ſame frail- 
ties and inconveniencies in ordinary life, with little 
men, and that heroes are really of the tame ſpecies 
with other human creatures, notwithſtanding all rhe 
pains they themſelves, or their flatterers, take to aſ- 
ſert the contrary ; and that they differ chiefly in the 
immenſity of their greatneſs, or, as the vulgar er- 
roneouſly call it, villany. Now therefore, that we 
may not dwell too long on low ſcenes, 1n a hiſtory 
of this ſublime kind, we ſhall return to actions of a 
higher note, and more ſuitable to our purpoſe. 

Warn the boy Hymen had, with his Iighted 
torch, driven the boy Cupid out of doors ; that is to 
ſay, in common phraſe, when the violence of Mr. 
Wild's paſſion (or rather appetite) for the chaſte Læ- 
titia began to abate, he returned to viſit his friend 
Heartfree, who was now in the liberties of the Fleet, 
and had appeared to the commiſſion of bankruptcy 
againſt him. Here he met with a more cold recep- 
tion than he himſelf had apprehended. . Heartfree 
had long entertained ſuſpicions of Wild, bur theſe 
ſuſpicions had from time to time been confounded 
with circumſtances, and principally ſmothered with 
that amazing confidence, which was indeed the moit 
ſtriking virtue in our hero. Heartfree was unwil- 
ling to condemn his friend without certain evidence, 
and laid hold on every probable ſemblance to ac- 
quit him; but the propoſal made at his laſt viſit 
had ſo totally blackened his character in this poor 
man's opinion, that it entirely fixed the wavering 
ſcale, and he no longer doubted but that our hero 
was one of the greateſt villains in the world. 

CircumsrTances of great improbability often 
eſcape men who devour a ſtory with greedy ears; 
the reader therefore cannot wonder that Heartfree, 
whoſe paſſions were ſo variouſly concerned, firſt for 
the fidelity, and ſecondly for the ſafety of his wife; ; 
and laſtly, who was ſo diſtracted with doubt con- 

cerning 
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Obſervations on the 8 dialogue, together with a 
8 deſign on our hero, which must be deteſted by 
every lover of GREATNESS. 


H US did this dialogue (which, though we have 


termed it matrimonial, had indeed very little 
ſavour of the ſweets of matrimony in it) produce at 
jaſt a reſolution more wife than ſtrictly pious, and 
which, it they could have rigidly adhered to it, might 
have prevented ſome unpleaſant moments, as well 
to our hero as to his ſerene conſort; but their hatred 
was ſo very great and unaccountable, that they ne- 
ver could bear to ſce the leaſt compoſure in one ano- 
taer's countenance, without attempting to ruffle it. 
This ſet them on ſo many contrivances to plague 
and vex one another, that as their proximity ai- 


forded them ſuch frequent opportunities of execut- 


ing their malicious purpoſes, they ſeldom paſs'd one 
ealy or quiet day together, 
AND this, reader, and no other is the cauſe of 


thoſe many inquietudes, which thou muſt have ob- 


ſerved to diſturb the repoſe of ſome married couples, 

who miſtake 1mplacable hatred for indifference ;, for 
Y P57 mould Corvinus, who lives in a round of in- 
trigue, and ſeldom doth, and never willingly would, 
Gally with his wife, endeavour to prevent her from 
tie ſatisfaction of an intrigue in her turn? Why doth 
Camilla refuſe a more agreeable invitation abroad, 


only to expoſe her huſpand at his own table at 


home? In ſhort, to mention no more inſtances, 
whence can all the quarrels, and jealouſies, and jars, 
proceed, in people who have no love for each other, 
unleſs from that noble paſſion abovementioned, that 
Gelire, according to my lady Betty Modiſh, of curing 
(ach other of a ſmile? 

WX. thought proper to give our reader a ſhort 
taſte 


1 


Ho 
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taſte of the domeſtic ſtare of our hero the rather to 
ſhew him that great men are ſubject to the fame frail- 
ties and inconveniencies in ordinary life, with little 
men, and that heroes are really of the tame ſpecies 
with other human creatures, notwithſtanding all the 
pains they themſelves, or their flatterers, take to aſ- 


ſert the contrary ; and that they differ chiefly in the 
immenſity of their greatneſs, or, as the vulgar er- 


roneouſly call it, villany, Now therefore, that we 
may not dwell too long on low ſcenes, 1n a hiſtory 
of this ſublime kind, we ſhall return to actions of a 


higher note, and more ſuitable to our purpoſe. 


Warn the boy Hymen had, with his lighted 
torch, driven the boy Cupid out of doors; that is to 
ſay, in common phraſe, when the violence of Mr. 
Wild's paſſion (or rather appetite) for the chaſte Læ- 
titia began to abate, he returned to viſit his friend 
Heartfree, who was now in the liberties of the Fleet, 


and had appeared to the commiſſion of bankruptcy 


againſt him. Here he met with a more cold recep- 
tion than he himſelf had apprehended. Heartfree 


had long entertained ſuſpicions of Wild, but theſe 


ſuſpicions had from time to time been confounded 
with circumſtances, and principally ſmothered with 
that amazing confidence, which was indeed the moſt 


ſtriking virtue in our hero. Heartfree was unwil- 


ling to condemn his friend without certain evidence, 
and laid hold on every probable ſemblance to ac- 
quit him; but the propoſal made at his laſt viſit 
had fo totally blackened his character in this poor 
man's opinion, that it entirely fixed the wavering 


ſcale, and he no longer doubted but that our hero 


was one of the greateſt villains in the world. 
C:ircoumsrances of creat improbability often 
eſcape men who devour a ſtory with greedy ears; 
the reader therefore cannot wonder that Heartfree, 
whole paſſions were ſo varioully concerned, firſt for 


the fidelity, and ſecondly for the ſafety of his wife; 


and laſtly, who Was ſo diſtracted with doubt con- 
cerning 
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cerning the conduct of his friend, ſhould at his firſt 


relation paſs unobſerved the incident of his being 
committed to the boat by the captain of the priva- 
teer, which he had at the time of his telling ſo lame- 
ly accounted for; but now when Heartfree came to 
reflect on the whole, and with a high prepoſſeſſion 
againſt Wild, the abſurdity of this fact glared in his 
eyes, and ſtruck him in the moſt ſenſible manner. 
At length a thought of great horror ſuggeſted itſelf 
to his imagination, and this was, whether the whole 
was not a fiction, and Wild, who was, as he had 
learn'd from his own mouth, equal to any undertak- 
ing how black ſoever, had not ſpirited away, robbed 
and murdered his wite. 

IvTOLERABLE as this apprehenſion was, he not 
only turned it round and examined it carefully in 
his own mind, but acquainted young Friendly, with 
it at their next interview. Friendly who deteſted 
Wild (from that envy probably, with which theſe 
GREAT CHARACTERS naturally inſpire low fellows) 
encouraged theſe ſuſpicions ſo much, that Heartfree 
reſolved to attack our hero, and carry him before a 
magiſtrate. 

tris reſolution had been ſome time taken, and 
Friendly, with a warrant and a conſtable, had with 
the utmoſt diligence ſearched ſeveral days for our 
hero; but whether it was that in compliance with 
modern cuftom he had retired to ſpend the honey- 
moon with his bride, the only moon indeed in which 
it is faſhionable or cuſtomary for the married parties 
to have any correſpondence with each other; or per- 
haps his habitation might for particular reaſons be 
uſually kept a ſecret: Like thoſe of ſome few great 
men, whom unfortunately the law hath left out of 
that reaſonable as well as honourable proviſion, which 
it hath made for the ſecurity of the perſons of other 
great men. | 

BuT Wild reſolved to perform works of ſupere- 
rogation in the way of honour, and, tho' no hero 

18 
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is obliged to anſwer the challenge of my lord chief 
juſtice, or indeed of any other magiſtrate; but 
may with unblemiſhed reputation ſlide away from 
it; yet ſuch was the bravery, ſuch the greatneſs, the 
magnanimity of Wild, that he appeared in perſon 
to it. | 

Indeed envy may fay one thing, which may leſ- 
ſen the glory of this action, namely, that the ſaid 
Mr. Wild knew nothing of the ſaid warrant or chal- 
lenge; and as thou mayſt be aſſured, reader, that 
the malicious fury will omit nothing which can any- 
ways ſully ſo great a character, ſo ſhe hath endea- 
voured to account for this ſecond viſit of our hero 
to his friend Heartfree, from a very different motive 
than that of aſſerting his own innocence. 


CHAT A. 


Mr. Wild with unprecedented generqſity viſits his friend 
Heartfree, and the ungrateful reception he met with. 


II hath been ſaid then, that Mr. Wild, not being 
able on the ſtricteſt examination to find in a cer- 
tain ſpot of human nature called his own heart, the 
leaſt grain of that pitiful low quality called honeſty, 
and reſolved, perhaps a little too generally, that 
there was no ſuch thing. He therefore imputed the 
reſolution with which Mr. Heartfree had ſo poſitively 
refuſed to concern himſelf in murder, either to a 
fear of bloodying his hands, or the apprehenſion of 
a ghoſt, or leſt he ſhould make an additional exam- 
le in that excellent book called, God's Revenge 
againſt Murder; and doubted not but he would 
{at leaſt in his preſent neceſſity) agree without ſcruple 
to a ſimple robbery, eſpecially where any conſide- 
rable booty ſhould be propoſed, and the ſafety of the 
attack plaulibly made appear; which if he could 
prevail on him to undertake, he would immediately 
afterwards get him impeached, convicted, and hang- 
ed. 
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ed, He no ſooner therefore had diſcharged his du- 
tics to Hymen, and heard that Heartfree had pro- 
cured himfelt the liberties of the Fleet, than he re- 
tolved to viſit him, and to propoſe a robbery with all 
the allurements of profit, cale, and ſafety. 
Tais propoſal was no ſooner made, than it was 
nſwered by Heartfree in the following manner: 
«© ] m:ionT have hoped the anſwer which I gave 
& to your former advice would have prevented me 
* irom the danger of receiving a a ſecond affront of 
= this kind. An aſfront I call it, and ſurely if it 
« he {o to call a man a villain, it can be no leſs to 
* fhew him you ſuppoſe him one. Indeed it may be 
„ wondered how any man can arrive at the boldneſs, 
* may ſay impudence, of firſt making ſuch an 
* overture to another; ſurely it is ſeidom done, un— 
« Jels to thoſe who have previouſly betrayed ſome 
« ſymptoms of their own baſeneſs. If I have there- 
* tore ſhewn you any ſuch, theſe inſults are more 
e pardonable ; but I aſſure you, if ſuch appear, they 
& dilcharge all their malignance outwardly, and re- 
« fject not even a ſhadow within; for to me baſe- 
*© nets ſeems inconſiſtent with this rule, Or DoInG 
** NO OTHER PERSON AN INJURY FROM ANY Mo- 
*© TIVE OR ON ANY CONSIDERATION WHATEVER. 
This, Sir, is the rule by which I am determined 
«© to walk, nor can that man juſtify diſbelieving 
e me, wao will not own, he walks not by it him- 
But whether it be allowed to me or no, or 
| ether I feel the good effects of its being prac- 
8 iſed b y others, I am reſolved to maintain it: For 
rely no man can reap a benefit from my purſu— 
5 ing 3 it equal to the comfort I myſelf enjoy: For 
„hat a raviſhing thought! how replete with ex- 
% taſy moll the conſideration be, that Almighty 
« Gooaneſs is by its own nature engaged to re- 
e ward me! How indifferent muſt ſuch a perſuaſion 
% make a man to all the occurrences of this life! 


© What triles muſt he repreſent to himſelf both 
P CC N 
the 
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& the enjoyments and the afflictions of this world! 


& How caſlly muſt he acquieſce under miſting the 
“ former, and how patiently will he ſubmit to the lat- 
* ter, who is convinced that his failing of a tranſitory 
* jmpertect reward here, is a moſt certain argument 
« of his obtaining one permanent and complete 
„ hereafter! Doſt thou think then, thou little, pal- 
% try, mean animal, (with ſuch language did he 
&« treat our truly great man) that I will forego fach 
e comfortable expectations for any pitiful reward 
& which thou canſt ſuggeſt or promiſe to me; for 
ce that ſordid lucre for which all pains and labour 
« are undertaken by the induſtrious, and all barba- 
« rities and iniquities committed by the vile; for a 
e worthleſs acquiſition, which {uch as thou art can 
c poſſeſs, can give, or can take away? The for- 
mer part of this ſpeech occaſioned much yawning 
in our hero, but the latter rouſed his anger; and 
he was collecting his rage to anſwer, when Friend- 
ly and the conſtable, who had been ſummoned by 
Heartfree, on Wild's firſt appearance, entered the 
room, and ſeized the great man juſt as his wrath was 
burſting from his lips. 

The dialogue which now enſued, is not worth re- 
lating, W Id was ſoon acquainted with the reaſon or 
this rough treatment, and p preſently conveyed before 
a magiltrate. 

NoTwITHSTANDING the doubts raiſed by Mr. 
Wild's lawyer on his examination, he inſiſting that 
the proceeding was improper; for that a Mrit de Ho- 
mine replegiando thould iſſue, and on the return of 
that a Capias in Withernam, the 5 ice incuned to 
commitment, ſo that Wild was driven to other me- 
thods for his defence. He therefore acquainted the 
juſtice, that there was a young man likewiſe wich 
him in the boat, and begged that he might be ſent 
for, which requeſt was accordinely granted, and 
the faithful Achates (Mr. Fireblood) was ſoon pro 


duced to. bear teltimony tor his friend, which he Fer” 
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with fo much becoming zeal, and went through his 

examination with ſuch coherence (tho? he was forced 
to collect his evidence from the hints given him by 
Wild in the preſence of the juſtice and the accuſers) 
that as here was direct evicence againſt mere pre- 
ſumption, our hero was moſt honourably acquitted, 
and poor Heartfree was charged by the juſtice, the 
audience, and all others, who afterwards heard the 
ſtory, with the blackeſt ingratitude, in attempting to 
take away the lite of a man, to whom he had ſuch 
eminent obligations. 

LesT ſo vaſt an effort of friendſhip a as this of Fire- 
blood's ſhould too vioiently ſurprize the reader in 
this degenerate age; it may be proper to inform him, 
that belide the ties of engagement in the ſame em- 
ploy, another nearer and ſtronger alliance ſubſiſted 
between our hero and this youth, which latter was 
juſt departed from the arms of the lovely Letitia, 
when he received her huſband's meſſage; an inſtance 
which may alſo ſerve to juſtify thoſe ſtrict inter- 
courſes of love and acquaintance, which ſo common- 
ly ſubſiſt in modern hiſtory between the huſband and 
gallant, diſplaying the vaſt force of friendſhip, con- 
tracted by this more honourable than legal alliance, 

which is thought to be at preſent one of the ſtrongeſt 
bonus of amity between great men, and the moſt 
reputable as well as ealy way to their favour. 

Four months had now paſled ſince Heartfree's 
firſt confinement, and his affairs had begun to wear 
a more benign aſpect; but they were a good deal 
nured by this attempt on Wild, (fo dangerous is any 
attack ona GREAT MAN) ſeveral of his neighbours, 
and particularly one or two of his own trade, in- 
duſtriouſly endeavourine, from their bitter animo- 
ſity againſt ſuch kind of iniquity, to ſpread and ex- 
aggerate his ingratitude as much as poſſible; not in 
the Icaſt {crupling, in the violent ardour of their in- 
dignation, to add ſome ſmall circumſtances of their 
own knowledge of the many obligations conferred 

on 
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on Heartfree by Wild. To all theſe ſcandals he 
quietly ſubmitted, comforting himſelf in the con- 
ſciouſneſs of his own innocence, and confiding in 
time, the ſure friend of juſtice, to acquit him. 


CHAP. XI. 


A ſcheme fo deeply laid, that it ſbames all the politics of 
 #his our age 3 with digrefſ on and ſubdigreſſun. 


W I LD having now, to the hatred he bore 

Heartfree on account of thoſe injuries he 
had done him, an additional ſpur from this injury 
received, (for ſo it appeared to him, who, no more 
than the moſt ignorant, conſidered how truly he de- 
ſerved it) applied his utmoſt induſtry to accompliſh 
the ruin of one whoſe very name ſounded odious in 
his ears; when luckily a ſcheme aroſe in his imagi- 
nation, which not only promiſed to effect it ſecurely, 
but (which pleaſed him moſt) by means of the miſ- 
chief he had already done him; and which would at 
once load him with the imputation of having com- 
mitted what he himſelf had done to him, and would 
bring on him the ſevereſt puniſnment for a fact, of 
which he was not only innocent, but had already ſo 
greatly ſuffered by. And this was no other than to 
charge him with having conveyed away his wife, 
with his moſt valuable effects, in order to defraud 
his creditors. 

Hx no ſooner ſtarted this thought 1 he imme- 
diately reſolved on putting it in execution. What 
remained to conſider was only the Quomedo, and the 
perſon or tool to be employed; for the ſtage of the 
world differs from that in Drury-Lane principally 
in this; that whereas on the latter, the hero, or chief 
figure, is almoſt continually before your eyes, whilſt 
the under- actors are not ſcen above once in an eve- 
ning; now, on the former, the hero, or great man, 
18 always behind the curtain, and ſeldom or never 


appt ars, 
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appears, or doth any thing in his own perſon. He 
doth indeed, in this Grand Drama, rather perform 
the part of the Prompter, and doth inſtruct the well- 
dreſt figures, who are ſtrutting in public on the 
ſtage, What to ſay and do. To ſay the truth, a 
puppetſhow will illuſtrate our meaning better, where 
it is the maſter of the ſhow (the great man) who 
dances and moves every thing; whether it be the 


king of Muſcovy, or whatever other potentate, alias 


puppet, which we behold on the ſtage; but he him- 
ſelf wiſely keeps out of ſight; for ſhould he once 
appear, the whole motion would be at an end. Not 
that any one is ignorant of his being there, or ſup- 
poſes that the puppets are not mere ſticks of wood, 


and he himſelf the fole mover ; but as this (though 


every one knows it) doth not appear viſibly, i. e. to 
their eyes, no one is aſhamed of conſenting to be 
impoſed upon; of helping on the Drama, by calling 
the ſeveral ſticks or puppets by the names which 
the maſter hath allotted to them, and by aſſigning to 
each the character which the great man is pleaſed 
they ſhall move in, or rather in which he himlſclf is 
pleaſed to move them. 

IT would be to ſuppoſe thee, gentle reader, one 
of very little knowledge in this world, to imagine 
thou haſt never ſeen fome of theſe puppetſhows, 
which are ſo frequently acted on the great ſtage; 
but though thou ſhouldſt have reſided all thy days 
in thoſe remote parts of this iſland, which great men 


ſeldom viſit; yer, if thou haſt any penetration, thou 


muſt have had ſome occaſions to admire both the ſo- 
lemnity of countenance in the actor, and the gravity 


in the ſpectator, while ſome of thoſe farces are car- 


ried on, which are acted almoſt daily in every vil- 
lage in che kingdom. He muſt have a very deſpi- 
cable opinion of mankind indeed, who can conceive 
them to be impoſed on as often as they appear to be 
ſo. The truth is, they are in the ſame ſituation 


with the readers of Romances ; who, though they 


9 | : know 
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know the whole to be one entire fiction, nevertheleſs 
agree to be deceived; and as theſe find amuſement, 


ſo do the others find eaſe and convenience in this 
concurrence. But this being a ſubdigreſſion, I re- 


turn to my digreſſion. Wo ns 

A erxear Man ought to do his buſineſs by 
others; to employ hands, as we have before ſaid, 
to his purpoſes, and keep himſelf as much behind 
the curtain as poſſible ; and though it muſt be ac- 
 knowledged that two very great men, whoſe names 
will be both recorded in hiſtory, did in theſe latter 
times, come forth themſelves on the ſtage ; and did 
hack and hew, and lay each other moſt cruelly open 
to the diverſion of the ſpectators; yet this muſt be 
mentioned rather as an example of avoidance, than 
imitation, and is to be aſcribed to the number of 
thoſe inſtances which ſerve to evince the truth of 
theſe. maxims: Nemo morialium omnibus horis ſapit. 
Ira furor brevis eſt, &c. 


CHAP. XI. 
| New inſtances of F riendly 5 folly, &c. 


O return to my hiſtory, which, having reſted 
1 itſelf a little, is now ready to proceed on its 
journey: Fireblood was the perſon choſen by Wild 
for this ſervice. He had, on a late occalion, expe- 
rienced the talents of this youth for a good round per- 
jury. He immediately, therefore, found him our, 
and propoſed it to him: when receiving his inſtant 
aſſent, they conſulted together, and ſoon framed an 
evidence, which, being communicated to one of the 
moſt bitter and ſevere creditors of Heartfree, by him 
laid before a magiſtrate, and atteſted by the oath 
of Fireblood, the juſtice granted his warrant z and 


Heartfree was accordingly apprehended and brought 


before him. | "+ 
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Wurd the officers came for this poor wretch, they 
found him meanly diverting himſelf with his little 
children, the younger of whom fat on his knees, and 
the elder was playing at a little diftance from him 
with Friendly. One of the officers, who was a very 
good ſort of a man, but one very laudably ſevere in 
his office, after acquainting Heartfree with his er- 
rand, bad him come along and be d—d, and leave 
thoſe little baſtards ; for- fo, he ſaid, he ſuppoſed 
they were, for a legacy to the pariſh. Heartfree was 
much ſurprized at hearing there was a warrant for 

_ felony againſt him; but he ſhewed leſs concern than 
Friendly did in his countenance. The elder daugh- 
ter, when ſhe ſaw the officer lay hold on her father, 

immediately quitted her play, and, running to him, 
and burſting into tears, cry'd out: You ſhall not 
hurt poor Papa. One of the other ruffians offered 
to take the little one rudely from his knees; but 
Heartfree ſtarted up, and, catching the fellow by 
the collar, daſhed his head ſo violently againſt the 
wall, that, had he had any brains, he might poſſibly 
have loſt them by the blow. 

Tas officer, like molt of thoſe heroic ſpirits who 
inſult men in adverſity, had ſome prudence mixt 
with his zeal for juſtice. Sceing, therefore, this 

rough treatment of his companion, he began to pur- 
ſue more gentle methods, and very civilly deſired 
Mr. Heartfree to go with him, ſeeing he was an of- 
ficer, and obliged to execute his warrant; that he 
was ſorry for his misfortune, and hoped he would be 
acquitted. . The other anſwered, He ſhould patiently 

| ſubmit to the laws of his country, and would attend 

4 him whither he was ordered to conduct him: then, 
| taking leave of his children with a tender kiſs, he 

f recom nended them to the care of Friendly; who 

pro:ailed to ſce them ſafe home, and then to attend 

' him at the juſtice's, whole name and abode he had 

]-aint of the conſtable. 
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FRIENDLY arrived at the magiltrate's houſe juſt 
as that gentleman had ſigned the Mittimus againſt 
his friend ; for the evidence of Fireblood was fo 
clear and ſtrong, and the juſtice was ſo incenſed 
againſt Heartfree, and ſo convinced of his guilt, 
that he would hardly hear him ſpeak in his own de- 
fence, which the reader perhaps, when he hears the 
evidence againſt him, will be leſs inclined to cen- 
ſure : For this witneſs depoſed, * That he had been, 
„by Heartfree himſelf, employed to carry the or- 
« ders of embezzling to Wild, in order to be deli- 
© vered to his wife; that he had been afterwards 
ec preſent with Wild and her at the inn, when they 
& took coach for Harwich, where ſhe ſhewed him 
< the caſket of jewels, and deſired him to tell her 
c huſband, that ſhe had fully executed his com- 
“ mand; and this he {wore to have been done after 
« Heartfree had notice of the commiſſion, and in 
e order to bring it within that time, Fireblood, as 
& well as Wild, ſwore that Mrs, Heartfree lay ſeve- 
e ral days concealed at Wild's houſe before her de- 
_ © parture for Holland.” 


Wx Friendly found the juſtice obdurate, and : 


that all he could ſay had no effect, nor was it any 
way poſſible for Heartfree to eſcape being commit- 
ted to Newgate, he reſolved to accompany him thi- 
ther : Where, when they arrived, the turnkey would 
have confined Heartfree (he having no money} 
amongſt the common telons ; but Friendly would 
not permit it, and advanced every ſhilling he had in 
his pocket, to procure a room in the Prets-Yard for 
his friend, which indeed, through the humanity of 
the keeper, he did at a cheap rate. 

Tazy ſpent that day together, and, in th: eve- 


ning, the priſoner diſmiſſed his friend, defiring him, 
after many thanks for his fidelity, to be comforted on 


his account, „I know not,“ ſays he, ho far the ma- 


* lice of my enemy may prevail; but whatever my 
« « lufferings are, 1 am convinced my innocence will 
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* ſomewhere be rewarded. If, therefore, any fatal 
cc accident ſhould happen to me (for he who is in 
the hands of perjury, may apprehend the worſt) 


« my dear Friendly, be a father to my poor chil- 


% dren,” at which words the tears guſhed from his 
The other begged him not to admit any ſuch 


eyes. 


apprehenſions; for chat he would employ his utmoſt 


diligence in his ſervice, and doubted not but to ſub- 


vert any villanous deſign laid for his deſtruction, 


and to make his innocence appear to the world as 


white as it was in his own opinion. 
We cannot help mentioning a circumſtance here, 


though we doubt it will appear very unnatural and 


incredible to our reader; which is, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the former character and behaviour of 


Heartfree, this ſtory of his embezzling was ſo far 


from ſurprizing his neighbours, that many of them 


declared they expected no better from him. Some 


were aſſured he could pay forty ſhillings in the pound, 
if he would. Others had overheard hints formerly 
als between him and Mrs. Heartfree, which had 


given them ſuſpicions. 


And, what is moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing of all is, that many of thoſewha had before cen- 


{ured him for an extravagant heedleſs fool, now no 
leſs confidently abuſed him for a cunning, tricking, 
avaricious knave. | 


CHAP. XML 


Something concerning Fireblood, which will furprize ; 
and ſomewhat touching one of the Miſs Snaps, which 
will greatly concern the reader. 


EVER, notwithſtanding all theſe cen- 
ſures abroad, and in deſpight of all his miſ- 


fortunes at home, Heartfree in Newgate enjoyed a 


quiet, undiſturbed repoſe ; 


while our hero, nobly 


| diſdaining reſt, lay ſleepleſs all night; partly from 


the apprehenſion of Mrs. Heartfree's return before 


he 
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he had executed his ſcheme; and partly from a ſuſ- 
picion leſt Fireblood ſhould betray him; of whofe 


infidelity he had, nevertheleſs, no other cauſe to 


maintain any fear, but from his knowing him to be 
an accompliſhed raſcal, as the vulgar term it, a com- 
plete GzzaT Man in our language. And indeed, 
to confeſs the truth, theſe doubts were not withour 
ſome foundation ; for the very ſame thought unluc- 
kily entered the head of that noble youth, who con- 
ſidered, whether he might not poſſibly ſell himſelf 
for ſome advantage to the other fide, as he had yet 
no promiſe from Wild; but this was, by the ſaga- 
city of the latter, prevented in the morning with a 
rofuſion of promiſes, which ſhewed him to be of 
the moſt generous temper in the world, with which 
Fireblood was extremely well ſatisfied; and made 
uſe of ſo many proteſtations of his faithfulneſs, that 
he convinced Wild of the juſtice of his ſuſpicions. 

Ax this time an accident happened, which, though 
it did not immediately affect our hero, we cannot 
avoid relating, as it occaſioned great confuſion in his 
family, as well as in the family of Snap. It is indeed 
a calamity highly to be lamented, when it ſtains un- 
tainted blood, and happens to an honourable houſe. 
An injury never to be repaired. A blot never to 
be wiped our. A fore never to be healed. To detain 
my reader no longer : Miſs Theodoſia Snap was now 
ſafely delivered of a male infant, the product of an 
amour which that beautitul (O that I could wy; vir- 
tuous) creature had with the Count. 

. Mr. WII p and his lady were at breakfaſt, when 
Mr. Snap, with all the agonies of deſpair both in his 
voice and countenance, brought them this melan- 
choly news. Our hero, who had (as we have ſaid) 
wonderful good-nature when his greatneſs or intereſt 
was not concerned, inſtead of reviling his ſiſter- in- 
law, aſked with a ſmile:“ Who was the father?“ 
Bat the chaſte Lætitia, we repeat the chaſte, far well 

did ſhe now deſerve that epithet; received it in ano- 
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ther manner. She fell into the utmoſt fury at the 
relation, reviled her ſiſter in the bittereft terms, and 
vowed ſhe would never ſee nor ſpeak to her more. 
Then burſt into tears, and lamented over her father, 
that ſuch diſhonour fhould ever happen to him and 
herſelf. At length ſhe fell ſeverely on her huſband, 
for the light treatment which he gave this fatal ac- 
cident. She told him, He was unworthy of the ho- 
nour he enjoyed, of marrying into a chaſte family, 
That ſhe looked on it as an affront to her virtue. 
That if he had married one of the naughty huſſies of 
the town, he could have behaved to her in no other 
manner. She concluded with defiring her father to 
make an example of the ſlut, and to turn her out of 
doors; for that ſhe would not otherwiſe enter his 
houſe, being reſolved never to ſet her foot within the 
ſame threſhold with the trollop, whom ſhe deteſted 
ſo much the more, becauſe (which was perhaps true) 
ſhe was her own ſiſter. 

So violent, and indeed fo outrageous was this chaſte 
lady's love of virtue, that ſhe could not forgive a 
ſingle ſlip (indeed the only one Theodoſia had ever 
made) in her own ſiſter, in a filter who loved her, 

and to whom ſhe owed a thouſand obligations. 
_  PeRHnavbs the ſeverity of Mr. Snap, who greatly 
felt the injury done to the honour of his family, would 
have relented, had not the pariſh-officers been ex- 
tremely prefling on this occaſion, and, for want of ſe- 
curity, conveyed the unhappy young lady to a place, 
the name of which, for the honour of the Snaps, to 
whom our hero was ſo nearly allied, we bury in eter- 
nal oblivion ; where ſhe ſuffered fo much correction 
for her crime, that the good-natured reader of the 
male kind may be inclined to compaſſionate her, at 
leaſt to imagine ſhe was ſufficiently puniſhed for a 
fault, which, with ſubmiſſion to the chaſte Letita, ö 
and all other ſtrictly virtuous ladies, it ſhould be ei- 
ther leſs criminal in a woman to commit, or more 1 
in a man to ſolicit her to it. 5 


Hey 
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Bur to return to our hero, who was a living and 
ſtrong inſtance, that human greatneſs and happineſs 
are not always inſeparable. He was under a conti- 
nual alarm of frights, and fears, and jealouſies. He 
thought every man he beheld wore a knife for his 
throat, and a pair of ſciſſars for his purſe. As for his 
own gang particularly, he was thoroughly convinced 
there was not a ſingle man amongſt them, who would 

not, for the value of five ſhillings, bring him to the 
_ gallows. Theſe apprehenſions fo conſtantly broke his 
reſt, and kept him ſo aſſiduouſſy on his guard, to 
fruſtrate and circumvent any deſigns which might be 
forming againſt him; that his condition, to any other 
than the glorious eye of ambition, might ſeem rather 
deplorable, than the object of envy or deſire. 


C HA 


In which our hero makes a ſpeech well worthy to be ce- 
lebrated ; and the behaviour of one of the gang, per- 
haps more unnatural than any other part of this 


Hiſtory. 


HERE was in the gang a man named Blue- 
ſKkin; one of thoſe merchants who trade in dead 
oxen, ſheep, &c. in ſhort, what the vulgar call a 
Butcher. This gentleman had two qualities of a great 
man, viz. undaunted courage, and an ablolute con- 
tempt of thoſe ridiculous diſtinctions of Meum and 
Tuum which would cauſe endleſs diſputes, did not the 
law happily decide them by converting both into 
Suum. The common form of exchanging property 
by trade ſeemed to him too tedious he therefore re- 
ſolved to quit the mercantile profeſſion, and, falling 
acquainied with ſome of Mr, Wild's people, he pro- 
vided himſelf with arms, and enliſted of the gang. In 
which he behaved for ſome time with great "decency 
and order, and ſubmitted to accept fuch ſhare of the 
booty with the reſt, as our hero allotted nim, 

N Bur 
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Bur this ſubſerviency agreed ill with his temper ; 
for we ſhould have before remembered a third heroic 
quality, namely, ambition, which was no inconſide- 

rable part of his compoſition. One day, therefore, 
having robbed a gentleman at Windſor of a gold 
watch ; which, on its being advertiſed in the news- 
papers, with a conſiderable reward, was demand- 
ed of him by Wild, he peremprorily refuſed to deli- 
ver it. 

How, Mr. Blueſkin !” ſay «Wild, «© you will not 
« deliver the watch ?? * No, Mr. Wild, ? anſwer- 
ed he; I have taken it, and will keep it; or, if I 
« diſpoſe of it, I will diſpoſe of 1 it myſelf, and keep 
the money for which I ſell it.” “ Sure,” replied 
Wild, “ you have not the aſſurance to pretend you 
« have any property or right in this watch?“ „1 
c am certain,” returned Blueſkin, “whether I have 
any right in it or no, you can prove none.“ 1 

„ will undertake,” cries the other, © to ſhew I have 
<« an abſolute right to it, and that by the laws of 
& our gang, of which I am providentally at the 
ce head.” I know not who put you at the head of 
i cies Blueſkin ; „ but thoſe who did, cer- 
„ tainly did it for their own good, that you might 
te conduct them the better in their robberies, inform 
them of the richeſt booties, prevent lurprizes, 
% pack juries, bribe evidence, and ſo contribute to 
their benefit and ſafety; and not to convert all 
ce their labour and hazard to your own benefit and 
% advantage.“ You are greatly miſtaken, Sir,” 
anſwered Wild ; © you are talking of a legal ſociety, 
« where the chief magiſtrate is always choſen for the 
% public good, which, as we ſee in all the legal 
e focicties of the world, he conſtantly conſults, daily 
% contributing, by his ſuperior ſkill, to their pro- 
% ſperity, and not {ſacrificing their good to his own 
e wealth, or pleaſure, or humour: But in an ille- 
% gal ſociery or gang, as this of ours, it is other- 
ws wiſe ; for who would be at the head of a gang, 

EE, ES | Err unleis 
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t unleſs for his own intereſt ? And without a head, 
66 you know you cannot ſubſiſt. Nothing but a 
e head, and obedience to that head, can preſerve a 
“gang a moment from deſtruction. It is abſolutely 
<< better for you to content yourſelves with a mode- 
< rate reward, and enjoy that in ſafety at the diſpoſal 
c of your chief, than to engroſs the whole with the 
„ hazard to which you will be liable without his 
c protection. And ſurely, there is none in the whole 
gang, who has leſs reaſon to complain than you; 
e you have taſted of my favours; witneſs that piece 
of ribbon you wear in your hat, with which I dub- 
bed you captain.—Therefore pray, captain, deli- 
« yer the watch.” —* D—n your cajoling,” ſays 
Blueſkin : * Do you think I value myſelf on this bit 
&« of ribbon, which I could have bought myſelf for 
„ ſixpence, and have worn without your leave? Do 
you imagine I think myſelf a captain, becauſe 
« you whom I know not empowered to make one, 
e call me ſo? The name of captain is but a ſha- 
% dow: The men and the ſalary are the ſubſtance : 
e And J am not to be bubbled with a ſhadow. I 
ce will be called captain no longer, and he who flat- 
e ters me by that name, I ſhall think affronts me, 
% and I will knock him down, I aſſure you.“ Did 
ever man talk ſo unreaſonably?” cries Wild. © Are 
you not reſpected as a captain by the whole gang 
e ſince my dubbing you ſo? But it is the ſhadow 
- & only, it ſeems; and you will knock a man down 
<« for aftronting you, who calls you captain! Might 
* not a man as reaſonably tell a miniſter of ſtare: 
* Sir, you have given me the ſhadow only, The ribbon 
or the bauble, that you gave me, implies that I have 
“ either ff fonalized myſelf, by ſome great action, for the 
«© benefit and glory of my country; or at leaſt that I 
« am deſcended from thoſe who have done ſo. I know 
«< myſelf to be a ſcoundrel, and ſo have been thoſe few 
te anceſtors I can remember, or have ever heard ef. 
wy TONE I am 1 8 to knock the firſt man down, 
„ obo 
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* who calls me Sir, or Right Honourable. But all great 
« and wiſe men think themſelves ſufficiently repaid 
« by what procures them honour and precedence in 
< the gang, without enquiring into ſubſtance; nay, 
2 if a title, or a feather, be equal tothis purpoſe, they 
« are ſubſtance, and not mere ſhadows. But | have 
te not time to argue with you at preſent, ſo give me 
« the watch without any more deliberation.” *I 
& am no more a friend to deliberation than yourſelf,” 
anſwered Blueſkin, „and ſo II tell you once for all, 
« by G— 1 never will give you the watch, no, nor 
<« will I ever hereafter ſurrender any part of my 
«< booty. I won it, and I will wear it. Take your 
5 pal yourſelf, and go out on the highway, and 
« don't lazily think to fatten yourſelt with the dan- 
de gers and pains of other people.” At which words 
he departed in a fierce mood, and repaired to the 
tavern uſed by the gang, where he had appointed to 
meet ſome of his acquaintance, whom he informed 
of what had paſſed between him and Wild, and ad- 
viſed them all to follow his example; which they all 
readily agreed to, and Mr. Wild's D—tion was the 
univerſal roaſt; in drinking bumpers to which they 
had finiſhed a large bowl of punch, when a conſta- 
ble, with a numerous attendance, and Wild at their 
head, entered the room, and ſeized on Blueſkin, 
whom his companions, when they ſaw our hero, did 
not dare attempt to reſcue. The watch was found 
upon him, which, together with Wild's informa- 
tion, was more than ſufficient to commit him to 
Newgate. | 
Ix the evening, Wild and the reſt of thoſe who 
had bcen drinking with Blueſkin, met at the tavern, 
where nothing was to be ſeen but the profoundeſt 
ſubmiſſion to their leader. T hey vilified and abuſed 
Blueſkin as much as they had before abuſed our 
rot and now repeated the ſame toaſt, only chang- 
ing the name of Wild into that of Blueſkin. All 

agreeing with Wild, that the watch found in his 
pocket, 
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pocket, and which muſt be a fatal evidence againſt 
him, was a juſt judgment on his diſobedience and 
revolt. 

Tus did this Great Man, by a reſolute and time- 
ly example (for he went directly to the juſtice when 
Blueſkin left him) quell one of the moſt dangerous 
conſpiracies which could poſſibly ariſe in a gang; and 
which, had it been permitted one day's growth, would 
incvitably have ended in his deſtruction; ſo much 
doth it behove all great men to be eternally on their 
guard, and expeditious in the execution of their pur- 
poſes; while none but the weak and honeſt can in- 
dulge themſelves in remiſſneſs or repoſe. 

Tas Achates, Fireblood, had been preſent at both 


theſe meetings; but though he had a little too haſtily 


concurred in curſing his friend, and in vowing his 
perdition; yet now he ſaw all that ſcheme diſſolved, 
he returned to his integrity; of which he gave an 
inconteſtable proof, by informing Wild of the mea- 
ſures which had been concerted againſt him. In 
which, he ſaid, he had pretended t to acquieſce, in 
order the better to betray them; but this, as he after- 
wards confeſſed on his deathbed, at Tyburn, was 
only a copy of his countenance: For that he was, at 
that time, as ſincere and hearty in his oppoſition to 
Wild as any of his companions. 

Ou hero received Fireblood's information with a 
very placid countenance. He ſaid, As the gang had 
ſeen their errors, and repented, nothing was more 
noble than forgiveneſs. But though he was pleaſed 
modeſtly to aſcribe this to his lenity, it really aroſe 
from much more noble and political principles. He 
conſidered that it would be dangerous to attempt the 
puniſhment of ſo many; beſides, he flattered him- 
ſelf that fear would keep them in order; and in- 
deed Fireblood had told him nothing more than he 
knew before, viz. that they were all complete Prigs, 
V hom he was to govern by their tears, and in whom 
he was to place no more confidence than was neceſ- 
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_ tary, and to watch them with the utmoſt caution and 
circumſpection; for a rogue, he wiſely ſaid, like 


gunpowder, muſt be uſed with caution; ſince both 


are altogether as liable to blow up the party himſelf 
who uſes them, as to execute his miſchievous pur- 
pole againſt ſome other perſon or animal. 

| Were will now repair to Newgate, it being the place 
where moſt of the great men of this hiſtory are ha- 


ſtening as faſt as poſſible; and to confeſs the truth, it 


is a caſtle very far from being an improper, or miſ- 
becoming habitation for any great man whatever. 
And as this ſcene will continue during the reſidue of 
our hiſtory, we ſhall open it with a new book; and 
ſhall, therefore, take this opportunity of cloſing our 
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A ſentiment of the ordinary's, worthy to be written in 
letters of gold; a very extraordinary instance of fully 
in Friendly; and a 4 accigent which 2 


our Hero. 


ate before his frequent converſation with 
his children, and other inſtanees of a good 
heart, which betrayed themſelves in his actions and 
converſation, created an opinion in all about him 
that he was one of the ſillieſt fellows in the univerſe. 
The ordinary himſelf, a very ſagacious as well as 
very worthy perſon, declared that he was a curſed 


rogue, but no conjurer. 


Fa: FREE had not been long in Nom 


War 
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*Wrar indeed might induce the former, 2. e. the 
roguiſh part of this opinion in the ordinary was a 
wicked ſentiment which Heartfree one day diſcloſed 
in converſation, and which we, who are truly or- 
thodox, will not pretend to juſtify, That he believed 
a ; fincere Turk would be ſaved. To this the good 
man, with becoming zeal and indignation, anſwered, 
I know not what may become of a fincere Turk, but if 
this be your perſuaſion, 1 pronounce it impoſſible you 
ſhould be ſaved. No, Sir, fo far from a ſincere Turk's 
being within the pale of ſalvation, neither will any ſin- 
cere Preſbyterian, Anabaptiſt, wor Quaker whatever, 
be Javed. 

Bur neither did the one or the other part of this 
character prevail on Friendly to abandon his old ma- 
ſter. He ſpent his whole time with him, except 
only thoſe hours when he was abſent for his ſake, in 
procuring evidence for him againſt his trial, which 
was now ſhortly to come on. Indeed this young 
man was the only comfort, beſides a clear conſci- 
ence, and the hopes beyond the grave, which this 
poor wretch had; for the ſight of his children was 
like one of thoſe alluring pleaſures which men in 
ſome diſcaſes indulge themſelves often fatally in, 
which at once flatter and heighten their malady. 

FRIEND IL being one day preſent while Heartfree 
was, with tears in his eyes, embracing his eldeſt 
daughter, and lamenting the hard fate to which he 
feared he ſhould be obliged to leave her, ſpoke to 
him thus: I have long obſerved with admiration 
„the magnanimity with which you go through your 
« own misfortunes, and the Ready countenance 
& with which you look on death. I have obſerved 
e that all your agonies ariſe from the thoughts of 
* parting with your children, and of leaving them in 
© a diftreit condition; now, though I hope all your 
* fears will prove ill. grounded, yet, that I may 
„ relieve you as much as potlible from them, be 
alf Urea, that as nothing Can * me more real 

1 by 5 Miſery, 
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© miſery, than to obſerve ſo tender and loving a 
& concern in a maſter, to whoſe goodneſs I owe ſa 
“ many obligations, and whom I ſo ſincerely love, 
4 ſo nothing can afford me equal pleaſure with my 
c contributing to leſſen or to remove it. Be con- 
“ yinced, therefore, if you can place any confidence 
e in my promiſe, that I will employ my little for- 
% tune, which you know to be not entirely inconſi- 
« derable, in the ſupport of this your little family. 
c Should any misfortune, which I pray heaven avert, 
« happen to you before you have better provided 
<« for theſe little ones, I will be myſelf their father, 
<« nor ſhall either of them ever know diſtreſs, if it 
c be any way in my power to prevent it. Your 
„younger daughter I will provide for, and as for 
«© my little prattler, your elder, as I never yet thought 
of any woman for a wife, I will receive her as ſuch 
* at your hands; nor will I ever relinquiſh her for 
« another.” Heartfree flew to his friend, and em- 
braced him with raptures of acknowledgment, He 
vowed to him, that he had eaſed every anxious 
thought of his mind but one, and that he mult carry 
with him out of the world. O Friendly,” cried 
he, it is my concern for that beſt of women, 
„whom I hate myſelf for having ever cenſured in 
© my. opinion. O Friendly! thou didſt know her 
e goodneſs; yet, ſure her perfect character none but 
< myſelf was ever acquainted with. She had every 
& perfection both of mind and body, which heaven 
e hath indulged to her whole ſex, and poſſeſſed all 
* in a higher excellence than nature ever indulged 
<* to another in any ſingle virtue. Can T bear the 
&« Joſs of ſuch a woman? Can I bear the apprehen- 
& ſions of what miſchiefs that villain may have done 
* to her, of which death is perhaps the lighteſt ?”? 
Friendly gently interrupted him as ſoon as he law 
any opportunity, endeavouring to comfort him on 
this head likewiſe, by magnitying every Preum- 

| ſtance 
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ſtance which could poſſibly afford any hopes of his 
ſeeing her again. 

By this kind of behaviour, in which the young 
man exemplified ſo uncommon an height of friend- 
ſhip, he had ſoon obtained in the caſtle the character 
of as odd and filly a fellow as his maſter. Indeed, 
They were both the byword, laughingſtock, and 
contempt of the whole place. 

Tux ſeſſions now came on at the Old Baily. T he 
grand jury at Hicks's-hall had found the bill of in- 
dictment againſt Heartfree, and on the ſecond day of 
the ſeſſion he was brought to his trial; where, not- 
withſtanding the utmoſt efforts of Friendly, and of 
the honeſt old female ſervant, the circumſtances of 
the fact corroborating the evidence of Fireblood, as 
well as that of Wild, who counterfeited the moſt 
artful reluctance at appearing againſt his old friend 
Heartfree, the jury found the priſoner guilty. 

Wirp had now accompliſhed his ſcheme; for as 
to what remained, it was certainly unavoidable, ſee- 
ing that Heartfree was entirely void of intereſt with 
the great, and was beſides convicted on a ſtatute, 
the infringers of which could hope no pardon. 

Tu cataſtrophe, to which our hero had reduced 
this wretch, was ſo wonderful an effort of great- 
neſs, that it probably made fortune envious of her 
own darling; but whether it was from this envy, or 
only from that known inconſtancy and weakneſs ſo 
often and judiciouſly remarked in that lady's tem- 
per, who frequently lifts men to the ſummit of hu- 


man greatneſs, only 
ut lapſu graviore ruant ; 


certain it is, ſhe now began to meditate miſchief | 
againſt Wild, who ſeems to have come to that pe- 
ried, at Thich all heroes have arrived, and which 
ſhe was reſolved they never ſhould end. In 
ſhort, there ſeems to be a certain meaſure of miſ- 
chief and iniquity, which every great man 1s to fill 

| up, 
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up, and then fortune looks an him of no more uſs 
than a filkworm, whoſe bottom is ſpun, and deſerty. 


him. Mr. Blueſkin was convicted the ſame day of 
robbery, by our hero, an unkindneſs, which tho 
he had drawn on himſelf, and neceſſitated him to, 
he took greatly amiſs; as Wild therefore was ſtand- 
ing near him, with that diſregard and indifference 

which great men are too careleſsly inclined to havg 
for thoſe whom they have ruined ; Blueſkin privily 
drawing a knife, thruſt the ſame into the body of 
our hero with ſuch violence, that all who ſaw it 
concluded he had done his buſineſs. And indeed; 
had not fortune, not ſo much out of love to our 
hero, as from a fixed reſolution to accompliſh a cer- 
| tain purpoſe, of which we have formerly given a 
hint, carefully placed his guts out of the way, he 
muſt have fallen a facrifice to the wrath of his ene- 
my, which, as he afterwards ſaid, he did not de- 
ſcrve; for had he been contented to have robbed and 
only ſubmitted to give him the booty, he might 
have ſtill continued ſafe and unimpeached in the 
gang; but ſo it was, that the knife miſſing thoſe 
noble parts (the nobleſt of many) the guts, perfo- 
rated only the hollow of his belly, and cauſed no 
other harm than an immoderate effuſion of blood, 
of which, tho? it at preſent weakened him, he ſoon 
after recovered. 

Tats accident, however, was in bs end attended 
with worſe conſequences : for, as very few people 
(thoſe greateſt of all men, abſolute princes excepted) 


attempt to cut the thread of human life, like the fa- 


tal ſiſters, merely out of wantonneſs and for their 
diverſion, but rather by ſo doing, propoſe to theme 
ſelves the acquiſition of ſome future gaod, or the 
avenging ſome paſt evil; and as the farmer of the! . 
motives did not appear probable, it put inquiſiti 
perſons on examining into the latter. Nom as the 
vaſt ſchemes of Wild, when they were diſcovered, 
however great 10 their nature, legmed to ſome per- 
Vol. III. O o | ſons 


- 
* 


562 The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 


ſons like the projects of moſt other ſuch perſons, ra- 
ther to be calculated for the glory of the great man 
himſelf, than to redound to the general good of ſo- 
ciety; deſigns began to be laid by ſeveral of thoſe 
who thought it principally their duty, to put a ſtop 
to the future progreſs of our hero; and a learned 
judge particularly, a great enemy to this kind of 
greatneſs, procured a clauſe in an act of parliament 
as a trap for Wild, which he ſoon after fell into. By 
this law it was made capital in a Prig to ſteal with 
the hands of other peo 5 4 A law ſo plainly calcu- 
lated for the 0 of all priggiſh greatneſs, 
that it was indeed impoſſible for our hero to avoid it. 


CHA p. II. 


A ſhort hint concerning popular ingratitude. Mr. Wild's 
arrival in the caſtle, with other occurrences, to be 


found in no other hiſtory, 


TF. we had any leiſure, we would here digreſs a 

little on that ingratitude, which ſo many writers 
have obſerved to ſpring up in the people in all free 
governments towards their great men; who, while 
they have been conſulting the good of the public, 
by raiſing their own greatneſs, in which the whole 
body {as the kingdom of France thinks itſelf in the 
glory of their grand monarch) was ſo deeply con- 
cerned, have been ſometimes ſacrificed by thoſe very 
people for whole glory the ſaid great men were fo 
induſtriouſly at work: and this from a fooliſh zeal 
for a certain ridiculous imaginary thing called Li- 
berty, . to which great men are' obſerved to have a 
great animoſity. 

Tris law had been promulgated a very little time 
when Mr. Wild, having received from ſome du- 
tiful members of the gang, a valuable piece of goods, 
did, for a conſideration ſomewhat ſhort of its origi- 


nal price, reconvey it to the right owner; for which 
fact 
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fact being ungratefully informed againſt by the ſaid 
owner, he was ſurprized in his own houſe, and being 
overpowered by numbers, was hurried before a mas 
giſtrate, and by him committed to that caſtle, which, 
ſuitable as it is to greatneſs, we do not chuſe to name 


too often 1n our hiſtory, and where many great men; 


at this time, happened to be aſſembled. 
THe governor, or; as the law more honourably: 


calls him, keeper of this caſtle, was Mr. Wild's old 


friend and acquaintance. This made the latter greatly: 
ſatisfied with the place of his confinement, as he 
promiſed himſelf not only a kind reception and hand- 
ſome accommodation there, but even to obtain his 
liberty from him, if he thought it neceſſary to deſire 
it: but alas! he was deceived; his old friend knew 
him no longer, and refuſed to ſee him, and the lieu- 
tenant-governor inſiſted on as high garniſh for fet- 
ters, and as exorbitant a price for lodging, as if he 
had had a fine gentleman in cuſtody for murder, or 
any other gentcel crime. 

To confeſs a melancholy truth, it is a circumſtance 
much to be lamented, that there is no abſolute de- 
pendance on the friendſhip of great men. An obſer- 
vation which hath been frequently made by thoſe 
who have lived in courts, or in Newgate, or in any 
other place ſet apart for the habitation of ſuch per- 
ſons. . 

The ſecond day of his confinement he was greatly 
ſurprized at receiving a viſit from his wife; and much 
more ſo, when, inſtead of a countenance ready to in- 
ſult him, the only motive to which he could aſcribe 
her preſence, he ſaw the tears trickling down her 
lovely checks. He embraced her with the utmoſt 
marks of affection, and declared he could hardly re- 
gret his confinement, ſince it had produced ſuch an 
inſtance of the happineſs he enjoyed in her, whoſe 
fidelity to him on this occaſion would, he believed, 
make him the envy of moſt huſbands, even in New- 
gate, He then begged her to dry her eyes, and be 
Oo 2 comftorteg ; 


564 The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 


comforted ; for that matters might go better with 
him than ſhe expected. No, no,” ſays ſhe, © I am 
certain you will be found guilty Death. I knew 
e what it would always come to. I told you it was 
© impoſſible to carry on ſuch a trade long; but you 
e would not be adviſed, and now you ſee the conſe- 
% quence, now you repent when it is too late. All 
etc the comfort I ſhall have when you are“ nubbed is, 

et that I gave you a good advice. If you had al- 
* ways gone out by yourſelf, as I would have had 
«* you, you might have robbed on to the end of the 
„ chapter; but you was wiſer than all the world, or 
« rather lazier, and ſee what your lazineſs is come 
e toto the F cheat, for thither you will go now, 
e that's infallible. And a juſt judgment on you for 
«< following your headſtrong will; I am the only 
« perſon to be pitied, poor I, who ſhall be ſcanda- 
“ lized for your fault. There goes ſhe whoſe huſband 
« Was bang d: methinks I hear them crying ſo al- 
& ready.” At which words ſhe burſt into tears. He 
could not then forbear chiding her for this unneceſ- 
fary concern on his account, and begged her not to 
trouble him any more. She anſwered with ſome ſpi- 
rit: On your account, and be d—d to you! No, 
« if the old cull of a juſtice had not ſent me hither, 
I believe it would have been long enough before I 
* ſhould have come hither to ſee after you; dn 
me, [am committed for the I. fling-lay, man, and 
« we ſhall be both zubbed — — I'faith, my 
% dear, it almoſt makes me amends for being nub- 
<« bed myſelf, to have the pleaſure of ſceing thee 1ub- 
* bed too.” Indeed, my dear,” anſwered Wild, © it 
b is what I have long wiſhed for thee z but I do not 
« deſire to bear thee company, and I have ſtill 
hopes tb have the pleaſure of ſeeing you go with- 
„out me; at leaſt I will have the pleaſure to be rid 
* of you now.” And fo ſaying, he ſeized her by 

The cant word for hanging, + The gallows. 
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the waiſt, and with ſtrong arm flung her out of the 
room; but not before ſhe had with her nails left a 
bloody memorial on his cheek: and thus this fond 
couple parted, 

Wir p had ſcarce recovered himſelf from the un- 
eaſineſs into which this unwelcome viſit, proceeding 
from the diſagreeable fondneſs of his wife, had thrown 
him, than the faithful Achates appeared. The pre- 
ſence of this youth was indeed a cordial to his ſpirits. 
He received him with open arms, and expreſſed the 
utmoſt ſatisfact ion in the fidelity of his friendſhip, 
which ſo far exceeded the faſhion of the times, and 
ſaid many things, which we have forgot, on the oc- 
caſion; but we remember they all tended to the praiſe 
of Fireblood, whoſe modeſty, at length, put a ſtop 
to the torrent of compliments, by aſſerting he had 
done no more than his duty, and that he ſnould have 
deteſted himſelf, could he have forſaken his friend 
in his adverſity ; and after many proteſtations, that 
he came the moment he heard of his misfortune, he 
aſked him if he could be of any ſervice. Wild an- 
ſwered, ſince he had ſo kindly propoſed that queſ- 
tion, he muſt ſay he ſhould be obliged to him, if he 
could lend him a few quineas; for that he was very 
ſeedy. Fireblood replied, that he was greatly unhape 
py in not having it then in his power, adding many 
hearty oaths, that he had not a farthing of money in 
his pocket, which was, indeed, ſtrictly true; for he 
had only a bank- note, which be had that evening 
purloined from a gentleman in the playhouſe paſſage. 
He then aſked for his wife, to whom, to ſpeak truly, 
the viſit was intended, her confinement being the 
misfortune of which he had juſt heard; for, as for 
that of Mr. Wild himſelf, he had known it from 
the firſt minute, without ever intending to trouble 
him with his company. Being informed therefore 
of the viſit which had lately happened, he reproved 
Wild for his cruel treatment of that good creature ; 
then taking as ſudden a leave as he civilly could of 

Joy  - | the 
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the gentleman, he haſtened to comfort his lady, wha 
received him with great Kindneſs. 


CHA P. III. 
Curious anecdotes relating to the hiſtory of Newgate, 


HERE. reſided in the caſtle at the ſame time 
with Mr. Wild, one Roger Johnſon,” a very 
GREAT Man, who had Jong been at the head of all 
the Prigs in Newgate, and had raiſed contributions 
on them. He examined into the nature of their de- 
fence, procured and inſtructed their evidence, and 
made himſelf, at leaſt in their opinion, ſo neceſſary 
to them, that the whole fate of Newgate ſee med en- 
tirely to depend upon him. 

Wilp had not been long in confinement before he 
began to oppoſe this man. He repreſented him to 
the Prigs as a fellow, who, under the plauſible pre- 
tence of aſſiſting their cauſes, was in reality under- 
mining THE LIBE&TIES OF NEwGaATE. He at firſt 
_ threw out certain fly hints and inſinuations; but hav- 
ing by degrees formed a party againſt Roger, he one 
day aſſembled them together, and ſpoke to them in 
the following florid manner : 


Friends and fellow-citizens, 
„ THz cauſe which I am to mention to you this 
“ day, is of ſuch mighty importance, that when I 
« conſider my own {mall abilities, I tremble with an 
ce apprehenſion, leſt your ſafety may be rendered 
«© precarious by the weakneſs of him who hath un- 
e dertaken to repreſent to you your danger. Gentle, 
<« men, the liberty of Newgate is at ſtake; your 
£ privileges have been long undermined, and are now 
% openly violated by one man; by one who hath en- 
e groſſed to himſelf the whole conduct of your trials, 
6 under colour of which, he exacts what contribu- 


$ tions on you he pleaſes: but are thoſe ſums ap- 
Ls + propriated 


4 


cc 


The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD; 567 


propriated to the uſes for which they are raiſed? 
Your frequent convictions at the Old Baily, thoſe 


depredations of juſtice, muſt too ſenſibly and ſore- 
ly demonſtrate the contrary. What evidence doth 
he ever produce for the priſoner, which the pri- 


ſoner himſelf could not have provided, and often 


better inſtructed? How many noble youths have 
there been loſt, when a ſingle Alibi would have 


| ſaved them! Should I be filent, nay, could your 
own injuries want a tongue to remonſtrate, the 


very breath, which by his neglect hath been ſtop- 


ped at the Cheat, would cry out loudly againſt him. 
Nor is the exorbitancy of his plunders viſible only 
in the dreadful conſequences it hath produced to 


the Prigs, nor glares it only in the miſeries brought 


on them: it blazes forth in the more deſirable ef- 


fects it hath wrought for himſelf, in the rich per- 
quiſites acquired by it: witneſs that ſilk night- 
gown, that robe of ſhame, which, to his eternal 
diſhonour, he publicly wears; that gown, which 
I will not ſcruple to call the winding- ſheet of the 
liberties of Newgate. Is there a Prig who hath 


the intereſtand honourof Newgatelo little at heart, 


that he can refrain from bluſhing when he beholds 
that trophy, purchaſed with the breath of ſo many 
Prigs ! Nor is this all. His waiſtcoat embroidered 
with ſilk, and his velvet cap, bought with the 
ſame price, are enſigus of the tame ditgrace. Some 
would think the rags which covered his naked- 
neſs, when firſt he was committed hither, well 


exchanged for theſe gaudy trappings; but in my 


eye, no exchange can be profitable when diſho- 


nour 1s the condition. If therefore, Newgate—? 


Here the only copy which we could procure of this 


ſpeech breaks off abruptly ; however, we can aſſute 


the reader, from very authentic information, that he 
concluded with adviling the Prigs to put their affairs 
into other hands. After which, oge of his party, as 


004 
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had been before concerted, in a very long ſpeech 
recommended him (Wild himſelf) to their choice. 
NEwOATE was divided into parties on this occa- 
ſion; the Prigs on each fide repreſenting their chief 
or Great Man to be the only perſon by whom the 
affairs of Newgate could be managed with ſafety and 
advantage. The Prigs had indeed very incompatible 
intereſts; for whereas the ſupporters of Johnſon, 
who was in poſſeſſion of the plunder of Newgate, 
were admitted to ſome ſhare under their leader; ſo 
the abettors of Wild had, on his promotion, the 


ſame views of dividing ſome Part of the ſpoil among 


tbemſelves. It is ho wonder therefore they were both 
ſe warm on each fide. What may ſeem more re- 
Markable was, that the debtors, who were entirely 
unconcerned in the diſpute, and who were the deſtin- 
ed plunder of both parties, ſhould intereſt themſelves 
with the utmoſt violence, ſome on behalf of Wild, 

and others in favour of Johnſon. So that all New- 
gute relounded with WII p for ver, Jonnson for 
fuer. And the poor debtors re-echoed be liberries 
of Newpate, which, in the cant language, ſignifies 


Plunder as loudly as the thieves themſelves. In 


Mort, ſuch quarrels and animoſities happened be- 
rween them, that they ſeemed rather the people of two 
countries Jong at war with each other, than the inha- 
bitants of the ſame caſtle. 
Wiro's party at length prevailed, and he ſucceed- 
ed to the place and power of Johnſon, whorn he pre- 
ſently ſtript of all his finery ; but when it was pro- 
poſed, that he ſhould ſell it, and divide the money 
for the good of the whole; he waved that motion, 
faying, it was not yet time, that he ſhould find a 


better opportunity, that the clothes wanted cleaning, 


with many other pretences, and, within two days, to 
the ſurprize of many, he appeared in them Biauelf; 
for which he vouchſafed no other apology than, chat 
they fitted him much better than they did Johnſon, 

and 
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and that they became him in a much more elegant 
mner. | | 
Tris behaviour in Wild greatly incenſed the debt- 


ors, particularly thoſe by whoſe means he had been 


promoted. They grumbled extremely, and vented 
great indignation againſt Wild; when ont day a very 
grave man, and one of much authority among them, 
beſpake them as follows: | g 

Norns ſure can be more juſtly ridiculous 
* than the conduct of thoſe, who ſhould lay the 
* lamb in the wolf's way, and then ſhould lament 
his being devoured. What a wolf is in a ſheep- 
* fold, a great man is in ſaciety. Now, when one 
« wolf is in poſſeſſion of a ſheepfold, how little would 
<« it avail the ſimple flock to expel him, and place 
* another in his ſtead ? Of the ſame benefit to us is 
* the overthrowing one Prig 1n favour of another. 
And for what other advantage was your ftruggle? 
« Did you not all know that Wild and his foliow- 
« ers were Prigs, as well as Johnſon and his? What 
then could the contention be among ſuch, but 
that which you have now diſcovered it to have 
te been? Perhaps ſome would ſay, Is it then our duty 
* tamely to ſubmit to the rapine of the Prip who now 
* plunders us, for fear of an exchange? Surely no: 
« but I anſwer, It is better to ſhake the plunder off, 
te than to exchange the plunderer. And by what 
% means can we effe this, but by a total change in 
«© our manners? Every Prig is a ſlave. His own 
« Priggiſh deſires which enſlave him, themſelves be- 
* tray him to the tyranny of others. To preſerve, 
c therefore, the liberty of Newgate, is to change the 
“ manners of Newgate. Let us therefore, who are 
c confined here for debt only, ſeparate ourſelves en- 
« tirely from the Prigs; neither drink with them, 
* nor converſe with them. Let us, at the fame 
$ time, ſeparate ourſelves farther from Priggiſn 


* itſelf. Inſtead of being ready, on every opportu- 


— 


vs nity, 40- pillage each other, let us be content with 


our 


570 The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WIL. 


«© our honeſt ſhare of the common bounty, and with 
„ the acquiſition of our own induſtry. When we 
+ ſeparate from the Przgs, let us enter into a cloſer 
* alliance with one another. Let us conſider our- 
« ſelves all as members of one community, to the 
* public good of which we are to ſacrifice our pri- 
vate views; not to give up the intereſt of the 
« whole for every little pleaſure or profit which ſhall 
te accrue to ourſelves. Liberty is conſiſtent with no 
** degree of honeſty inferior to this, and the com- 
$ munity where this abounds, no Frig will have the 
* impudence or audaciouſneſs to endeavour to en- 
% flave; or if he ſhould, his own deſtruction would 
« be the only conſequence of his attempt. But while 
* one man purſues his ambition, another his intereſt, 

„ another his ſafety; while one hath a roguery (a 
« Priggiſin they here call it) to commit, and another 


* a roguery to defend, they muſt naturally fly to the 


« favour and protection of thoſe, who have power 
* ro give them what they delire, and to defend them 
4 from what they fear; nay, in this view it becomes 
* their intereſt to promote this power in their pa- 
* trons. Now, gentlemen, when we are no longer 
* Prigs, we ſhall no longer have theſe fears or theſe 
& Gdefires. What remains, therefore, for us, but to 
e reſolve bravely to lay aſide. our Priggiſin, our 
& roguery, in plainer words, and preſerve our liber- 
e ty, or to give up the latter in the preſervation and 


7 preference of the former.“ 


Tuis ſpeech was received with much applauſe ; ; 
however, Wild continued as before to levy contribu- 
tions.among the priſoners, to apply the garniſh to 
his own ule, and to ſtrut openly in the ornaments 
which he had ſtript from Johnſan, To ſpeak ſin- 
cerely, there was more bravado than real uſe or ad- 
vantage in theſe trappings. As for the nightgown, 
its outſide indeed made a glittering tinſel appearance, 
but it kept him not warm; nor could the finery of 


it do him much honour, ſince every one knew it did 
5 „ not 
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not properly belong to him; as to the waiſtcoat, it 
fitted him very ill, being infinitely too big for him; 
and the cap was ſo heavy, that it made his head ach. 
Thus theſe clothes, which perhaps (as they preſented 
the idea of their miſery more ſenſibly to the people's 
eyes) brought him more enyy, hatred, and detraction, 
than all his deeper impoſitions and more real advan- 
tages; afforded very little uſe or honour to the wearer; 
nay, could ſcarce ſerve to amuſe his own vanity, when 
this was cool enough to reflect with the leaſt ſeriouſ- 
neſs. And, ſhould I ſpeak in the language of a man 
who eſtimated human happineſs without regard to. 
that greatneſs, which we have fo laborjouſly endea- 
voured to paint in this hiſtory, it is probable he 
never took (i. e. robbed the priſoners of) a ſhilling, 
which he himſelf did not pay too dear for. 


C HR Y 


The dead-warrant arrives for Heartfree; on which oo- 
caſion Wild betrays ſome buman weakneſs. 


H E. dead-warrant, as it is called, now came 
down to Newgate for the execution of Heart- 
foon among the reſt of the priſoners. And here the 
reader muſt excuſe us, who profeſs to draw natural, 
not perfect characters, and to record the truths of 
hiſtory, not the extravagancies of romance, while we 
relate a weakneſs in Wild, of which we are ourſelves 
aſhamed, and which we would willingly have con- 
cealed, could we have preſerved at the ſame time 
that ſtrict attachment totruth and impartiality, which 
we have profeſſed in recording the annals of this great 
man. Know then, reader, that this dead-warrant 
did not affect Heartfree, who was to ſuffer a ſhameful 
death by it, with half the concern it gave Wild, who 
had been, the occaſion of it. He had been a little 
ſtruck the day betone on ſeeing the children carried 
away 
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away in tears from their father. This ſight brought 
the remembrance of ſome ſlight injuries he had done 
the father, to his mind, which he endeavoured, as 
much as poſlible, to obliterate ; but when one of the 
__— (I ſhould ſay lieutenants of the caſtle) repeat- 

ed Heartfree's name among thoſe of the malefactors 
who were to ſuffer within a few days, the blood for- 
ſook his countenance, and, in a cold ſtill ſtream, 
mov id heavily to his heart, which had ſcarce ſtrength 
enough left to return it through his veins. In ſhort, 
his body fo viſibly demonſtrated the pangs of his 
mind, that, to eſcape obſervation, he retired to his 
room, where he r vent to ſuch bitter 
agonies, that even the injured: Heartfree, had not the 
apprehenſion of what his wife had ſuffered ſnut every 

avenue of compaſſion, would have pitied him. 

Wren his mind was thoroughly fatigued, and 
worn out with the horrors which the approaching 
fate of the poor wretch, who lay under a ſentence 
which he had iniquitouſly brought upon him, had 
ſuggeſted, ſleep promiſed him relief; but this pro- 
mile was, alas! deluſive. This certain friend to the 
tired body is often the ſevereſt enemy to the oppreſ- 
fed mind. So at leaſt it proved to Wild, adding vi- 
fionary to real horrors, and tormenting his imagina- 
tion with phantoms too dreadful to be deſcribed. At 
length ſtarting from theſe viſions, he no ſooner re- 
covered his waking ſenſes, than he cry'd out: I 
« may yet prevent this cataſtrophe. It is not too 
& late to diſcover the whole.” He then pauſed a 
moment: But greatneſs inſtantly returning to his aſ- 
fiſtance, checked the baſe thought, as it firſt offered 
itſelf to his mind. He then reaſoned thus coolly with 
himſelf: Shall I, like a child, or a woman, or 
« one of thoſe mean wretches, whom 1 have al- 
Mays deſpiſed, be frightened by dreams and viſion- 
* ary phantoms, to ſully that honour which I have 
« ſo difficultly acquired, and fo glorieufly main- 
* tained ! Shall I, to redeem the worthleſs life of 
is oo « this 
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ce this filly fellow, ſuffer my reputation to contract 
« a ſtain, which the blood of millions cannot wipe 
« away! Was it only that the few, the ſimple part 
« of mankind, ſhould call me a Rogue, perhaps I 
could ſubmit ; but to be for ever contemptible to 
« the Prics, as a wretch who wanted ſpirit to ex- 
« ecute my undertaking, can never be digeſted. 

„What is the life of a ſingle man? Have not whole 
armies and nations been ſacrificed to the honour 
e Of ONE GREAT Man? Nay, to omit that firſt 
6 claſs of greatneſs, the conquerors of mankind, 

«© how often have numbers fallen by a fictitious plot, 
« only to ſatisfy the fpleen, or perhaps exerciſe the 
<« ingenuity of a member of that ſecond order of 
„ oreatneſs the Miniſterial! What have I done then? 
c Why, I have ruined a family, and brought an in- 
* nocent man to the galiows. I ought rather to weep 
& with Alexander, that I have ruined no more, than 
* to regret the little I have done.” He at length, 
therefore, bravely reſolved to conſign over Heartfree 
to his fate, though it coſt him more ſtruggling than 
may eaſily be believed, utterly to conquer his reluc- 
rance, and to baniſh away every degree of humanity 
from his mind, theſe little ſparks of which compoſed 
one of thoſe weekuedes, which we lamented in the 
opening of our hiſtory. 

Bur, in vindication of our hero, we muſt be 
leave to obſerve, that nature is ſeldom fo kind as 
thoſe writers who draw characters abſolutely perfect. 
She ſeldom creates any man ſo completely great, or 
completely low, but that fome ſparks of humanity 
will glimmer in the former, and ſome ſparks of what 
the vulgar call evil, will dart forth in the latter; utter- 
ly to extinguiſh which will give ſome pain and un- 
eaſineſs to both; for, I apprehend, no mind was 
ever yet formed entirely free from blemiſh, unleſs 
peradventure that of a ſanctified hypocrite, whoſe 
praiſes ſome well-ted flatterer hath gratctully thought 
proper to ſing 28 | 
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C H A P 5 V. 
e e various matters. 


T HE "wal was now come when poor Heartfree 
was to ſuffer an ignominious death; Friendly 
had, in the ſtrongeſt manner, confirmed his aſſurance 
of fulfilling his promiſe, of becoming a father to one 
of his children, anda huſband to the other. This gave 
him inexpreſſible comfort, and he had, the evening 
before, taken his laſt leave of the little wretches, with 
a a tendernefs which drew a tear from one of the keep- 
ers, joined to a magnanimity which would have pleaſ- 
ed a Stoic. When he was informed that the coach; 
which Friendly had provided for him, was ready, 
and that the reſt of the priſoners were gone, he em- 
braced that faithful friend with great "paſſion, and 
begged that he would leave him here; but the other 
deſired leave to accompany him to his end; which 
at laſt he was forced to comply with. And now he 
was proceeding towards the coach, when he found 
his difficulties were not yet over; for now a friend 
arrived, of whom he was to take a harder and more 
tender leave than he had yet gone through. This 
friend, reader, was no other than Mrs. Heartfree her. 
ſelf, who ran to him with a look all wild, ſtaring, 
ak frantic, and, having reached his arms, fainted 
away in them without uttering a ſingle ſyllable. 
Heartfree was, with great difficulty, able to preſerve 
his own ſenſes in ſuch a ſurprize at ſuch a ſeaſon. 
And indeed our good-natured reader, will be rather 
inclined to wiſh this miſerable couple had, by dying 
in each other's arms, put a final period to their woes, 
than have ſurvived to taſte thoſe bitter moments 
which were to be their portion, and which the un- 
happy wife, ſoon recovering from the ſhort intermiſe 
ſion of being, now began to ſuffer, . When ſhe be- 
came firſt miſtreſs of her voice, ſhe burſt forth into 
the. 
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the following accents: O my huſband Is this the 
condition in which I find you after our cruel ſepa- 
ration! Who hath done this?. Cruel heaven! What 
is the occaſion? I know thou canſt deſerve no ill. 
«© Tell me, ſomebody who can ſpeak, while I have 
«© my ſenſes left to underſtand, hat is the matter?” 
At which words ſeveral laughed, and one anſwered : 
« The matter! Why no great matter.—The gen- 
« tleman is not the firſt, nor won't be the laſt: The 
„ worſt of the matter is, that if we are to ſtay all 
<« the morning here, I ſhall loſe my dinner.” Heart- 
free, pauſing a moment, and recollecting himſelf, 
cry'd out: I will bear all with patience.” And 
then, addreſſing himſelf to the commanding officer, 
begged he might only have a few minutes by himſelf 
with his wife, whom he had not {cen before, ſince his 
misfortunes. The great man anſwered : He had 
% compaſſion on him, and would do more than he 
could anſwer; but he ſuppoſed he was too much 
c a gentleman not to know that ſomething was due 
« for ſuch civility.” On this hint, Friendly, who 
was himſelf half dead, pulled five guineas out of his 
pocket; which the great man took, and ſaid, he 
would be ſo generous to give him ten minutes; on 
which one obſerved, that many a gentleman had 
bought ten minutes with a woman dearer, and many 
other facetious remarks were made, unneceſſary to 
be here related. Heartfree was now ſuffered to re- 
tire into a room with his wife, the commander in- 
forming him at his entrance, that he mult be expedi- 
tious, for that the reſt of the good company would 
be at the tree before him, and he ſuppoſed he was a 
gentleman of too much breeding to make them wait, 
I Is tender wretched couple were now retired for 
theſe few minutes, which the commander without 
carefully meaſured with his watch; and Heartfree 
was muſtering all kis reſolution to part with what his 
ſoul ſo ardently doated on, and to conjure her to ſup- 


port his loſs for the lake of her poor infants, and to 
Comfort 
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comfort her with the promiſe of Friendly on their ac- 
count; but all his deſign was fruſtrated. Mrs. Heart- 
free could not ſupport the ſhock, but again fainted 
away, and ſo entirely loſt every ſymprom of life, that 
Heartfree called vehemently for aſſiſtance. Friendly 
ruſhed firſt into the room, and was ſoon followed by 
many others, and, what was remarkable, one who 
had unmoved beheld the tender ſcene between theſe 
parting lovers, was touched to the quick by the pale 
looks of the woman, and ran up and down for water, 
drops, &c. with the utmoſt hurry and confuſion. 
The ten minutes were expired, which the com- 
mander now hinted; and ſeeing nothing offered 
for the renewal of the term (for indeed Friendly had 
unhappily emptied his pockets) he began to grow 
very importunate, and at laſt told 9 He 
. ſhoald be aſhamed not to al! more liks a man. Heart- 
free begged his pardon, and ſaid, he would make 
him wait no longer. Then, with the deepeſt ſigh, 
cry'd: O myangel!” and embracing his wife with 
the utmoſt ke, kiſſed her pale lips with more 
fervency than ever bridegroom did the bluſhing 
cheeks of his bride; he then cry'd: The Almighty 
< bleſs thee, and, if it be his pleaſure, reſtore thee 
« to lite; if not, I beſcech him we may preſently 
* meet again in a better world than this.“ He 
was breaking from her, when perceiving her ſenſe 
returning, he could not forbear renewing his em- 
brace, and again prefling her lips, which now reco- 
vered life and warmth fo faſt, that he begged one 
ten minutes more to tell her what her fwooning had 
prevented her hearing. The worthy commander, be- 
ing perhaps a little touched at this tender ſcene, took 
Friendly aſide, and aſked him what he would give, 
f he would ſuffer his friend to remain half an hour ? 
Friendly anſwered, any thing ; that he had no more 
money in his pocket, but he would certainly pay him 
that afternoon. Well then, Fll be moderate, ſaid 


be, Twenty n anſwered, It 
3 a bargain 
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a bargain. . The commander, having exacted a firm 
promiſe, cry'd, Then I don't care if they ſtay a 
whole hour together ; for what ſignifies hiding good 
news! The : gentleman is reprieved —— ; of 
which he had juſt before received notice in a whiſper. 
It would be very impertinent to offer at a deſcrip- 


tion of the joy this occaſioned to the two friends, ox 


to Mrs. Heartfree, who was now again recovered. 
A ſurgeon who was happily preſent, was employed 
to bleed them all. After which the commander, who 
had his promiſe of the money again confirmed to 
him, wilked Heartfree joy, and, ſhak ing him very 
friendly by the hands, cleared the room of all the 
company, and left the three friends together. | 


CHAP Wh 
In which the foregoing happy incident is accounted fat 


BUT here, though I am convinced my good- 
— natured reader may almoſt want the ſurgeon's 
aſſiſtance alſo, and that there is no paſſage in this 
Whole ſtory, which can afford him equal delight; 
yet leſt our reprieve ſhould ſeem to reſemble that in 
the Beggars Opera, I ſhall endeavout to ſnew him, 
that this incident, which is undoubtedly true, is at 
leaſt as natural as delightful ; for, we aſſure him, we 
would rather have ſuffered half mankind to be hang'd, 
than have ſaved one contrary to the ſtricteſt rules of 

writing and probability. | | 
Bs it known then (a circumſtance which I think 
highly credible) that the great Fireaiood had been, 
a few days before, taken in the fact of a robbery, 
and carried before the ſame juſtice of peace, who had, 
on his evidence, committed Heartfree to priſon. 
This magiſtrate, who did indeed no imall honour to 
the commiſſion he bote, duly conſidered the weighty 
charge committed to hich, by which ke was entruſt- 
& with deciſions affecting the lives, liberties; and 
F 04-10. - "Fp pro- 
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properties of his countrymen; he therefore examined 
aiways with the utmoſt diligence and caution into 
every minute circumftance. And, as he had a good 
deal balanced, even when he committed Heartfree, 
on the excellent character given him by Friendly and 
the maid; and, as he was much ſtaggered on finding 
that of the two perſons, on whole evidence alone 
Heartfrec had been committed, and had been ſince 
convicted, one was in Newgate for a felony, and the 
Other was now brought before him for a robbery, he 
thought proper to put the matter very home to Fire- 
blood at this time, The young Achates was taken, 
as we have ſaid, in the fact; ſo that denial, he ſaw, 
was in vain, - He, therefore, honeſtly confeſſed what 
he knew mult be proved; and defired, on the merit 
of the diſcoveries he made, to be admitted as an evi- 
dence againſt his accomplices. This afſorded the 
happieſt opportunity to the juſtice, to ſatisfy his con- 
icience in relation to Heartfres. He told Fireblood, 
that, if he expected the favour he ſolicited, it muſt 
be on condition, that he revealed the whole truth 
to him concerning the evidence which he had lately 
given againft a bankrupt, and which ſome circum- 
ſtances had induced a ivipicion of; that he might 
depend on it, the truth would be diſcovered by other 
means, and gave ſome oblique hints (a deceit en- 
tirely juſtifiable) that Wild bimiclf had offered ſuch 
a diicovery. The very mention of Wild's name im- 
mediately alarmed Fireblood, who did not in the leaſt 
doubt the readineſs or that GREAT May to hang 
any of the gang, when his own intereſt ſeemed to 
require it. He therefore heſitated not a moment; 
but, having obtained a promiſe from rhe juſtice, thar 
he ſhould be accepted as an evidence, he diſcovered 
the whole falſehood, and declared that he had been 
ſeduced by Wild to depole as he had done. 
Tus juſtice having thus luckily and timely diſco- 
vered this ſcene of villany, alias greatneſs, Joſt not a 


moment ja uſing his utmoſt endeayours to get the 
caſe 
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caſe of the unhappy convict repreſented to the ſo- 
vereign; who immediately granted him that graci- 
ous reprieve, which cauſed ſach happineſs to the per- 
fons concerned; and which, we hope, we have now 
accounted for to the ſatisfaction of the reader: 

Tux good magiſtrate having obtained this reprieve 
for Heartfree, thought it incumbent on him to viſit 
him in the priſon, and to ſound, if poſſible, the depth 
of this affair, that, if he mould appear as innocent 
as he now began to conceive him, he might uſe all 
imaginable methods to obtain his pardon and en- 
largement. 

Taz next day therefore after that when the miſe- 
rable ſcene above deſcribed had paſſed, he went to 
Newgate, where he found thoſe three perſons, namely 
Heartfree, his wife, and Friendly, ſitting together. 
The juſtice informed the priſoner of the confeſſion of 
Fireblood, with the ſteps which he had taken upon 
it. e reader will eaſily conceive the many out- 
ward thanks as well as inward gratitude which he re- 
ceived from all three; but thoſe were of very little 
conſequence to him, compared with the ſecret ſatiſ- 
faction he felt in his mind, from reflecting on the 
preſervation of innocence, as he ſoon after very 
clearly perceived was the cafe. ; 

Wik he entered the room, Mrs. Heartfree was 
ſpeaking with tome earneſtneſs: As he perceived, 
therefore, he had interrupted her, he begged ſhe would 
continue her diſcourſe, w! _ it he prevented by his 

Yreſence, he deſired to depart; but Heartiree would 
not ſuffer it. He ſaid, the Hf been relating ſome 
adventures, which perhaps might entertain him to 
hear, and which ſhe the rather defired he would hear, 
as they might ſerve to illuftrate the foundation on 
which this falſehood had been built, which had 
brought on her hulband all his misfortunes. 

Tr Juſtice very gladly conſented, and Mrs. 
Hearttree, at her huiband's deci: re, began the relation 
from the firſt renewal of Wild's acquaintance with 
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him; but, though this recapitulation was neceſſary for 
the information of our good magiſtrate, as it would 

be uſeleſs, and perhaps tedious, to the reader, we 
ſhall only repeat that part of her ſtory to which he 


is only a ſtranger, beginning with what happened to 


her after Wild had been turned adrift in the boat, 
by the captain of the French privateer. 


CHAP. VI. ; 
Mrs. Heartfree relates her adventures. 


M RS. Heartfree proceeded thus: * The ven- 
e geance which the French captain exacted on 
te that villain (our hero) perſuaded me, that I was fal- 
& len into the hands of a man of honour and juſtice; 
* nor, indeed, was it poſſible for any perſon to be 
te treated with more reſpect and civility than I now 
“ was; bur if this could not mitigate my ſorrows, 
© when I reflected on the condition in which I had 
te been betrayed to leave all that was dear to me, much 
& leſs could it produce ſuch an effect, when I diſco- 
ce vered, as I ſoon did, that 1 owed it chiefly to a 


« paſſion, which threatened me with great uneaſineſs, 
& as it quickly appeared to be very violent, and as I 


% was abſolutely in the power of the perſon who poſ- 
e ſeſſed it, or was rather poſſeſſed by it. I muſt 
ec however do him the juſtice to ſay, my fears carried 
« my ſuſpicions farther than I afterwards found I had 
« any reaſon to carry them: He did indeed very 
& ſoon acquaint me with his paſſion, and uſed all thoſe 
« gentle methods, which frequently ſucceed with our 
<< ſex, to prevail with me to gratify it; but never once 
< threatened, nor had the leaſt recourſe to force. He 
% did not even once inſinuate to me, that I was to- 
« tally in his power, which I myſelf ſufficiently ſaw, 
% and whence I drew the moſt dreadful appreben- 
6 fions, well knowing, that as there are ſome diſpoſi- 


<« tions ſo brutal, that cruelty adds a zeſt and favour 
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to their pleaſures; ſo there are others whoſe gentler 
inclinations are better gratified, when they win us 
by ſofter methods to comply with their deſires ; 
yet that even theſe may be often compelled by an 
unruly paſſion to have recourſe at laſt to the means 
of violence, when they deſpair of ſucceſs from per- 
ſuaſion ; but I was happily the captive of a better 
man. My conqueror was one of thoſe over whom 
vice hath a limited juriſdiction, and tho? he was too 
ealily prevailed on to ſin, he was proof againſt any 
temptation to villany. 
WI had been two days almoſt totally becalmed, 
when a briſk gale riſing, as we were in fight of 
Dunkirk, we ſaw a veſſel making full fail towards 
us. The captain of the privateer was fo ſtrong, 
that he apprehended no danger but from a man of 
war, which the ſailors diſcerned this not to be. 
He therefore ſtruck his colours, and furled his 
ſails as much as poſlible, in order to lie by and ex- 
pect her, hoping ſhe might be a prize.” (Here 


Heartfree ſmiling, his wife ſtopp'd and enquired the 
cauſe, He told her, it was from her uſing the ſea terms 
ſo aptly : She laughed, and anſwered, he would won- 
der leſs at this, when he heard the long time ſhe had 
been on board: And then proceeded) © This veſſel 
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cc 
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now came along ſide of us, and hailed us, hav- 


ing perceived that, on which we were aboard, to be 
of her own country : they begged us not to put 
intoDunkirk, but to accompany them in their pur- 
ſuit of a large Engliſh merchantman, whom we 
ſhould eaſily overtake, and both together as eaſily 
conquer. Our captain immediately conſented to 
this propoſition, and ordered all his ſail to be 
crowded. This was moſt unwelcome news to me; 
however, he comforted me all he could, by aſſur- 
ing me, I had nothing to fear, that he would be ſo 
far from offering the leaſt rudeneſs to me himſelf, 
that he would, at the hazard of his life, protect me 


from it. This aſſurance gave me all the conſola- 
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6 tion, which my preſentcircumſtances andthedread- 
« tulap brchenſions i had on your dear account would 
te admit.” (At which words the tendereſt glances 
pul ied on both ſides between the huſband = wife.) 


% We ſailed near twelve hours, when we came in 


« ſight of the ſhip we were in purſuit of, and which 
t we ſhould probably have ſoon come up with, had 
« not a very thick miſt raviſhed her from our eyes. 
« This miſt continued ſeveral hours, and when it 
t cleared up, we diſcovered our companion at a great 
s diſtance from us; but what gave us (I mean the 
captain and his crew) the greateſt uneaſineſs, was 
<« the ſight of a very large ſhip within a mile of us, 
« which preſently faluted us with a gun, and now 
& appeared to be a third-rate Engliſn man of war. 
«© Our captain declared the impoſlibility of either 
te fighting or eſcaping, and accordingly ſtruck, with- 


C: out waiting for the broadſide which was prepar- 


« ing for us, and which perhaps would have pre- 
e vented me from the happineſs I now enjoy. 


This occaſioned Heartfree to change colour, his wife | 


therefore paſs'd haſtily to circumſtances of a mor & 
ſmiling complexion. 


« [ GRE ATLY rejoiced at this event, as I thought 


te jt would not only reſtore me to the ſafe poſſeſſion 


* of my jewels, but to what J value beyond all the 


F* treaſure inthe univerſe, My expectation, however, 
* of both theſe was ſomewhat croſt for the preſent : 
& As to the former, I was told, they ſhould be care- 
% ful 'y preſerved; but that J "muſt prove my right 
© to them before I could expect their reſtoration : i 
& which, if I miſtake not, the captain did not very 
© eagerly defire I ſhould he able to accompliſh: And 
& as to the latter, I was acquainted, that [ ſhould 
& be put on board the firſt ip, which they mer 
„ on her way to England; but that ney were pro- 
& cced ing to the Weit-Indies. 

„IB not been long on board the man of war, 
& beforc 1 diſcovered juſt realon rather r to z2ament 
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than to rejoice at theexchange of my captivity; (for 
ſuch I concluded my preſent ſituation to be.) I had 
now another lover in the captain of this Engliſh- 
man, and much rougher and leſs gallant than the 
Frenchman had been. He uſed me with. ſcarce 
common civility, as indeed he ſhewed very little 
to any other perſon, treating his officers little 
better than a man of no great good-breeding would 
exert to his meaneſt ſervant, and that too on ſome 

very irritating provocation, As for me, he ad- 
drefſed me with the inſolence of a baſha to a 


Circaſſian ſlave; he talked to me with the looſe 


licence in which the moſt profligate libertines con- 
verſe with harlots, and which women abandoned 
only in a moderate degree, deteſt and abhor. He 


often kiſſed mg with very rude familiarity, and one 


day attempted further brutality, when a gentleman 


on board, and who was in my ſituation, that is, had 
been taken by a privateer and was retaken, re- 
ſcued me from his hands; for which the capta 
confined him, tho? he was not under his Ws e, 
two days in irons; when he was releaſed (for I was 
not ſuffered to viſit him in his confinement) I went 
to him and thanked him with the utmoſt acknow- 


ledgment, for what he had done and ſuffered on 
my account, The gentleman behaved to me in the 


handſomeſt manner on this occaſion ; told me, he 
was aſhamed of the high tenſe] ſeemed to entertain 
of ſo ſmall an obligation, of an action to which his 
duty as a chriſtian, and his honour as a man, ob- 
liged him. From this time | lived in great gy 
liarity with this man, whom I regarded as my pro 

rector, which he profeſſed himſelf ready to be on 


* all occalions, expreſſing the utmoſt abhorrence of 


the captain's brutality, eſpecially that ſthewn to- 
wards me, and the tenderneſs of a parent for the 
preſervation of my virtue, for which I was not my- 
ſelf more ſolicitous than he appeared te was, 
indeed, the only man 3 had hitherto niet, fince my 
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* unhappy departure, who did not endeavour by all 
his looks, words, and actions, to aſſure me, he had 
a liking to my unfortunate perſon. The reſt 
a ſeeming defirous of facrificing the little beauty 
« they complimented, to their deſires, without the 
& leaſt conſideration of the ruin, which I earneſtly 
** repreſented to them, they were attempting to 
te bring on me and on my future repoſe.” 
„ now paſſed ſeveral days pretty free from the 
be captain's moleſtation, till one fatal night:” Here 
erceiving Heartfree grew pale, ſhe comforted him 
y an aſſurance, that heaven had preſerved her cha- 
ſtity, and again had reſtored her unſullied to his arms. 
She continued thus: Perhaps, I gave it a wrong 
s epithet in the word fatal; but a wretched night, 
N am ſure J may call it, for no woman, who came 
* off victorious, was, I believe, ever in greater dan- 
„ger. One night, I ſay, having drank his ſpirits 
4 high with punch, in company with the purſer, who 
« was the only man in the ſhip he admitted to his 
table, the captain ſent for me into his cabbin; whi- 
ge ther, though unwilling, I was obliged to go. We 
s were no ſooner alone together, than he ſeized me 
ce by the hand, and after affronting my ears with diſ- 
£ courſe Which am unable to repeat, he {wore a 
<< oreat oath, that his paſſion was to be dallied with 
& no longer, that I muſt not expect to treat him in 
te the manner, to which a ſet of blockhead landmen 
« ſubmitted, None of your coquet airs, therefore 
& with me, madam, faid he, for I am reſolved to 
te have you this night, No ſtruggling nor ſquawl- 
e ing, for both will be 1 impertinent. The firſt man 
« who offers to come in here, I will have his ſkin 
6 flea'd off at the gangway. He then attempted to 
t pull me violently towards his bed. I threw my- 
+ ſelf on my knees, and with tears and entreaties 
«+ befought his compaſſion ; but this was, I found, 
to no purpoſe : I then had recourſe to threats, and 


5 endeavoured to frighten him with the ä : 
« bye 


„ d 


40 
88 
* 
ec 
cc 
te 
ce 
ac 
cc 
cc 
* 0 
10 
cc 
ce 
c 
80 
ce 
cc 
cc 
86 
cc 
cc 
cs 
cc 
cc 
FR 
cc 
ce 
cc 


Ke 


ce 
ce 
cc 


falling down the cab 


The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 383 


but neither had this, tho! it ſeemed to ſtagger him 
more than the other method, ſufficient force to 
deliver me. At laſt, a ſtratagem came into my 
head, of which my perceiving him reel, gave me 
the firſt hint, I entreated a moment's reprieve 
only, when, collecting all the ſpirits I could mu- 
ſter, 1 put on a conftrained air of gaiety, and told 
him with an affected laugh, he was the rougheſt 
lover I had ever met with, and that I believed I 
was the firſt woman he had ever paid his addreſſes 
to. Addreſſes, ſaid he, d—n your dreſſes, I want 
to undreſs you. I then begged him to let us drink 
ſome punch together ; for that I loved a can as 
well as himſelf, and never would grant the fayour 
to any man till I had drank a hearty glaſs with 
him. O!] faid he, if that be all, you ſhall have 
punch enough to drown yourſelf i in. At which 
words he rung the bel}, and ordered in a gallon of 
that liquor. I was in the mean time obliged to 
ſuffer his nauſeous kiſſes, and ſome rudeneſſes 
which I had great difficulty to reſtrain within 
moderate bounds. When the punch came 1n, he 
took up the bow] and drank my health oftenta- 
tiouſly, in ſuch a quantity, thar it conſiderably 
advanced my ſcheme. I followed him with bum- 
pers, as faſt as poſſible, and was myſelf obliged 
to drink ſo much, that at another time it would 
have ſtaggered my own reaſon, but at preſent it 
did not affect me. At length, perceiving him 
very far gone, I watched an opportunity, and ran 
out of the cabbin, reſolving to ſeek protection of 
the ſea, if I could find no other: but heaven was 
now graciouſly pleaſed to relieve me; for in his 
attempt to purſue me, he reeled backwards, and 

bin ſtairs, he diſlocated his 
ſhoulder, and ſo bruiſed himſelf, that I was not 
only preſerved that night from any danger of my 
intended raviſher ; but the accident threw him into 


* a fever, which endangered his life, and whether 
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he ever recovered or no, I am not certain; for, 
during his delirious fits, the eldeſt lieutenant com- 
manded the ſhip. This was a virtuous and à 
brave fellow, who had been twenty-five years in 
that poſt without being able to obtain a ſhip, and 


& had ſeen ſeveral boys, the baitards of noblemen, 
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put over his head. One day, while the ſhip re- 
mained under his command, an Engliſh veſſel 
bound to Cork, paſſed by; myſelf and my friend, 
who had formerly lain two days in irons on my 
account, went on board this ſhip, with the leave 
of the good lieutenant, who made us ſuch preſents 
as he Was able of proviſions, and congratulating 
me on my delivery from a danger to which none 
of the ſhip's crew had been ſtrangers, he indir 
wiſhed us both a ſafe voyage.“ 


K P. vm. 


i which Mrs, Heartfree continues the relation of her 


adventures. 


5 HE firſt evening after we were aboard this 

veſſel, 3 was a brigantine, we being then 
at no very great Uiſtance from the Madeiras, the 
moſt violent ſtorm aroſe from the north-weſt, in 
which we preſently loſt both our maſts; and indeed 
death now preſented itſelf as inevitable to us I 
need not tell my Tommy what were then my 
thoughts. Our danger was ſo great, that the cap- 
tain of the ſhip, a profeſſed atheiſt, betook him- 
ſelf to prayers, and the whole crew, abandoning 
themſelves for loſt, fell with the utmoſt eagernels 
to the emptying a caik of brandy, not one drop of 
which, they ſwore, ſhould be polluted with ſalt 


water. I obſerved here, my old friend diſplayed 


leſs courage than I expected from him. He ſeem- 


ed entirely ſwallowed up in deſpair. But, heaven 
EDS 
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be praiſed! we were all at laſt preſerved. The 
ſtorm, after above eleven hours continuance, be- 
gan to abate, and by degrees entirely ceaſed; but 


left us ſtill rolling at the n mercy of the waves, which 


carried us at their own pleaſure to the ſouth-eaſt, 
a vaſt number of leagues. Our crew were all dead 


drunk-with the brandy which they had taken ſuch 
care to preſerve from the ſea; but, indeed, had 


they been awake, their labour would have been of 
very little ſervice, as we had loſt all our rigging ; 
our brigantine being reduced to a naked hulk only. 


In this condition we floated about thirty hours, till 


in the midſt of a very dark night we ſpied a light 
which ſeeming to approach us, grew ſo large, that 
our ſailors concluded it to be the lanthorn of a 


man of war; but when we were cheering ourſelves 


with the hopes of our deliverance from this 
wretched ſituation, on a ſudden, to our great con- 
cern, the light entirely diſappeared. and left us in 
a deſpair, encreaſed by the remembrance of thoſe 
pleaſing imaginations with which we had enter- 
tained our minds during its appearance. The reſt 
of the night we paſſed 3 in melancholy conjectures 
on the light which had d-ierted us, which the 
major part of the ſailors conciuded to be a meteor. 
In this diſtreſs we had one comfort, which was a 
plentiful ſtore of prov:ifion z this fo fupported the 
ſpirits of the ſailors, that they declared, had they 
but a ſufficient quantity of brandy, they cared not 
whether they ſaw land for a month to come: 
but indeed, we were much nearer it than we ima- 
gined, as we perceived at break of day; one of 
the moſt knowing of the crew declared we were 
near the continent of Africa; but when we 
were within three leagues of it, a ſecond violent 
ſtorm aroſe from the aa fo that we again gave 
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& and drove us an immenſe number of leagues to the 
* fouth. We were within a league of the ſhore, ex- 
* pecting every moment our ſhip to be daſhed to 
* pieces, when the tempeſt ceaſed all on a ſudden 
c but the waves {till continued to roll like moun- 
< tains, and before the ſea recovered its calm mo- 
* tion, our ſhip was thrown ſo near the land, that 
* the captain ordered out his boat, declaring he had 
„% fcarce any hopes of ſaving her; and indeed we had 
“ not quitted her many minutes, before we ſaw the 
& juſtice of his apprehenſions; for ſhe ſtruck againſt 
te arock, and immediately ſunk. The behaviour of 
* the ſailors on this occaſion very much affected me, 


they beheld their ſhip periſh with the tenderneſs 


% of a lover or a parent, they ſpoke of her as the 
“ fondeſt huſband would of his wife; and many of 
& them, who ſeemed to have no tears in their com- 
« poſition, ſhed them plentifully at her ſinking. 
The captain himſelf cried out, Go thy way charm- 
c ing Molly, the ſea never devoured a lovelier mor- 
« fel. FI have fifty veſſels, I fhall never love another 
« Hike thee. Poor ſlut! I ſhall remember thee to my 
« dying day.— Well, the boat now conveyed us all 
& fate to ſhore, where we landed with very little 
difficulty. It was now about noon, and the rays 
* of the ſun, which deſcended almoſt perpendicular 
* on our heads, were extremely hot and trouble- 
% ſome. However, we travelled through this ex- 
% treme heat about five miles over a plain. This 


brought us to a vaſt wood, which extended itſelf 


«© as far as we could fee both to the right and left, 
& and ſeemed to me to put an entire end to our pro- 
„ oreſs. Here we decreed to reft and dine on the 
% proviſion which we had brought from the ſhip, 

e of which we had. ſufficient for very few meals; 
e our boat being ſo overloaded with people, that we 
« had very little room for luggage of any kind. Our 
„ repaſt was ſalt pork broiled, which the keenneſs of 
hunger made ſo delicious to my companions, that 


: they 


ment in which I was preſently to die. 
company had ſofficiently, and indeed very plenti- 


| nity. | 
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they fed very heartily upon it. As for myſelf; the 
fatigue of my body, and the vexation of my mind, 

had ſo thoroughly weakened me, that I was almoſt 
entirely deprived of appetite; and the utmoſt dex- 
terity of the moſt accompliſhed French cook would 
have been ineffectual, had he endeavoured to tempt 
me with delicacies. I thought myſelf very little 


a painer by my late eſcape from the tempeſt, by 


which I ſeemed only to have exchanged the ele- 


fully, feaſted themſelves, they reſolved to enter 


the wood, and endeavour to pals it, in expecta- 


tion of finding ſome inhabitants, at leaſt ſome pro- 
viſion. We proceeded therefore in the following 
order: one man in the front with a hatchet to 


clear our way, and two others followed him with 


uns to protect the reſt from wild beaſts; then 
walked the reſt of our company, and laſt of all the 
captain himſelf, being armed likewiſe, with a gun 
to defend us from any attack behind, 1n the rear, I 
think, you call it. And thus our whole company, 
being fourteen in number, travelled on till night 
overtook us, without ſeeing any thing unleſs a few 
birds, and ſome very inſignificant animals. We 
reſted all night under the covert of ſome trees, and 
indeed we very little wanted ſhelter at that ſeaſon, 
the heat in the day being the only inclemency we 
had to combat with in this climate, I cannot help 
telling you, my old friend lay ſtill neareſt to me on 


the ground, and declared he would be my protec- 


tor ſhould any of the ſailors offer rudeneſs; but 
I can acquit them of any ſuch attempt; nor was 
I ever affronted by any one, more than with a 
coarſe expreſſion, proceeding rather from the 
roughneſs and ignorance of their education, than 
from any abandoned principle, or want of huma- 
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&* We had now proceeded very little way on out 
next day's march, when one of the failors having 

ſkipt nimbly up a hill, with the aſſiſtance of a 
ſpeaking trumpet. informed us, that he ſaw a town 
a very little way off. This news ſo comforted me, 
and gave me ſuch ſtrength, as well as ſpirits, that, 
with the help of my old friend, and another, who 
ſuffered me to lean on them, I, with much diffi- 
culty, attained the ſummit; but was fo abſolutely 
overcome in climbing it, that I had no longer ſuffi- 


cient ſtrength to ſupport my tottering limbs, and 


was obliged to lay myſelf again on che ground; 
nor could they prevail on me to undertake deſcend- 
ing through a very thick wood into a plain, at the 
end of which indeed appeared ſome houſes, or 
rather huts ; but at a much greater diſtance than 
the ſailor had aſſured us. The little way, as he 
had called ir, ſeeming to me full twenty miles, 
nor was it, I believe, much leſs.” 


CHAP. IX. | 
Containing incicents very ſurpriſing. 


HE captain declared, he would, without 

delay, proceed to the town before him; in 
which reſolution he was ſeconded by all the crew; 
but when I could not be perſuaded, nor was I 
able to travel any farther before I had reſted my- 
ſelf, my old friend proteſted he would not leave 
me, but would ſtay behind as my guard; and, 


when I had refreſhed myſelf with a little repole, 


he would attend me to the town, which the cap- 
tain promiſed he would not leave, before he had 
ſeen us. 

„ THEy were no ſooner departed than (having firſt 
thanked my protector for his care of me) I reſign- 


ed myſelf to !leep, which W cloſed my 
« eyelids, 
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eyelids, and would probably have detained me ve- 
ry long in his gentle dominion, had I not been 
awaked with a ſqueeze by the hand by my guard; 

which I at firſt thought intended to alarm me with 
the danger of ſome wild beaſt; but I ſoon per- 
ceived it aroſe from a ſofter motive, and that a 
gentle ſwain was the only wild beaſt J had to ap- 
prehend. He began now to diſcloſe his paſſion 
in the ſtrongeſt manner imaginable, indeed with a 


- warmth rather beyond that of both my former 


lovers; but as yet without any attempt of abſo- 
lute force. On my ſide remonſtrances were made 
in more bitter exclamations and revilings than I 
had uſed to any, that villain Wild excepted. I 


told him, he was the baſeſt and moſt treacherous 
wretch alive; that his having cloked his iniqui- 


tous defigns under the appearance of virtue and 


friendſhip, added an ineffable degree of horror to 
them; that I detefted him of all mankind the moſt, 


and, could I be brought to yield to proſtitution, 


he ſhould be the laſt to enjoy the ruins of my ho- 


nour. He ſuffered himſelf not to be provoked by 


this language, but only changed his method of 


ſolicitation from flattery to bribery. He unript 
the lining of his waiſtcoat, and pulled forth ſeveral 
Jewels; theſe, he ſaid, he had preſerved from in- 
finite danger to the happieſt purpoſe, if I could 
be won by them. I rejected them often with the 
utmoſt 1ndignation, till at laſt, caſting my eye, 
rather by accident than deſign, on a diamond 
necklace, a thought, Itze lightning, ſhot through 
my mind, and, in an inſtant, I remembered, that 
this was the very necklace you had ſold the curſed 
Count, the cauſe of all our misfortunes. The 


conſuſion of ideas, into which this ſurprize hur- 


ried me, prevented my reflecting on the villain 
who then ſtood before me; but the firſt recollec- 
tion preſently told me, it cov'd be no other than 


the Count himſelf, the wicked tool of Wild's bar- 


a „ barity. 
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52 r. Good heavens ! what was then my con- 
dition! How ſhall I deſcribe the tumult of paſſions 
if & which then laboured in my breaſt! However, as I 
| * was happily unknown to him, the leaſt ſuſpicion 
* on his {ide was altogether impoſſible. He im- 
0 puted, therefore, the eagerneſs with which I gazed 
« on. the jewels, to a very wrong cauſe, and endea- 
* voured to put as much additional ſoftneſs into his 
te countenance as he was able. My fears were a little 
« quieted, and I was reſolved to be very liberal of 
* promiles, and hoped ſo thoroughly to perſuade 
e him of my venality, that he might, without any 
* doubt, be drawn in to wait the captain and crew's 
* return, who would, I was very certain, not only 
«« preſerve me from his violence, but ſecure the re- 
&« ſtoration of what you had been ſo cruelly robbed 
* of. But, alas! I was miſtaken.” Mrs. Heartfree 
again perceiving ſymptoms of the utmoſt diſquie- 
tude in her huſband's countenance, cried out: My 
| « dear, don't you apprehend any harm.—But, to 
| & deliver you as ſoon as poſſible from your anxiety, 
| When he perceived I declined the warmth of 
his addreſſes, he begged me to conſider; he 
* changed at once his voice and features, and, in 
& a very different tone from what he had hitherto 
te affected, he {ſwore I ſhould not deceive him as I 
* bad the captain; that fortune had kindly thrown 
an opportunity in his way, which he was reſolved 
| not tooliſhly to loſe; and concluded with a violent 
. oath, that he was determined to enjoy me that 
« moment; and, therefore, I knew the conſequence 
| « of reſiſtance. He then caught me in his arms, 
and began ſuch rude attempts, that I ſcreamed 
& out with all the force I could, tho? I had ſo little 
& hopes of being reſcued, when there ſuddenly ruſh- 
« ed forth from a thicket, a creature, which, at his 
« firſt appearance, and in the hurry of ſpirits [ then 
&« was, I did not take for a man; but indeed had he 


« been the fierceſt of wild beaſts, I ſhould have re- 
« Joiced 
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joiced at his devouring us both. I ſcarce perceiv- 
ed he had a muſket in his hand, before he ſtruck 
my raviſher ſuch a blow with it, that he felled him- 


at my feet. He then advanced with a gentle air 


towards me, and told me in French, he was ex- 


tremely glad he had been. luckily preſent to my 
aſſiſtance. He was naked, except his middle and- 


his feet, if I can call a body ſo, which was covered 


with hair almoſt equal to any beaſt whatever. In- 


deed, his appearance was ſo horrid in my eyes, that 


the friendſhip he had ſnewn me, as well as his 


courteous behaviour, could not entirely remove 
the dread I had conceived from his figure. I be- 


lieve he ſaw this very viſibly; for he begged me 


not to be frightened, ſince, whatever accident had 


brought me thither, I ſhould. have reaſon to thank 


heaven for meeting him, at whoſe hands I might 


aſſure myſelf of the utmoſt civility and protection. 


In the midſt of all this conſternation, I had ſpirits 
enough to take up the caſket of jewels, which the 
villain, in falling, had dropt out of his hands, and 
conveyed it into my pocket. My deliverer telling 
me, that I ſeemed extremely weak and faint, | 
deſired me to refreſn myſelf at his little hut, 


which, he ſaid, was hard by. If his demeanour 


had been leſs kind and obliging, my deſperate 


ſituation muſt have lent me confidence; for ſure 


the alternative could not be doubtful, — I 


ſhould rather truſt this man, who, ne ind. 


ing his ſavage outſide, expreſſed ſo much devotion 


to ſerve me, which at leaſt J was not certain of 


the falſehood of, or ſhould abide with one whom 


1 ſo perfectly wal knew to be an accompliſhed 


villain. I, therefore, committed myſelf to his 
guidance, though with tears in my eyes, and beg- 
ed him, to have compaſſion on my innocence,, 


which was abſolutely in his power. He ſaid, the 


treatment he had been witneſs of, which, he ſup- 
<« poſed, was from one, who had broken his truſt 
Vo. III. 29 | "y towards 
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towards me, ſufficiently juſtified my ſuſpieion; 
but begged me to dry my eyes, and he would 
ſoon convince me, that I was with a man of diffe- 
rent ſentiments. The kind accents which accom- 
panied theſe words, gave me ſome comfort, which 
was aſſiſted by the repoſſeſſion of our jewels by 
an accident, ſo ſtrongly ſaveuring of the difpoſi- 
tion of providerice in my favour. e 

* Ws left the villain weltering in his blood, tho” 
beginning to recover a little motion, and walked 
together to his hut, or rather cave; for it was un- 
der ground, on the ſide of a hill; the ſituation 


was very pleaſant, and, from its mouth, we over- 


looked a large plain, and the town I had before 
ſeen. As ſoon as I entered it, he deſited me to fit 
down on 4 bench of earth, which ſerved him for 


Chairs, and then laid before me forme fruits, the 


wild product of that country; one or two of which 
had an excellent flavour. He likewiſe produced 
ſome baked fleſh, a little reſembling that of veni- 
ſon. He then brought forth à bottle of brandy, 


which, he ſaid, had remained with him ever ſince 


his ſettling there, now above thirty years; during 
all which time he had never opened it, his only 
Kquor being water; that he had reſerved this 
bottle as a cordial in ſickneſs, but, he thanked 
heaven; he had never yet had occafion for it. He 
then acquainted me, that he was a hermit, that 
he had been formerly caſt away on that coaſt, with 
his wife, whom he dearly loved, but could not 
preſerve from periſhing ; on which account he had 
reſolved never to return to France, which was his 
native country, but to devote himſelf to prayer, 
and a holy Hife, placing all his hopes in the bleſſed 
expectation of meeting that dear woman again in 
heaven, where, he was convinced, ſhe was now 
a faint, and an interteder for him. He faid, he 
had exchanged a watch with the king of that-coun- 
try, whom he deſcribed to be a very juſt and good 

= man, 
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* man, for a gun, ſome powder, ſhot, and ball; 
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with which he ſometimes provided himſelf food, 


but more generally uſed it in defending himſelf 


"_ wild beaſts; fo that his diet was chiefly of 
the vegetable kind. He told me many more cir- 
cumſtances, which I may relate to you hereafter : 
but to be as conciſe as poſlible at preſent, he at 
length greatly comforted me, by promiſing to con- 
duct me to a ſea- port, where I might have an o 
portunity to meet with ſome veſſels trafficking for 
ſlaves; and whence I might once more commit 
myſelf to that element, which, though I had al- 
ready ſuffered fo much on it, I muſt again truſty 
to put me in poſſeſſion of all I loved. - 

* Tre character he gave me of the inhabitants of 


the town we ſaw below us, and of their king, 
made me deſirous of being conducted thither ; 


eſpecially as I very much wiſhed to ſee the captain 


and ſailors, who had behaved very kindly to me, 


and with whom, notwithſtanding all the civil beha- 


viour of the hermit, I was rather eaſier in my 


mind, than alone with this ſingle man; but he 


diſſuaded me greatly from attempting ſuch a walk, 


till I had recruited my ſpirits with reſt, deſiring 
me to repoſe myſelf on his couch or bank, faying, 
that he himſelf would retire without the cave, 
where he would remain as my guard. I accepted 
this kind propoſal; bur it was long before I could 
procure any ſlumber: however, at length, weari- 
neſs prevailed over my fears, and I enjoyed ſeve- 
ral hours ſleep. When I awaked, I found my 
faithful centinel on his poſt, and ready at my ſum- 
mons. This behaviour infuſed ſome confidence 
into me, and I now repeated my requeſt, that he 
would go with me to the town below ; but he an- 
ſwered, It would be better adviſed to take ſome 
repaſt before I undercook the journey, which [ 
ſhould find much longer than it appeared. I con- 
ſented, and he ſet forth a greater variety of fruits 
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than before, of which I eat very plentifully : my 
é collation being ended, I renewed the mention of 
% my walk; but he ſtill perſiſted in diſſuading me, 
ee telling me, that I was not yet ſtrong enough; that 
I could repoſe myſelf no where with greater ſafe- 
te ty, than in his cave; and that, for his part, he 
* could have no greater happineſs than that of at- 
« tending-me, adding, with a ſigh, it was a happi- 
© nels he ſhould envy any other, more than all the 
gifts of fortune. You may imagine, I began now 
te to entertain ſuſpicions ; but he preſently removed 
e all doubt, by throwing himſelf at my feet, and ex- 
preſſing the warmeſt paſſion for me. I ſhould have 
© now ſunk with deſpair, had he not accompanied 


e theſe profeſſions with the molt vehement proteſta. 


«© tions, that he would never offer me any other 
“ force but that of entreaty, and that he would ra- 
& ther die the moſt cruel death by my coldneſs, than 
“gain the higheſt bliſs by becoming the occaſion of 
« a tear of ſorrow to theſe bright eyes, which, he 
* ſaid, were ſtars, under whole benign influence 
* alone, he could enjoy, or indeed ſuffer life.“ She 
was repeating many more compliments he made her, 
when a horrid uproar, which alarmed the whole 
ate, put a ſtop to her narration at preſent. It is 
impoſſible for me to give the reader a better idea of 
the noiſe which now aroſe, than by deſiring him to 
imagine I had the hundred tongues the poet once 
wiſhed for, and was vociferating from them all at 
once, by hollowing, ſcolding, crying, ſwearing, bel- 
lowing, and in ſhort, . by every difterent articulation 
which is within the ſcope of the human organ, 


© H A P. X. 
A Lorrible uproar in the gate. 
| B. UT however great an idea che reader may hence 


conceive of this _ he will think. the oc- 
caſion 
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caſion more than adequate to it, when he is informed, 
that our hero (I bluſh: to name it) had diſcovered 
an injury done to his honour, and that in the ten- 
dereſt point In a word, reader (for thou muſt know 
it, though it give thee the greateſt horror imagina- 
ble) he had caught Fireblood in the arms of his 

lovely Lats . m1 , ! 7 
As the generous bull, who having long depaſtured 
among a number of cows, and thence contracted an 99 
opinion, that theſe cows are all his own property, - | 
if he beholds another bull beſtride a cow within his Wi 
walks, he roars aloud, and threatens inſtant ven- 
geance with his horns, till the whole ' pariſh are 
alarmed with his bellowing : not with lefs noiſe, nor 

\ Jeſs dreadful - menaces did the fury of Wild burſt 
forth, and terrify the whole gate. Long time did 
rage render his voice inarticulate to the hearer; as 
when, at a viſiting day, fifteen or ſixteen, or perhaps 
twice as many females of delicate but ſhrill pipes, 
- ejaculate all at once on different ſubjects, all is ſound 
only, the harmony entirely melodious indeed, but 
conveys no idea to our ears: but at length, when rea- 
ſon began to get the better of his paſſion, which lat- 
ter being deſerted by his breath, began a little to 
retreat, the following accents leapt over the hedge of 
his teeth, or rather the ditch of his gums, whence 
' thoſe hedgeſtakes had long ſince by a patten been 

diſplaced in battle with an amazon of Drury. | 
* «_ Man of honour! doth this become a friend? 
Could I have expected ſuch a breach of all the laws 
of honour from thee, whom I had taught to walk 
« in its paths? Hadſt thou choſen any other way to 
* injure my confidence, I could have forgiven it; 
« but this is a ſtab in the tendereſt part, a wound ne- 
cc ver to be healed, an injury never to be repaired : 
« for it is not only the loſs of an agreeable com- 


* 


* The beginning of this ſpeech is Joſt, + . 
2 3 77 panion, 
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* panion, of the affection of a wife, dearer to my 
“ ſoul than life itſelf, it is not this loſs alone la- 
* ment: This loſs is accompanied with diſgrace, and 
© with diſhonour. The blood of the Wilds, which 
'* hath run with ſuch uninterrupted purity through 
'« ſo many generations, this blood is fouled, is conta- 
% minated: Hence flow my tears, hence ariſes my 
«© grief. This is the injury never to be redreſſed, nor 
e ever to be with honour forgiven.” © My-—in a 
e bandbox,” anſwered Fireblood, „here is a noiſe 
about your honour : If the miſchief done to your 
te 
cc 


* blood be all you complain of, I am ſure you com- 
plain of nothing; for my blood is as. good as 
ours.“ Lou have no conception,” replied Wild, 
& of the tenderneſs of honour ; you know not how 
* nice and delicate it is in both ſexes; fo delicate, 
* that the leaſt breath of air which rudely blows on 
& jt, deſtroys it.” © I will prove from your own 
„ words,” ſays Fireblood, J have not wronged 
„ your honour. Have you not often told me, that 
„ the honour of a man conſiſted in receiving no 
« affront from his own ſex, and that of a woman in 
e receiving no kindneſs from ours. Now, Sir, if I 
. have given you no affront, how have I injured 
e your honour?” © But doth not every Ws. cried 
Wild, of the wife belong to the huſband ? A mar- 
« ried man, therefore, hath his wife's honour as 
« well as his own, and by injuring hers, you injure his. 
« How cruelly you have hurt me in this tender part, I 
© need not repeat; the whole gate knows it, and 
„ the world ſhall. I will apply to Doctors Com- 
c mons for my redreſs againſt her, I will ſhake off as 
much of my diſhonour as I can, by parting with 
„ her; and as for you, expect to hear of me in 
“ Weſtminſter-hall; the modern method of repair- 
* ing theſe breaches, and of reſenting this affront.” 
« D—n your eyes,” cries Fireblood, “ fear you not, 
* nor do I believe a word you ſay.” © Nay, if you 
« affront me perſonally,” ſays Wild, another w 
5 : « 0 
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<« of reſentment is preſcribed.” At which word, 
advancing to Fireblood, he preſented him with a 
box on the ear, which the youth immediately return- 
ed, and pow our hero and his friend fell to boxing, 
though with ſome difficulty, both being-incumbercd 
with the chains which they ware between their legs: 
A few blows paſſed on both ſides, before the gentle- 
man, who ſtood by, ſtept in and parted the comba- 
tants; and now both parties having whiſper d each 
other, that, if they outliyed the enſuing: ſeſſions, 
and eſcaped the tree, the one ſhould give, and the 
other ſhould receive ſatisfaction in ſingle combat, they 
ſeparated, and the gate ſoon recovered its former 
tranquillity. 1 1 

Mas. Heartfree was then deſired by the juſtice 
and her huſband both, to conclude her Rory, which 
ſhe did in the words of the next chapter. 


C HAP. XI. 
"The concluſion of Mrs. Heartfree's adventures. 


4 IL J miſtake not, I was interrupted juſt as I was 
4 beginning to repeat ſome of the compliments 
„% made me by the — Juſt as you had 
fi niſhed them, I believe, madam,” ſaid the juſtice. 
“ Very well, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, * I am ſure I have no 
« pleaſure in the repetition. He concluded then 
& with telling me, though I was, in his eyes, the 
„ moſt charming woman in the world, and might 
« tempt a ſaint to abandon the ways of holineſs, yer 
« my beauty inſpired him with a much tenderer affec- 
« tion towards me, than to purchaſe any ſatisfaction 
< of his own deſires with my miſery ; if therefore 1 
« could beſo cruel to him, to reject his honeſt and 
* ſincere addreſs, nor could ſubmit to a ſolitary life 
„ with one, who would endeavour, by all poſſible 
ce means, to make me happy, I had no force to dread; 
for that I was as much at my liberty as if I was 
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in France, or England, or any other free country. 
I repulſed him with the ſame civility with which 
he advanced; and told him, that as he profeſſed 
great regard to religion, I was convinced he would 
ceaſe from all farther ſolicitation, when I informed 
him, that if I had no other objection, my own 

innocence would not admit of my hearing him 
on this ſubject, for that I was married. 
He ſtarted a little at that word, and was for ſome 
time ſilent; but at length recovering himſelf, he 
began to urge the uncertainty of my huſband's being, 
alive, and the probability of the contrary; he 
then ſpoke of marriage as of a civil policy only ; 
on which head he urged many arguments not worth 
repeating, and was growing ſo very eager and im- 
portunate, that I know not whither his paſſion 
might have hurried him, had not three of the ſat 
lors well armed, appeared at that inſtant in ſight 
of the cave. I no ſooner ſaw them, than, exult- 
ing with the utmoſt inward joy, I told him my 
companions were come for me, and that. I 'muſt 
now take my leave of him; aſſuring him, that I 
would always remember, with the moſt grateful 
acknowledgment, the favours I had received at 
his hands. He fetched a very heavy ſigh, and, 
ſqueezing me tenderly by the hand, he ſaluted 
my hps with a little more eagerneſs than the Euro- 
pean ſalutations admit of; and told me, he ſhould 
likewiſe remember my arrival at his cave to the 
laſt day of his life; adding—; O that he could 
there ſpend the whole in the company of one, 
whoſe bright eyes had kindled; but I know 
you will think, Sir, that we women love to re- 
peat the compliments made us, I will therefore 
omit them. In a word, the ſailors being now ar- 
rived, I quitted him, with ſome compaſſion for 
the reluctance with which he parted from me, and 
went forward with my companions. 85 
« WII had proceeded but a very few paces before 


one of the ſailors ſaid to his comrades: D—n 


«* Mme, 


| radon, 
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me, Jack, who knows whether yon fellow hath 


not ſome good flip in his cave; I innocently an- 


ſwered, the poor wretch had only one bottle of 


brandy.——Hath he ſo, cries the failor; *Fore 


George we will taſte it ;—and, ſo ſaying, they im- 


mediately returned back, 'and myſelf with them. 


We found the man proſtrate on the ground, 


expreſſing all the ſymptoms of miſery and lamen- 
F told him in French (for the ſailors could 

not ſpeak that language) what they wanted He 

pointed to the place where the bottle was depoſited, 


ſaying, they were welcome to that, and whatever 


elſe he had; and added, he cared not if they took 
his life alſo. The failors ſearched the whole cave, 
where finding nothing more which they deemed 


worth their taking, they walked off with the bot- 


tle, and immediately emptying it, without offer- 
ing me a drop, they proceeded with me towards 
the town, | 


'« Ty our way, I obſerved one whiſper another, 


ve 
cc 


while he kept his eye ftedfaſtly fixed on me. This 
gave me ſome uneaſineſs; but the other anſwered 
No, d—n me, the captain will never forgive us: 
Beſides, we have enough of it among the black 
women, and, in my mind, one colour is as good 
as another. This was enough to give me violent 
apprehenſions; but I heard no more of that kind, 
till we came to the town, where, in about fix 
hours, I arrived in ſafety. 


As ſoon as I came to the captain, he enquired 
what was become of my friend, meaning the vil- 


lanous count. When he was informed by me of 
what had happened, he wiſhed me heartily joy of 
my delivery, and, expreſſing the utmoſt abhor- 
rence of ſuch baſeneſs, ſwore, if ever he met him, 
he would cut his throat; but indeed we both con- 
cluded, that he had died of the blow which the : 


hermit had given him. 
4 N 
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* 1 was now introduced to the chief magiſtrate of 
e this country, who was deſirous of ſeeing me, I 
. will give you a ſhort deſcription of him: He was 
* choſen (as is the cuſtom there) for his ſuperior 
« bravery and wiſdom. His power is entirely ab- 
e ſolute during its continuance; but, on the firſt 
deviation from equity and juſtice, he is liable to 

* be depoſed, and puniſhed by the people, the el- 

ders of whom, once a year, aſſemble, to examine 
into his conduct. Beſides the danger which theſe 

„ examinations, which are very ſtrict, expoſe him 
“ft, his office is of ſuch care and trouble, that no- 
* thing but that reſtleſs love of power, ſo predomi- 
* nant in the mind of man, could make it the object 
© of deſire; for he is indeed the only ſlave of all the 
* natives of this country. He is obliged, in time of 
peace, to hear the complaint of every perſon in his 
* dominions, and to render him juſtice. For which 
«© purpoſe every one may demand an audience of him, 
“ unleſs during the hour which he is allowed for din- 
„ ner, When he ſits alone at the table, and is attend- 
« ed, in the moſt public manner, with more than 
“ European ceremony. This is done to create an 
* awe and reſpect towards him in the eye of the 
« vulgar; but, leſt it ſhould elevate him too much 
* m his on opinion, in order to his humiliation, he 
« recewes every evening in private, from a kind of 
6 beagle, a gentle kick on his poſteriors; beſides 
e which, he wears a ring in his noſe, ſomewhat re- 

* ſembling that we ring our pigs with, and a chain 
« round his neck, not unlike that worn by our al- 
„ dermen; both which, I ſuppoſe, to be emblemati- 
cal, hut heard not the reaſons of either aſſigned. 
6 There are many more particularities among theſe 
„people, which, when J have an opportunity, I may 
« relate to you. [The ſecond day after my return 
from count, ane of his officers, whom they call 
«* SCHACH PIMPacn, waited upon me, and, by a 
French interpreter who lives here, informed me, 

„that 
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that the chief magiſtrate liked my perſon, and offer- 
ed me an immenſe preſent, if I would ſuffer him 
to enjoy it (this is, it ſeems, their common form of 
making love). I rejected the preſent, and never 
heard _ further ſolicitation; for, as it is no 
ſhame for women here to conſent at the firſt pro- 
poſal, ſo they never receive a ſecond. 

I nap reſided in this town a week, wha the 
captain informed me, that a. number of ſlaves, 
who had been taken captives in war, were to be 
guarded to the {ea-ſide, where they were to be ſold 
to the merchants, who traded in them to America; 
that if I would embrace this opportunity, I might 
aſſure myſelf of finding a paſſage to America, and 
thence to England; acquainting me at the ſame 
time, that he himſelf intended to go with them. I 
readily agreed to accompany him. The chief, 


< being advertiſed of our deſigns, ſent for us both to 


court, and, without mentioning a word of love to 


me, having preſented me with a very rich jewel, 


of leſs value, he ſaid, than my chaſtity, took a 
very civil leave, recommending me to the care of 


* heaven, and ordering us a large lupply of provi- 


ſions for our journey. 


W were provided with mules for ourſelves, 
and what we carried with us, and, in nine days, 
reached the ſea-ſhore, where we Gone an Engliſh 


veſſel ready to receive both us and the ſlaves. We 
went aboard it, and failed the next day with a fair 
wind for New England, where I hoped to get an 
immediate paſſage to the Old : But providence 
was kinder than my expectation; for the third 
day after we were at ſea, we met an Engliſh Man 
of War homeward bound; the captain of it was a 


very good-natured man, and agreed to take me 


on board. I accordingly took my leave of my 
old friend the maſter of the ſhipwrecked veſſel, 


who went on to New-England, whence he inten i 


ed to pals to Jamaica, where his owners lived. I 
Was 
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<< was now treated with great civility, had a little 
cabin aſſigned me, and dined every day at the 
« captain's table, who was indeed a very gallant 
man, and, at firſt, made me a tender of his affec- 
tions; but, when he found me reſolutely bent to 
«« preſerve myſelf pure and entire for the beſt of huſ- 
bands, he grew cooler in his addreſſes, and ſoon 
«© behaved in a manner very pleaſing to me, regard- 
ing my ſex only ſo far as to pay me a deference, 
« which is very agreeable to us all. 
Jo conclude my ſtory; I met with no advent 
ture in this paſſage at all worth relating, till my 
landing at Graveſend, whence the captain brought 
s me in his own boat to the Tower. In a ſhort hour 
after my arrival we had that meeting, which, 
% however dreadful at firſt, will, I now hope, by 
.* the good offices of the beſt of men, whom heaven 
for ever bleſs, end in our perfect happineſs, and be 
© a ſtrong inſtance of what I am perſuaded is the 
„ ſureſt truth, THAT PrRoviDenNcE WILL, SOONER 
d OR LATER, PROCURE THE FELICITY OF THE 
© 'VIRTUOQUS AND INNOCENT.” - 

Mas. Heartfree thus ended her ſpeech, having be- 
fore delivered to her huſband the jewels, which the 
count had robbed him of, and that preſented her by 
the African chief, which laſt was of immenſe value. 
The good magiſtrate was ſenſibly touched at her nar- 
rative, as well on the conſideration of the ſufferings 
the had herſelf undergone, as for thoſe of her huſband, 
which he had himſelf been innocently the inſtrument 
of bringing upon him. That worthy man, however, 
much rejoiced in what he had already done for his : 
preſervation, and promiſed to labour with his ut- 
molt intereſt and induſtry, to procure the abſolute 
pardon, rather of his ſentence, than of his guilt, 
which, he now plainly diſcovered, was a barbarous 


and falſe imputation. 
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c HAP. XII. 


The hiſtory returns to the contemplation of GRE aTNEsS. 


B 


UT we have already perhaps detained our rea- 
der too long in this relation, from the confide- 
ration of our hero, who daily gave the moſt exalted 
_ proofs of greatneſs, in cajoling the Prigs, and in ex- 
actions on the debtors; which latter now grew fo 
great, i. e. corrupted in their morals, that they ſpoke 
with the utmoſt contempt of what the vulgar call 
Honeſty, The greateſt character among them was 
that of a Pickpocket, or, in truer language, a File; 
and the only cenſure was want of dexterity. As to 
virtue, goodneſs, and ſuch like, they were the ob- 
jets of mirth and deriſion, and all Newgate was a 
complete collection of Prigs, every man being de- 
ſirous to pick his neighbour's pocket, and every 
one was as ſenſible that his neighbour was as ready to 
pick his; ſo that (which is almoſt incredible) as great 
roguery was daily committed within the walls of 
Newgate as without. 0 
Tax glory reſulting from theſe actions of Wild 
probably animated the envy of his enemies againſt 
him. The day of his trial now approached; for 
which, as Socrates did, he prepared himſelf; but 
not weakly and fooliſhly, like that philoſopher, with 
patience and reſignation ; but with a good number 
of falſe witneſſes. However, as ſucceſs is not al- 
ways proportioned to the wiſdom of him who endea- 
vours to attain it; ſo are we more ſorry than aſhamed 
to relate, that our hero was, notwithſtanding his ut- 
moſt caution and prudence, convicted, and ſentenced 
to a death, which, when we conſider not only the 
great men who have ſuffered it, but the much larger 
number of thoſe, whoſe higheſt honour it hath been 


to merit it, we cannot call otherwiſe than Honour- 


[. 
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| 
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able. Indeed thoſe, who have unluckily miſſed it, 
ſeem all their days to have laboured in vain to attain 
an end, which Fortune, for reaſons only known to 
herſelf, hath thought proper to deny them. With- 
out any farther preface then, our hero was ſentenced 


to be hanged by the neck: But whatever was to be 
now his fate, he might conſole ce that he had 


| 1 what 


ec Judicis ira, nec Jomis, 
Nec Poterit ferrum, nec edax abolere vetuſtas. 


For my own part, I confeſs, I look on this death of 


Hanging to be as proper for a Hero as any other ; 


and I ſolemnly declare, that had Alexander the Great 
been hanged, it would not in the leaſt have dimi- 
miſhed my reſpect to his memory. Provided a hero 
in his life doth but execute a ſufficient quantity of 
miſchief; provided he be but well and heartily cur- 
ſed by the widow, the orphan, the poor, and the op- 
Preſſed (the ſole rewards, as many authors have bit- 
terly lamented both in proſe and verſe, of greatneſs, 
i. e. Priggiſm) I think it avails little of what nature 
his ab be, whether it be by the axe, the halter, or 
the ſword. Such names will be always ſure of oo 


to poſterity, and of enjoying that fame which they ſo 


glorioufly and eagerly coveted ; for, A to a 
GreaT Dramatic Poet, 


Fame 

N of more ſurvives from good than evil deeds. 
Th afpiring youth that fr d th Epheſian dome, 
Ontlives in fame the pions fool who rais'd it. 


Ovx hero now ſuſpected that the malice of his 
enemies would overpower him. He, therefore, be- 
wok himſelf to that true ſupport of greatneſs in 
affliction, a bottle; by means of which he was en- 
abled to curſe, and ſwear, and bully, and es his 

Ade. 
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fate. Other comfort indeed he had not much; for 
not 4 ſingle friend ever came near him. His wife, 
whole trial was deferred to the next ſeſſions, viſited 
him but once, when ſhe plagued, tormented, and 
upbraided him ſo cruelly, that he forbad the keeper 
ever to admit her again. The Ordinary of New- 
gate had frequent conferences with him, and greatly 
would it embelliſh our hiſtory, could we record all 
which that good man delivered on theſe occafions ; 
but unhappily we could procure only the ſubſtance 
of a fingle conference, which was taken down in 
ſhort hand by one who overheard it. We ſhall 
tranſcribe it, therefore, exactly in the ſame form and 
words we received it; nor can we help regarding 
it as one of the moſt curious pieces, which either 
ancient or modern hiſtory hath recorded. 


CHAP. XIII. 


A dialogue between the Ordinary of Newgate, and 
Mr. Jonathan Wild the Great: in which the ſub- 
Jets of death, immortality, and other grave matters, 
are very learnedly handled by the former. 


ORDINARY. 


L OO D morrow to you, Sir; I hope you reſted 


well laſt night. | | 
JoxnaTnan. D-—n'd ill, Sir. I dreamt fo con- 

foutidedly of hanging, that it diſturbed my fleep. 
OgDbI NAR. Fie upon it. You ſhould be more 
reſigned. I wiſh you would make a little bettef uſe 
of thoſe inſtructions which I have endeavoured to 
inculcate into you, and particularly laſt Sunday, and 
from theſe words: Thoſe who do evil ſhall go into 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. I 
undertouk to ſhew you, firſt, what is meant by 
EVERLASTING FIRE; and, fecondly, who were THE 
DEVIL AND His ANGELS. I then proceeded to ro 
1 ome 
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ſome inferences from the whole *; in which I am 
mightily deceived, if I did not convince you, that 
you yourſelf was one of thoſe anceLs; and, conſe- 


quently, muſt expect EVERLASTING FIRE to 'be your 


portion in the other world. 

Joxarnax. Faith, Doctor, 1 remember very 
little of your inferences ; for I fell aſleep ſoon, after 
your naming your text: But did you preach this 
doctrine then, or do you 0 it now, in order to 


comfort me? 


Ox DIxARv. I do it, in order to bring you to a 


true ſenſe of your manifold ſins, and, by that means, 


to induce you to repentance. Indeed, had I the elo- 
quence of Cicero, or of Tully, it would not be ſuffi- 
cient to deſcribe the pains of hell, or the joys of hea- 
ven. The utmoſt that we are taught 1s, that ear hath 
not beard, nor can heart conceive. Who then would, 
for the pitiful conſideration of the riches and pleaſures 
of this world, forfeit ſuch ineſtimable happineſs ! 
Such joys! Such pleaſures ! Such delights! Or who 
would run the venture of ſuch miſery, which, but 
to think on, ſhocks the human underſtanding! Who, 
in his ſenſes, then, would prefer the latter to the for- 
mer ? | 

Joxarhax. Ay, who indeed! I aſſure you, | 
Doctor, I had much rather be happy than miſerable. 
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 JonaTHAN. You * * * to frighten me out of 
my wits: But the good ““ is, I doubt not, more 
merciful than his wicked * * If I ſhould believe all 
you ſay, Iam ſure I ſhould die in inexpreſſible horror. 

Ozpixnary. Deſpair is ſinful. You ſhould place 
your hopes in repentance and grace; and though it 
is moſt true, that you are in danger of the judg- 
ment; yet there is ſtill room for mercy, and no 
man, unleſs excommunicated, is abſolutely without 
hopes of a reprieve. 

JoxnaTaHan. I am not without hopes of a reprieve 
from the cheat yet: I have pretty good intereſt; but 
if I cannot obtain it, you ſhall nor trighten me our of 
my courage. I will not die like a pimp. D—n me, 
what is death? It is nothing but to be with Platos 


and with Cæſars, —as the poet ſays, and all the other 


great heroes of antiquity, p 2 TOME. 
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Ox DIxARVY. Ay, all this is very true; but life 
is ſweet for all that, and I had rather live to eter- 
nity, than go into the company of any ſuch heathens, 
who are, I doubt not, in hell with the devil and 
his angels; and, as little as you ſeem to apprehend 
it, you may find yourſelf there before you expect it. 
Where then will be your tauntings and your vaunt- 
_ Ings, your boaftings and your braggings? You will 
then be ready to give more for a drop of water than 
you ever gave for a bottle of wine. 

JoxArhax. Faith, Doctor, well minded. What 
ſay you to a bottle of wine ? 

OrDINARY. I will drink no wine with an atheiſt, 
I ſhould expect the devil to make a third in ſuch 
company for, ſince he knows you are his, he may 
be impatient to have his due. 

JonaTaan. It is your buſineſs to drink with the 
wicked, in order to amend them. 

. Oxpinaxy. I deſpair of it; and ſo I conſign you 
over to the devil, who is ready to receive you. 

JonaTHan. You are more unmerciful to me than 
the judge, Doctor. He recommended my ſoul to 
heaven; and it is your office to ſhew me the way 
thither. 

Ox Db NAR VY. No: The gates are barred againſt 
all revilers of the clergy. 

JownaTnaan. I revile only the wicked ones, if any 
ſuch are, which cannot affect you, who, if men were 
preferred in the church by merit only, would have 
long ſince been a biſpop. Indeed, it might raiſe 
any good man's indignation to obſerve one of your 
vaſt learning and abilities obliged to exert them in 
{ſo low a ſphere, when ſo many ot your inferiors wal- 
low i in wealth and preferment. 

 Oxpinary, Why, it mult be confeſſed, that 
here are bad men in all orders; but you ar pe 

c:nſure 
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cenſure too generally. I muſt own, I might have 
expected higher promotion; but I have learnt pa- 
tience and reſignation; and I would adviſe you to 
the ſame temper of mind: which if you can attain, 1 
know you will find mercy; nay, I do now promiſe 
you, you will. It is true, you are a ſinner; but 
your crimes are not of the blackeſt dye: You are 
no murderer, nor guilty of ſacrilege. And if you 
are guilty of theft, you make ſome atonement by 
ſuffering for it, which many others do not. Happy 
is it indeed for thoſe few who are detected in their 
ſins, and brought to exemplary puniſhment for them 
in this world. Sofar, therefore, from repining at your 
fate when you come to the tree, you ſhould exult 
and rejoice in it; and, to ſay the truth, I queſtion 
Whether, to a wh man, the cataſtrophe of many of 
thoſe who die by a halter, is not more to be envied 
than pitied, Nothing is ſo ſinful as fin, and murder 
is the greateſt of all fins; it follows, that whoever 
commits murder is happy in ſuffering for it; if there- 
fore a man who commits murder is ſo happy in dying 
for it, how much better muſt it be for you, who 
have committed a leſs crime. 

 JonaTaan. All this is very true; but let us take 
a bottle of wine to cheer our ſpirits. 

OrDpinary. Why wine? Let me tell you, Mr. 
Wild, there is nothing ſo deceitful as the ſpirits given 
us by wine. If you muſt drink, let us have a bowl 
of punch; a liquor I the rather prefer, as it is no 
where ſpoken againſt in ſcripture, and as it is more 
wholeſome for the gravel, a diſtemper with which I 

am grievouſly afflicted. 
Jon aArhax. (Having called for a bowl.) 1 aſl 
your pardon, Doctor; I ſhould have remembered, 
that punch was your favourite liquor. I think you 
never taſte wine while there is any punch remaining 
on the cable. 

Ox DIN ART. I confeſs, I look on punch to be 
the more eligible liquor, as well for the reaſons I 
have before mentioned, as like wiſe for one other 

KY caule, 
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cauſe, viz. it is the propereſt for a DR Auoh T. I 
own I took it a little unkind of you to mention wine, 
thinking you knew my palate. 

JonaTHan. You are in the right; and I will take 
a ſwinging cup to your being made a biſhop. 
OnbixART. And I will wifh you a reprieve in 
as large a draught. Come, don't deſpair: It is yet 
time enough to think of dying, you have good 
friends, who very probably may prevail for you. I 
have known many a man reprieved, who had leſs 
teaſon to expect it. 

JoxvATHAN. But, if I ſhould flatter myfelf with 
fuch hopes, and be deceived, what then would be- 
come of my ſoul? 
' Orpinary. Pugh! Never mind your ſoul, leave 
that to me; I will render a good account of it, I 
warrant you. I have a ſermon in my pocket, which 
may be of ſame uſe to you to hear. I do not value 
myſelf on the talent of preaching, ſince no man ought 
to value himſelf for any gift in this world: — But, 
perhaps, there are not many ſuch ſermons. — But 
to proceed, ſince we have nothing elſe to do till the 
punch comes. My text is the latter FO” of a verſe. 


only. 


To the Greeks F00LISHNESS. 

Tux occation of theſe words was principally that 
philoſophy of the Greeks which at that time had 
overrun great part of the heathen world, had poi- 
foned, and as it were puffed up their minds with 
pride, ſo that they diſregarded all kinds of doctrine 
m compariſon of their own ; and however ſafe, and 
however found the learning of others might be, yet, 
if it any wile contradicted their own laws, cuſtoms, 
and received opinions, away with it, it is not for us. 
It was to the Greeks FooLisHness. 

In the former part, therefore, of my diſcourſe on 
theſe words, I ſhall principally confine myſelf to the 
laying open and demonſtrating the great emptineſs 
and vanity of this philoſophy, with which theſe idle 
and abſurd ſophiſts were fo proudly blown up and 
elevated : Ax p 
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AnD here I ſhall do two things: Firſt, I ſhall ex- 
ole the matter; and ſecondly, the manner of this 


abſurd philoſophy. 26739: e588 
Anv firſt, for the firſt of theſe, namely the matter. 


Nov here we may retort the unmannerly word, which 


our adverſaries have audaciouſly thrown in our faces; 
for what was all this mighty matter of philoſophy, this 
heap of knowledge, which was to bring ſuch large 
harveſts of honour to thoſe who ſowed ir, and ſo great- 
ly and nobly to enrich the ground on which it fell ; 
what was it, but FooLisHNess? An inconſiſtent heap 
of nonſenſe; of abſurdities and contradictions, bring- 
ing no ornament to the mind in its theory, nor exhi- 
biting any uſefulneſs to the body in its practice. What 
were all the ſermons and the ſayings, the fables and the 
morals of all theſe wiſe men, but, to uſe the word 
mentioned in my text once more, Fool isn N ESG? What 
was their great maſter Plato, or their other great light 
Ariſtotle? Both fools, mere quibblers and ſophiſts, 
idly and vainly attached to certain ridiculous notions 
of their own, founded neither on truth nor on reaſon. 
Their whole works are a {ſtrange medley of the greateſt 
falſehoods, ſcarce covered over with the colour of 
truth: Their precepts are neither borrowed from na- 
ture, nor guided by reaſon: Mere fictions, only to 
evince the dreadful height of human pride; in one 
word, Fool isHN ESS. It may be, perhaps, expected 
of me, that I ſhould give ſome inſtances from their 
works to prove this charge; but as to tranſcribe 
every paſſage to my purpole, would be to tranſcribe 
their whole works, and as in ſuch a plentiful crop, 
it is difficult to chuſe; inſtead of treſpaſſing on your 
patience, I ſhall conclude this firſt head with aſſerting 
what I have ſo fully proved, and what may indeed 
be inferred from the text, that the philoſophy of the 
Greeks was Fool IisHNESss. 
Proceed we now in the ſecond place, to conſider 
the manner in which this inane and ſimple doctrine 
was propagated. And here——But here, the punch 
by entering waked Mr. Wild who was faſt aſleep, and 
F912 ; Rr 3 ==. 
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put an end to the ſermon z nor could we obtain any 
further account of the converſation which pallcd at 


this 1 Interview. 


CHAP. XIV. 
Wild proceeds to the higheſt in fittination of Hamas 


GREATNESS, 


Tr E day now drew nigh, when our great man 

was to exemplify the laſt and nobleſt act of 
greatneſs, by which any hero can fignalize himſelf. 
T his was the day of execution, or conſummation, 
or apotheoſis (for it is called by different names) 
which was to give our hero an opportunity of facing 
death and damnation, without any fear in his heart, 
or, at leaſt, without betraying any ſymptoms of it in 
his countenance. A completion of greatneſs which 
is heartily to be wiſhed to every great man; nothing 
being more worthy of lamentation than when Pi 
tune, like a lazy poet, winds up her cataſtrophe 
aukwardly, and beſtowing too little care on her'fifth 
act, diſmiſſes the hero with a ſneaking and private 
exit, who had in the former part of the drama per- 
formed ſuch notable exploits, as muſt promiſe to 
every good judge among the ſpeRators, a noble, 
public, and exalted end. 

Bur ſhe was reſolved to commit no ſuch error in 
this inſtance. Our hero was too much and too de- 
fervedly her favourite, to be neglected by her in his 
laſt moments: Accordingly all efforts for a reptieve 
were vain, and the name 5: Wild ſtood at the head of 
thoſe who were ordered for execution, 

From the time he gave over all hopes of life, his 
conduct was truly great and admirable. Inſtead of 
{ſhewing any marks of dejection or contrition, he ra- 
ther infuſed more confidence and aſſurance into his 
looks, He ſpent moſt of his hours in drinking with 
his friends, and with the good man above comme- 


ed: In mer theſe COPY being/aſked, 
whether 
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whether he was afraid to die, he anſwered, D-—n 
me, it is only a dance without muſic. Another time, 
when one expreſſed ſome ſorrow for his misfortune, 
as he termed it, he ſaid with great fierceneſs, A man 
can die but once. Again, when one of his intimate 
acquaintance hinted his hopes, that he would die like 
a man. He cocked his hat in defiance, and cried 
out greatly, Zounds! who's afraid? | 

Happy would it have been for poſterity, could 
we have retrieved any entire converſation which 
paſſed at this ſeaſon, eſpecially between our hero and 
his learned comforter ; but we have ſearched many 
paſteboard records in vain. | 

On the eve of his apotheofis, Wild's lady deſired 
to ſee him, to which he conſented. This meeting 
was at firſt very tender on both ſides : but it could 
not continue fo; for unluckily fome hints of former 
miſcarriages intervening, as particularly when ſhe 
aſked him, how he could have uſed her ſo barbarouſly 
once, as calling her B ; and whether ſuch lan- 
guage became a man, much leſs a gentleman, Wild 
flew into a violent paſſion, and ſwore ſhe was the vileft 
of B s, to upbraid him at ſuch a ſeaſon with an 
unguarded word ſpoke long ago. She replied, with 
many tears, ſhe was well enough ſerved for her folly 
in viſiting ſuch a brute; but the had one comfort 
however, that it would be the laſt time he could ever 
treat her fo; that indeed ſhe had ſome obligation to 
him, for that his cruelty to her would reconcile her 
to the fate he was to-morrow to ſuffer; and indeed, 
nothing but ſuch brutality could have made the con- 
ſideration of his ſhameful death (fo this weak woman 
called hanging) which was now inevitable, to be 
borne even without madneſs. She then proceeded 
to a recapitulation of his faults in an exacter order 
and with more perfect memory than one would have 
imagined her capable of; and it is probable, would 
have rehearſed a complete catalogue, had not our 
hero's patience failed him, ſo that with the utmoſt 
fury and violence he caught her by the hair and 
KT4 kicked 
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kicked her as heartily as his chains would ſuffer him, 
out of the room. 

Arx length the morning came, which fortune at 
his birth had reſolutely ordained for the conſum- 
mation of our hero's GREATNESS: He had himſelf 
indeed modeſtly declined the public honours ſhe 
intended him, and had taken a quantity of lauda- 
num, in order to retire quietly off the ſtage; but 
we have already obſerved in the courſe of our won- 
dertul hiſtory, that to ſtruggle againſt this lady's 
decrees is vain and impotent: And whether ſhe hath 
determined you ſhall be hanged or be a prime mini- 
ſter, it is in either caſe loſt labour to reſiſt. Lauda- 
num, therefore, being unable to ſtop the breath of 
our hero, which the fruit of hemp-ſeed, and not the 
ſpirit of poppy-ſeed, was to overcome, he was at the 
uſual hour attended by the proper gentlemen ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, and acquainted that the 
cart was ready. On this occaſion he exerted that 
greatneſs of courage, which hath been ſo much ce- 
lebrated in other heroes; and knowing it was im- 
poſſible to reſiſt, he gravely declared, he would at- 
tend them. He then deſcended to that room where 
the fetters of great men are knocked off, in a moſt 
ſolemn and ceremonious manner. Then ſhaking 
hands with his friends (to wit, thoſe who were con- 
ducting him to the tree) and drinking their healths 
in a bumper of brandy, he aſcended the cart, where 
he was no ſooner ſeated, than he received the accla- 
mations of the multitude, who were highly raviſned 
with his GREATNESS. 

Taz cart now moved flowly on, being preceded 
by a troop of horſe-guards bearing javelins in their 
hands, through ſtreets lined with crowds all admi- 
ring the great behaviour of our hero, who rode on 
ſometimes ſighing, ſometimes ſwearing, ſometimes 
ſinging or whiſtling, as his humour varied, 

Wren he came to the tree of glory, he was wel- 
comed with an univerſal ſhout of the people, who 


were there aſſembled in N numbers, to be- 
f | hold 


The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 675 


hold a fight much more rare in populous cities than 
one would reaſonably imagine it ſhould be, viz. the 
proper cataſtrophe of a great man. 

Bur tho' envy was, through fear, obliged to join 
the general voice in applauſe on this occaſion, there 
were not wanting ſome who maligned this comple- 
tion of glory, which was now about to be fulfilled to 
our hero, and endeavoured to prevent it by knocking 
him on the head as he ſtood under the tree, while 
the ordinary was performing his laſt office. They 
therefore began to batter the cart with ſtones, brick- 
bats, dirt, and all manner of miſchievous weapons, 
ſome of which erroneouſly playing on the robes of 
the eccleſiaſtic, made him fo expeditious in his repe- 
tition, that with wonderful alacrity he had ended al- 
moſt in an inſtant, and conveyed himſelf into a 
place of ſafety in a hackney coach, where he waited 
the concluſion with the temper of mind deſcribed in 
theſe verſes, | a 

Suave mari magno, turbantibus æquora ventis, 

E terra alterius magnum ſpectare laborem. 

Wx muſt not, however, omit one circumſtance, as 
it ſerves to ſhew the moſt admirable conſervation of 
character in our hero to his laſt moment, which was, 
that whilſt the ordinary was buſy in his ejaculations, 
Wild, in the midſt of the ſhower of ſtones, &c. which 
played upon him, applied his hands to the parſon's 
pocket,” and emptied it of his bottle-ſcrew, which 
he carried out of the world in his hand. | 
Tx ordinary being now deſcended from the cart, 
Wild had juſt opportunity to caſt his eyes around 
the crowd, and to give them a hearty curſe, when 
immediately the horſes moved on, and with univer- 
ſal applauſe our hero ſwung out of this world. 

Tus fell Jonathan Wild the GREAT, by a death 
as glorious as his life had been, and which was ſo 
truly agreeable to it, that the latter muſt have been 
deplorably maimed and imperfect without the for- 
mer; a death which hath been alone wanting to 


complete the characters of ſeveral ancient and mo- 
1 | 2 dern 
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dern heroes, whoſe hiſtories would then have been 
read with much greater pleaſure by the wiſeſt in all 
ages. Indeed we could almoſt with, that whenever 
Fortune ſeems wantonly to deviate from her purpoſe, 
and leaves her work imperfect in this particular, the 
hiſtorian would indulge himſelf in the licence of 
poetry and romance, and even do a violence to truth, 
to oblige his reader with a page, which mult be the 
moſt delightful in all his hiſtory, and which could 
never fail of producing an inſtructive moral. 
Narrow minds may poſſibly have ſome reafon to 
be aſhamed of going this way out of the world, if their 
conſciences can fly in their faces, and aſſure them they 
have not merited ſuch an honour; but he muſt be a 
fool who is aſhamed of being hanged, who is not 
weak enough to be aſhamed of having deſerved it. 


CHAP. XV. 


The character of our hero, and the concluſion of this 
Biſtory. 


WE will now endeavour to draw the character 
of this Great Man, and by bringing together 
thoſe ſeveral features as it were of his mind, which 
he fcattered up and down in this hiſtory, to preſent 
our readers with a perfect picture of greatneſs. 
JoNATHAN Wilp had every qualification neceſ- 
fary to form a great man. As his moſt powerful 
and predominant paſſion was ambition, ſo nature had, 
with conſummate propriety, adapted all his faculties 
to the attaining thoſe glorious ends to which this paſ- 
fion directed him. He was extremely 1 ingenious in 
inventing deſigns; artful in contriving the means to 
accompliſh his purpoſes, and reſolute in executing 
them: For as the moſt exquiſite cunning, and molt 
undaunted boldneſs qualified him for any undertak- 
ing, ſo was he not reſtrained by any of thoſe weak- 
neſſes which diſappoint the views of mean and vulgar 
ſouls, 
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fouls, and which are comprehended in one general 
term of honefty, which is a corruption of onosty, 
2 word derived from what the Greeks call an Aſs. 
He was entirely free from thoſe low vices of modeſty 
and good-nature, which, as he faid, implied a total 
negation of human greatneſs, and were the only qua- 
lities which abſolutely rendered a man incapable of 
making a conſiderable figure in the world. His 
luſt was inferior only to his ambition ; but, as for 
what ſimple people call love, he knew not what it was. 
His avarice was immenſe; but it was of the rapa- 
cious, not of the tenacious kind; his rapaciouſneſs 
was indeed ſo violent, that nothing ever contented 
him but the whole; for, however conſiderable the 
ſhare was, which his coadjutors allowed him of a 
booty, he was reſtleſs in inventing means to make 
himſelf maſter of the ſmalleſt pittance reſerved by 
them. He ſaid, laws were made for the uſe of Prigs 
only, and to ſecure their property; they were never 
therefore more perverted, than when their edge was 
turned againſt theſe ; but that this generally happen- 
ed through their want of ſufficient dexterity. The 
character which he moſt valued himſelf upon, and 
which he principally honoured in others, was that 
of hypocriſy. His opinion was, that no one could 
carry Priggiſm very far without it; for which rea- 
fon, he ſaid, there was little greatneſs to be expected 
in a man who acknowledged his vices; but always 
much to be hoped from him, who profeſſed great 
virtues; wherefore, though he would always ſhun 
the perſon whom he diſcovered guilty of a good ac- 
tion, yet he was never deterred by a good character, 
which was more commonly the effect of profeſſion 
than of action: For which reaſon, he himſelf was al- 
ways very liberal of honeft profeſſions, and had as 
much virtue and goodneſs in his mouth as a faint; 
never in 'the leaft ſcrupling to ſwear by his honour, 
even to thoſe who knew him the beſt; nay, tho® he 
held good- nature and modeſty in the higheſt con- 
tempt, he conſtantly practiſed the affectation of ou 
— #4 4 | ; an 
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and recommended this to others, whoſe welfare, on 
his own account, he wiſhed well to. He laid down 
ſeveral maxims, as the certain methods of attaining 

atneſs, to which, in his own Purſuit of it, he con» 
ſtantly adhered. Bo. -. 

1. Never to do more miſchief to another, than 
was neceſſary to the effecting his purpoſe; for 
that miſchief was too precious a thing to be 
thrown away. 

2. Toknownodiſtin&tion of menfrom affection 18 
to ſacrifice all with equal readineſs to his intereſt. 

3. NxvxR to communicate more of an affair than 
was neceſſary, to the perſon who was to execute it. 

4. Nor to truſt him who hath deceived you, nor 
who knows he hath been deceived by you. 

5. To forgive no enemy; but to be cautious and | 
often dilatory in revenge. 

6. To ſhun poverty and diſtreſs, and to ally him- 

| {elf as clole as poſſible to power and riches. 

7. To maintain a conſtant gravity in his counte- 
nance and behaviour, and to affect wiſdom on 
all occaſions. 

8. To foment eternal jealouſies in his gang, one 
of another. | 

9. NEveER to reward any one equal to his merit; 
but always to inſinuate, that the reward was 
above it. 

10. THarT all men were Cl or fools, and 
much the greater number a compoſition of both. 

11. THAT a good name, like money, muſt be 
parted with, or at leaſt greatly riſqued, in order 
to bring the owner any advantage. 

12. Tha virtues, like precious ſtones, were ea- 
ſily counterfeited; that the counterfeits in both 
caſes adorned the wearer equally, and that very 
few had knowledge or diſcernment ſufficient to 
diſtinguiſh the counterfeit jewel from the real. 

13. THAT many men were undone by not going 
deep enough in roguery; as in gaming any man 
may be a loſer who doth not play the whole game. 

14. THAT 


The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD: 62 f 


14. Thar men proclaim their own virtues, as 
| ſhopkeepers expoſe their goods, in order to pro- 
fit by them. 12 5 
15. THAT the heart was the proper feat of hatred, 
and the countenance of affection and friendſhip. 
He had many more of the ſame kind, all equally 
ood with theſe, and which were after his deceaſe 
Wund in his ſtudy, as the twelve excellent and cele- 
brated rules were in that of king Charles the firſt; 
for he never promulgated them in his lifetime, not 
having them conſtantly in his mouth, as ſome grave 
perſons have the rules of virtue and morality, with- 
out paying the leaſt regard to them in their actions: 
whereas our hero, by a conſtant and ſteady adherence 
to his rules in conforming every thing he did to them, 
acquired at length a ſettled habit of walking by them, 
till at laſt he was in no danger of inadvertently going 
out of the way; and by theſe means he arrived at 
that degree of greatneſs, which few have equalled; 
none, we may ſay, have exceeded: For, tho' it muſt 
be allowed that there have been ſome few heroes, 
who have done greater miſchiefs ro mankind, ſuch as 
thoſe who have betrayed the liberty of their country 
to others, or have undermined and overpowered it 
themſelves; or conquerors who have impoveriſhed, 
pillaged, ſacked, burnt, and deſtroyed the countries 
and cities of their fellow-creatures, for no other 
provocation than that of glory; i. e. as the tragic 
poet calls it, | 5 
— a privilege to kill, 
A frong temptation to do bravely ill. 
yet, if we conſider it in the light wherein actions are 
placed in this line, x 
| Letius eſt, quoties magno tibi conſtat honeſtum, 
when we ſee our hero, without the leaſt aſſiſtance or 
pretence, ſetting himſelf at the head of a gang, which 
he had not any ſhadow of right to govern; if we 
view him maintaining abſolute power, and exerciſing 
tyranny over a lawleſs crew, contrary to all law, but 
that of his own will; if we conſider him ſetting up 
5 | an 
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an open trade publicly, in defiance, not only of 
the laws of his country, but of the common ſenſe of 
his countrymen; if we ſee him firſt contriving the 
robbery of others, and again the defrauding the 
very robbers of that A which they had e ber 
their necks to acquire, and which without any hazard 
they might have retained: Here ſure he muſt appear 
admirable, and we may challenge not only the truth 
of hiſtory, but almoſt the latitude of fiction to equal 
his glory. 

Nos had he any af thoſe flaws in his character, 
which, though he have been commended by weak 
writers, have (as I hinted in the beginning of this 
hiſtory) by the judicious reader been cenſured and 
deſpiſed. Such was the clemency of Alexander and 
. Cxiar, which nature hath as groſsly erred in giving 
them, as a painter would, who ſhould dreſs a pea- 
ſant in robes of ſtate, or give the noſe, or any other 
feature of a Venus, to a ſatyr. What had the de- 
ſtroyers of mankind, that glorious pair, one of whom 
came into the world to uſurp the dominion, and abo- 
liſh the conſtitution of his own country; the other 
to conquer, enſlave, and rule over the whole world, 
at leaſt as much as was well known to him, and the 
ſhortneſs of his life would give him leave to viſit; 
what had, I ſay, ſuch as theſe to do with clemency : 
Wha cannot ſee the abſurdity and contradiction of 
mixing ſuch an ingredient with thoſe noble and 

reat qualities I have before mentioned. Now in 
Wild, every thing was truly great, almoſt without 
alloy, as his imperfections (for ſurely ſame ſmall 
ones he had) were only ſuch as ſerved to denominate 
him a human creature, of which kind none ever ar- 
rived at conſummate excellence : .but ſurely his 
whole behaviour to his friend Heartfree is a convinc- 
ing proof, that the true iron or ſteel greatneſs of 
his heart was not debaſed by any ſofter metal. In- 
deed, while greatneſs conſiſts in power, pride, inſo- 
lence, and doing miſchief to mankind ; to ſpeak 


out—while a great man and a great rogue are ſynony- 
mous 
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mous terms, ſo long ſhall Wild ſtand unrivalled on 
the pinacle of GR EATNESS. Nor muſt we omit here, 
as he finiſhing of his character, what indeed ought 
to be remembered on his tomb or his ſtatue, the con- 
formity above mentioned of his death to his life; and 
that Jonathan Wild the Great, after all his mighty 
exploits, was, what ſo few GREAT men can accom- 
pliſh—hanged by the neck till he was dead, 

Havins thus brought our hero to his conclufion, 

it may be ſatisfactory to ſome readers (for many, I 
doubt not, carry their concern no farther than his 
fate) to know what became of Heartfree. We ſhall 
_ acquaint them, therefore, that his ſufferings were 
now at an end; that the good magiſtrate eaſily pre- 
vailed for his pardon, nor was contented till he had 
made him all the reparation he could for his troubles, 
tho' the ſhare he had in bringing theſe upon him, was 
not only innocent, but, from its motive, laudable. 
He procured the reſtoration of the jewels from the 
man of war, at her return to England, and, above 
all, omitted no labour to reſtore Hearttree to his re- 
putation, and to perſuade his neighbours, acquaint- 
ance, and cuſtomers of his innocence. When the 
commiſſion of bankruptcy was ſatisfied, Heartfree 
| had a conſiderable ſum remaining; for the diamond 
preſented to his wife was of prodigious value, and 
infinitely recompenſed the loſs of thoſe jewels which 
Miſs Straddle had diſpoſed of. He now ſet up again 
in his trade; compaſſion for his unmerited misfor- 
tunes brought him many cuſtomers among thoſe who 
had any regard to humanity ; and he hath, by in- 
duſtry joined with parſimony, amaſſed a conſiders 
able fortune. His wife and he are now grown old 
in the pureſt love and friendſhip; but never had 
another child. Friendly married his elder daughter 
at the age of nineteen, and became his partner in 
trade. As to the younger, ſne never would liſten to 
the addreſſes of any lover, nor even of a young noble- 
man, who offered to take her with two thouſand 
pounds, which her father would have willingly pro- 
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duced, and indeed did his utmoſt to perſuade her 
to the match: But ſhe refuſed abſolutely, nor would 
give any other reaſon when Heartfree preſſed her, 
than that ſhe had dedicated her days to his ſervice, 
and was reſolved, no other duty ſhould interfere 
with that which ſhe owed the beſt of fathers, nor pre- 
vent her from being the nurſe of his old age. 
Thus Heartfree, his wife, his two daughters, his 
| ſon- in- law, and his grandchildren, of which he hath 
| | ſeveral, live all together in one houſe; and that with 
| fuch amity and affection towards each other, that they 
are in the neighbourhood called the family of love. 
As to all the other perſons mentioned in this hiſ- 
tory, in the light of greatneſs, they had all the fate 
adapted to it, being every one hanged by the neck, 
fave two, viz. Miſs Theodoſia Snap, who was tranſ- 
orted to America, where ſhe was pretty well mar- 
ried, reformed, and made a good wife; and the 
Count, who recovered of the wound he had received 
from the hermit, and made his eſcape into France, 
where he committed a robbery, was taken, and broke 
| on the wheel. | 
| INxpEED, whoever conſiders the common fate of 
| great men mult allow, they well deſerve, and hardly 
earn that applauſe which is given them by the world; 
for, when we refle& on the labours and pains, the 
cares, diſquietudes, and dangers which attend their 
road to greatneſs, we may lay with the divine, hat a 
man may go to heaven with half the pains which it coſts 
*2 him to purchaſe bell. To ſay the truth, the world 
have this reaſon at leaſt to honour ſuch characters 
as that of Wild; that while it is in the power of 
every man to- be perfectly honeſt, not one in a thou- 
{and is capable of being a complete rogue; and few 
indeed there are, who, if they were inſpired with the 
vanity of imitating our hero, would not after much 
fruitleſs pains be obliged to own themſelves inferior 
to Mr. JoxvATHAN WIr p the GREAT, > 
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